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PEEFACE 



It is difficult to say of wliich there is most in the 
world, a blind belief in religious dogmas, or a pre- 
sumptuous and ignorant cavilling on revelation. The 
impression has gone abroad, that France was an 
example of the last, during the height of her great 
revolutionary mania; a charge that was scarcely true, 
as respects the nation, however just it might be in 
connexion with her bolder and more unquiet spirits. 
Most of the excesses of France, during that momentous 
period, were to be attributed to the agency of a few, 
the bulk of the nation having little to do with any part 
of them, beyond yielding their physical and pecuniary 
aid to an audacious and mystifying political combi- 
nation. One of the baneful results, however, of these 
great errors of the times, was the letting loose of the 
audacious from all the venerable and healthful restraints 
of the church, to set them afloat on the sea of specu- 
lation and conceit. There is something so gratifying 
to human vanity in fancying ourselves superior to 
most' around us, that we believe few young men attain 
their majority, without imbibing more or less of the 
taint of unbelief, and passing through the mists of 
a vapid moral atmosphere, before they come to the 
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clear, manly, and yet humble perceptions that teach 
most of us, in the end, our own insignificance, the 
great benevolence as well as wisdom of the scheme 
of redemption, and the philosophy of the Christian 
religion, as well as ils divinity. 

Perhaps the greatest stumbling-block of the young, 
is a disposition not to yield their belief unless it 
conforms to their own crude notions of propriety 
and reason. If the powers of man were equal to 
analysing the nature of the Deity, to comprehending 
his being, and power, and motives, there would be 
some little show of sense in thus setting up the pretence 
of satisfying our judgments in all things, before we 
yield our credence to a religious system. But, the 
first step we take, brings with it the instructive lesson 
of our incapacity, and teaches the wholesome lesson 
©f humility. From arrogantly claiming a right to 
woi^ip a deity we comprehend, we soon come to 
feel that the impenetrable veil that is cast around the 
God-head, is an indispensable condition of our faith, 
reverence, and submission. A being that can be 
comprehended, is not a being to be worshipped. 

In this book, there is an attempt to set these con- 
flicting tendencies in a full but amicable contrast to 
each other. We believe, there is nothing in the 
design opposed to probability ; and it seems to us, that 
the amiable tenderness of a confiding but just-viewing 
female heart, might, under the circumstances, be 
expected to manifest the mingled weakness and strength 
Aat it has here been our aim to portray. 

We acknowledge a strong paternal feeling in behalf 
of this book, placing it very high in the estimate of 
its merits, as compared with other books from the 
tame pen : a species of commendation that need wound 
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no man. PerhapB some knowledge of Italian charac- 
ter is necessary to enjoy the vice-governatore (veechy- 
gov-er-n3,'lo-Ye),andth^podesta; bul we confess tliey 
have given us, in reading over these pages for the 
first time since (hey were written, quite as much 
amusement as if they were altogether from an unknown 
hand. 

As for the Mediterranean, that unrivalled sea, its 
pictures always afford us delight. The hue of the water ; 
the delicious and voluptuous calm ; the breathings of 
the storm from the Alps and Apennines ; the noble 
mountain-sides basking in the light of the region, or 
shrouded in mists that increase their grandeur; the 
picturesque craft ; the islands, bays, rocks, volcanoes, 
and the thousand objects of art, contribute to render 
it the centre of all that is delightful and soothing to 
both the mind and the senses. 

The reader will recollect the painful history of 
Caraccioli. We have taken some liberties with his 
private history, admitting frankly that we have no 
other authority for them than that which we share in 
common with all writers of romance. The grand- 
daughter we have given the unfortunate admiral, is 
so much in accordance with Italian practices, that no 
wrong is done to the morale of Naples, whatever may 
be the extent of the liberty taken with the individual. 

Nelson seems to have lived and died under the 
influence of the unprincipled woman who then governed 
him with the arts of a siren. His nature was noble, 
and his moral impressions, even, were not bad ; but 
his simple and confiding nature was not equal to 
contending with one as practised in profligacy, as the 
woman into whose arms he was thrown, at a moot 
evi! moment for his reputation. 
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There is nothing more repugnant to the ge)iera< 
sense of rights, than the prostitution of public justice 
to the purposes of private vengeance. Such would 
seem to have been the reason of the very general 
odium attached to the execution of Admiral Prince 
Caraccioli, who was the victim of circumstances, 
rather than the promoter of treason. The whole 
transaction makes a melancholy episode in the history 
of modern Europe. We have made such use of it 
as is permitted to fiction, neither neglecting the leading 
and known facts of the event, nor adhering to the 
minuter circumstances more closely than the con- 
nexion of our tale demanded. 
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The cliarms of the Tyrrhenian Sea have been sung since tha 
days of Homer. That the Meditorranean generally, and its 
beautiful houndaries of Alps and Apennines, with its deeplj 
indented and irregular shores, forms tie most delightful region 
of the known earth, in all that relates to climate, pix)duc*ions, 
and physical formation, will bo readily enough conceded by the 
traveller. The countries that border on this midland water, 
with their promontories buttressing a mimic ocean— their 
mountain-sides teeming wiflt the picturesque of human life- 
then- heights crowned with watch-towers— their rocky shelves 
consecrated by hermitages, and their unrivalled sheet dotted 
with sails, rigged, as it might be, expressly to produce effect in 
a picture, form a sort of world apart, that is replete with charms 
which not only fasdnate the beholder, but which linger in the 
memories of the absent like visions of a glorious past. 

Our present business is with this fragment of a creation that 
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is so eminently beautiful, even in its worst aspects, but which is 
so often marred by the passions of man, iu its best. While all 
admit how much nature has done for the Mediterranean, none 
will deny that, until quite recently, it has been the scene of 
more ruthless riolence, and of deeper personal wrongs, perhaps, 
than any other portion of the globe. "With different races, 
more widely separated by destinies, than even by ori^n, habits, 
and religion, occupying its northern and southern shores, the 
outwork, as it might be, of Christianity and Mohammedanism, 
and of an antic[uity that defies history, the bosom of tbis blue 
expanse has mirrored more riolence, has witne^ed more scenes 
of slaughter, and heard move shouts of victory, between the 
days of Agamemnon and Nelson, than all the rest of the 
dominions of Neptune together. Nature and the passions have 
united to render it hke the human countenance, which conceals 
hy its smiles and godlike expression, the ftimace that bo often 
glows within the heart, and the volcano that coiKumea our 
happiness. For centuries, the Turk and the Moor rendered it 
unsafe for the European to navigate these smiling coasts ; and 
when the barbarian's power temporarily ceased, it was merely 
to ^ve place to the struggles of those who drove him from the 
arena. 

The eircumstancea which rendered the period that occurred 
between the years 1790 and 1815, the most eventful of modem 
times, are femihar to all ; though the incidents which chequered 
that memorable quarter of a century have already passed into 
history. Al! the elements of strife that then Rotated the world, 
appear now to have subsided as completely as if they owed 
their existence to a remote age; and living men recall the 
events of their youth as tiey regard the recorded incidents 
of other centuries. Then, each month brought its defeat or its 
victory; its account of a government overturned, or of a 
province conquered. The world was ^tated hke men in a 
tumult. On that epoch the timid look back with wonder ; the 
young with doubt ; and the restless with envy. 

The years 1798 and 1799 were two of the most memorable 
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of lliis ever-memorable period ; and to that stirring and teenuug 
season we must carry tiie mind of the reader, in order to placa 
it in the midst of the scenes it is our object to portray. 

Towards the close of a fine day in tiie month of August, 
a light fairj--like craft was ianning her way before a gentle 
westerly ^, into what is called the Canal of Piombino, steering 
easterly. The rigs of the Me^terranean are proverbial for their 
picturesque beauty and qumntness, embracing the xebeque, the 
felucca, the polacre, and the bombarda, or ketch ; ah unknown, 
or nearly so, to our own seas ; and occasionally the lugger. 
The latter, a species rf craft, however, much less common in 
the waters of Italy than in the Bay of Biscay and tte British 
Channel, was the constructjon of the vessel in question ; a 
drcumstance that the mariners who eyed her from the shores 
of Elba, deemed indicative of mischief. A three-masted lu^er, 
that spread a wide breadth of canvas, with a low, dark hull, 
relieved by a single and almost imperceptible line of red 
beneath her channels, and a wmst so deep that nothing waa 
visible above it but the hat of some mariner taller than 
common, was considered a suspicious vessel; and not even 
a fisherman would have ventured out within reach of a shot, so 
long as her character was unknown. Privateers, or Corsairs, as 
it was the Casbion to term them (and the name, with even 
its English signification, waa often merited by their acts), not 
unfrequently ghded down that coast; and it was somelimeB 
dangerous for those who belonged to friendly naticms to meet 
them, in moments when the plunder that a relic of barba- 
rism still legalizes, had failed. 

The lugger was actually of about one hundred and eigh^ 
tons admeasurement, but her dark paint and low hull gave 
her an appearance of being much smaller than she really 
was ; still, the spread of her canvas, as she came down 
before the wind, wing-and-wing, as seamen Iwrn it, or with 
a sail ianning like the heavy pinions of a sea-fowl, on each 
eide, betrayed her pursuits; Mid, as has been intimated, 
the mariners on the shore who watched her movements, shook 
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their heads in distnist as they communed among themseiTCS, in 
very indifferent Itahan, concerning her destination and object. 
This observation, with its accompanying discourse, occttrred 
on the rocky bluff above the fflwn of Porto Ferrajo, in the 
Island of Elba, a spot that has since become so renowned 
as the capital of the mimic dominion of Napoleon. Indeed, 
lie very dwelling which was subsequently used by the 
fiiUen emperor as a palace, stood within a hundred yai'ds 
of the speakers, looking ont towards the entrance of the canal, 
and the monntains of Tuscany ; or rather of the little prindpal- 
ity of Piombmo, the system of merging the smaller in the 
lat^r states of Europe not having yet been brought into 
extensive operation. This house, st building of the size of a 
better sort of country residence of our own, was then, as now, 
occupied by the Florentine governor of the Tuscan portion 
of the island. It stands on the extremity of a low rocky pro- 
montory that forms the wcst«m ramparts of the deep extensive 
bay, on the side of which, ensconced behind a very convenient 
curvature of the rocks, which here incline westward in the form 
of a hook, hes the small port, completely concealed from the 
sea, as if in dread of visits like those which might be expected 
from craft, resembling the suspicions stranger. This littie port, 
not as large in itself as a modem dock in places hke London 
or Liverpool, was sufficiently protected against any probable 
dangere, by suitable batteries; and as for the elements, a 
vessel .laid upon a shelf in a closet would be scarcely more 
Bccure. In this domestic little basin, which, with the exception 
of a narrow entrance, was completely surrounded by buildings, 
lay a few feluccas, that traded between the island and the 
adjacent main, and a solitarj- Austrian ship, which had come 
from the head of the Adriatic, in quest of iron. 

At the moment of which we are writing, however, hut a 
dozen living beings were visible in or about all these crafl; 
The intelligence that a strange lugger, resembhng the one 
described, was in the ofRng, had drawn nearly all tht mariners 
ashore; and most of the habitu^ of the port had followed 
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them up the broad steps of the crooted streets which led to the 
heights behind the town; or to the rocky elevation that 
overlooks the sea from north-east to west. The approach 
of the lugger produced some such effect on the marinere of this 
unsophislieated and little frequented port, as that of the hawk is 
known to excite among the timid tenants of the barn-yard. 
The rig of the stranger had been noted two hoiii's before by one 
or two old coastfirs, who habitually passed their idle moments <^ 
the heights, examining the signs of the weather, and indulging 
in gossip ; and their conjectures had drawn to the Porto Ferrajo 
mall some twenty men, wlio fended themselves, or who actually 
were, cognoscenti in matters of the sea. When, however, the 
low, long, dark hull, which upheld such wide sheeta of canvas, 
became fairly visible, the omens thickened, rumora spread, 
and hundreds collected on the spot, which, in Manhattanese 
parlance, would probably have been called a battery. Nor 
would the name have been altogether inappropriate, as a small 
battery was estabhshcd there, and that, too, in a position which 
would easily throw a shot two thirds of a league, into the 
offing; or about the distance that the stranger was now 
from the shore. 

Tommaso Tonti was the oldest mariner of Elba, and luckily, 
bemg a sober, and usually a discreet man, he was the oracle of 
the island in most things that related to the sea. As each 
citizen, wine-dealer, grocer, innkeeper, or worker in iron, came 
up on the height, he mcontinently inquired for Tonti, or 'Maso, 
as he wai generally called; and getting the bearings and 
distance of the grey-headed old seaman, he invariably made his 
way to his side, until a group of some two hundred men, women, 
and children, had clustered near the person of thepilola, as the 
fiatlifiil gather about a (avorite expounder of the law, in 
nminents of rehgious excitement It was worthy of remark, too, 
with how much consideration this little crowd of gentle Italians 
Itwrti^l tlieir aged seaman, on this occasion ; none bawling out 
their questions, and all using the greatest care not to get in 
front of his person, lest they mi^H mtercept his means of obser- 
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valion. Five or six old sailors, like himself, were close at 
hia side : these, it is true, did not hesitate to speak as became 
their experience. But Tonti had obtained no small part of his 
reputation by exercising great moderation in delivering his 
oracles, and perhaps by seemmg to know more than he actually 
revealed. He was reserved, therefore ; and while his brethren 
of the sea ventured on simdry conflicting opinions concerning 
the character of the stranger, and a himdred idle conjectures had 
flown from mouth to mouth, among the landsmen and females, 
not a syllable that could commit the old man escaped his Upa. 
He let the others talk at will; as for himself, it suited hia 
habits, and possibly his doubts, to maintain a grave and porten- 
tous silence. 

"We have spoken of females : as a matter of course, an event 
hke this, in a town of some three or four thousand souls, would 
be likely to draw a due proportion of the gentler sex fo the 
heights. Most of them contrived to get as near as possible to 
the aged seaman, in order to obtain the first inteBigence, (hat it 
might be the sooner <arculated ; but it would seem that among 
the younger of these there was also a sort of oracle of their own, 
about whose person gathered a dozen of the prettiest ^rla ; 
either anxious to hear what Ghita might have to say in the 
premises, or, perhaps, influenced by the pride and modesty of 
thdr sex and condition, which taught them to maintain a little 
more reserve than was necessary to the less refined portion 
of their companions. In speaking of condition, however, the 
word must be understood with an exceedingly limited meaning. 
Porto Ferrajo had but two classes of society, the tradespeople 
and the laborers ; although there were, perhaps, a dozen excep- 
tions in the persona of a few humble fimctionaries of the govern- 
ment, an awocato, a medico, and a few priests. The governor 
of the island was a Tuscan of rank, but he seldom honored 
the place with hia presence ; and his deputy was a professional 
man, a native of the town, whose original position was too well 
known to allow him to ^ve himself aii« on the spot where 
he was bom. Ghita's companions, then, were daughters of 
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shopkeepers, and persons of that class who, having been tao^ 
to read, and occasionally going to Leghorn, besides being 
admitted by the deputy to the presence of his housekeeper, had 
got to regard themselvra as a little elevated above the more 
vulgar curiosity of the less cuitivafed girls of the port. Ghita 
heraelf, however, owed her ascendency to her qualities, rather 
than to the adventitious advantage of being a grocer's or an inn- 
keeper's daughter, her origin being unknown to most of those 
Mound her, as indeed was her iamily name. She had been landed 
siK weeks before, and left by one who passed for her fether, at tta 
inn of Christoforo Dovi, as a boarder, and had acquired all her 
mfluence, as bo many reach notoriety in our own simple society, by 
the distinction of having travelled ; aided, somewhat, by herstinng 
sense, great decision of character, perfect modesty and propriety 
of deportment, with a form which was singularly graceful 
and feminine, and a face that, while it could scarcely be called 
beautiful, was in the highest degree winning and attractive. 
No one thought of asking her femiiy name ; and she never 
appeared to deem it necessary to mention it. Ghita was suffi- 
cient ; it was femihar to every one ; and, although there were 
two or three others of the same appellation in Porto Ferrajo, 
this, by common consent, got to he the Ghita, within a week 
after she had landed. 

Ghita, it was known, had travelled, for she had publicly 
reached Elba in a felucca, coming, as was said, from the 
Neapohtan stales. If this were true, she was probably the 
only person of her sex in the town who had ever seen Vesuvius, 
or planted her eyes on the wonders of a part of Italy that has 
a reputation second only to that of Rome. Of course, if any 
girl in Porto Ferrajo could imagine the character of the sti'an- 
ger, it must be Ghita ; and it was on this supposition that sho 
had unwittingly, and, if the truth must bo owned, unwillin^y, 
collecffid around her a cUentelle of at least a dozen gu-la of her 
own age, and apparently of her own class. The iattsr, howerer, 
felt no necessity for the reserve nimntained by the curious who 
pressed near 'Maso ; for, while they respected their guest and 
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friend, and would rather listen to her surmises than to those of 
any other person, they had such a prompting desiro to hear 
their own voic^ that not a minnte escaped without a question, 
or a conjecture, hoth volubly and quite audibly expressed. The 
inteijectjons, too, were somewhat numerous, as theguesses were 
crude and absurd. One said it was a vessel with despatches 
from Livomo, possibly with " His Eccellcnza" oa board ; but 
she was reminded that Leghorn lay to the north, and not to the 
west Another thought it was a cargo of priests, going from 
Coraiea to Eome ; hut she was told that priests were not in 
sufficient favor just then in France, to get a vessel so obviously 
superior to the ordinary craft of the Mediterranean, to carry 
them about. While a third, more imaginative than either, ven- 
tured to doubt whether it was a vessel at all ; deceptive appear- 
ances of this sort not being of rare occurrence, aad usually 
taking the aspect of something out of the ordinary way. 

" Si," said Annina, " but that would be a miracle, Maria ; 
and why should we have a miracle, now that Lent and most of 
the hohdays are past ! / heheve it is a real vessel," 

The others laughed, and, after a good deal of es^r chatter- 
ing on the subject, it was quite generally admitted that the 
stranger was a bond Jide crafty of some species or another, 
though all agreed she was not a felucca, a bombai'da, or a 
sparanara. All this time Ghita was thoughtful and silent; 
quite as much so, indeed, as Tommaso himself, though from a 
very different motive. Notwithstanding all the gossip, and the 
many ludicrous opinions of her companions, her eyes scarcely 
turned an instant from the lu^er, on which they seemed to be 
riveted by a sort of fascination. Had there been one there, 
sufficiently unoccupied to observe this interesting girl, he might 
have been struck with the varying expression of a countenance 
that was teeming with sensibility, and which too often reflected 
the passing emotions of its mistress's mind. Now an expres- 
eion of anxiety, and even of alarm, would have been detected 
by such an olwerver, if acute enough to separate these emotions, 
in the liveliness of sentiment, from the more vulgar feelings of 
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her companions ; and now, something like gleamings of delight 
and happiness flashed across her eloquent countenance. The 
color came and went often ; and there was an instant, during 
which the lugger varied her course, haiUing f« the wind, and 
then Ming off again, Uke a dolphin at its sports, when the 
radiance of the pleasure that glowed ahout her soft hlue eyes, 
rendered the ^rl perfectly beautiful But none of these passing 
expressions were noticed hy the garrulous group around the 
stranger female, who was left very much to the indulgence of 
the impulses that gave them birth, iinc[Uestioned, and all«gether 



Althongh the cluster of girb had, with feminine sensitive- 
ness, gathered a httle apart fi'om the general crowd, there were 
but a few yards between the spot where it stood, and that occu- 
pied by 'Maso ; so that when the latter spoke, an attentive lis- 
tener among the former might hear his words. ITiis was an 
office that Tonti did not choose to undertake, however, until he 
was questioned hy the podestA, Vito Viti, who now appeared on 
the hill in person, puffing hke a whale that rises to breathe, 
from the vigor of his ascent. 

" What dost thou make of her, good 'Maso f demanded the 
magistrate, after he had examined the stranger himseff some 
time in silence, feeUng authorized, in virtue of his office, to 
question whom he pleased. 

" Signore, it is a lugger," was the brief, and certainly the 
accurate reply. 

" Aye, a lugger ; we all understand that, neighbor Tonti ; but 
what sort of a iugger ? There are felucca-bggeis, and polacre- 
Juggers, and hombarda-luggers, and all sorts of luggers ; which 
sort of lugger is this ?" 

"Signor Podesta., this is not the langu^e of the port 
We call a felucca, a felucca; a bombarda, a bombarda; a 
polacre, a polacre ; and a l«^;er, a lugger. This is therefore 
a In^cr." 

'Maso spoke authoritatively, for he felt that he was now not 
out of his depth, and it was grateful to him to let the public 
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know how much better he nmierstood all these matters thaa a 
magistrate. On the otter hand, the podestd was nettled, and 
disappointed into the hargain, for he really ima^ned he was 
drawing nice distinctions, much as it was his wont fo do in 
legal proceedings ; and it was his ambition to be thought to 
know something of everything. 

" Well, Tonti," answered Signer Viti, in a protecting manner, 
and with an atikble smile, " as this is not an afiair ih&t is likely 
to go to the higher courts at Florence, your explanations may 
be taken as sufficient, and I have no wish to disturb them — a 
lugger is a lugger." 

" Si, Signore ; that is just what wo say in the port. A lugger 
is a lugger." 

" And yonder strange craft, you mMntain, and at need are 
ready to swear, is a lugger ?" 

Now 'Maso seeing no necessity fcr any oath in the affwr, and 
being always somewhat conscientious in such matters, whenever 
the custom-house officers did not hold tiie book, was a little 
startled at this suf^estion, and he look another and a long look 
at the stranger beofre he answered. 

" Si, S^ore," he rephed, after satisfying his mind once more, 
through his eyes, "I mil swear that the stranger yonder is a 
lugger." 

" And canst thou add, honest Tonli, of what nation ^ The 
nation, k of asmuchmomentin these troubled times, as the Mji," 

" You say truly, Signor PodestB. ; for if an Algerine, or a 
Mocff, or even a Frenchman, he will be an unwelcome visitor in 
the Canal of Mba. There are many different signs about him, 
ihst sometimes make me think he belongs to one people, and 
then to another ; and I crave your pardon if I ask a little 
leisure to let him draw nearer, before I give a positive opinion." 

As this request was reasonable, no objection was raised. 
The podestA turned aside, and observing Ghita, who had visited 
bis niece, and of whose intelligence he entertained a tavorable 
opinion, he drew nearer to the ^rl, determined to lose a moment 
d trifling. 
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" Honest "Mbbo, pOOT felkw, b sadly puzzled," he obaeired, 
•railing benevolently, as if m pity for tie pilot's embairaBs- 
ment ; " he wishes to persuade us that the strange eraft yondw 
is a lugger, though he cannot himself say to what country she 
belongs !" 

" It is a lii^er, Si^ore," returned the ^rl, drawing a Iot^ 
breath, as if relieved by hearing the sound of her own voice. 

" Hctw ! dost thou pretend to be so skilled in yessds as to 
distinguish these particulais at the distance of a league V 

" I do not think it a league, Sgnore— not more than hfjf a 
league ; and the distance lessens fest, though the wind is so 
light. As for knowing a lugger from a felucca, it is as easy as 
to know a house from a church, ot one of the reverend padri, 
in the streets, from a mariner." 

« Aye, so I would have told 'Maso on the, spot, had the obati- 
uate old fellow been inclined to hear me. 'ihe distance is just 
abOTit what yon say ; and nothing is eaisier than to see Hiat tie 
stranger is a lu^er. As to the n^on— !" 

" That may not be so eaaly told, Signore, nniess the vessel 
show us her flag." 

" By San Antonio ! thou art right, diild ; and it is fitting she 
should show us her flag. Nothing has a right to approach so 
near the port of his Imperial and Koyal Highness, that does 
not show its flag, thereby declaring its honest purpose and its 
nation. My friaads, are the guns in the battery loaded a* 

The answer being in the sffirmatave, there was a hurried con- 
sulUtion among some of the principal men in the crowd, and 
then the podestd walked towards the govemment-houaa with 
an important air. In five minutes, soldiers were eeon in the 
batteries, and prep»ationg were made &)i leveUing an eighteen- 
pounder ja the direction of the stranger. Most of the females 
turned aside, and stopped their ears, the battery being within 
a hundttd yards of the spot where they stood ; but Gbita, with 
a fece that was pala cwtainly, thou^ with an eye that was 
steady, and without the legst indicitions of fear, as respected 
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herself, intensely watched every movement. When it was evi- 
dent the artillerists were ahont to fire, anxiety induced her to 
break silence. 

"They surely will not aim at the lugger!" she esclmmed. 
" That cannot be necessary, Signor Podesta, to make the stran- 
ger hoist his flag. Never have I seen that done in the south," 

"You are nnacquMnted with our Tuscan bombardiers, 
Signorina," answered the magistrate, with a bland smile, and 
an esulting gesture. "It is well for Europe that the grand 
duchy ia so small, smce such troops might prove even more 
troublesome than the French !" 

Ghita, however, paid no attention to this touch of provindal 
pride, but pressing her hands on her heart, she stood like a 
statue of suspense, while the men in the battery executed their 
dn^. In a minute the match was apphed, and the gun was 
discharged. Though all her companions uttered invocations to 
the saints, and other exclamations, and some even crouched to 
the earth in tei-ror, Ghita, the most delicate of any in appear- 
ance, and with more real sensibihty than all united expressed in 
her face, stood fii-m and erect. The flash and the explosion 
evidently had no effect on her ; not an artillerist among them 
was less unmoved in fi'ame, at the report, than this shght ^rl. 
She even imitated the manner of the soldiers, by turnmg to 
watch tie flight of the shot, though she clasped her hands as 
she did so, and appeared to aw^t the result with trembling. 
The few seconds of suspense were soon past, when the ball was 
seen to strike the water My a quarter of a mile astern of the 
lu^er, and to skip along the placid sea for, twice that distance 
fiuther, when it sank to the bottom by its own gravity. 

" Santa Maria be prised !" murmured the girl, a smile half 
pleasure, half uwny, lighting her fece, as unconsciously to her- 
self she spoke, "these Tuscan artillerists are no fatal marks- 



" That was most dexterously done, bella Ghita !" exclaimed 
e magistrate, removing his two hands from his ears ; " that 
as amazingly well aimed ! Another such shot as far ahead, 
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with a lliird imrly between the two, and the stranger will Jeam 
to respect the rights of Tuscany. What say'at thow now, 
honest 'Maso — will this lugger teH us her country, or will she 
furthei" brave our power ?" 

" If wise, she wiU hoist her eusign ; and yet I see no signs of 
preparation for such an act." 

Sure enough, the stranger, though quite within effective range 
of shot from the heights, showed no disposition to gratify the 
curiosity, or to appease the apprehensions of those in the town. 
Two or three of her people were risible in her ri^ng, but even 
these did not hasten their work, or in any manner seem 
deranged at the salutation they had just reeeiyed. After a few 
minutes, however, the lu^er jibed her mainsail, and then 
hauled up a Uttle, to as to look more towards the headJand, as 
if disposed to steer for the bay, by doubling the promontory. 
This movement caused the artillerists to suspend their own, and 
the lugger had fairly come within a mile of the clJffi, ere she lazily 
turned aside again, and shaped her course once more in the direc- 
tion of the entrance of the Canal. This di'ew another shot, which 
effectually justified the magistrate's eulogy, for it certainly flew 
as much ahead of the stranger, as the first had flown astern. 

" There, Signore," cried Ghita eagerly, as she turned to the 
ma^strate, " they are about to hoist their ensign, for now they 
know your wishes. The soldiera surely will not fire again !" 

" That would be in the teeth of the law of nations, Signorina, 
and a blot on Tuscan dvihzation. Ah ! you perceive the artil- 
lerists are aware of what you say, and are putting aside their 
fools, Cospetto I 'lis a thousand pities, too, they couldn't fire 
the third shot, that you might see it strike the lugger ; as yet 
you have only beheld their preparations." 

"It is enough, Signor Podcsta," returned Ghita, smiling, for 
she could smile now that she saw the soldiers intended no 
further mischief; "we have all heard of your Elba gunnere, 
and what I have seen conrinces me of what they can do, when 
there is occasion. Look, Signore ! the lug^r is about to satisfy 
our curiosity." 
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Sure enough, the atrangei' saw fit to e<«Dplj yiiih iin 
uEsgea of nalioDS. It liaa been scdd, already, that the lu^ei 
was coming down before the wind wing-and-wing, or with s 
sail expanded to the aJr on each side of her huU, a dispoatioa 
of the canvas that ^ves to the felucca, and to the lugger in 
particular, the most picturesque of all their gracefiil attitudes. 
Unlike the narrow-headed smIs that a want of hands has intro- 
duced among ourselves, these foreign, we might almost say clas- 
sical mariners, send forth their long pointed yards aloft, 
confining the width below by the necessary Ihnits of the sheet, 
making up for the difference in elevation, by the greater breadth 
of their canvas. The idea of the felucca's sails, in particular, 
would seem to have been literally taken from the wing of HtQ 
lai^e sea-fowl, the shape so nearly corresponding, that, with the 
canvas spread in the manner just mentioned, one of those light 
craft has a very dose resemblance to the gull or the hawk, aa H 
poises itaelf in the ait or is sweeping down upon its prey. The 
lu^;er has less of the beauty that adorns a picture, perhaps, 
than die strictly latine rig ; but it approaches so near it as to bo 
always pleasing to the eye, and, in the particular evdution 
described, is scarcely less attractive. To the seaman, howerer, 
it brings with it an air of greater service, being a mode of car- 
rying canvas that will buffet with the heaviest galea or the 
roughest aeas, while it appears so pleasant to tiie eye m Am 
blandest airs and smoothest water. 

The lu^er that was now beneath the heights of Elba had 
three masts, though sails were spread only on the two that 
were forward. The third mast was stepped on the tf^^l ; it 
was smaD, and carried a little smI, that, in English, is termed a 
jigger, its principal use being to press the bows of the craft up 
to the wind, when close hauled, and render her what is termed 
weatherly. On the present occasion, there could scarcely be 
said to be anything deserving the name of wind, though 
(Uiita felt her cheek, which was warmed with the rich blood <rf 
her country, formed by an mr so gentle, that occasicaially it Uew 
a«de tresses that seemed to vie- with the floss silk of her native 
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land. Had the natural ringlets been lees light, honeTer, so 
gentle a respiration of the sea air could scarcely have disturbed 
them. But the lu^fer had bet ligbt^t duck apead — reserving 
the hearier cfmvas for the storms — and it opened like the folds 
of a balloon, even before these gentle impulsee ; oceasionally 
collapaiug, it ia true, as the ground-swell swung the ywda to and 
fro, buf^ on the whole, standing out and receiving the air, as if 
guided mwre by yoKlion than any mechanical power. The 
effect on the hull was almost magical ; for, notwithstanding the 
neatly imperceptible force of the propelling power, owing to the 
lightness and exquisite mould of the craft, it served to urge her 
Ihrou^ the water at the mta of some three or four knots in the 
hour ; or quite as fest as an ordinarily active man is apt to walk. 
Her motion was neai'ly unobsetvable to all on board, and naght 
rather be termed ghding than aaiUng, the ripple under her cut^ 
water not much esoeeding that which is made by the finger as 
it is moved swiftly through the element ; still the slightest 
variation of the helm changed her coarse, and this so easily and 
gracefully, as to render her deviations and inclinations like those 
of the duck. In her present aituati<ai, too, the jigger, which 
was brailed, and hung festooned from its light yard, ready for 
use, should occasion suddenly demand it, added singuliirly to 
Ihe smart air which everytliing wore about this craft, ^ving her, 
in the seaman's eyes, that partjcolarly knowing and suspicious 
look which had awakened "Maso's distrust. 

The preparations to show the ensign, which caught the quick 
and understanding ghmce of Ghita, and which had not escaped 
even the duller vision of the artillerists, were made at the outer 
end of this ji^er-yatd. A boy appeared on the taffrwl, and be 
was evidently clearing tie ensign-halyards for that purpose. In 
half a minute, however, he disappeared ; then a flag rose 
steadily, and by a continued pull, to its station. At first the 
bunting hung suspended in a line, so as to evade all examina- 
tion ; but, as if everything on board this light craft were on a 
scale as airy and buoyant as herself, the folds soon expanded, 
ritowing a whit« field, traversed at right anglee with a red crou, 
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and having a union of the same tint in its upper and. inner 
comer. 

" Inffleae I " exclaimed 'Maao, infinitely aided in this conjecture 
by the sight of the stranger's ensign — " Si, Signore ; it is an 
Enghshman ; I thought so, from the first, but as the lu^er is 
not 9. coninicin rig" for vessels of that nation, I did not like to 
risk anything by saying it." 

" WeB, honest Tommaso, it is a happiness to have a mariner 
as skilful aa yourself, in these troublesome times, at one's elbow ! 
I do not know how else we shmild ever have found out the 
stranger's countiy. An Inglese! Corpo di Bacco! Who 
would have thought that a nation so maritime, and which hes 
so Sar off, would send so small a craft this vast distance ! Why, 
Ghita, it is a voyage from Elba to Livomo, and yet, I dare say, 
England is twen^ times farther." 
■ " Signore, I know little of England, but I have heard that it 
lies beyond our own sea. This is the flag of the country, how- 
ever ; for that have I often beheld. Many ships of that nation 
come upon the coast, further south." 

" Yes, it is a great country for mariners ; though they tell 
me it has neither wine nor oil. They are allies of the emperor, 
too ; and deadly enemies of the French, who have done so much 
harm in upper Italy. That is something, Ghita, and every 
Itahan should honor the fl^. I fear the stranger does not 
intend to enter our harbor!" 

" He st«era as if he did not, certainly. Signer Podestd," said 
Ghita, sighing so gently that the respiration was audible only to 
herself. " Perhaps he is in search of some of the French, of 
which they say so many were seen, last year, going east." 

" Aye, that was truly an enterprise !" answered the raa^trate, 
gesticulating on a laige scale, and opening his eyes by way of 
accompaniments. " General Bonaparte, ho who had been play- 
ing the devil in the Milanese and the states of the Pope, for the 
last two years, swled, they sent us word, with two or three 
hundred ships, the saints at first knew whither. Some said, it 
was to destroy the holy sepulchre ; some to overturn the Grand 
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Tark; and some thought to seize the islands. Tbere was a 
craft in here, the Bame week, which said he had got possesSijii 
of the Island of Malta ; in which case we might look out for 
trouhle in Elba. I had my suspicions, from the first !" 

" All this I heard at the time, Signore, and my uncle probabiT 
could tell you more — how we all felt at the tidings !" 

" Well, that is all over now, and the French are In Egypt 
Your uncle, Ghita, has gone upon the mmn, I hear V this was 
said mqniringly, and it was intended to he said carelessly ; but 
the podesta could not prevent a glance of suspicion from accom- 
panying the question. 

" Signore, I believe he has ; hut I know httle of his afiaars. 
The time has come, however, when I ought to expect him. 
See, Eccellenza," a title that never fouled to laolhfy the ma^ 
trate, and turn his attention from others entirely to himselt^ "the 
lugger really appears disposed to look into your bay, if not 
actually to enter it 1" 

This sufficed to change the discourse. Nor was it said alto- 
gether without reason ; the lu^er, which by this time had 
passed the western promontory, actually appearing disposed to do 
as Ghita conjectured. She jibed her mainsail — brought both sheets 
of canvas on her larboard side, and luffed a httle, so as to cause 
her head to look towards the opposite side of the bay, instead 
of standing on, as before, in the direction of the canal. This 
change in the lugger's course produced a general movement in 
the crowd, which began to quit the heights, hastening to descend 
the terraced streets, in order to reach the haven. 'Maso and 
the podesti led the van, in this descent ; and the girls, witii 
Ghita in tlieir midst, followed with equal curiosity, but with 
eager steps. By the time the throng was assembled, on the 
quays, in the streets, on the decks of feluccas, or at other points 
that commanded the view, the stranger was seen gliding past, 
in the centre of the wide and deep bay, with his jigger h^led 
out, and his sheets aft, looking up nearly into the wind's eye, if 
that could be called wind, which was still httle more than the sigh- 
ing of the classical Mphyr. His motion was necessarily dow, but it 
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conUnued light, easy, and graceful. After passing the entrance 
of the port a mile or more, he tached and looked up towards the 
haven. By this time, however, he had got so near in to the 
western cliffi, that their lee deprived him of all fur ; and after 
keeping his canvas open half an hour in the httle roads, it wna 
all suddenly drawn to the yards, and the lugger anchored. 
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It waa now nearly dark, and the crowd, having satisfied its 
idle curiosity, began slowly to disperse. The Signor Viti 
remained till the last, coneeii-ing it to be his duty to be on tha 
■alert, in such troubled times; but with all his bustling activity, 
it escaped his vigilance and means of observation to detect 
the circumstance that the stranger, while ha steered into the 
bay with so miich confidence, ha^ contrived to bring up at a 
point where not a single gun from the battens could be brought 
to bear on him ; while his own shot, had he been disposed to 
hostihties, would have completely raked the little haven. But 
Vito Viti, though so enthusJastie an admirer of the ai-t, waa 
no gunner himself; and little liked to dwell on the efiect of shot, 
except as it applied to others, and not at all to himself. 

Of all the suspicious, apprehensive, and curious, who had 
been collected in and about the port, since it was known the 
lugger intended to come into the bay, Ghita and 'Maso alone 
remained on watch, after the vessel was anchored. A loud h^l 
had been given by those intrusted with the execution of the 
quarantine laws, the great physical bugbear and moral mysti- 
fication of the Mediterranean ; and the questions put had been 
answered in a way to satisfy al! scruples for the moment. The 
"From whence came ye?" asked, however, in an Itahan idiom, 
had been answered by " Ingbilterra, touching at Lisbon and 
Gibraltar," all regions beyond distrust, as to the plague, and all 
happening, at ihai moment, to give clean bills of health. But 
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tJie name of the craft, herself^ had been g^ven in a way to puzzle 
all the proficients in Saxon English that Porto Fenajo could 
prodace. It had been distinctly enough pronounced by some 
one on boan', and at the request of the quarantine department, 
had been tiree times slowly repeated, very much after tlie 
following form ; viz. — 

" Come chiqmate il vostro bastimento P' 

"The Wing-And-Wing." 

" CojM .'" 

"The "mng-Ajid-Wing." 

A long pause, during which the ofGeials put their heads 
together, first to compare the sounds of each with those of. 
his companions' ears, and then to inquire of one who professed 
to understand English, but whose knowledge was such as is 
generally met witi in a linguist of a little-frequented port, the 
meaning of the term. 

" Ving-y-ving !" growled this functionary, not ahttle puzzled, 
"what ze devil sort of name is zat! Ask zem again." 

" Come si chiama la vostra barca, Si^rtori InglesiP 
repeated he who hailed. 

" Diable P' growled one back, in French, " she is called as 
Wing-And-Wing, — ' Ala e Ala,' " giving a very literal trans- 
lation of the name, in Italian. 

" Ala e ala /" repeated they of the quarantine, first looting at 
each other in surprise, and then laughing, though in a perplexed 
and doubtful manner ; " Ving-y-Ving !" 

This passed just as the lugger ^chored and the crowd had 
begun to disperse. It caused some iheBiment, and it was soon 
spread in the httle town that a craft had just arrived &om 
Inghilterra, whoso name, in the dialect of that island, was 
" Ving*y-Ving ;" which meant "Ala e ala" in Italian; a 
c(^nomen that struck the listeners as sufficiently absuidf**tti 
confirmation of the fact, however, the lugger hoisted a small 
square flag, at the end of her main-yard, on which were pMnted, 
or wrought, two large wings, as they are sometimes Jelinaiij^ 
in heraldry, with the beak of a galley between theiu ; ^r^ 
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the wliole concdt something veiy like the apj earance that ths 
human imagination has af«igned to those heavenly heings, 
cherubs. This emblem seemed to satisfy the minds of the 
observers, who ivere too much accustomed to the images of art, 
not to obtain some tolerably distinct notions, in the end, of 
what " Ala e ala" meant. 

But 'Maso, as has been ssud, remained after the rest had 
departed to their homes and their suppers, as did Ghita. The 
pilot, for such was Tonti's usual appellation, in consequence of 
his familiarity with the coist, and his being principally 
employed to direct the na\ieation of the different craft in which 
he served, kept his station on board a felucca to which he 
belonged, watcbng the movements of the lu^;er; while the girl 
had taken her stand on the quay, in a position that better 
became her sex, since it removed her from immediate contact 
with the rough spirits of the port, while it enabled her to see 
what occurred about the Wing-And-Wing. More than half an 
hour elapsed, however, before there were any signs of an inten- 
tion to land ; but, by the time it was dark, a boat was ready, 
and it was seen making its way to the common stwrs, where 
one or two of the regular offidats were ready to receive it 

It is unnecessary to dwell on the forms of the pratiqne. 
officers. These troublesome persons had thdr lanterns, atf 
were ligilant in examining papers, as is customary; but it 
would seem the mariner in the boat had everything mi riffle, 
for he was soon suffered to land. At this instant, Ghita passed 
near the group, and took a close and keen survey of tie 
stranger's form and face, her own person being so enveloped in 
a mantle as to render a recognition of it difficult, if not 
impossible. The girl seemed satisfied with this scrutiny, for she 
immediately disappeared. Not so with 'Maso, who by this 
time had hunied round from tho felucca, and was at the stairs 
in season t^i say a word to the stranger. 

"Signore," said the pilot, "his Eccellenza, the podeslA, has 
. bidden me say to you, that he expects the honor of yonr 
compfe^ at his house, which stands so near us, hard hy herq. 
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in the principal street, aa will make it only a pleasure to go 
there ; I know he would be disappointed, if he l^led of the 
happiness of seeing yon." 

" His Excellenza is a man not to be disappointed," returned 
the stranger, in very good Italian, " and five minutes shall provo 
to him how eager I am to salute him ;" tJien turning to the 
crew of his boat, he ordered them to return on board the lugger, 
and not to fyi to look out for the signal by whicli he might 
call them ashore. 

'Maso, as he led the way (o the dwelling of Vito Viti, would 
^n ask a few questions, in the hope of appeasing ceitmn doubts 
that beset him. 

"Since when, Signor Capitano," Jie inquired, "have you 
English taken to sailing luggers J It is a novel rig for one of 
your craft." 

" Corpo di Eacco !" answered the other, laughing, " friend of 
mine, if you can tell the precise day when brandy and laces 
^ere first smuggled from France into ray country, I will answer 
your question. I think you have never navigated as far north 
as the Bay of Biscay and our Enghsh Cliannel, or you would 
know that a Guernsey-man is better acquainted with the rig of 
jt lu^er than with that of a ship." 

" Guernsey is a country I never heard of^" answered "Maso, 
?lgnply; "is it Uke Holland — or more hke Lisbon?" 

" Very httle of either. Guernsey is a country that was once 
French, and where many of the people still speak the French 
language, but of which the En^ish have been masters this many 
an age. It is an island subject to King Geoi^, but which is 
v|^ half Gallic in names and usages. This is the reason why 
w^iKe the lugger better than the cutter, which is a mora 
'jijiglish rig." 

'Maso was silent, for, if true, the answer at once removed 
many mis^vings. He bad seen so much about the strange 
craft which struck him as French, that doubts of her character 
obtruded ; but, if her capt^n's account could only be substan- 
tiated, there was an end of distrust. What could be more 
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naturai than the circumstance that a ressel fitted ogt in sn 
ieland of French origin, should betray some of the peculiarities 
of the people who hralt her ! 

The podest& was at home, in expectation of this visit, and 
'Maso was first admitted to a private conference, leaving the 
stranger in an outer room. During this brief conference, the 
pilot communicated all he had to say — both his suspidons and 
the seeming solution of the difficulties ; and then he took his 
leave, after receiving the boon of a paul. Vito Viti now joined 
his guest, but it was so dark, lights not having yet Ifeen 
introduced, that neither could distinguish the other's coun- 
tenance. 

"Signor Capitano," obser\-ed the mi^ttate, "the deputy- 
governor is at his reaidence, on the hill, and he will expect 
me to do him the favor to bring you thither, that he may dd 
you the honors of the port." 

This was sMd so civilly, and was, in itself both so reasonable 
and BO much in conformity with usage, that the other had not it 
word to say against it Tt^ther, then, they left the bouse, and 
proceeded towards the government-dwelling — a buildiug which 
has since become celebrated as having been the residence of & 
soldier who came so near subjugating Europe. Vito Viti waa 
a short, pursy man, and he took his time to ascend the stauga 
resembling street ; but his companion stepped from terrace^ 
terrace with an ease and activity that, of themselves, would hav», 
declared him to be young, had not tliis been made apparent by 
his general bearing and his mien, as seen through the oWiirity. 

Andrea Barrofaldi, the vice-govematore, waa a very dilferent 
sort of person from his friend the podesta. Although littio 
more acquainted with the world, by practice, the vice-gover- 
natore was deeply read in books ; ' owing his situation, in short, 
to the circumstance of his ha\-ing written several clever works, 
of no great reputation, certainly, for genius, but which wers 
usefiil in their way, and manifested scholarship. It is very 
seldom that a man of mere letters is qualified for public life ; 
and yet there is an afiectation, in all governments, moat 
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espediJly in those which care little for liternture in general, 
of considering some professions of respect for it necessary to their 
own characters. Andrea Barrofiildi, had been inducted 
info his present ofEce without even the sentimenta! profession of 
never having asked for it. The situation had been given to 
hiin by the Fossombrone of his day, without a word having 
been said in the journals of Tuscany of his doubts about ac- 
cepting it, and everything passed, as things are apt to pass when 
there are true simplicity and good faith at the bottom, without 
nretension or comment. He had now been ten years in office, 
and had got to be exceedingly expert in discharging all tie 
ordinary functions of his post, which ho certainly did with zeal 
and fideUty. Still, he did not desert his beloved books, and, 
quite apropos of the matter about to come before him, the 
Signer Barrofaldi had just finished a severe, profound, and ex- 
tensive course of study in geography. 

The stranger was left in the ante-chamber, while Vito Viti 
entered an inner room, and had a short communication with 
his friend, the vice-govematore. As soon as this was ended, the 
former returned, and ushered his companion into the presence 
of the substitute for the grand duke. As this was the s^lor's 
first appearance within the influence of a light sufficiently strong 
Jo enable the podesti to examine his person, both he and Andrea 
■Htrofaidi turned their eyes on him with lively curiosity, the 
instant the rays of a strong lamp enabled them to scrutinize his 
appearance. Neither was disappointed, in one sense, at least ; 
•dfc countenance, figure, and mien of the mariner much more 
than eqi&lling his expectations. 

The stranger was a mau of six-and-twenty, who stood five 
feet ten in his stockings, and whose frame was the very figure 
of activity, united to a muscle that gave very fiiir indications of 
strength. He was attired in an undress naval uniform, which 
he wore with a smart Mr, that one who understood these matters, 
more by means of experience, and less by means of books, than 
Andrea Barrofaldi, would at once have detected di'J not belong 
to the manly simpUcity of the English wardrobe. Nor were hi* 
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fentures in tho slightest degree those of one of the islander?, 
the outline being beautifully classiciJ, more especially about the 
mouth and chin, while the cheeks were colorless, and tho skin 
swarthy. His eye, too, was black as jet, and bia cheek was half 
covered in whiskers of a hue dark as the raven's wing. His 
fece, as a whole, was singularly beautiful— for handsome is a 
word not strong enough to express all the character that was 
conveyed by a conformation that might be supposed to have 
been copied from some antique medal, more especially when 
illuminated by a smilo that, at times, rendered the whole 
countenance almost as bewitching as that of a lovely woman. 
There was nothing effeminat* in the appearance of the young 
stranger, notwithstanding ; his manly, though sweet vmce, weU 
knit frame, and firm look, affording eveiy pledge of resolution 
and spirit. 

Both the vice-govematore and the podestii were struck with 
the unusual pei-sonal advantages and smart air of the stranger, 
and each stood looking at him half a minute in silence, after the 
usual salutations had passed, and before the party were aeatfld. 
Then, as the three took chairs, on a motion irom Signor Barro- 
feldi, the latter opened the discourse. 

" They teU me that we have the honor (o receive into our 
little haven a vessel of Inghilterra, Signor Capitano," observed 
the vicc-governatore, earnestly regarding the other through his 
spectacles as he spoke, and that, too, in amanner not altogether 
free from distrust. 

" Signor Vice-govematore, such is the flag under which I hate 
the honor to sei-ve," returned the mariner. 

" You Me an Inglese, yourself, I trust, Signor Capitano — ' 
what name shall I enter in my book, here ?" 

" Jaques Smeet," answered the other, betraying what might 
have proved two very fatal Shibboletla, in the ears of those 
who were practised in the finesse of our very unmusical language, 
by attempting to say " Jack Smith." 

"Jaques Smeet," repeated the vice-govematore — "that is, 
Giacomo, in our Italian — " 

3* 
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"No — no — Signore," hastily interrupted CBptain Smeet, 
" not Jaqiieomo, but Jaqnes — Giovanni turned into Ja<jues by 
tlie aid of a iittle salt water." 

" Ah ! — I begin to un Jerstmid jou, Signore ; jou English have 
this usage in your language, though you have softened the word 
a little, in mercy to our ears. But wc Italians are not afraid of 
such sounds ; and I know the name. — ' Giac Smeet' — II Capi- 
tano Giac Smeet — I have long suspected my English master of 
ignorance, for he was merely one of our Leghorn pilots, who 
has sailed in a bastimento de guerra of your country — he called 
your honorable name ' Smees,' Signore." 

" He was very wrong, Signor Vice-govematore," answered the 
other, clearing his throat by a slight effort; "we always call our 
family 'Smeet'" 

"And the name of your lugger, Signor Capitano Smeet?" 
suspending his pen over the paper in expectation of the answer. 

" Ze Ving-And-Ving ;" pronouncing the w's in a very different 
way from what they had been sounded in answering the hails. 

" Ze Ving-y-Ving," repealed Signor Barrofeldi, writing the 
name in a manner to show it was not the first time he had 
heard it ; " ze Ving-y-Ving ; that is a poetical appellation, 
Signor Capitano ; may I presume to ask what it signifies V 

"Ala e ttla, in your Italian, Mister Vice-govematore. 
When a craft hke mine has a sail spread on each side, resembhng 
ft bird, we sayt in English, that she marches ' Ving-and-Vjng.' " 

Andrea Barroialdi mused, in silence, near a minute. During 
this inten-al, he was thinking of the improbabihty of any but 
a hoiA fide Englishman's dreaming of giving a vessel an appel- 
lation so thoroughly idiomatic, and was fast mystifying himself, 
as so often happens by tyros in any particular branch of 
knowledge, by his own critical acumen. Then he half whispered 
a conjecture on the subject to Vito Viti, influenced quite as 
much by a desire to show his neighbor his own readiness in such 
matters, as by any other feeling. The podesta was less struck 
by the distinction than his superior ; but, as became one of his 
limited means, he did not venture an objection. 
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■ " Signer Capitano," resumed Andrea Barrofeldi, " sine* when 
have you English adopted the rig of the lugger! It ia ui 
unusual craft for so great a naval nation, they tell me." 

" Bah ! I Beo how it is, Signor Viee-govematore — you suspect 
me of heing a Frenchman, or a Spaniard, or something else than 
I claim to be. On this head, however, you may set your heart 
at rest, and put full faith in what I tell you. My name ia 
Capitaihe JaquesSmeet; my vessel is ze Ving-and-Ving ; and 
my service that of the king of England." 

" Is your craft, then, a king's vessel ; or doe« she bmI wilh 
the commiasion of a corsMr !" 

" Do I look like a corsair, Signor !" demanded le Capitmn« 
Smeet, with an offended air; "I have reason to feel myself 
injured by so unworthy an imputation !" 

" Your pardon, Signor Capitano Smees — hut our duty is a 
viSjLdelicate one, on this unprotected island, in times as trouhled 
as these in which we live. It has been stated to me, aa coming 
from the most experienced pilot of our haven, that your lugger 
has not altogether the appearance of a vessel of the Inglese, while 
she has many that belong to the corsairs of France; and a 
jfrudent cautiop imposes on me the office of making certain of 
your nation. Once assured of that, it will be the delight of tie 
Elbans to prove how much we honor and esteem our illustrioBS 

" This is so reasonable, and so much according to what I do 
myself, when I meet a stranger at sea," cried the captsan, 
stretching forth both arms in a frank and inviting manner, 
" that none but a knave would object to it. Pursue your own 
course, Signor Vice-govematore, and satisfy all your scrupka, 
in your own manner. How shall this be done — will you go on 
board ze Ving-and-Ving, and look for yourself— send thi* 
honorable magistrate, or shall I show you my commission 3 Her« 
is the last, altogether at your service, and that of his In^wti^ 
Hiffhness, the Grand Duke." 

" I flatter myself with having sufficient knowledge of fc;^!- 
Una, Signor Capitano, though it bo by means of books, to 
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dJBCovOT an imposter, could I beiieve you capable of appearing 
Ih so unworthy a cliaracter ; and that, loo, in a very brief con- 
versation. We book-worms," added Andrea Barrofaldi, with a 
glance of triumph at his neighbor, for he now expected to ^ve 
the podesta gn illustration of the practical benefits of general 
learning, a subject that had often been discussed between them, 
" we hook-worms can manage these trifles in our own way ; and 
if you will consent to enter into a short dialogue on the subject 
of England, her habits, language, and laws, this question wili 
be speedily put at rest" 

" You have me at command ; and nothing would delight me 
more than to chat for a few minutes about that little island. It 
is not large, Signore, and is doubtieas of little worth ; but, as 
my country, it is much in my eyes." 

"This is natural. And now, Signor Capitano," added 
Andrea, glancmg at the podestti, to make sure he that was hsten- 
ing, " will you have the goodness to explain to me what sort of 
a government tbia Inghilterra possesses — whether monarchy, 
aristocracy, or democracy ?" 

" Peste ! — that is not so easily answered. There is a king, 
and yet there are powerful lords ; and a democracy, too, that 
sometimes gives trouble enough. Your question might puzzle 
a philosopher, Signor Viee-govematore." 

"This may be true enough, neighbor Vito Viti, for the 
constitution of Inghilterra is an instrument of many stiings I 
Your answer convinces me you have thought on the subject 
of your government, Capitano, and I honor a reflecting 
man in all situations in hfe. What is the reli^on of the 
country !" 

" Corpo di Bacco ! that is harder to answer than all tlio rest ! 
We have as many religions in England as we have people. It 
is tirue the law says one thuig on this head, but then the men, 
women, and children say another. Nothing has troubled me 
more than this same matter of religion." 

"Ah! you sailors do not disquiet your souls with such 
thoughts, if tte truth must be said. WeU, we wiii be indulgent 
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on this subject — though, out of doubt, you and all your peopia 
are Luterani 3" 

" Sot ua down as what yon please," answered the captain, with 
an ifonical smile. " Our fathers, at auy rate, were aJl good 
Cathohcs once. But seamanship and the altar are the best of 
friends, living quite independent of each other." 

" That I will answer for. It is much the same here, caro 
Vito Viti, though our mariners do bum so many lamps and . 
offer up so many aves." 

"Your pardon, Signor Vice-governatore," interrupted the 
Signor Smeet, with a little earnestness ; " tiis is the great mis- 
take of your seamen in general. Did they pray less, and look 
to their duties more, their voyages would be shorter, and the 
profits more certain." 

" Scandalous !" exdaimed the podesta, in hotter zeal than it 
was usual for him to betray. 

"Nay, worthy Vito Viti, it is even so," interrupted the 
deputy, witi a wave of the hand that was as authoritative as 
the concession was Uberal, and indicative of a spirit enlightened 
by study ; " the fact must be conceded. There is the fable of 
Hercules and the wagoner to confirm it. Did our men firat 
strive, and then pray, more would be done than by first praying 
and then striving ; and now, Signor Capitano, a word on your 
language, of which I have some small knowledge, and which, 
doubtless, you speak like a native." 

" Sairtainiee," answered the captain, with perfect self-com- 
posure, changing the form of speech from the Italian to the Eng- 
lish with a readiness that proved how strong he felt himself on 
this point ; " one cannot fail to speak ze tongue of hb owa 
muizair." 

This was said without any confusion of manner, and with an 
accent that might very well mislead a foreigner, and it sounded 
imposing to the vice^ovematore, who felt a secret consdonsneaa 
that he could not have uttered such a sentence to save his own 
life, without venturing out of his depth : therefore, he pntsaed 
the discourse in Italian. 
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" Your language, Siguore," observed Andrea Barrofrfdj, with 
warmtli, "ia no djjbt a veiy noble one, for the 'language in 
which Sbakspeare and Milton wrote cannot be else ; but, you 
will permit me to say that it has a imiformity of sound, with 
words of different letters, that I find as unreasonable as it is 
embarrassing to a foreigner." 

" I have heard such complaints before," answered the captain, 
not at all sorry to find the examination which had proved eo 
awkward to himseH likely fo be transferred to a language about 
which he cared not at all, " and have Uttle to say in its defence 
But as an example of what you mean — " 

"Why, Signore, here are several words that I have written 
on this bit of paper, which sound nearly alike, though, as you 
perceive, they are quit* differently spelled. Bix, bax, box, bux, 
and bocks," continued Andrea, endeavoring to pronounce, 
"big," "bag," "bug," "bc^," and "box," all of which, it 
Keemed to him, had a very close family resemblance in sound, 
though certainly spelled with different letters ; " these are words, 
Signore, that are enough to drive a foreigner to abandwi your 
tcmgue in despsur." 

" Indeed they are ; and I often told the pereon who taught 



" How ! did you not learn your own tongue as we all get our 
native forms of speech, by ear, when a child !" demanded the 
vice-govematore, his suspicions suddenly revived. 

" Without question, Signore, but I speak of books, and of 
learning to read. When ' big,' ' bag,' ' bug,' ' bog,' and ' box,' " 
reading frcmi the paper in a steady voice, and a very tolerable 
pronunciation, "first came before me, I felt all the embmrass- 
ment of which you apeak." 

" And did you only pronounce these words when first taught 
to read them J" 

This question was awkward to araw^ ; but Vito Viti began 
to weary of a discourse in which he could talw no part, and 
most opportunely he interposed an objection of his owb. 

" Signor Earrofeldi," he said, " stick to the lugger. All our 



ty Google 



wi(fa-AHD-wi»a. aft 

motivea of suspicion came from Tommaso Tonti, and »H of hia 
from the rig of Signor Sinecs' vessel. If the lugger can be 
explained, what do we care about bixy, huxy, boxy !" 

The vice-governatoro was Dot soiTy to get creditably out of the 
diffiinilties of the laJiguage, and, smiling on his friend, he made a 
gentle bow of compliance. Then be reflected a moment, in order 
to plan another mode of proceeding, and pursued the inquiry. 

" My neighbor Vilo Viti is right," he said, " and we will stick 
to the lugger. Tommaso Tonti ia a mariner of experience, and 
the oldest pilot of Elba. He t«lls us that the lugger is a craft 
much in use among the French, and not at all among the Eiig- 
Ibh, so fer as he has ever witnessed." 

" In that Tommaso Tonti is no seaman. Many luggers are 
to be found among the English ; though more, certainly, among 
the French. But I have already given the Signor Viti to 
understand that there is such an island as Guernsey, which was 
once French, but which is now Enghsh, and that accounts for 
the appearances he has observed. We are Guernsey-men — the 
lu^er is from Guernsey — and, no doubt, we have a Guernsey 
loolt. This is being half French, I allow." 

" That alters the matter altogether. Neighbor Viti, this a 
all true about the island, and about its habits and its (mgin;- 
and if one could be as certMn about the names, why nothing 
wore need be swd. Are Giac Sraees, and Ving-y-Viag, 
Guernsey names V' 

"They are not particularly so," returned the sailor, with 
difliculty refraining from laughing in the vice-govematore'a face ; 
" Jaques Smeet' being so Enghsh, that we are the Iwgest family, 
perhaps, in all Inghilterra. Half the nobles of the island am 
called Smeet', and not a few are named Jaques. But little 
Guernsey was conquered ; and our smcestors who performed that 
office, brought their names with them, Signore. As tor Ving- 
And-Ving, it is capital Enghsh." 

" I do not see, Vito, but this is reasonable. If the capitanoi 
now, only had hia commission with him,, you irad I mi^t go 
to bed in peace, and sleep till morning." 
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" Here, then, Signore, are your sleepii)g potions," continued 
the laughing sailor, drawing from his pocket several papers. 
" These are my ordeis from the admiral ; and, as they are not 
secret, you can cast your eyes over them. This is my eommis- 
sion. Signer Viee-govematore— this is the signature of the 
English minister of marine — and here is my own, 'Jaques 
Smeet',' as you see, and here is the order to me, as a lieutenant, 
to take c«mmand of the Ving-And-Ving." 

AH the orders and names were there, certainly, written in a 
dear, f^r hand, and in perfectly good English. The only thing 
that one who understood the language would have been apt to 
advert to, was the circumstance that the words which the sailor 
pronounced "Jaques Smeet'," were written, plainly enough, 
"Jack Smith" — an innovation on the common practice, which, 
to own the truth, had proceeded from his own obstinacy, and 
had been done in the very teeth of the objections of the scribe 
who foi^d the .papers. But Andrea was sti51 too little of an 
English scholar to understand the blunder, and the Jack passed, 
with him, quite aa currently as would " John," " Edward," or 
any other appellation. Aa to the Wing-And-Wing, alt was 
right; though, as the words were pointed out and pronounced 
by both parties, one pertinaciously insisted on calling them 
"Ving-And-Ving," and the other, " Ving-y-Ving." All this 
evidence had a great tendency towards smoothing down every 
difficulty, and Tilaso Tonti's objections were pretty nearly 
fo^i;otten by both the ItaUans, when the papers were returned 
to their proper owner. 

" It was an improbable thing that an enemy, or a cors^, 
wonld venture into this haven of ours, Vito Viti," sMd the vice- 
govematore, in a self-approving manner ; " we have a reputation 
for being vigilant, and for knowing our business, as well as the 
authorities of Livomo, or Genova, or Napoh." 

" And that too, Signore, with nothing in the world to gMn 
but hard knocks and a prison," added the Captjun Smeet', widi 
one of his most winning smiles — a smile that even softened the 
heart of the podest^, while it »o ^ w^niud. ^at of bia superior, 
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8S to induce him to invite the stranger to share his own frugaJ 
aupper. The invitation was accepted as frankly as it had been 
given, and, the table being ready m an adjoining room, in a few 
minutes n Capitano Smeea and Vito Viti mere sharing the vice 
govematoro's evening meal. 

From this moment, if distrust existed any longer in the hreasta 
of the two functionaries of Porto Ferrajo, it was so eti'ectually 
smothered as to he known only to themselves. The hght fare 
of an Italian- kitohen, and the light wines of Tuscany, just served 
to strengthen the sptem and enhven the spirits ; the conver- 
sation becoming general and lively, as the business of the 
moment proceeded. At that day, tea was known throughout 
southern Europe as an ingredient only for the apothecary's 
keeping ; nor wai it often to be found among his stores ; and 
the convives used, as a substitute, large draughts of the pleasant 
mountain liquors of the adjacent main, which produced an 
excitement scarcely greater, while it may be questioned if it did 
as much injury to tie health. The ati'anger, however, both eat 
and drank sparingly, for, while he affected to join cordially in 
the discourse and the business of reslorathn, he greatly desired 
to he at hberty to pursue his own designs. 

Andrea Barrofaldi did not let so excellent an opportunity to 
show his acquirements to the podesti go by neglected. He 
talked much of England, its history, its rehgion, government, 
laws, climate, and industry ; making frequent appeals to the 
Capitano Smees for the truth of his opinions. In most cases 
the parties agreed surprismgly, for (he stranger started with a 
deliberate intention to assent to everything ; but even this com- 
pliant temper had its embarrassments, since tiie viee-govema- 
tore BO put his interr<^torie8 as occasionally to give to 
acquiescence the appearance of dissent The other floundered 
tiirough his difficulties tolerably well, notwithstanding ; and so 
successful was he, in particular, in flattering Andrea's self-love 
by expressions of astonishment that a foreigner should under- 
stand his own country so well— better, indeed, in many respects, 
than he underatood it himself— and that he should be so fami- 
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liar with its habits, institutions, and geography, that, by the time 
the flask was emptied, the superior functionary whispered to hia 
inferior, that the stranger manifested so much inforraatioa and 
good sense, he should not ba surprised if he turned out, in tJie 
long run, to be some secret agent of the British government, 
employed to make philosophical inquiries as to the trade and 
navigation of Italy, mth a view to improve the business rela- 
tions between the two countries, 

" You are an admirer of nobihty, and a devotee of aristo- 
cracy," added Andrea Barr<)faldi, in pursuit of the subject dien 
in hand; "if the truth were known, a scion of some noble 
house yourself, Signore !" 

" I i^Peste ! — I hate an aristocrat, Signor Vice-govematore, 
as I do the devil !" 

This was s^d just after the freest draught the stranger had 
taken, and with an unguarded warmth that he himself imme- 
diately rcgi'etted, 

" This is extraordinary, in an Inglese ! Ah — I see how it ia 
— you are in the opposizione, and find it necessary to say this. 
It is most extraordinary, good Vito Viti, that these Inglese are 
divided into two political eatles, that contradict each other in 
everything. If one maintiuns that an object is white, the other 
side swears it is black ; and so vice versA. ' Both parlies pro- 
fess to love tlieir country better than anything else ; but the 
one that is out of power abuses even power itself, until it fiiUs 
into its own hands." 

" This is so much like Giorgio Grondi's course towards me, 
Signore, that I could almost swear he was one of these very 
opposizione ! I never approve of a thing that he does not con- 
demn, or condemn, that ho dons not approve. Do you confess 
this much, Signor Oapitano 1" 

" II \-icc-govematore kno\vs ns better than we know ourselves, 
I fear. There is too much truth in his account of our politics ; 
but, Si^ori," rising from his diair, " I now wave your perraia- 
don to look at your town, and to return to my vessel. Thi 
darkness has come, and discipline must bo c'served." 
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Aa Andrea Barrofeldi had pretty well exhaa'sfed his stores 
of knowledge, no opposition was mado ; and returning his 
thanks, the stranger took his departure, leaving the two func- 
tionaries to discuss his appearance and character over the 
reminder of the flask. 
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CHAPTER m. 

" Then'i Jonathan, that Incky I> 



II Capitano Sheet' was not sony to get out of the govern 
ment house — palazzo, as some of the simple people of Elba 
called the unambitious dwelling. He had been well badgered 
by tbe persevering erudition of the vice-govematore ; and, 
stored as he was with nautical anecdotes, and a tolerable perso- 
nal acquaintance with sundry sea-ports, for any expected occa- 
aon of this sort, he had never anticipated a conversation which 
would aspire as high as the institutions, religion, and laws of his 
adopted country. Had the worthy Andrea heard the number- 
less maledictions that the stranger muttered between his teeth, 
as he left the house, it would have shocked all his sensibihtiea, 
if it did not revive his suspicions. 

it was now night ; but a starry, calm, voluptuous evening, such 
as are femihar to those who are acquainted with the Mediterra- 
nean and its shores. There was scarcely abreath of wind, though 
the cool far, that appeared to be a gentle respiration of the sea, 
induced a few idlers still to linger on the heights, where there 
was a considerable extent of land, that might serve for a pro- 
menade. Along this walk the mariner proceeded, undetermined, 
for the moment, what to do next. He had scarcely got into 
the open space, however, before a female, with her form closely 
enveloped in a mantle, brushed near him,_anxiously gazing into 
his fece. Her motions were too quick and sudden for him to 
obtain a look in return ; but, perceiving that she held her way 
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^ong the heights, heyond the spot most frequented by the 
idlers, he followed until she stopped. 

" Ghita !" ssud the young man, in a tone of delight, when h« 
had got near enough to the female to recognise a face and form 
Bhe no longer attempted to conceal ; " this ia being fortunate, 
indeed, and saves a vast deal of trouble. A thousand, thousand 
thanks, dearest Ghita, for this one act of kindness. I might 
have brought trouble on you, a* well as on myself, in striving 
to find your residence," 

" It is for that reason, Raoul, that I have ventured so much 
more than is becoming in my sex, to meet you. A thousand 
eyes, in this gossiping little town, are on your lugger, at this 
moment, and be certain they will also be on its capt^n, as soon 
as it is ki^wn he has landed. I fear you do not know for what 
you and your people are suspected, at this very instant !" 

" For nothing discreditable, I hope, dear Ghita, if it be only 
not to dishonor your friends !" 

" Many think, and say, you are Frenchmen, and that the 
English flag is only a disguise." , . 

" If that be all, we must bear the infamy," answered Eaoul 
Yvard, laughing. " Why this is just what we are to a man, a 
single American excepted, who is an excellent fellow to make 
out British commissions, and help us to a little English when 
harder pushed than common ; and why should we be offended, 
if the good inhabitants of Porto Ferrajo take us for what we 

" Not offended, Eaoul, but endangered. If the vice^vema- 
tore gets this notion, he will order the batteries to fira upon 
you, and will destroy you as an enemy." 

" Not he, Ghita. He is too fond of lo Capitaine Smeet', to 
do so cruel a thing ; and then he must shift all his guns, before 
they will hurt le Feu-Follet where she lies. I never leave my 
little Jack^>'Lanlem* within reach of an enemy's hand, Look ■ 
hare, Ghita; you can see her through this opening in the 
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houses — that dark spot on the bay, there — and you will perceiva 
no gun from any hattery in Porto Ferrajo can as much as 
fiighten, much less harm her." 

"I know her position, Eaoul, and understood why you 
anchored in that spot I knew, or thought I knew you, from 
tte first moment you came in plain sight ; and so long aa you 
remained outside, I was not sorry to look on so old a friend — 
nay, I will go further, and say I rejoiced, for it seemed to ma 
you passed so near the island, just to let some whom you knew 
to be on it, understand you had not fot^tten them ; but when 
you came into the bay, I thought you mad !" 

" Mad I should have been, dearest Ghita, had I Uved longer 
without seeing you. What are these misirablea of Elbans, that 
I should fear them ! They have no cruiser — only a few feluc- 
cas — all of which are not worth the trouble of burning. Let 
tlem but point a finger at us, and we will tow their Austrian 
polacre out into the bay, and bum her before their eyes. Le 
Feu-FoUet deserves her name ; she is here, there, and every- 
where, before her enemies suspect her," 

" But her enemies suspect ber now, and you cannot be too 
cautious. My heart was in my throat a dozen tjmes, while the 
batteries were firing at you this evening," 

" And what harm did they ! they cost tbe Grand Duke two 
cartridges, and two shot, without even changing the lugger's 
course ! You have seen too much of these things, Ghita, to be 
alarmed by smoke and noise." 

" I have seen enough of these things, Raoul, to know that a 
heavy shot, fired from these haghts, would have gone through 
your httle Feu-Follet, and, coining out under water, would have 
sunk you to the bottom of the Mediterranean." 

" We should have had our boats, then," answered Baoul 
Yvafd, with an indifference that was not a^t«d, for reckleu 
daring was his vice, rather than his virtue ; " besides, a shot 
must first hit, before it can harm, as the fish must be taken, 
before it can be cooked. But enough of this, Ghita ; I get quit« 
enough of shot, and ships, and BiukingB, in every-day life, and. 
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now I have at last found this blessed moment, we will not throw 
away the opportunity by talking of such matters — " 

" Nay, Raoul, I can think of nothing else, and therefore can 
talk of nothing else. Suppose the vice-governatote should 
suddenly take it into his Lead to send a party of soldiers to le 
Feu-FoUet, with ordem to s«ze her — ^what would then be your 
situation !" 

" Let him ; and I would sead a l)oat's crew to his palarao, 
here," the conversation was in French, which Ghita spoke 
fluently, though with an Italian accent, " and take him on a 
cruise after the English and his beloved Austriana I Bah ! — 
Uie idea will not ci'oss his constitutional brain, and there is little 
use in talking about it. In the morning, I will send my prime 
minister, mon Barraa, mon Camot, mon Camhacceres, mon 
Ithuel Bolt, to converse with him on politics and rehgion." 

" Keligion," repeated Ghita, in a saddened tone; "the less 
you say on that holy subject, Raoul, tie better I shall like it, 
and the better it will be for youKoit in the end. The state of 
your country makes your want of religion matter of regret, 
rather than of accusation, but it is notie the less a dreadful evil," 

" Well, then," resumed the sailor, who felt he had touched a 
dangerous ground, "we will talk of other things. Even sup- 
posing we are taken, what great evil have we to apprehend ! 
We are honest corsaire, duly commissioned, and acting under 
the protection of the French Eepubhcj one and undivided, and 
can but be made prisoners of war. That is a fortune which has 
once befallen me, and no greater calamity followed than my 
having to call myself le Capitune Smeet', and finding out the 
means of mj^tifying le vice^vematore." 

Ghita laughed, in spite of the fears she entert^ed, hr it was 
one of the mofit powerful of &.B agencies the sailor employed in 
making others converts to his opinions, to cause them to sympa- 
thize with his light-hearted gaiety, whether it suited their natural 
temperaments >^ not. She knew that Baoul had already he&i 
a prisoner m England two yeais, where, as he often said himself 
hf stayed just long eooi^h to acqiiiifi a verr Tespecttd>l« acqunitti 
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anco with the language, if not with the instituiions, mannera, 
and religion, whea he made his escape aided by the American 
called Ithud Bolt, an impressed seainan of onr own Republic, 
who, fully entering into all the plans imagined by his more 
enterprising fiiend and fellow -suiFerer, hail cheerfully enlisted in 
the execution of his future schemes of revenge. States, like 
powerful individuals in private life, usually feet themselves too 
strong to allow any considorationa of the direct consequences of 
degptures fi'om the right to influence their policy ; and a nation 
is apt lo fancy its power of such a character, as to despise all 
worldly amends, while its moral responsibility is divided among 
too many to make it a matter of much concern to its particular 
citizens. Nevertheless, the truth will show that none ai'e so low 
but they may become dangerous to the highest; and even 
powerful communities seldom (ml to meet with their pimishment 
for every departure from justice. It would seem, indeed, that a 
prindple pervades nature, which rendei's it impossible for man 
to escape the consequences of his own evil deeds, even in this 
life ; as if God had decreed the universal predominance of truth, 
and the never-failing downfall of falsehood from the banning ; 
the Success of wrong being ever temporaiy, while the triumph of 
the right is eternal. To apply these eonsohng considerations to 
the matter more immediately before us : The practice of impress- 
ment, in its day, rmsed a feehng among the seamen of other 
nations, as well as, in fact, among those of Great Britain herself, 
that probably has had as much effect in destroying the prestige 
of her nautical invincibih'ty, supported, as was that prestige, By 
a vast existing force, as any other one cause whatever. It waa 
necessary to witness the feeling of hatred and resentment that 
was riused by the practice of this despotic power, more especially 
among those who felt that their foreign birth ought at least to 
have insured them impnnity from the abuse, in order fully to 
appreciate what might so readily become its consequences. 
Ithuel Bolt, the seaman just mentioned, was a proof^ in a small 
way, of the harm that even an insignificant individual can effect, 
when his mind ia fiilly and wholby bent on revenge. Ghita knew 
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iam well ; and, although she little liked either his character or 
hJ3 appearance, she had often been obliged to smile at the 
narrative of the deceptions he practised on the English, tmd (rf 
the thousand low inventions he had devised to do them injury 
She was not slow, now, to imagine that his ^eney had not beai 
trifling in carrying on the present fraud. 

" You do not openly call your lugger le Peu-Follet, Eaoul," 
she answered, after a minute's pause ; " that would be a danger- 
ous name to utter, even in Porto Ferrajo. It is not a week 
since I heard a mariner dwelling on her misdeeds, and the 
reasons that all good Itahans have to det^t her. It is fortunate 
the man is away, or he could not fail to know you." 

" Of that I am not so certain, Ghita. We alter our paint 
often, and, at need, can alter our rig. You may be certain, 
however, that we hide our Jack-o'Lantern, and sail under 
another name. The lugger, now she is in the English service, 
is called the ' Ving-and-Ving.' " 

" I heard the answer g^ven to the hml fi^m the shore, but it 
sounded different from this." 

"Non — ^Ving-And-Ving. Ithuel answered for us, and you 
may be sure he can spealt his own tongue. Vii^-And-Ving ia 
the word, and ho pronounces it as I do." 

" Ving-y-ving!" repeated Ghita, in her pretty Italian tones, 
dropping naturally into the vice-govematore's fault of pronunda- 
tion — " it is an odd name, and I like it leas than Feu-FolleL" 

" I wish, dearest Ghita, I could persuade you to hke the name 
of Yvard," rejoined the young man, in a half-reproachful, half- 
tender manner, "and I should care nothing for any other. 
YoQ accuse me of disrespect for priests ; but no son could ever 
kneel to a fether for his blessing, half so readily, or half so 
devoutly, as I could kneel with thee, before any friar in Italy, to 
receive that nuptial benediction which I have so often asked at 
your hand, but which you have so constantly and so cruelly 
refiised." 

"I am afraid the name would not then be Feu-FoUet, but 
Ghita-Folie," swd the girl, laughing, though she felt a bitter 
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p«ig at the heart, tiiat cost her an effort to control ; — " no more 
of this now, Raoul ; wo may be obaerved .ind watehed ; it is 
necessary that we separate," 

A hurried conversation, of more interest to the young couple 
themaelvea than it would prove to the reader, though it might 
not liave been wholly without the latter, but which it would bo 
premature to relate, now followed, when Ghita left Raoul on the 
hill, insisting that she knew the town too well to have any 
apprehensions about threading its narrow and steep streets, 
at any hour, by herself. This mudi, in sootli, must be said in 
favor of Andrea Barrofaldi's administration of ji;stice ; he had 
made it safe for the gentle, the feeble, and the poor, equally, to 
move about the island by day or by night ; it seldom happening 
that so great an enemy to peace and tranquillity appeared among 
his simple dcpendaiite, as was the fact at this precise moment. 

In the meantime, there was not quite as much tranquillity in 
Porto Ferrajo, as the profound silence which reigned in the 
place might have induced a sti'anger to imagine. Tommaso 
Tonti was a man of influence, within his sphere, as weU as tho 
vice-govematore ; and having parted itoat Vito Viti, as has been 
related, he sought the little cHentslle of padroni and piloti, who 
were in the habit of listening to his opinions as if they were 
oracles. The usual place of resort of this set, after dark, was a 
certain house kept by a widow of the name of Benedetta 
Galopo, the uses of which were plainly enough indicated by a 
sraflll bush that hung dangling from a short pole, fastened above 
the door. If Benedetta knew Miything of the proverb, that 
"good wine needs no budi," she had not sufficient feith in the 
contents of her own casks to trust to their reputation ; for this 
bush of hers was as regularly renewed as its withering leaves 
required. Indeed, it was a common remark among her eustom- 
era, that her bush was alwaj-s as fresh as her fece, and that 
the latter was one of the most comely that was to be met with 
on the island; a drcumstanee that aided much indifferent wine 
in finding a market. Benedetta bore a reasonably good name, 
nevertheless, though it was (rftener felt, perhaps, than said, that 
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she waa a confirmed coquette. She tolerated 'Maso princip^y 
on two accounts; because, if he were old and unattractive in hja 
own person, many of his foUowere were among the amartest 
seamen of the port, and because he not only drank his full 
proportion, but paid with punctuality. These inducements 
rendered the pilot alwaj-s a welcome guest at La Santa Maria 
degli Venti, as the house was called, thouijh it had no other 
sign than the often-renewed bush, already mentioned. 

At the very moment, then, when Eaoul Yvard and Ghita 
parted on the hill, 'Maao waa seat<?d in liis usual place at 
the table in Benedetta's upper room, the mndowa of which 
commanded as full a view of the lugger as the hour permitted; 
that craft being anchored about a cable's length distant, and, 
as a sailor might have expressed if, just abeam. On tiis occa- 
sion he had selected the upper i-oom, and but three companions, 
because it was his tmh that as few should enter into his coun- 
sels as at all compoi-ted with the love of homage to his own 
experience. The party had been assembled a quarter of an 
hour, and there had been time to cause the tide to ebb mat^ 
rially in the flask, which it may be well to t«ll the reader at 
once, contained very little less than half a gallon of liquor, such 

" I have told it all to the podesti," said 'Maeo, vrith an 
important manner, as he put down bis glass, after potation 
the second, which quite equalled iMtafJon the first in quantity ; 
"yes, 1 ha-e told it all to Vito Viti, and no doubt he has told it 
to II Signor Vice-govematore, who now knows as much about 
the whole matter as either of us four. Cospetto !— to think 
such a thing dare happen in a haven like Porto Ferrajo ! Had 
it come to pass over on ^o other side of the island, at Porto 
Jjongone, one wouldn't thi^ so much of it, for they are never 
much on the iaok-out ; but to take place here, in the very capi- 
tal of Elba, I should m soon have expected it in Livomo I" ' 

" But, 'Maso," put in Daiiiele Bruno, in the manner of one 
who was a little sceptical, "I have often seen the pavilion 
of the Inglese, and this is as much like that which all their fti- 
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gates and corvettes wear, aa one of our feluccas is like another. 
Tte flag, at least, is right." 

" What signifies a fiag, Daniele, when a French hand can 
hoist an English encigii as easily as the king of Inghilterta him- 
self? If that lugger was not huilt by the Francese, you were 
not huilt hy an Italian father and mother. But, I shoiild 
not think so much of the hull, for that may have been captured, 
as the English take many of their enemies on the high seas ; 
hut look at the "gguig and swk — Santa Maiia ! I could go to 
the shop of the very sail-maker, in Marseilles, who made that 
foresail ! His name is Pierre Benoit, and a very good workman 
he is, aa all will allow who have had occasion to employ him." 

This particularity greatly aided tlie argument ; common 
minds being seldom ahove yielding to the circumstances which 
are so often made to corroborate imaginaiy iacts, Tomniaso 
Tonti, though so near the truth as to his main point — the cha- 
racter of the visitor — was singularly out as to the sail, notwith- 
standing ; le Feu-Follet having been built, equipped, and manned 
at Nantes, and Pierre Benoit never having seen her or her fore- 
sail either ; but it mattered not, in the way of discussion and 
assertion, one saihnaker being as good as another, provided he 
was French. 

" And have you mentioned this to the podest&, V' inquired 
Benedetta, who stood vrith the empty flask in her hand, listen- 
ing to, the discourse ; " I should think that smI would open his 

" I cannot say I have ; but then I told him so many other 
things more to the point, that he cannot do less than believe 
this, when he hoars it Signor Viti promised to meet me here, 
after he has had a conversation with the vice-govematore ; and 
we may now expect him every minute." 

" II Signor Podesta will be welcome," said Benedetta, wiping 
off a spare table, and bustling round the room to make things 
look a httle smarter than they ordinarily did ; " he may fre- 
quent grander wine-houses than this, but he will hardly find 
better Hquor." 
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" Poverina ! — Don't think Uiat the podesta comes here en any 
such errand ; he comes to meet im" answered 'Maso, with an 
indulgent smile; "he takes his wine too often on tie heights, 
to wish to come as low as this after a glass. Friends of mine 
{amigi rmS), there is wine up at that house, that, when the oil is 
once out of the neck of the flask,* goes down a man's throat as 
smoothly as if it were ail oil itself 1 I could drink a Sask of it 
without once stopping to take breath. It is that liquor which 
makes the nobles so light and sury." 

" I know the washy stnfii" put in Benedetta, with more 
warmth than she was used to betray to her customers ; " well 
may you call it smooth, a good spring running- near each of the 
wine-presses that have made it. I have seen some of it that 
e^en oil would not float on !" 

This assertion was a fair counterpoise to that of the sail, being 
about as true. But Benedetta had too much experience in the 
inconstancy of men, not to be aware that if the three or four cus- 
tomers who were present sliould seriously take up the notion 
that the island contained any better liquor than that she habit- 
ually placed before them, her value might bo sensibly diminish- 
ed in their eyes. As became a woman who had to struggle 
singly with the world, too, her natire shrewdness taught her, 
that the best moment to refiite a calumny was to stop it as 
soon as it began lo circulatB, and her answer was as wana iu 
manner as it was positive in terms. This was an excellent 
opening for an animated discussion, and one would have been 
very likely to occur, had there not fortunately been steps heard 
without, that induced 'Maso to expect the podesti. Sure 
enough, the door opened, and Vito Vitj appeared, followed, to 
the astonishment of all the guests, and to the absolute awe of 
Benedetta, by the viee-govematore himself. 

The solution of this unexpected visit is very easily given. 
After the departure of the Capitano Smees, Vito Viri returned 



ty Google 



H WIBG-AMD-WING. 

to tho subject of 'Maw's suspidons, and by suggesting certain 
little cjrcumstaneea in the mariner's manner, tliat be had noted 
during tbe intcmew, be so far succeeded in making an impres- 
sion on bunself, tbat, in tbe end, his own distrust revived, and 
with it tbat of the deputy-governor. Neithw, however, could 
be said to be more than uneasy, and the podestil happening to 
mention his appointment with the pilot, Andrea determined to 
accompany him, in order to reconnoitre tbe strange craft in per- 
son. Both the functionaries wore tlieir cloats, by no means an 
unusual thing in tbe cool night air of tbe coast, even in mid- 
summer, which served tiem for all the disguise tbat circumstan- 
ces required. 

"D Signor Vice-^ovematoi-e !" almost gasped Beuedetta, 
dusting a chair, and then tbe table, and disposing tbe former 
neior tbe latter by a sort of mechanical process, as if only one 
errand could ever bring a guest within her doors; "your 
eecellenza is most welcome ; and it is an honor I could oftener 
ask. We are humble people down here at tbe water side, but 
I hope we are just aa good Christians as if we lived upon the 
hill." 

" Doubt it not, worthy Bettina— " 

" My name is Benedetta, at your eccellenza's command — 
BenedeUina, if it please tbe vice-govomatore ; but not Bettina. 
"We think much of our names, down here at the water side, 



" Let it be so, then, good Benedetta, and I make no doubt 
you are excellent Christians. — A flask of your wine, if it be 
convenient." 

The woman dropped a curtsey tbat was full of gratitude ; and 
the glance of triumph that she east at her other guests, may be 
said to have terminated the discusMon tbat was about to com- 
mence, as the dignitaries appeared. It disposed of the ques- 
tion of tbe wine at once, and for ever silenced cavilling. If the 
vice-govematore could drink her liquor, what mariner would 
henceforth, dare calumniate it ! 

"Eecellenza, vnth a thousand welcomes," Benedetta conti- 
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nued, aa she placed the Hask on -lie table, after having cwefufly 
removed the cotton and tJie oil with her own plump hand ; this 
being one of half a dozen flasks of really sound, well-flaTored, 
Tuscan liquor, that she kept for especial occasions; as she well 
mig'ht, the coat being only a paul, or fen cents for near half a 
gallon; "Eccelleuza, a million times welcome. This is an 
honor that don't befell the Santa Maria degh Ventj more than 
once in a centuiy; and jou, too, Signor Podesta, once before, 
tally, have you ever had leisure to darken my poor door." 

""We bachelors" — the podestii, as well as the vice-governor, 
belonged to tie fraternity — " we bachelors are afraid to trust 
ourselves too often in the company of a sprightly widow like 
youi'self, whose beauty has ratJier improved than leasMied by a 
few years." 

This brought a coquettish answer, during which time Andrea 
Barrofeldi, having firat satisfied himself that the wine mi^t be 
swallowed with impunity, was occupied in surveying tlie psutf 
of silent and humble marines, who were seated at the other 
table. His object was to ascertain how far he might have com- 
mitted himself, by appearing in such a place, when his visit 
could not well be attributed to more than one motiw. "Maso 
he knew, as the oldest pilot of the place, and he had also some 
knowledge of Daniele Bruno ; but the three other seamen wwo 
strangers to him. 

" Inquire if we are among friends, here, and worthy subjects 
of the Grand Duke, all," observed Andrea tn Vito Viti, in alow 

" Thou hearcst, 'Maso," observed the podesta ; " canst thou 
answer for all of thy companions !" 

"Every one of them, Signore : this is Daniele Bruno, whoso 
father was killed in a baUle with the Algerines, and whose 
mother was the daughter of a mariner, as well known in Hba 

" Never mind the parijculars, Tommaso Tonti," interrupted 
the vice^overnatore — " it is sufficient that thou knowelst all Ebv 
companions (o be honest meii, and foithfu! servMite of the aov- 
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rano. You all know, most probably, the errand which has 
brought the Signer Viti and myself to this house, to-night !" 

The men looked at each other, as the iU-instructed are apt to 
do, when it becomes necessary to answer a question that con- 
cerns many ; assisting the workings of their minds, as it might 
be, \rith the aid of the senses ; and then Daniele Bruno took on 
himself the office of spokesman, 

" Signore, voatro eccelienza, we think we do," answered the 
man. " Our fellow, 'Maso here, has given ns to understand 
that he suspects the Inglese that is anchored in the bay, to bo 
no Inglese at all, but either a pirate or a Frenchman. The 
Weased Maria preserve us ! but in these troubled times it does 
not make much difference which," 

" I will not say as much as that, friend — for one would be an 
outcast among all people, while the oliier would have the rights 
which shield the servants of civilized nations," returned the 
scrupulous and just-minded functionary. " The time was when 
His Imperial Majesty, the emperor, and his illustrious brother, 
onr sovereign, the Grand Duke, did not allow that the republi- 
can government of France was a lawful government ; but the 
fcatnne of war removed his scruples, and a treaty of peace has 
allowed the contrary. Since the iate alliance, it is our duty to 
consider all Frenchmen as enemies, though it by no means fol- 
lows that we are to consider them as pirates." 

" But their corsairs seize all our craft, Signore, and treat 
thar peopk as if they were no better than dogs ; then, they 
(ell me that they are not ChristianB — no, not even Lulerani or 
heretics !" 

"That religion does not flourish among them, is true," 
answered Andrea, who loved so well to discourse on sttch sub- 
jects, that he would have stopped to reason on religion or 
manners, with the beggar to whom he gave a pittance, did he 
only meet with encouragement ; " but it is not as bad in France, 
on this important head, as it has been ; and we may hope that 
there will be further improvement, in due time." 

" But, Signor Vice-govematore," put in 'Maso, " these people 
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have treated the holy fether and hia states in a way that one 
would not treat an Infidel or a Turk !" 

iye that is it, Signori," observed Bcnedetta— " a poor 
woman c-iiiuot go to mass without having her mind disturbed 
b\ Ih" thoughts of the wrongs done the head of the church. 
Hid these things come from Luterani, it might have been 
borne hut thei say the Franceso were once all good Catholics !" 

" bo were the Luterani, bells Benedetta, to fieir chief schis- 
matic and leader, the German monk himselE" 

This piece of information caused gKut surprise, even tiia 
podestil himself turning an inquiring glance at his superior, as 
much as 1o acknowledge his own wonder that a Protestant 
should ever have been anything but a Protcsta,nt — or rather, a 
Lutheran anything but a Lutheran — the word Protestant being 
too significant to be in favor among those who deny there were 
any just grounds for a protest at all. That Luther had ever 
been a Romanist, was perfectly wonderful, even in the eyes of 
Vito Viti. 

" Signore, you would hardly mislead these honest people, in 
a matter as grave as this !" exclaimed the podesta. 

" I do but tell you truth ; and one of these days you shall 
heaj' the whole story, neighbor Viti, Tis worth an hour of 
leisure, to any man, and is very consoling and useful to a 
Christian. But whom have you below, Benedetta— I hear steps 
on the stjurs, and wish not to be seen." 

The widow stepped promptly forward to meet her new guests, 
and to show them into a commoner room, below staJra, when 
her movement was anticipated by the door's opening, and a 
man's standing on the threshold. It was now too late to 
prevent tlie intnision, and a little surprise at the appearance of 
tlie liow-comer held all mute and observant for a minute. 

The jierson who had Bjllowed his ears, and thus reached the 
sanctum sanctorum of Benedetta, was no other than Ithuel Bolt-, 
the Amerjcaii seaman, already named in the earlier part of this 
chapter, He was baclfed by a Genoese, who had come in the 
double eipacity of iiilciiircl*r and boon cfimpaniou. Tliat the 
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reader may the better understand the character he has to deal 
with, however, it may be necessary to digrcM, by giving a short 
account of the history, appearance, and peculiantips ot the formor 
individual. 

Ithuel Bolt was a native of what, in this great Union, is 
called the Granite State. NotwitJistanding he was not absolutely 
made of the stone in question, there was an absence of the ordinary 
symptoms of natural feeling about Mm, tliat had induced many 
of his French acquaintances in particular to affirm fiat there 
was a good deal more of marble in his moral temperament, at 
least, fJian usualh ftll to the lot of hiunan beings. He had the 
outline of a good Inme, but it was miserably deficient in the 
filling up. The bone predominated ; the siuen's came next in 
conaderation ; nor was the mtn without a proper share of 
muscle ; but this last was so disposed of as to pi'esent nothing 
but angles, whichever ma} he w^s viewed, Even his thumbs 
and fingers were nearer square than round; and his very neck, 
which was bare, though a black silk kerchief was tied loosely 
round the throat, had a sort of pentagon look about it, that 
defied al! symmetry or grace. His stature was just six feet and 
an inch, when he striughfened himself; as he did from time to 
time, seemingly ivith a desire to relieve a very inveterate stoop 
in his shoulders ; though it was an inch or two less in the 
position he meet affected. His hair was dark, and his skin had 
got several coats of confirmed brown on it, by exposure, though 
ori^nally rather feur ; while the features were good, the forehead 
being broad and fiill, and the mouth positively handsome. 
"This singular countenance wiis illuminated by two keen, restless, 
whitish eyes, that resembled, not spots on the sun, but rather 

Ithuel had gone throujth all the ordinary rieissitudes of an 
American life, l>eneath those pursuits which aii; commonly 
thought to !)e confined to the class of gentlemen. He had been 
farmer's boy, iirinter's devil, schoolmaster, stage-driver, and 
tan-pedlar, before he ever saw the sea. In the way of what he 
called "chores," too, he had practised all the known devices of 
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rustic domestic economy ; hawng assisted even in the washing 
and house-cleaning, besides having passed the evenings of an 
entire -winter in making brooms. 

Ithuel had reached his thirtieth year before he dreamed of 
gomg to sea. An accident, then, put preferment in this form 
before his eyes, and he engaged as the mate of a small coaster, 
on hia very first voyage. Fortunately, the master never found 
out his defidencica, for Ithuel had a self-poaseeaed, confident way 
with him, that prevented discovery, until they were outside of 
the port from which they sdled, when the former was knocked 
overboard by the mwn boom, and drowned. Most men, so 
circumstanced, would have returned, but Bolt never laid his 
hand to the plough and looked back. Besides, one course was 
quite as easy to him as another. Whatever he undertook he 
usually completed, in some fashion or other, though it were 
often much better had it never been attempted. Fortunately 
it was summer, the wind was fair, and the crew wanted hUie 
ordering ; and as it was quite a matter of course to steer in the 
right direction, until the schooner was carried safely into her 
proper port, she arrived safely ; her people swearing that the 
new mate was the easi^t and cleverest olScer they had ever 
sfuled with. And well they might, for Ithuel took care not to 
issue an order, until he had heard it suggested in terms by one 
of the hands ; and then he never faled to repeat it, word for 
word, as if it were a suggestion of his own. As for the reputa- 
tion of " cleverest" officer, which he so easily ohbuned, it wili be 
understood, of course, that the term was used in the provindal 
signification that is so common in the part of the world from 
which Ithuel came. He was " clever " in this sense, predaely 
in proportion as he was ignorant. His success, on this occasion, 
gtuned him fiiends, and he was immediately sent out again as 
the regular master of the craft, in which he had so mexpectedly 
received his promotion. He now thi'ew all the duty on the 
mate ; but so ready was he in acquiring, that, by the end of six 
months, he was a much better sailor than most Europeans would 
bave made in three yeai-s. As the pitcher that goes too often 
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to tie weil is finally broken, so did Ithuel meet with shipwreck, 
at last, in consequence of gross ignorance on the subject of 
navigation. This induced him to try a long voyage, in a more 
snbordinata situation, until in the course of time he was 
impressed by the commander of an English frigate, who had 
lost so many of his men by the yellow fever, that he seized upon 
all he could lay his hands on, to supply their places, even Ithuel 
being acceptable in such a strait. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



The g-lrtuco ivhich Tthuel cjist around liim was brief, but com- 
prehensive, lie saw that two of the party in the room wero 
much superior to the other four, and that the last were common 
Mediterranean marineis. The position which Benedetta occu- 
pied in the household could not be mistaken, for she proclaimed 
herself its mistress by her very air ; whether it wore in the upper 
or in the lower room. 

" Vino," said Ithuel, with a flourish of the hand, to help 
along his Italian, this Mid one or two more being the only words 
of the language he ventured to use directly, or without calling 
in the assistance of his interpreter ; " vino — vino, vino, Sigiiora." 

" Si, si, si, Signore," answered Benedetta, laughing, and this 
with her meaning eyes so keenly riveted on the person of her 
now guest, as to make it very questionable whether she were 
amused by anytliing but his appearance ; " your eccellenza shall 
be served; but whetlier at a paul, or a balf-paul the flask, 
depends on your own pleasure. We keep wine at both prices, 
and," glancing towards the table of Andrea Ban'oMdi, " usually 
serve the first to signori of rank and distinction." 

" "What does the woman say !" growled Ithuel to his inter- 
preter, a Genoese, who, from ha\-ing served several years in the 
British navy, spoke English with a very tolerable facility ; " you 
know what we want, and just tell her to hand it over, and I 
will fork out her St. Paul witliout more words. What a des- 
perate liking your folks have for saints, I'hilip-o," for so Ithuci 
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pronounced Filippo, the name of his companion — " what a des- 
perate lilting jom folks have for saints, Philip-o, that they must 
even call their mosey u'ter them." 

"It not so in Amei-ica, Signer Bolto?" asked the Genoese, 
after he had explsuned his wishes to Benedetta, in Italian ; " it 
no ze fashion in your country to honor ze saints ?" 

" Honor the saints I" repeated Ithuel, looking cnriously around 
him, as he took a seat at a third tahle, shonng aside the glasses 
at the same time, and otherwise disposing of everything within 
reach of his hand, so as to suit his own notions of order, and 
then leaning back on his chair until the two ends of the uprights 
dug into the plaster behind him, while the legs on which the 
febrlc was poised cracked with his weight; "honor the saints ! 
we should be much more like to dishonor them ! What does 
any one want to honor a saint for ? A saint is but a human — 
a man like you and me, after all the fuss you make about 'em. 
Swnts abound in my country, if you'd behevc people's account 
of themselves." 

" Not quite so, Signor Bolto. You and me no great saint, 
Italian honor saint because he holy and good." 

By this time Ithuel had got his two feet on the round of his 
seat, his knees spread so as to occupy as much space as an 
unusual length of leg would permit, and his arms extended on 
the tops of two chairs, one on each side of him, in a way to 
resemble what is termed a spread eagle, 

Andrea Ban'ofaldi regarded all this with wonder. It is true, 
he expected to meet with no great refinement in a wine-houae 
like that of Benedetta ; but he was unaccustomed to see such 
nonchalance of manner in a man of the stranger's class, or, 
indeed, of any class ; the Itahan mariners present occupying 
their chairs in simjile and respeetfid attitudes, as if each man 
had the wisli to be iw little obtrusive as possible. Still he let 
no sign of his surprise escape him, noting al! that passed in a 
grave but attentive silence. Perhaps he saw traces of national 
peculiaiifics, if not of national history, in the circumstances. 

"Uonor saint because he holy and good 1" said Tthuel, with 
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a very ill-conoealed disdain — " why, that is the very reason why 
we don't honor 'em. When you honor a holy man, mankind 
may consait you do it on that very account, and so fall into tho 
notion you worship him, which would be idolatry, the awfullest. 
of all sins, and the one to which every ra'al Christian gives the 
widest bairth. I would rayther worship this flask of wine any 
day, than worship the best saint on your parsons' books." 

As Filippo was no casuist, but merely a believer, and Ithuel 
apphed the end of the flask to his month, at that moment, from 
an old habit of drinking out of jugs and bottles, the Genoese 
made no answer ; keeping hia eyes on the flask, which, by the 
length of time it remained at the other's mouth, appeared to be 
in great danger of being exhausted ; a matter of some moment 
to one of his own relish for the liquor. 

" Do you call this wine !" excliumed Ithuel, when he stopped 
literally to take breath ; " there isn't as much true granite in a 
gallon on't asinapintof our cider. I could swallow a butt, and 
then walk a plank as narrow as your religion, Philip-o !" 

This was said, nevertheless, with a look of happiness which 
proved how much the inward man was consoled by what it had 
received, and a richness of expression about the handsome 
mouth, that denoted a sort of consciousness that it had been tho 
channel of a most agi'eeable communication to the stomach. 
Sooth to say, Benedetta had brought up aflask at a paul, or at 
about four cents a bottle ; a flask of the very quality which she 
had put before the vice-govematore ; and this was a liquor that 
flowed so smoothly over the palate, and of a quality so really 
delicate, that Ithuel was by no means aware of the potency of 
the guest which he had admitted to his interior. 

All this time the lice-govematore was making up his mind 
-oncerning the nation and character of the stranger. That he 
should mistake Bolt for an Englishman was natural enough, and 
the fact had an influence in again unsettling his opinion as to 
the real flag under which the lugger sailed. Like most Itahans 
of that day, he regarded all the families of the northern hordes 
as a spedes of barbarians — an opinion that the air and deport- 
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ment of Itfiuel had no direct agency in changing ; for, while lliis 
singular being was not brawlingly rude and vulgar, like the 
coarser set of his own countrymen, with whom he had occasion- 
ally been brought in contact, ho was so manifestly uncivihzed 
in many mateiial points, as to put his claim to gentiUty mucli- 
beyond a cavil, and that in a negative way. 

" You are a Genoese ?" said Andrea to Filippo, speaking witl: 
the authority of one who had a right to question. 

" Signore, I am, at your eccellenza's orders, though in foreign 
Bervicff at this present moment." 

" In what service, friend ? I am in authoi'ity, here in Elba, 
and aak no more than is my duty." 

" Eccellenza, I can well beheve this," answered Filippo, rising 
and making a respectful salutation, and one, too, that was wifi- 
out any of the awkwardness of tJie same act in a more northern 
man, " as it is to be seen in your appearance. I am now in the 
service of the king of England." 

Filippo said this steadily, though his eyes dropped to the 
floor, under the searching scrutiny they endured. The answer 
of the vice-govematore was dehvered coolly, though it was much 
to the point. 

" You are happy," he said, " in getting so honorable masters ; 
more especially as your own country haa again iallen into the 
hands of the French. Every Italian heart must yearn for a 
government that has its existence and its motives on this side of 
the Alps." 

" Signore, we are a republic to-day, and cfer have been, you 

" Aye — such as it is. But your companion speaks no Italian 
—he is an Inglese V 

" No, Signore — -an Americano : a sort of an Inglese, and yet 
DO Inglese, after all. He loves England very little, if I can 
judge by his discourse." 

" Un' Americano !" repeated Andrea Barrofaldi ; " Afflperi- 
cano!" exclaimed Vito Viti ; "Americano!" said each of the 
mariners in succession, every eye turning with lively curiesity 
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ti>warda the subject of the discourse, who bore it all witii 
appropriate steadiness and dignity. The reader is not to be 
surprised that an Americar. was then regarded with curiosity, in 
a country like Italy ; for, two years later, when an American 
ship of war anchored suddenly before the town of Constantino- 
ple, and announced her nation, the authorities of the Sublime 
Porte were ignorant tiat such a country existed. It is true, 
L^hom was beginning to be much frequented by American 
ship, in the year 1*799 ; but even witli these evidences before 
their eyes, the people of the very porta into which these traders 
entered, were accustomed to consider tlieir crews a species of 
Englishmen, who managed to sail the vessels for the negroes at 
home.* In a word, two centuries and a half of national 
existence, and more tian half a century of national independ- 
ence, have not yet sufficed to teach all the inhabitants of the 
old world, that tie great modem KepubUc is peopled by men 
of a European origin, and possessing white skins. Even of 
these who are aware of the feet, the larger proportion, perhaps, 
have obtained their information through worla of a light 
character, similar to this of our own, rather than by the morg 
legitimate course of regular study, and a knowledge of history. 

" Si," repeated Ithuel, with emphasis, as soon as he heard his 
nationality thus alluded to, and found all eyes on himself— "Si, 
oon Americano — I'm not ashamed of my country ; and if you're 
any way partic'lar in such matters, I come from New Hamp- 
shire — or, what we call the Gi'anite state. Tell 'em this, 
Philip-o, and let me know their idees, in answer," 

Fllippo translated this speech as well as he could, aa he did 
the reply ; and it may as well be stated here, once for all, that 
in the dial(^e which succeeded, the instrumentality of this 
interpreter was necessary that the parties might undeistand each 
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otiior. Tlie reader will, therefore, give Filijipo credit for this 
arrangement, although we shall furnish the different speeches 
yc.ry much its jf tbe parties fully comprehended what was Btad. 

" Uno ilalo di graniU) /" repeated the vice-governatore, 
looking at the podestiil with some doubt in the expression of his 
countenance — " it must be a paJnfUl existence wliich these poor 
people endure, to toil for their food in such a region. Ask him, 
good Fihppo, if they have any wine in his part of the world." 

" Wine !" echoed Ithuel ; " tell the Signore that we shouldn't 
call this stuff wine at all. Nothing goes down our throats that 
doesn't rasp like a file, and bum like a chip out of Vesuvius. I 
wish, now, we had a diinli of New England rum here, in order 
to show him the difference, I despise the man who thinks all 
his own things the best, just because they're his'n ; but tasto in 
taste, a'ter all, and there's no denying it." 

" Perhaps the Signor Americano can g^ve us an insight into 
the religion of his country — or are the Americani pagans i I 
do not remember, Vito, to have read anything of the reli^on 
of that quarter of the world." 

"Rehgion, too! — well, a question like this, now, would make 
a stir among ouv folks in New Hampshire ! Look here, Signore ; 
we don't call your ceremonies, and images, and robes, and 
ringing of Iwlls, and Ijowing and scraping, a religion at all ; any 
more than we should call this smooth liquor, wine." 

Ithuel was more under the influence of this "smooth liquor" 
than he was aware of, or he would not have been so loud in the 
espression of his dissent; as experience had taught him the 
necessity of reserve on aueh subjects, in most Catholic commu- 
nities. But of all this the Signor Barrofaldi was ignorant, and 
he made his answer with the seyerity of a good Catliohc, though 
it was ivith the tamper of a gjntlpman. 

" What the Americano calls our ceremonies, and images, and 
ringing of bells, are probably not understood by him," he said ; 
" since a country as littie civilized as his own cannot very well 
comprehend the mysteries of a profound and ancient religion." 

" Civili^d ! I calculate that it would slump this pait of the 
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world to produce such n civilization as our very youngest 
shildren are brought up od. But it's of no use talkinff, imd so 
we will drink." 

Andrea perceiriu^, indeed, that there was not much use in 
talking, more espeeiaily as Filippo had been a good deal mysti- 
fied by the word " stamp," was now disposed to abandon the 
idea of a dissertation on " religion, manners, and laws," to come 
at once to the matter that brought him into the present 
company. 

" This Americano is also a sen'ant of the English king, it 
would seem," he caielessly remarked ; " I remember to have 
heard that there was a war between his countiy and that of 
the Inglesi, in which the French assisted the Americani to 
obtain a sort of national independence. What that independence 
is, I do not know ; but it is probable that the people of the New 
World are still obliged to find maiiners to serve in the navy 
of their former maalfirs." 

Ithuel's miKcles twitched, and an expression of intense bitter- 
ness daiiened liis countenance. Thai he smiled in a sort of 
derision, and gave vent to his feelings in words. 

" Perhaps you're right, Signore ; perhaps this is the ra'al 
truth of the matter ; for the British do take our people just the 
same as if they had the best right in Hie world to 'em. After 
all, we mat/ be serving our masters ; and all we say and think 
tt home, about independence, is just a flash in the pui! 
Notwithstanding, some on us contrive, by hook or by crook, to 
take our revenge when occasion offers ; and if I don't sarve 
master John Bull an ill turn, whenever luck throws a chance in 
my way, may I never see a bit of the old State again— granite 
or rotten wood." 

This speech was not very closely translated, but enough was 
said to awaken curiosity in the vice-govematore, who thought it 
odd one who served among the English should entertain such 
feelings towards them. As for Ithuel himself, he had not 
observed his usual caution ; hut, unknown to himself, the oily 
wine had more " granite" in it thtm he imagined, and then he 
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seldom spoke of the abuse of impressment without losing more 
or leas of his ordinary self-eommand. 

" Ask the Americano when he fii'st entered into the service 
of the king of Inghilterra," said Andrea, " and why he stays in 
it, if it is impleaaant to him, when so many opportunities of 
quitting it offer V 

" I never entered," returned Ithuel, faking the word in its 
technical meaning ; " they pressed me, as if I had been a dog 
they wanted to turn a spit, and kept me seven long years fights 
ing their accra«ed battles, and otherwise sarving their eends. 1 
was over here, last year, at the mouth of the Nile, and in that 
pretty bit of work — and off Cape St. Vincent, tJX) — and in a 
dozen more of their battles, and sorely against my will, ou 
every account. This was hard to be borne, hut the hardest of 
it has not yet been said ; nor do I know that I shall tell on't at 
all." 

" Anything tlic Americano may think proper to relate will bo 
listened to with pleasure." 

Ithuel was a good deal undecided whether to go on or not ; 
but taking a fresh pull at the flask, it warmed hia feelings to the 
sticking point. 

"Why, it was adding insult to injury. It's bad enougli 
to injure a man, but when it comes to insulting him into the 
bai^n, there must be hui httle grit in his natur' if it don't strike 

"And yet few are wronged who are not calumniated," 
observed the philosophical vice^govematore, "This is only too 
much the case with our Italy, worthy neighbor Vito Viti." 

"I calculate the English treat aU mankind alike, whether it's 
in Italy or Ameriky," for so Ithuel would pronounce this word, 
notwithstanding he had now been cruising in and neio- the 
Mediterranean several years; "but what I found hai'dest to 
be borne, was their running their rigs on me about my language 
and ways, which they were all the time laughing at as Yankee 
conversation and usages, while they pretended that the body out 
of which all on it come, was an English body, and so they set it 
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np to be shot at, by any of their inimies that might happen to 
be jogging along our road. Then, squire, it is generally con- 
saited among us in Ameriky, that we speak much the best 
Enghsh a-going; and sure am I, that none on us call a 'hog,' 
an "og,' an 'anchor,' a 'hanchor,' or a 'horse,' an "orse.' 
What is thought of that matter in this part of the world, Signor 
Squire !" 

" We are not critics in your language, but it is reasonable 
lo suppose that the English speak their omi tongue better than 
any other people. That much must be conceded to them, 
at least, Signov Bolto." 

"I shall acknowledge no such advantage as belonging to 
them. I have not been to school for nothing; not I. The 
English call e-1-e-r-k, dark ; and c-u-c-u-m-b-e-r, eowcumber ; and 
a-n-g-e-1, aingel ; and no reasoning can eonnnce me that's 
light I've got a string of words of this sort, that they pro- 
nounce out of ail reason, tliat's as long as a pair of loading-lines, 
or a ship's til!er-rope. You must know, Signor Squire, I kept 
school in the early part of my hfe." 

" iVbn. e poasibile /" exclaimed the vice-govematore, astonish- 
ment actually getting the better of his habitual good breeding ; 
"you must mean, Signor Americano, that you gave lessons 
in the art of ri^ng and aaihng luggers." 

" You never was more niistaken, Signore. I taught on the 
genera! system, all sorts of things in the edication way ; and had 
one of my scholars made such a blunder as to say 'clark,' 
or ' aingel,' or ' harth,' or ' eowcumber,' he woiddn't have heard 
the last of it, for that week, at least. But I despise an English- 
man fi'om the very bottom of my soul ; for heart isn't deep 
enough for my feelings." 

Absurd as Ithuel's critical dissertations must appear to all 
who have any famil-arity with leal Ejiglish, they were not greatly 
below many criticisms on the same subject that often illustrate 
the ephemeral literature of the country ; and, in his last speech, 
he had made a provind^ use of the word " despise," that is 
getting to be so common, as ahnoat to supplant the tnie signifi- 
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cation. By " despising," Ithuel meant that he " bitted ;" fha 
passion, perhaps, of all others, the most removed from the feel- 
ing described by the word he had used, inasmuch as it is 
not easy to elevate those for whom wo have a contempt, to the 
level necessary to bo hated. 

" Notwithstanding, the Inglese are not a despicable people," 
answered Andrea, who was obliged to lake the stranger literally, 
since he knew nothing of his provincial use of terms ; " for a 
nation of the nortii, they have done maiTcUous things of late 
yeare, especiaUy on the ocean." 

This was more than Ithuel could bear. All his peraonal 
wrongs, and sooth to say they had been of a most grievous 
natui'e, arose before his mind, incited and inflamed by national 
dislike ; and he broke out into such an incoherent tirade of 
abuse, as completely set all Filippo's knowledge of English 
at feult, rendering a ti'anslation impossible. By this time, 
Ithuel had swallowed so much of the wine, a liquor which had 
fer more body than he supposed, that he was rii« for mischief, 
and it was only his extreme violence that prevented him from 
betraying more, than, just at the moment, would have been 
prudent The vice-govematore listened with attention, in the 
hope of catching something useftil ; but it aU came to his ears 
a contused mass of incoherent vituperation, from which he could 
extract nothing. The scene, consequently, soon became unplea- 
sant, and Andrea Barrofaldi tcok measures to put an end to it. 
Watching a favorable oeeasion lo speak, ho put in a word, as 
the excited Bolt paused an instant, fo take breatL. 

" Signore," observed the vice-governafore, " all this may 
be very true ; but as coming from one who serves the Inglese, 
to one who is the servant of their ally, the Grand Duke of Tus- 
cany, it is quite as extraordinary as it is uncalled for ; and 
we will talk of c*her things. This lugger, on board which you 
sail, is out of all question English, notwithstanding what you 
tell us of the nation." 

" Aye, she is English," answ^vd Ithuel, with a grim smile, 
" and a pretty boat she is. But then it n no fault of hers, and 
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what can't be cared must be endured. A Guernsey craft, and a 
desperate goer, when she wakes up and puts on her traveliing 
boots." 

" These niarinere have a iangUBgo ol' tlieir own," remarked 
Andrea to Vito Viti, smiling as in consideration of ItJiuel's 
nautical habits ; " to you and me, the idea of a vessel's using 
boots, neighbor, seems ridiciUous ; but the seamen, in their 
imaginations, bestow all sorts of objects on them. It is curious 
to heai them converse, good Vito ; and now I am dwelliJig 
here ou our island, I have often thought of collecting a number 
of their images, in order to aid in illustrating the sort of litera- 
ture that belongs to their calling, Tliis idea of a lugger's put- 
ting on her boots is quite heroic." 

Now Vito Viti, though an Italian with so musical a name, 
was no poet, tut a man so very literal, ivithal, aa to tender him 
exceedingly matter of feet in most of his notions. Accordingly, 
he saw no particular beauty in the idea of a vessel's wearing 
boots ; ajid, though much accustomed to defer to lie vice- 
govematore's superior knowledge and more extensive reading, 
he had the cour^, on this occasion, to put in an objection to 
the probabihty of the circumstance mentioned. 

" Signer Vice^vernatote," he replied, "all is not gold that 
glitters. Fine words sometimes cover poor thoughts, and, I 
take it, this ia an instance of what I mean. Long as I have 
lived in Porto Ferrajo, and that is now quite fifty years, 
seeing that I was bom here, and have been off the Mand but 
four times in my life — and long, therefore, as I have hved here, 
I never saw a vessel in the harbor that wore boots, or even 

" This is metaphorical, good Vito, and must be looked at in a 
poetical point of view. Honwsr speaks of goddesses holding 
shields before their ^vorite warriors ; while Ariosto makes rat» 
and asses hold discourse together, as if they were members of is 
academy. All this is merely the effect of imagination, SignoM ; 
and he who has the most, is tlie aptest at inventing circumstaD- 
cen, which, tlu)ugh not strictly true, are vastiy agreeable." 
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" As for Homer and Ariosto, Signer Vice-governatore, I 
doubt if either ever saw a vessel with a boot on, or if eifJier ever 
knew as much, about craft in general, as wo who live here in 
Porfo Ferrajo, Harkee, friend Filippo, just ask this Ameri- 
cano i^ in his country, he ever saw vessels wear boots. 
Put the question plainly, and without any of your accnmed 
poetiy." 

Filippo did as desired, leaving Itbuel to put Ids own construc- 
tion on the object of the inquiry ; all that had just passed being 
sealed to him, in consequence of its having been uttered in good 
Tuscan. 

" Boots !" repeated the native of the Granite stat«, looking 
roimd him drolly ; " perhaps not exactly the fimt-part, and the 
soles, for they ought, in reason, to be under water ; but eveiy 
vessel that isn't coppered shows her boot-iop — of tliem, I'll 
Bwear I've seen ten tiouaaud, more or le^," 

Tliis answer mystified the vice-go vematore, and completely 
puzzled Vito Viti. The grave mariners at the other table, too, 
thought it odd, for in no other tongue is the language of the 
sea as poetical, or figui'ative, as in the English ; and the term of 
boot-top, as applied to a vessel, was Greek to them, as well as 
to the other listeners. They conversed among themselves on the 
subject, while their two superiors were holding a secret confer- 
ence on the other side of the room, giving the American time 
to rally his recollection, and remember tlio precise circumstances 
in which not only he himself but all his shipmates, were placed. 
H^o one could be more wily and ingenious than this man, when 
on his guard, tLough the inextinguishable hatred wjti which ho 
regarded England and Englishmen, had come so near causing 
him to betray a secret which it was extremely important, at that 
moment, to conceal. At length a general silence prevailed, tlie 
different groups of speakers ceasing to converse, and all looking 
towards the vice-govematore, as if in expectation that he was 
about to surest something that might give a turn to the dis- 
course, Ifor was this a mistake, for, after inquiring of Bene- 
detta if she had a private room, he invited Ithuel and tlie 
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Juterpreter to follow him into it, leading the way, attended by 
the podeetA. As booh as these four were thus separated from 
the others, the door was closed, and tie two Tuscans came at 
once (o the point. 

"Signor Americano," commenced the vice-goveraatora, 
" between those who understand each other, there is Utile need 
of many words. This is a language which is comprehended all 
over the world, and I put it before you ju the plainest mai»er, 
that wo may have no mistake." 

" It is tolerable plain, sartain !" exclaimed Ithuel— " two- 
four— aix— eight—ten— all good-looking gold pie««, tiat in 
this part of the world you eail neeckini-^t sequins, as we name 
'em, in English. What have I done, Signor Squire, or what am 
I to do for these twenty dollars ? Name your tarms ; liua 
working in the dark is ag'in the grain of my natur' !" 

" You are to tell lie truth ; we suspect tJio lugger of being 
French ; and by putting the proof in om' hands, you will make 
us your tnends, and serve yourself" 

Andrea Barrofaldi knew little of America and Americans, but 
he had imbibed flie common European notion that money was 
the great deity worshipped in this hemisphere, and that "all he 
had to do was to offer a bribe, in order to purchase a man rf 
Ithuel's deportment and appearance. In his own island ten 
sequins would buy almost any mariner of the port to do 
any act short of positive legal criminality ; and the idea that a 
barbarian of the west would refuse such a sum, in preference to 
selling his shipmates, never crossed his mind. LittJe, however, 
did the Italian understand the American. A greater knave than 
Itiuci, in his own way, it was not easy to find ; but H shocked 
all his notions of personal dignity, self-respect, and republican 
virtue, to be thus unequivocally offered a bribe ; and had tha 
fugger not been so awkwardly circumstanced, he would have 
been apt to bring matters to a crisis at once by throwii^ &a 
^Id into the vice-govematc*e'8 face ; although, knowing where 
it was to be found, he might have set about devising swim 
means of cheating the owner out of it at the very next instant. 
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Boon or bribe, directly or unequivocally offered in the shape of 
money, as coming ftom the superior to the inferior, or Ironi the 
corrupter to the corrupted, had he never taken, and it would 
have appeared in his eyes a species of degradation to receive the 
lirst, and of treason to his nationality to accept the last ; though 
he would lie, invent, manage, and contrive, from morning till 
nighty in ordei' to transfer oven copper from the pocket of his 
neighbor to his own, under the forms of opinion and usage. In 
a word, IthucI, as relates to sudi things, is what is commonly 
called law-honest, nith certain broad salvoes, in fevor of smug- 
gling of all sorts, in foreign countries (at home he never 
dreamed of such a thing), custom-house oaths, and legal trickery ; 
and this is just tie class of men apt to declaim the loudest 
against the roguery of the rest of mankind. Had there been a 
law giving half to the informer, he might not have hesitated to 
betray the iu^er, and all she contained, more especially in the 
way of regiUar business ; but he had long before determined 
that every Italian was a treacherous rogue, and not at all to he 
trusted like an American rogue ; and then his indomitable dis- 
like of England would have kept him true in a case of much less 
compheated risk than this. Commanding himself, however, and 
regarding the sequins with natural longing, he aiKwered with a 
simphcity of manner that both surprised and imposed on the 



" So — no — Signor Squire," he said ; " in the first place, I've 
no secret to tell ; and it would be a trickish thing to touch your 
money and not ^ve you its worth in return ; and then the lug- 
ger is Guernsey built, and carries a good King Geoi^'s com- 
mission. In my part of the world we never take gold unless 
we sell something of equal valie. Gifts and begging we look 
upon as mean and unbecoming, and the next thing to going on 
to the town as a pauper ; though if I can sarve you lawfully, 
like, Tm just as willing to work for your money as for that of 
any other man. I've no preference for king's in that par- 
tjc'lar." 

AU this time Ithuel held out the aequins, with a show of 
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returning them, though in a very reluctant manner, learing 
Andrea, who comprehended his actions much better than his 
words, to understand th t he decl ned selling his secret. 

" You can keep the mone} friend," observed the vice- 
governafore, " foi wl en we give m Italy, it is not our practice 
to take the gift back ngam In the moniing, perhaps, you will 
remembec someth ng that t may he useful for me to know." 

" Tve no occasion for gifts, nor is it exactly aceordin' t« the 
Granite rule to accept 'em," answered Ithucl, a little sharply. 
" Handsome conduct w handsome condnct ; and I call the 
fellow-creetur' that would oppress and overcome another witt a 
gift, little better than an English aristocrat. Hand out the 
dollars in the way of trade, in as lai^ amounts as you will, 
and I will find the man, and liat, too, in the lugger, who will 
see you out in't to your heart's content. Harkee, Philip-o ; 
fell the gentleman, in an undertoue, like, about the three 
kegs of tobacco we got out of the Virginy ship the day we 
made fie north end of Corsica, and perhaps that will satisfy 
him we are not his enemies. There is no use in bawling it out 
so that the woman can hear what you say, or the men who are 
drinking in the other room." 

" Signer Ithuello," answered the Genoese, in English, " it trill 
no do to let these gentlemen know anything of them kegs — one 
being the deputy-governor and the other a magistrate. Tlie 
lugger will be seized for a smuggler, which wiE be the next 
thing to being seized for an enemy." 

" Yet Fve a lon^ng for them 'ere sequins, to tell you the 
truth, Philip-o ! I see no other means of gettir.g at 'em, except 
it be through them three kegs of tobacco." 

" Why you don't take 'em, when the Signore put 'em into 
your very hand ? All you do k put him in your pocket, and 
say, ' Eccellenza, what you please to wish 3' " 

" That isn't Granite, man, but more in the natur' of yon 
Italians. The most disgraceful thing on 'airth is a paupe" — so 
Ithuel pronounced " pauper" — " the next is a stree^beggar ; 
after him comes your chaps who takes sispeneea ^nd shilhn's, in 
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tho way of small gift^ ; and last of all an Englishman. All 
these I despise ; but let tliis Signore say but the word, in the 
way of trade, and he'll find me as ready and expairt as he can 
wish, I'd defy the de\il in a trade !"' 

Filippo shook his head, positively dedining to do so foolish a 
thing as to mention a contraband article to those whose duty it 
would be to punish a vioktion of the revenue laws. In the 
meanwhile the sequins remsuned in the hands of Andrea Barro- 
feldi, who seemed greatly at a loss to understand the character 
of the strange being whom chance had thus thrown in his way. 
The money was returned to his purse, but his distrust and 
doubts were by no means I'emovcd. 

"Answer me one thing, Signor Bolto," asked the vice- 
govematore, after a mimitc of thought ; " if you hate the Eng- 
hsh so much, why do you serve in their ships ! why not quit 
them on the first good occasion ? The land is as wide as the 
sea, and you must be often on it.' 

" I calculate, Signor Squire, you don't often study charts, or 
you wouldn't fall into sucli a consait. There's twice as much 
water as soUd ground, on this 'airtb, to be^n with ; as in reason 
there ought to be, seeing that an acre of good productive land 
is worth live or six of oceans ; and then you have htUe know- 
ledge of my character and prospects to ask such a question. I 
sarve the king of England to make him pay well for it. If you 
want to take an advantage of a man, first get him in debt ; then 
you can work your will on him, in the most profitable and safe 
manner I" 

All this was unintelli^ble to the vice-govematore, who, after 
a few more questions and answers, took a civil leave of the 
strangers, mtimating to Eenedetta that they were not to follow 
liim back into tlie room he had just quitted. 

As for Ithuel, the disappearance of the two gentlemen gave 
hun no concern ; hut as he felt that it might be unsafe to drink 
any more wine, he threw down his reckoning, and strolled into 
the street, followed by his companion. Within an hour from 
that moment, the three kegs of tobacco were in the possession 
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of a ahopkeepet of the place, that brief interval sufEdng to 
enable the man to make his bargain, and to deliver the articles, 
which was hia real object on shore. This little smuggling trans- 
action was caiTied on altogether without the knowledge of 
Eaoul Yvard, who was to all intents and purposes the captain 
of his own lu^er, and in whose character there were many 
traits of chivalrous honor, mixed up vith habits and pni'suils 
that would not seem to promise qualities so elevated. But this 
want of a propensity to turn a penny in bis own way, was not 
the only distinguishing characteristic between the commander 
of the little craft, and the bemg he occasionally used as a mask 
to his true purposes. 
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Whatever may have been the result of the vice-governatote's 
further inquiries and speculations that night, they were not 
known. After consuming an hour in the lower part of the 
town, in and aroimd the port, he and the podestd sought their 
homes and their pillows, leaving the lugger riding i^uietly at hfer 
anchor in the spot where she was last presented to the reader's 
attention. If Raonl Yvard and Ghita had another interview, 
too, it was so secretly managed as to escape all observation, and 
can form no part of this narrative. 

A Mediten'anean morning, at midsummer, is one of those 
balmy and soothing periods of the day, that affect the mind as well 
as the body. Everywhere we have the mellow and adv-aneing 
Ught that precedes the appearance of the sun — the shifting hues 
of the skj — that pearly softness that seems to have been invented 
lo make us love the works of God's hand, and the warm glow 
of the brilliant sun ; but, it is not everywhere that these fasci- 
nating changes occur, on a sea whose blue vies with the darkest 
depths of the void of space, beneath a climate that is as winning 
as the scenes it adorns, and amid mountains whose faces reflect 
every varying shade of light, with the truth and the poetry of 
nature. Such a morning as this last, was that which succeeded 
the night with which our tale opened, bringing with it the 
reviving movements of the port and town. Italy, as a whole, 
is lomai'kable for an appearance of quiet and repose, that aro 
little known in the more bustUng scenes of the. greedier com- 
merce of our own quarter of the world, or, indeed, in those of 
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most of tie northern nations of Europe. There is in hOT 
aspect, modes of living, and even in her habits of business, an 
air of decayed gentility, that is wanting to (lie ports, shops, and 
marts of tJie mote vulgar parts of the world ; as if consdous 
of having been so long the focus of human refinement, it waa 
unbecoming, in these later days, to throw aside all tiaces of her 
history and power. Man, and the climate, too, seem in unison ; 
one meeting the cares of life with a far nimie manner, that is 
singularly in accordance with the dreamy and soothing atmo- 
sphere he respires. 

Just as day dawned, tJie iall of a billet of wood on the 
deck of the Feu-Follet, gave the first intimation that any one 
was Stirling in or near the haven. If tiiere had been a watch 
on board that crafl tiiroughont the night — and doubtieas 
such had been the case— it had been kept in so quiet 
and unobtiiisive a manner, as to render it questionable to 
the jealous eyes which liad been riveted on her from the shore 
until long past midnight. Now, however, everything was in 
motion, and in !es.s than five minu1«s after that billet of wood 
had fallen from the liands of tiie cook, as he was about to light 
his galley fire, the tops of the hats and caps of some fifty or 
sisty sailors were seen moving to and fra, just above the 
upper edge of the bidwarfes. Three minutes later, and two 
men appeared neai' the knight-heads, each with his arms 
folded, looking at tlie vessel's hawse, and taking a survey of the 
state of the harbor, and of objects on the surrounding shore. 

The two individuals who were standing in the conspicuous 
position named, were -Eaou! Yvard, himself, and Ithuoi Bolt 
Their conversation waa in Frencli, the part borne by the last 
being most execrably pronounced, and paying little or no atten- 
tion to grammar; but it is necessary that we should render 
what w)s Slid by bu^i into the vernacular, with the ppculiantiea 
that belonged to the men 

" I see onlj the Austiian that is worth the trouble of a 
movement ' quietly obseried Eaoul, whose eve wa-i scannmg 
the inner harbor, his own \e«ise! lymg two hundred jards with- 
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out it, it will be remembered — " and she is light, and wotiW 
scarce pay for sending her to Toulon. These feluccas would 
embarrass us, without affording much reward, and then their 
ioea would ruin the poor devils of owners, and bring misery into 
maay a £tmily." 

" Well, that's a new idee, for a privateer !" said Ithuel sneer 
ingly ; " luck's luck, in these matters, and every man mus/ 
count on what war turns up. I wish you'd read the history of 
our revolution, and tlien you'd ha' seen that hberty and equality 
are not to be had without some ups and downs in fortin'a and 
chances." 

"The Austrian might do," added Kaoul, who p^d little 
attention to hia companion's remarlis, " if he were a streak or 
Wo lower in the water— but, after all, 'E-too-ell," for so he pro- 
nounced the other's name — " I do not like a capture that is 
made without any iclat, or spirit, in the attack and defence." 

" Well,'' — this word Ithuel invariably pronounced, " wa-a-l" 
— " well, to my notion, the moat profitable and the most ^ree- 
able battles, am the shortest; and the pleasantest victories are 
them in which there's the most prize money. Howsever, as 
that brig is only an Austrian, I care little what you may detsur- 
mioe to do with her ; was she English, I'd head a boat myself, 
to go in and tow her out hei^e, expressly to have the satisfaction 
of burning her. English ships make a cheerful fire !" 

" And that would be a useless waste of property, and 
perhaja of blood, and would do no one any good, Mooell." 

"But it would do the accursed English harm, and that 
counts for a something, in my reckoning. Nelson wasn't so over 
Kaupulous, at the Nile, about burning your ships, Mr. Kuie — ^ 

" Tonnerre ! why do you always bring in that malkmreax 
Nile? — Is it not enough that we were beaten — disgraced — 
destroyed — that a inend must l«ll us of it so often ?" 

*' Yon forget, Mr. Rule, that I was an inimy, tkett," returned 
Iflmel, with a grin and a grim smile. "If you'll take the 
trouble to examine my back, you'll £nd on it the marks of the 
Inhes I got for just telling my Captain that it was ag'in th» 
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gnan for me, a republican as I was by idee and natur', to figbt 
other republicans. He to!d me be would first try the gr^n of 
my skin, and see how that would agree with what he called my 
duty ; and I must own, be got the best on't; I lit like a tiger 
ag'in you, rather than be flogged twice the same day. Hogging 
on a sore back is an awful argTuiient !" 

" And now has come the hour of revenge, pauvre Etooell ; 
this time you are on the right side, and may flght with heart 
and mind those you so much hate." 

A long and gloomy silence followed, during which Raoul 
turned bis fiice aft, and stood looking at the movements of the 
men as they washed the decks, while Ithuel seated himself on a 
knight-bead, and his chin resting on his hand, he sat ruminat- 
ing, in bitfemeas of spirit, Uke Milton's devil, in some of his dire 
cogitations, on the atrodous wrong of which be had re^y been 
the subject. Bodies of men are proverbially heartless. They com- 
mit injustice without reflection, and vindicate tbeir abusea with- 
out remorse. And yet it may bo doubtful if either a nation or 
an individual ever tolerated or was an acoeaaojy in a wrong, 
that the act, sooner or later, did not recoil on the offending party, 
through that mysterious principle of right which is implanted 
in the nature of things, bringing forth its own I'esulta as the 
seed produces its grain, and ^c tree its fruits ; a supervision of 
hobneas that it is usual to tenn (and rigbtiy enough, when wc 
remember who created principles) the providence of God. Let 
that people dread the future, wbo, in tbeir collective capadtj-, 
systematically encourage injustice of any sort ; since their own 
eventual demorabzation will follow as a necessary consequence, 
even though they escape punishment in a more direct form. 

We shall not stop to relate the moody musings of the New 
Hampshire man. TJniiui'tured, and, in many respects, unprin- 
cipled as be was, he had bis clear conceptions of the injustice 
of which he had beeii one among thousands of other victims ; 
and, at that moment, be would have held life itself as a cheap 
sacrifice, conid he have hnd hin lili of revenge. lime and 
again, while a eaptixe ou boiu'd the English ship in which he 
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had been immured for years, had he meditated the desperate 
expedient of blowing up the vessel ; and had not the means 
been wanting, niarcenary and selfish as he ordinaiily seemed, he 
■was every way equal to executing so dire a scheme, in order to 
put an end to tlia lives of those who were the agents in wrong- 
ing him, and his own sufferings, together. The subject never 
recurred to his mind, without momentarily ehan^ng the cur- 
rent of its thoughts, and tinging all his feehngs with an 
intensity of bitterness that it whs painful to bear. At length, 
sighing heavily, he rose from the knight-head, and turned 
towards the mouth of the bay, as if to conceal from Kaoul the 
expression of his countenance. This act, however, was scarcely 
done, ere he staifed, and an exclamation escaped him, that 
induced his companion to turn quickly on his heel, and face the 
sea. There, indeed, the growing hght enabled both to discover 
an object that could scarcely be other than one of interest to 
men in their situation. 

It has been said already, that the deep bay, on the side of 
which stands the town of Porto Ferrajo, opens to the north, 
looking in tlie direction of the headland of Pionibino. On the 
right of the bay, the land, high and broken, stretches several 
miles ere it forms what is called the Canal, while, on the left, it 
terminates with the low bluft' on which stands the residence then 
occupied by Andrea Barro&ldi ; and which has since become so 
celebrated as the abode of one tai greater than the worthy lice- 
govematore. The haven lying under these heights, on the- left 
of the bay, and by the side of the town, it followed, as a mat- 
ter of coulee, that the anchorage of the lugger was also in this 
qaart«r of tlie bay, commanding a clear view to the north, in 
the direction of tho main land, as far an the eye could reach. 
The width of the Canal, or of the passage between Elba and the 
Point of Piomblno, may be some six or seven miles ; and at tiie 
distance of less tlian one mile from the northern end of the 
former', stands a small rocky islet, wfiich has since become 
known to the world as the spot on which Napoleon stationed a 
corporal's guard, by ivay of taking possession, when he found 
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bib ■n\.t\ tfinpire dwindled to the sea-girt mountains in its vici- 
nity. W]i« the existeiice and position of this island both 
KaoTil aif* T'h'ie! were necessarily acquMnt«d, for they had seen 
it and notsd its situation the prCTious night, though it had 
escaped their notice that, irom the place where the Peii-Follet 
had brought up, it was not visible. In their first look to sea- 
ward, that morning, which was ere the light had grown suffi- 
dently strong to render the houses on the oppcaite side of the 
bay distinct, an object had been seen in this quarter, which had 
then been mistaken for the rock ; but, by this time, the light was 
strong enough to show that it was a very different thing. In a 
word, that which both Raoul and Ithue! had fencied an idet, 
was neither more nor less than a ship. 

The stranger's head was to the northward, and his motion, 
before a light southerly air, could not have exceeded a knot an 
hour. He had no other canvas spread than his three topsfuls 
and jib ; though his courses were hanging in the brails. His 
black hull was just beginning to show its details ; and along the 
line of light yellow that enlivened his side, were lisible the dai'k 
intervals of thirteen ports ; a real gun frowning in each. 
Although the hammocks were not stowed, and the hammock- 
cloths had that empty and undressed look which is so common 
to a man-of-war in the night, it was apparent that the ship had 
an upper deck, with quarter-deck and forecastle batteries ; or, in 
other words, that she was a frigate. As she had opened the 
town of Porto Ferrajo several minutes before she was herself 
seen from the Feu-Follet, an ensign was hanging from the end 
of her gaff, though there was not sufficient air to open ite folds, 
in a way to let the national character of the stranger be known. 

" Peste !" exclaimed Eaoul Yvard, as soon aa he had gazed a 
minute at the stranger, in silence ; " a pretty cal de sac are we 
in, if that gentleman should happen to be an Englishman ! What 
Bay you, EtooeU ; eaii yov, make out anything of that ensign — 
your eyes are the best in the lu^er !" 

" It is too much for any sight to detauinine, at this distance, 
and that beforij the sun is lisen ; but, by having a glass ready, 
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we shall soon know, Hve minutes will bring ua the Great 
Luminary, aa our minister used to call him," 

Ithuel had descended from the bulwark, while speaking ; 
and he now went aft in quest of a glass, returning to his old 
station, bringing two of the inatrumenls ; one of which ha 
handed to his commander, while he kept the other biniselt 
In another minute both had levelled their glasses at the stranger, 
whom each surveyed attentively, for some time, in profound 
silence, 

'^Pardie!" excl^med Raoul, "that ensign is the tri-color, 
or my eyes ore untrue to my own country. Let me see, 
Etooeil ; what ship of forty-two, or forty-four, has the republic 
on this coast !" 

" Not that, MoiKieur Yvard," answered Ithuel, with a manner 
so changed, and an emphasis so marked, as at once to draw his 
companion's attention fi'om the frigate to his own countenance ; 
" not that, Monsieur Capitaing. It is not eaSy for a bird to 
forget the cage in which he was shut up for two years ; if that 
is not the accursed Proserpine, I have forgotten the cut of my 
own jib !" 

" La Proserpine {" repeated Eaoul, who was familiar with his 
shipmate's adventures, and did not require to be told his mean- 
ing; "if you are not mistaken, Etooeil, le Feu-FoUet needs put 
■her lantern under a shade. This is only a forty, if I can count 
her ports." 

" I care nothing for ports or guns ; it is the Proserpine ; 
and the only harm I wish her is, that she were at the bottom 
of the ocean. The Proserpine, thirty-six. Captain CufFe ; though 
Captain Fl(^ would have been a better name for him. Yea, the 
Proserpine, thirty^x. Captain Cuffe, Heaven bless her !" 

" Bah ! — ^thia vessel has forty-four guns — now I can see to 
count them ; I make twenty-two of a side." 

" Aye, that's just her measure — a thirty-six on the list and by 
rate, and forty-four by count ; twenty-six long eighteens below ; 
twelve thirty-twos, carronades, on her quaiter-deck ; and four 
more carronades, with two barkers, for'srd. She'd just extin- 
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gtdsh your Jack-o'Lantern, Monsieur Rule, at one broadside ; 
for what are ten twelve-pound carronades, and seventy men, to 
such a frigafe V 

"I am not madman enough, Etooell, to dream of fighting a 
frigate, or even a heavy sloop-of-war, witji the force you have 
just mentioned ; but I have followed the sea too long to be 
alarmed before I am certain of mj danger. La Railleiise is just 
such a ship as that." 

"Hearken to reason, Monsieui- Rule," answered Ithuel, 
earnestly ; " La Railleuse, nor no other Frendi fiigate, would 
show her colors to an enemy's port ; for it would be uselessly 
telling ber errand. Now, an English ship miglit show a iVench 
ensigti, for she always has it in her power to change it ; and 
then she might be benefited by the cheat The Proserpine is 
French built, and has French legs, too, boots or no boots" — here 
Ithuel laughed a little, involuntarily, but his face instantly 
became serious again — " and I have heard she was a sister vessel 
of the other. So much for size and appearance ; but every 
shroud, and port, and smI, about yonder craft, is registered on 
my back in a way that no sponge will ever wash out," 

" Sa-a-e-r-i'-r-e," muttered Eaoul between his teeth ; " Etooell, 
if an Englishman, he may very well take it into his head to 
come in here, and perhaps anchor within half-a-cable's length of 
ua ! What think you of that, mon brave Americain ?" 

"That it may veiy well eome to pass; though one hardly 
sees, either, what is to bring a cruiser into such a place as this. 
Every one hasn't the curiosity of a Jack-o'Lantem," 

" Mais que diable allait-il /aire dans eette galire .' — Bun ; 
we must lake the weather as it comes ; sometimes a gale, and 
sometimes a cahn \s he shows his own ensign so loyally, let 
us return the louiphment, and show ours. Hoist the ensign 
there afl: 

"Which fnc Mjnseur?" demanded an old demure kjoking 
quarter-master who w<is charged with that duty, and who was 
never known to laugh "tlie captain will remember we came 
into port under the drapemi of Monsieur Jean Bull," 
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" £im — hoist the drapeau of Monsieur Jean Bull agfun. We 
must brazen it out, now we have put on the mask. Monsieur 
Lieutenant, clap on the hawser, and mn the lugger ahead, over 
her anchor, and see everything clear for spreading our pocketr 
haudkercbiefe. No one knows when !e Feu-Follet may have 
occasion to wipe her face, ^h ! — now, Etooell, we can make 
out his broadside feirlv, he is heading more to the westward." 

The two seamen levelled their glasses, and renewed their 
examinations. Ithnel had a pecnUarity that not only charac- 
terized the man, but which is so common among Americans of 
his class, as in a sense to be national. On ordinary occasions 
he was talkative, anjl disposed to gossip ; but, whenever action 
and decision became necessary, he was thoughtftil, silent, and, 
though in a way of his own, even dignified. This last fit was 
on him, and he wait«d for Raoul to lead the conversation. The 
other, however, was disposed to be as reserved as himself, for ho 
quitted the knighl^head, and look refuge from the splashing of 
tie water, used in washing the decks, in his own cabin. 

Two hours, though Ihey brought the sun, with the activity 
and hum of the morning, had made no great change in the 
relative positions of things within and without the bay. The 
people of le Feu-Follet had brcakfestcd, had got everything on 
board their little craft in its proper place, and were moody, 
observant, and Rilcnt, One of the lessons that Ithuel had 
succeeded in teaching his shipmates, was to impress on them 
the necessity of commanding then- voluble propensities, if they 
would wish to pass for Enghshmen. It is certain, more words 
would have been uttered, in this little lugger, in one hour, had 
her crew been indulged to the top of their bent, than would 
have been uttered in an English first-rate, in two ; but the 
danger of using their own language, and the English peculiarity 
of grumnesa, had been so thoroughly taught them, that her 
people rather caricatured, than otlierwise, ee grand talent pvar 
U silence, that was thought to distinguish their enemies. Ithuel, 
who had a winery of his own, smiled aa he saw the seamen 
folding their arms, throwing discontent and surliness into their 
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countenances, and pacing the deck singly, as if misanthropical 
and disdaining to converse, whenever a boat came alongside 
from the shore. Several of these visitors arrived, in the course 
of the two hours mentioned ; but the sentuiel at the gangway, 
who had his orders, repulsed every attempt to come on board, 
pretending not to nnderatand French, when permission was 
asked in that language. 

Raoul had a boat's crew of four, all of whom had acquired 
the English, like himself, in a prison-ship, and with these men 
he now prepared to land ; for, aa yet, he had made little 
progrraa in the business which brought him into his present 
awkward predicament, and he was not a man to abandon 
an olgect so dear to him, lightly. Finding himself in a dilemma, 
he was resolved to make an effort to reap, if possible, some 
advantage from his critical situation. Accordingly, after he had 
taken his coiFee, and given his orders, the boat's ci'ew was called, 
and he left the lu^er's side. All this was done tranquilly, as 
if the appearance of the stranger in the offing gave no trouble to 
any in le Feu-Follet. 

On this occasion the boat pulled boldly into the little harbor, 
ils officer touching the shore at the common landing. Nor 
were the men in any haste to return. They lounged about the 
quay, in wmting for their captain, cheapening fruits, chatting 
with the women in such Italian as they could muster, and 
affecting to understand tiie French of the old sea-dogs that drew 
near them, all of whom knew mote or less of that universal lan- 
guage, with difficulty, ITiat they were the objects of suspicion, 
their captain had sufficiently warned them, and practice rendered 
them all good actors. The time they remaned in waiting for 
Eaoul, was consequently spent in eluding attempts to induce 
them to betray tiiemselves, and in caricaturing EngUshmen. 
Two of the four folded their arms, endeavored to look surly, and 
paced the quay in silence, refusing even to unbend to tlie blan- 
dishments of the gentler sex, three or four of whom endeavored 
to insinuate themselves into their confidence, by c~ ' 
fruit and flowers. 
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" Amico," said Annunziate, one of the prettiest girk of her 
class in Porto Ferrajo, and who bad been expressly employed by 
Vito Viti to perform this office, " here are figs from the main 
land. Will you please to eat a few, that when you go bade to 
loghilterra, you may tell your countrymen how we poor Elbans 
live r 

" Bad fig" — sputtered Jacques, Kaoul's cockswain, to whom 
this offering- was made, and speaking in broken English ; " better 
at 'ome. Pick up better in ze street of Portsmout' !" 

" But, Signore, you need not look as if they would hurt you, 
or bii« you ; you can eat them, and, take my word for it, you 
will find them aa pleasant as the melons of Napoli !" 

" No melon good but English melon, English melon plenty 
as pomme de terres — bah P 

" Yes, Signore, as the melons of Napoli," continued Annun- 
ziate, who did not understand a syllable of the ungracious 
answers she received ; " Signor Vito Viti, our podeatd, ordered 
me to offer these figs to the forestieri — tic Inglesi, who are in 
the bay — " 

"-God-dam," returned Jacques,' in a quick, seutentioiB man- 
mer, that was intended to get rid of the fair tormentor, and 
which, temporarily at least, was not without its effect. 

But, leaving the boat's crew to be badgered in this manner, 
until relief came, aa will be hereafter related, we must follow our 
hero in his way through the streets of the town. Raoul, guided 
by an instinct, or having some special object before his eyes, 
walked swiilly up the heights, ascending to the promontory, so 
often mentioned. As he passed, every eye was turned on him, 
for, by this time, the distrust in the place was general ; and the 
STidden appearance of a irigate, wearing a French ensign, before 
the port, had given rise to apprehensions of a much more serious 
nature than any which could possibly attend the arrival of 
a craft as light as the lugger, by herself. Vito Viti bad long 
before gone up the street, to see the vice-govematore ; and ei^t 
or ten of the principal men of the place had been summoned to 
a council, including the two senior militiirj- dignitaries of 
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Qie island. The battene*! it ivaa known were m'uined ; and 
ahhoiigh it would haie puzzled the acuf*>s,t mmd of Elba to 
^ve a reason wh> th Fiench should nsk so unprofitable nn 
attack as one on their ] rmiij al port, long ere Laoul was seen 
among them such a result was not only dreadtd but m a mea- 
sure anticipated with confidpnce As % niitt«r of course, then, 
every eye followed his mm eraents as he went with boundmg 
steps up the narrow terraces ot tie steej street and the least of 
his actions was subjected to the narroweat and mo«t jealous 
scrutiny. 

The heights were again thronged with spectators cf all j^es 
and classes, and of both sexes Die mantles and flowing 
dresses of females pre\ ailed as usual for whateier is connected 
with curiosity is certain to collect an undue proportion rf a sex 
whose ima^nafiona are so apt to get the start of their judg- 
ments. On a terrace, in iront of the palace, as it was the cus- 
tom fo designate the dwelling of the governor, was the group 
of magnates, all of them paying the gravest attention to the 
smallest change in the direction of the ship, which had now 
become an object of general solicitude and apprehension. So 
intent, indeed, were they in gaaing at this apprehended enemy, 
that Raoui stood in front of Andrea Barrofaldi, cap in hand, 
a-, '. bowing his salutation, before his approach w^ even antici- 
pated. This sudden and unannounced arrival created great 
surprise, and some littie confusion ; one or two of the group 
turning away instinctively, as it might be, to conceal the flushes 
that mounted to their cheeks at being so unexpectedly confronted 
by the very man, whom the minute before they had been 
strongly deno.imcing. 

" Jion ffiomo, Signor Vice-governatore," commenced Kaoul, 
in his gay, easy, and courteous manner, and certainly with an 
air that betrayed any feeling but those of apprehension and 
guilt: "we have a fine morning on tie land, here; and 
apparentiy a fine frigate of the French republic ia the otfing 
yonder," 

" We were conversing of that vessel, Signor Smeea," 
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answered Aadrea, " as you approached. What, in your judg- 
ment, can induce a Frenchman to appear before our town in so 



" Cospetto ! you might as well ask me, Signore, what induces 
these republicans to do a thousand other out-of-the-way things. 
"What has made them behead Louis XVI,? What has 
made them oi'emm half of your Italy, conquer Egypt, and 
drive the Austriana back upon their Danube ?" 

" To say nothing of their letting Nelsoni destroy them at 
Abouldr," added Vito VitJ, mth a grunt. 

" True, Signore, or letting Nelson, my gallant countryman, 
aunibiUte them near the mouth of the Nile. I did not consider 
it proper to boost of Enghsh glory, though that case, too, may 
very well be included. We have several men in ze Ving-Aiid- 
ViBg who were in that glorious battle, particularly our saiUng- 
mast«r, Etooell Bolt, who was on boai'd Nelson's own shii», hav- 
inir been accidentally sent on service from the frigai* to 
which he properly belonged, and canied off expressly to share, 
as it might be, in the glory of this famous battle." 

" I have seen the Signore," drily remarked Andrea BarroMdi 
— " e vno Americano ? 

" An American '." exclaimed Kaoul, starting a little in spite 
of his assumed indifference of manner ; " why, yes, I beheve 
Bolt was bom in America— EngUsh America, you know, Sg- 
nori, and that is much the same thing as having been born 
in Encland herself. We look upon ze Yunkis as but a part 
of our own people, and take them into otir serrice most eheer- 
ftilly." 

" So the Signer Ituello has given us reason to Jwlieve ; he ra 
seemingly a great lover of the English nation." 

Raout was uneasy ; for he was entirely ignorant of all that 
had passed in the wine-house, and he thought ho detected irony 
in the manner of the vice-govematore. 

" Certainly, Signore," he answered, however, with unmoved 
steadiness ; " eertanly, S'lgnore, the Americairi adore Inglul- 
terra ; and well tlj ey may, considering all that great nation haa 
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done for thera. Bnt, Signer Vice-govematore, I have coma to 
offer you the sen-ico of my lugger, should this Frenchman 
reaily intend mischief. We are Braall, jt is true, and our guns 
are hut light ; nevertheless we may break the fiigate's cabin- 
windows, whiio you are doing him still greater injury from these 
hdghts. I trust you will assign ze Ving-And-Ving some honor- 
able station, should you oome to blows with the republicans." 

" And what particular service would it be most agreeable to 
you to undertake, Signore ?" inquired the vice-governat«re, with 
considerate courtesy ; " we ai'e no mariners, and must leave the 
choice to yourself. The colonello here, expects some firing, and 
has his artillerists already at their gans." 

" The preparation of Porto Ferrajo is celebrated among the 
mariners of the Mediterranean, and, should the Frenchman 
venture within reach of your shot, I expect to see him unrig^d 
fester than if he were in a dock-yard. As for ze leetV Ving- 
And-Ving, in my opinion, while the frigate is busy with these 
batteries, it might be well for us to steer along the shore on the 
east side of the bay until we can get outside of her, when we 
shall have the be^ars between two fires. That was just what 
Nelson did at Aboukir, Signor Podestti, a battle you seem so 
much to admire." 

"Tliat would be a manceuvre worthy of a follower of 
Nelsoni, Signore," observed the colonel, " if the mstal of your 
guns were heavier. With short pieces of twelve, however, you 
would hai'dly venture within reach of long . pieces of eighteen ; 
although the first should be manned by Inglese, and the last by 



" One never knows. At the Nile one of our fifties laid th« 
Orient, a three-decker, athwart-hawse, and did her lots of 
injury. The vaisseau, in fact, was blown up. Naval combata 
are decided on principles altogether different from engagements 
on the land, Signor ColoHello." 

" It must be so, truly," answered the soldier ; " but what 
means this movement ? you, aa a seaman, may be able to tell 
us, Oapitano." 
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Th» draw all eyes to the frigate again, where, indeed, were 
movements that indicated some important changes. As these 
movements have an intimate connexion with the incidents of the 
tale, it will he necessffly to relate tliem in a manner to render 
them mote inteUigible to the reader. 

The distance of the frigate from the town might now have been 
five Enghsh miles. Of current there was none ; and there being 
EO tides in the Mediterranean, the ship would have lain per- 
fectly stationary all the morning, but for a very hght air 
from the southward. Before this air, however, she had moved 
to the westward about a couple of miles, until she had got the 
govetmnent-house nearly abeam. At the same time she had 
been obliquely drawing nearer, which was the circumstance that 
produced the alarm. "Witii the sun had risen the wind, and a 
few minutes before the colonel hiternipted himself in the man- 
ner related, the topsaib of the stranger had swelled, and he 
began to move through the water at the rate of some four or 
five knots the hour. The moment her people felt that they had 
complete command of their vessel, as if WMting only for that 
usaurance, they altered her course; and made sail. Putting her 
helm a-starboard, the ship came close by the wind, with her 
head looking directly in for the promontory, while her tacks 
were hauled on board, and her light canvas aloft was loosened 
and spread to the breeze. Almost at the same instant, for 
everything seemed to he done at once, and as by instinct, the 
French tl^ was lowered, another went up in its place, and a 
gun was fired to leeward — a signal of amity. As this second 
emblem of nationality blew out, and opened to the breeze, the 
glares showed the white field and St. George's cross of the 
noble old ensign of England. 

An exclamation of surprise and delight escaped the specta- 
tors on the promontory, as their doubts and apprehensions were 
thus dramatically reUeved. No one thought of Eaoul at that 
Ijappy moment, though to him there was nothing of new inter- 
est in the aflair, with the exception of the apparent intention 
of the stranger to enter the bay. As le Feu-FuUet lay m plain 
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Tiew from the offing, he had his doubts, indeed, whether the 
warUke appearance of that craft was not the true reason of this 
sudden change in the frigate's course. Stjll, lying as he did in 
a port hostile to France, there was a probability that he might 
yet escape without a very critJcal or close examination. 

"Signoi' Smeea, I fehcitate you on this visit of a. country- 
man," cried Andrea Barrofaldi, a pacific man hy nature, and 
certainly no warrior, and who felt too happy at the prospects of 
passing a quiet day, to feel distruat at such a moment ; " I shall 
do you honor in my communications with Florence, for the spirit 
and wilhngneas which you have shown in the wish to aid us on 
this trying occasion." 

" Signor Vice-governatore, do not trouble yourself to dwell on 
my poor services," answered Baoul, scarce caring to conceal the 
smile that struggled about his handsome mouth ; " think rather 
of those of these gallant signori, who greatly regret that an 
opportunity for gaining distinction has been lost. But here are 
signals that must be meant for us — I hope my stupid fellows 
will he able to answer them in my absence." 

It was fortunate for le Feu-Follet, perhaps, that her command- 
er •was not on board, when the stranger, the Pi'oserpine, the 
very ship that Ithnel so well knew, made her number. The 
mystiiicalion that was to foUow was in much better hands, while 
conducted by the New Hamphire man, than it could possibly 
be in his own. Ithuel answered promptly, though what, he did 
not know himself; hut he took good care that the flags he 
showed should become so entangled, as not to he read by those 
in the frigate, while they had every appearance of being hoisted 
fearlessly and in good fiiith, 
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What success attended the artifice of Ithuel it was impos- 
sible to tell, so far as the frigate was concerDed ; though tha 
appearance of mutual inteUigence between the two vessels had 
a very fevorable tendency towards removing suspicion from the - 
lugger among those on shore. It seemed so utterly improbable 
that a French corsair could answer the signals of an English 
frigate, that even Vito Viti felt compelled to acknowledge to the 
vice-govematore in a whisper, thSt, so far, the circumstance was 
much in fevor of the Inzer's loyalty. Then the calm exteiior 
of Eaoul counted for something, more especially as he remained 
apparently an unconcerned observer of the rapid approach of 
the ship. 

" We shall not have occasion to use your gallant offer, Signer 
Smees," swd Andrea kindly, as he was about to retire into the 
house with one or two of his counsellors ; " but we thank you 
none the.less. Jt is a happiness to be honored with the visit of 
_ two erasers of your great nation on the same day, and I hope 
you will so far favor me as to accompany your brother com- 
mander, when he shall do me the honor to pay the customary 
visit, since it would seem to he his serious intention to pay 
Porto Ferrajo the compliment of a call Can you not guess at 
the name of the frigate 1" 

" Now I see she is a countryman, I think I can, Signore," 
answered Eaoul carelessly ; " I take her to be la Proserpine, a 
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Frenct-built ship, a circumstance that first deceived me as to her 
character S" 

"And the noble cavaliere, her commander — you doubtless 
know his name and rank ?" 

" Oh ! perfectly ; he is fie son of an old admiral, under 
whom I was educated, though we happen ourselves never to 
have met. Sir Brown is the name and title of the gentle- 

"Ah! that is a truly English rank, and name, too, as one 
might say. Often have I met that honorable appellation in 
Shakspeare, and other of your eminent authors. Miltoni has a 
Sir Brown, if I am not mistaken, Signore !" 

" Several of them, Signer Vice-govematoro," answered Eaoul, 
without a moment's hesitation or the smallest remorse ; though 
he had no idea whatever who Milton was ; " Milton, Shak- 
speare, Cicero, and all our great writers, often mention Signori 
of this feraily." 

" Cicero !" repeated Andrea, in astonishment — " ho was a 
Roman, and an ancient, Capitano, and died before Inghilterra 
was known to the civilized world." 

Raoul perceived that he had reached too fer, though he was 
not in absolute danger of losing his balance. Smiling, as in 
couMderafion of the other's provincial view of things, he rejoined, 
with an d-plom!/ that would have done credit to a politician, in 
an explanatory and half-apolc^tic lone. 

" Quite true, Signor Vice-govematore, as respecte him you 
mentdon," he sad ; " but not true as respecte Sir Cicero, my 
iliiisfrious compatiioL Let me see — ^I do not think it is yet a 
century since our Cicero died. He was bom in Devonshire" — 
this was the county in which Raoul had been imprisoned — " and 
must have died in DubUn. Si — now I remember, it was in 
Dublin, that this virtuous and distinguished author yielded up 
his breath," 

To all this Andrea bad nothing to say, for, half a century 
since, so great was the ignorance of civilized nations, as related 
to such things, that one might have engrailed a Homer on the 
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literature of England, in particular, without much risk of having 
the imposition detected. Signor Barrofaldi wsb not pleased to 
find that the barbarians were seiring on the Italian names, it is 
true ; but he was fain to set tte circumstance down to those 
i-ery traces of barbarism which were the unavoidable fruits of 
their origin. As for supposing it possible that one who spoke 
with the ease and innoceriee of Raoul, was inventing as he went 
along, it was an idea ho was himself much too unpractised to 
entertain ; and the very first thing he did, on entering tlie palace, 
was to make a memorandum which might lead him, at a leisure 
moment, to inquire into the nature of the writings, and the genera! 
merits of Sir Cicero, the iUusljious namesake of him of Rome. As 
soon as this little digression terminated, he entered the palace, after 
agim expressing the hope that " Sir Sraees " would not fail to 
accompany "Sir Bro\vn," in the visit which the fimctionary 
fully expected to receive trom the latter, in the course of the 
next hour or two. The company now began to disperse, and 
Raoul was soon left to his own meditations ; which, just at that 
moment, were anything but agreeable. 

The town of Porto Ferrajo is so shut in from the sea by the 
rock against which it is built, its fortifications, and the construc- 
tion of its own little port, as to render the approach of a ve^el 
invMible to its inhabitants, unless they choose to ascend to the 
heights, and the narrow promenade already mentioned. This 
circumstance had drawn a laige crowd upon the hill again; 
among which Raoul Yvard now threaded his way, wearing his 
sea cap, and his assumed naval uniform, in a smart, aflected 
manner, for he was fully sensible of all the advantages ho 
possessed on the score of personal appearance. His unsettled 
eye, however, wandered from one pretty fece to another, in quest 
of Ghita, who alone was the object of his search, and the Imie 
cause of the awkward predicament into which he had brought not 
only himself hut le Feu-Foliet. In this manner, now thinking 
of her he sought, and then reverting to his situation in an 
enony's port, he walked along the whole Une of the cliflj scai'ca 
knowing whether to return, or to seek his boat, by doubling on 
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the town, when he heard his own name pronounced in a sweet 
voice, which went directly to his heart. Tinning on his heel, 
Ghita was within a few feet of him. 

"Salute me distantly, and as a. stranger," said the girl, in 
almcst hreathless haste, " and point to the different streets, as if 
inquiring your way through the town. This is the place where 
we met last evening ; but, remember, it is no longer dark." 

As Eaoul complied with her desire, any distant spectator 
might well have fencied the meeting accidental, though he 
pouted forth a flood of expressions of love and admiration. 

" Enough, Eaoul," said the ^rl blushing, and dropping her 
eyes, though no displeasure was risible on her serene and placid 
face, " another time I might indulge you. How much worse is 
your situation now than it was last night 1 Then you had only 
the port to fear ; now you have both the people of the port and 
this strange ship-:— an Inglese, aa they tell me !" 

" No doubt — la Proserpine, Etooell says, and he knows ; yon 
remember Etooell, dearest Ghita, the American who was with 
me at the tower — well, he has served in this very ship, apd 
knows her t{) be la Proserpine, of forty-four." Raoul paused a 
moment; then he added, laughing in a way to surprise his 
companion — " Qui — la Proserpine, le Capitaine Sir Brown !" 

" "What you can find to amuse you in all this, Raoul, is more 
than I can discover. Sir Brown, or sir anybody else, will send 
you again to those evil English prison^ships, of which you have 
BO often fold me ; and there is surely nothing pleasant in that 
idea," 

"Bah I my sweet Ghita, Sit Brown, or Sir White, or Sir 
Black, has not yet got me. I am not a child, to tumble into 
the fire because the leading-strings are off; and le Feu-Follet 
shines, or goes out, exactly as it suits her purposes. The frigate, 
ten to one, will just run close in, and take a near look, and then 
square away and go to Livorno, where there is much more to 
amuse her ofScers, than here ir Poito Ferrajo, . This Sir Brown 
has his Ghita, as well as Kaoul Yvard." 

" No, not a Ghita, I fear, Raoul," answered the ^rl smiling, 
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spite of herself while her color almost insensibly deepeoed — 
" livomo has few ignorant country girls, lite me, who have 
been educated in a lone watch-tower on the coast." 

"Ghita," answered Eaoul, with feehng, "that poor lone 
wal*h-tower of thine might well be envied by many a noble 
dame at Roma and at Napoli ; it has left thee innocent and 
pure — a gem that gay capitals seldom contain ; or, if found 
there, not in ita native beauty, which they suDy by use." 

"What know'st thoi^ Raoul, of Koma and Napoli, and of 
noble damea and rich gems?" asked the girl, smiling, the 
tendemcBS which had filled her heart at that moment betraying 
itself in her eyes. 

" What do I know of audi things, truly ! why, I have been 
at both places, and have seen what I describe. I went to Koma 
on purpose to see the Holy Father, in order to make eert^n 
whether our French opinions of his character and infallibility 
were true or not, before I spt up m rehgion for myself." 

"And thou didst find him holv ind vpnerable, Eaoul," 
interposed the gal vith eampstne&s and energy for this was 
the great point ot nparation between them - I know thou 
found St him thus, and worthy to be the head of an ancient and 
true church My ejes never beheld him but this do I hiow 
to be true." 

Eaoul was aware that the laxity of his religious opinions, 
opinions that he may be said to have inherited from his country, 
as it then existed morally, alone prevented Ghita from casting 
aside all other ties, and following his fortunes, in weal and in 
woe. Still he was too frank and generous to deceive, while he 
had ever been too considerate to strive to unsettle her confiding 
and consoling feiih. Her infirmity even, for so be dcenaed her 
notions to be, had a charm in his eyes ; few men, however 
loose or sceptical in their own opinions on such mattere, finding 
any pleasure in the contemplation of a female infidel ; and he 
Lad never looked more fondly into her anxious but lovely face, 
than he did at tJiis very instant, making his reply with a trutli 
that bordered on magnanimity. 
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" TkoK art my religion, Ghita !" he said ; " in thee I worship 
piirity, and hohness, and—" 

" Nay — nay, Eaoul, do not — refrain — if thou really lov'st me, 
utter not this frightful blasphemy; tell me, rather, if thou 
didst not find the holy father as I desei'ibe him V 

" I found him a peaceful, venerable, and, I firmly believe, a 
good old man, GMta ; but only a man. No infalUbiUty cuuid 
I see about him; but a set of roguish cardinals, and odier 
plotters of mischief who were muci better calculated to set 
Christiana by the eai's than to lead them to Heaven, surrounded 
his chair." 

"Say no more, Eaoul — I will listen to no more of this. 
Thou knowest not these sainted men, and thy tongue b thine 
own enemy, without — hark ! what means that ?" 

" It is a gun fi'om the frigate, and must be looked to; say, 
when and whem do we meet again ?" 

" I know not, now. We have been too long, much too long, 
together, as it is ; and must separate. Trust to me to provida 
the means of another meeting ; at all events, we shall shortly 
be in onr tower again." 

Ghita glided away as she ceased speaking, and soon disap- 
peared in the town. As for Raoul, he was at a loss for a 
moment whether to follow or not; then he hastened to tlie 
terrace in front of the government-house ag^n, in order to 
ascertain the meaning of the gun. The report had drawn 
others to the same place, and on reaching it, the yonng man 
found himself in another crowd. 

By this time the Proserpine, for Ithuel was right as to the 
name of the stranger, had got within a league of the entranoe 
of the bay, and had gone about, stretching over to its eastern 
shore, apparently with the intention to fetch fairly into it on 
the next track. The smoke of her gun was saihng off to 
leewslrd, in a httle cloud, and signals were again flying at her 
main-Toyal-mast-head. All this was very intelligible to Eaoul, 
it being evident at a glance that the frigate had reached in 
nearer both to look at the warlike lugger that she saw in the 
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bay, and to commimicate more clearly with her by Mgnals. 
Ithnel's expedient had not siifficed ; the vigilant Captain Coffe, 
alias Sir Krown, who commanded the Proserpine, not being a 
lean likely to be mystified by so stale a trick. Raoiil scarcely 
breathed, as he watched the lugger, in antidpation of hei 

Ithuel certainly seemed in no huny to commit himselfi for the 
signal had now been flying on board the frigate several minutes, 
and yet no symptoms of any preparation for an answer could bo 
At length the halyards moved, and then three fiiir, 
lags rose fo the end of le Feu-Follet's jigger yard, a 
spar that was always kept aloft in moderate weather. What 
the signal meant Eaoul did not know, for though he was 
provided with signals by means of which to communicate with 
the vessels of war of his own nation, the Directory had not been 
able to supply him with those necessary to communicat* with 
the enemy. Ithnel's ingenuity, however, had supplied the 
deficiency. While serving on board the Proserpine, the very 
ship that was now menacing the lugger, he had seen a meeting 
between her and a privateer English In^er, one of the two or 
three of that rig which sailed out of England, and his observant 
eye had noted the flags she had shown on the occasion. Now 
as privateersmen are not expected to be expert, or even very 
accui'ate, in the use of signals, he had ventured to show these 
very numbers, let it prove for better or worse. Had he been oa 
the quartec-deck of the frigate, he would have ascertained, 
through the benedictions bestowed by Captain Cuffe, that his 
ruse had so iar succeeded as to cause that officer to attribute his 
tmintelligible answer to ignorance, rather than to design, Never- 
theless, the frigate did not seem disposed to alter her course ; 
for, either influenced by a desire to anchor, or by a determina- 
tion to take a still closer look at the lugger, she stood on, nenr- 
ing the eastern side of the bay, at the rate of some six miles to 
the hour. 

Eaoul Yvard now thought it time to look to the safety 
ff le Feu-Follet in person. Previously to landing he had given 



ty Google 



instnidiona as to what was to be done in the event of tlie 
frigate's coming close in ; but matters now seemed bo very 
Barious, tbat he hurried down the hill, overtaking Vito Viti 
in his way, who was repairing to the harbor to give instructions 



to certain boatmen, 
laws were to be regarded, 

" You ought to be infini 
an honorable couctrvman 



ar in which the quarantine 
OL intercourse with a British frigat*. 
y happy at the prospect of meeting 
n this Sir Brown," observed the short- 
winded podestJL, who usually put himself out of breath both in 
ascending and descending the steep street, " for he really seems 
determined to anchor in our bay, Signor Smees." 

" To tell you the truth, Signor Podeatd, I wish I was half as 
well persuaded that it is Sir Brown, and la Proserpine, as I was 
an hour ago. I see symptoms of its being a republican, after 
all, and must have a care for ze Ving-And-Ving." 

" The devil carry away all republicans, is my humble prayer, 
Signor Capitano ; but I can hardly believe that so graceful and 
gracious-looldng a frigate can possibly belong to such wretches." 

" Ah I Signore, if that were all, I feat we should have to 
yield the palm to the French," answered Raoul, laughing ; " for 
the best-looking craft in His Majesty's service are repubUcan 
prizes. Even should this frigate turn out to be the Proserpine 
herself, she can claim no better origin. But I think the vice- 
govematoro has not done well in deserting the batteries, since 
this stranger does not answer our signals as she should. The 
last communication has proved quite unintelligible to him," 

Raoul was nearer to the truth than he imaged, perhaps, for 
certainly Ithuel's numbeis had made nonsense, according to the 
signal book of the Proserpine ; but his confident manner had an 
effect on Vito Viti, who was duped by his seeming earnestness, 
as well as by a drcumstanee which, rightJy considered, teld as 
much ag^nst, as it did in favor of his companion. 

" And what is to be done, Signore ?" demanded the podestS, 
(topping short in the street, 

" We must do as well as we can, under the circianstanceB. 
My duty is to look out for ze Vuig-And-Ving, and voura to look 
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out for the town. Should the stranger actually enter the bay 
and brisighis broadside to bear on this steep hill, there Li cc.t a 
chamber window that will not open on the mnzzles of hii fvji:. 
You will grant me permission to haul into the inner taibfr, 
whore we shall be sheltered by the building from hia shot, and 
then, perhaps, it will be well enough to send my people into the 
nearest battery. I look for bloodshed and confusion ere long," 

All this was said with so much apparent sincerity, that it 
added to the podest^'s myatJfication. Calling a^ neighbor to 
him, he sent the latter up the hill, with a message to Andrea 
Barrofaldi, and then he hiuried down towards the port, it 
being mnch easier for him, just at that moment, to descend, than 
to ascend. Kaoul kept at his side, and together they reached 
the water's edge. 

The podeatA was greatly addicted to giving utterance to any 
predominant opinion of the moment, being one of those persons 
who feel quite aa much aa they think. On the preaent occasion 
he did not spare the frigate, for, having caught at the bait that 
his companion had so artfully thrown out to him, he was loud 
in the expresdon of his distrust. All the signalling and show- 
ing of colors, he now believed to be a republican trick ; and 
precisely in proportion as he became resentful of the supposed 
fraud of the ship, was he disposed to confide blindly in the 
honesty of the lugger. This was a change of sentiment in the 
ma^strate ; and, as in the case of all sudden but late conver- 
Kons, he was in a humor to compensate for his tardiness by the 
excess of his zeah In consequence of this disposition, and the 
character and loquacity of the man, all aided by a few timely 
suggestions on the part of Eaoul, in five minutes it came to be 
generally understood that the fiigate was greatly to be distrusted, 
while the lugger rose in public favor exactiy in the degree in 
'irfiich the other fell. This interposition of Vito Viti's was 
exceedingly Apropos, so far as k Feu-Follet and her people were 
concerned, inasmuch aa the examination of, and intercourse with, 
the boat's crow, had rather left the impression of their want of 
nationality in a legal sense, than otherwise. In a word, had 
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not tte podest Jl so loudly and so actively procldmed the contrary, 
Tommaao and his fellows were about to report their conrictiong 
that these men were all bonS fide wolves in sheep's clothing — 
alias Frenchmen. 

"No, no — amid miei," said Vito Viti, hustling about on tha 
harrow httle quay, " all is not gold that gUttera, of a certainty ; 
and this frigate is probably no ally, but an enemy. A very 
different matter is it with ze Ving-y-Ving and H Signor Smeea 
— we may be said to know him — have seen hia papers, and the 
vice-govemstore and myself have examined him, as it might he, 
on the history and laws of his island, for England is an island, 
neighbors, as well as Elba ; another reason for respect and amity 
— but we have gone over much of the literature and history of 
InghiHerra together, and find everything satisfiictory and right ; 
therefore are we bound to show the lugger protection and love." 

" Most true, Signor Podesta," answered Eaoul, from hia boat ; 
" and such being the case, I hasten to haul my vessel into the 
mouth of your basin, which I will defend j^^ainst boats, or any 
attempt of these rascally repubhcana to land." 

Waving his hand, the yoimg sailor pulled quicHy out of tha 
(jowded Utile port, followed by a hundred vivas. Eaoul now 
Baw that his orders had not been neglected. A small line had 
been run out from the lugger, and fastened to a ring in the 
inner end of the eastern side of the narrow haven, apparently 
with the intention of hauling the vessel into the harbor itselC 
He also perceived that the light anchor, or large kedge, by 
which le Feu-FoUet rode, was under foot, as seamen term it ; 
or that the cable was nearly "up and down." With a wave of 
the hand he communicated a new order, and then he saw that the 
men were raising the kedge from the bottom. By the time hia 
foot touched the deck, indeed, the anchor was up and stowed, 
and nothing held the vessel but the hue that had been nm to 
the quay. Fifty pairs of hands were apphed to this line, and 
the lugger advanced rapidly towards her place of shelter. But 
an artifice was practised to prevent her heading into the harbor's 
month, the line having been brought inboard abaft her larboard 
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cattead, a circumstance which necessarily gave het a sheer in 
the contrary direction, or to Qie eastward of the enti'ance. When 
the reader remembers that the scale on which the port had been 
constructed was smali, the entrance scarce exceeding a hundred 
feet in width, he will better understand the situation of things. 
Seemingly to aid the movement, too, the jigger was set, and the 
wind being south, or directly aft, (he Inzer's motion was soon 
light and rapid. As the vessel drew nearer to the entrance, her 
people made a nm with the hne, and gave her a movement of 
some three or four knots to the hour, actually threatening to dash 
her bows agmist the pier-head. But Eaoul Yvaid contemplated 
no such blunder. At the proper moment, the hne was cut, the 
helm was put a-port, the lugger's head sheered to starboard, and 
just as Vito Viti, who witnessed all without comprehending 
more than half that passed, was shouting his vivas, and animat- 
ing all near him with his cries, the lugger glided past the end 
of the harbor, on its outside, however, instead of entering it. 
So completely was every one taken by surprise by this evolution, 
that the first impression was of some mistake, accident, or blun- 
der of the helmsman, and cries of regret followed, lest the 
frigate might have it in her power to profit by the mishap. The 
flapping of canvas, notwithstanding, showed that no time was 
lost, and presently le Feu-Follet shot by an opening between the 
warehouses, under all sail. At this critical instant, the fiigate, 
which saw what passed, but which had been deceived hke all 
the rest, and supposed the lugger was hauling into the haven, 
tacked and came round with her head to the westward. But 
intending to fetch well into the bay, she had stietched so fer 
over towards the eastern shore, as, by this time, to be quite two 
miles distant ; and as the lugger rounded the promontory close 
under its rocks, to avoid the shot of the batteries above, she 
left, in less than five minutes, het enemy that space directly 
astern. Nor was this all. It would have been dangerous to 
fire as well as useless, on account of the range, since tie lugger 
lay nearly in a line between her enemy's chase guns and the r^i- 
dence of the vice-govematore. It only remsuned, therefore, for 
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the frigate to commence what is proverbially " a long chase," 
viz. "a stem eliase." 

All that has just been related may have occupied fen minute ; 
but tie news reached Andrea Barrofaldi and his counsellors 
soon enough to allow them to appear on the promontory, in 
time to see the Ving-y-Vjng pass close under the clifis beneath 
them, still keeping her English colors flying. Eaoul was visible, 
trumpet in hand ; but as the wind was Ughf, his powerful voice 
sufficed to tell his story. 

"Signori," he shouted, "I will lead the rascally republican 
•way from your port, in chase ; that will be the most effectual 
mode of doing you a service." 

These words were heard and understood, and a murmur of 
applause followed from some, while others thought the whole 
afiiur myRterions and questionable. There was no time to intei^ 
pose by acts, had such a course been contemplated, the lugger 
keeping too close in to be exposed t*. shot, and there being, as 
yet, no new preparations in the batteries to meet an enemy. 
Then there were the doubts as to the proper party to assail, and 
all passed too rapidly to admit of consultation or preconcert. 

The movement of le Feu-Follet was so easy, as to partake of 
the character of instinct Her light sails were fully distended, 
though the breeze was ftr from fresh ; and, as she rose and 
fell on the long ground-swells, her wedge-hke bows caused the 
water to ripple before them like a swift current meeting a 
sharp obstacle in the stream. It was only as she sank into the 
water, in stemming a swell, that anything hke foam could be 
seen under her for&-foot. A long hne of swift-receding bubbles, 
however, marked her track, and she no sooner came abreast of 
any given group of spectators, than she was past it— resembling 
the progress of a porpoise as he sports along a harbor. 

Ten minutes after passing the palace, or the pitoh of the pro- 
montory, the lugger opened ano'iier bay, one wider and almost 
as deep as that on which Porto Ferrajo stands, and here she 
took the breeze without the intervention of any neighboring 
rocks, and her speed was essentially increased. Hitherto, her 
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elose proximity to ite sliore had partially becalmed her, thongli 
the air had drawn round the promontory, making nearly a fair 
■wind of it ; hut now the currents came fully on her beam, and 
with much more power. She hauled down her tacks, flattened 
in her sheets, lufted, and was soon out of sight, breasting up to 
windward of a point that formed the eastern extremity of the 
bay last mentioned. 

All this time the Proserpine had not been idle. As soon aa 
she discovered that the lu^er was endeavoring to escape, her 
rigging was alive with men. Sail after sail was set, one whit« 
cloud succeeding another, until she was a sheet of canvas from 
her tmcks to her bulwarks. Her lofty sails taking the breeze 
above the adjacent coast, her progress was swift, for this particu- 
lar frigate had the reputation of being one of the festeat vessels 
in the English marine. 

It was just twenty minutes, by Andrea Bairofaldi's watch, 
after le Feu-Follet passed the spot where he stood, when the 
Proserpine came abreast of it. Her greater draught of water 
induced her to keep half a mile from the promontory, but she 
was so near as to allow a very good opportunity to examine her 
general construction and appearance, as she went by. The 
batteries were now manned, and a consultation was held on the 
propriety of punishing a republican for daring to come so near 
a Tuscan port. But there flew the respected and dreaded 
English ensign; and it was still a matter of doubt whether the 
Btranger were friend or enemy. Nothing about the ship showed 
apprehension, and yet she was clearly chasing a craft which, 
coming from a Tuscan harbor, an Englishman would be bound 
to consider entitled to his protection rather than to his hostihty. 
In a word, opinions were divided, and when that is the case, in 
matters of this nature, decision is obviously dif&cult. Then, if a 
Frenchman, she clearly attempted no injury to any on the 
island ; and those who possessed the power to commence a fire 
were fully aware how much the town lay exposed, and how 
little benefit might be expected from even a single broadside. 
The consequence was, that the few who were disposed to open 
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on the frigate, like tie two or three who had felt the same 
disposition towards the lugger, were restrained in their wishes, 
not only by the voice of superior authoritj-, but by that of 



In the meanwhile the Proserpine pressed on, and in ten 
minutes more she was not only out of the range, but beyond 
the reach of shot. As she opened the bay west of the town, le 
Feu-Follet was seen from her decks, fully a league ahead, close 
on a wind, the breeze hauling round the western end of tha 
island, glancing through tbe water at a rate that rendered 
pursuit more than doubtful. Still the ship persevered, and in 
httle more than an hour from the time she had crowded sail, 
she was up with the western extremity of the hills, though more 
than a mile to leeward. Here she met the f^r southern breeze, 
uninfluenced by the land, as it came through the pass between 
Corsica and Elba, and got a clear view of the work before her 
The studding-sails and royals had been taken in, twenty minutea 
earlier ; the bowlines were now all hauled, and the fiigate was 
biought close upon tte wind. Stil! the chase was evidently 
hopeless, the little Feu-Follet having everything as much to her 
mind as if she had ordered the weather expressly to show her 
powers. With her sheets flattened in until her canvas stood 
Uke boards, her head looked fully a point to windward of that 
of the ship, and, what was of equal importance, she even went 
to windward of the point she looked at, while the Proserpine, if 
anything, fell off a little, though but a very little, from her own 
course. Under all thrae diflerences, the lugger went tlirough 
the water six feet to the frigate's five, beating her in speed 
ahnost as much as she did in her weatherly qualities. 

The vessel to windward was not the first lugger, by fifty, fliat 
CaptMn Cuffe had assisted in chasing, and he knew the hope- 
lessne^ of following such a craft, under dreumstances so directly 
adapted to its qualities. Then he was fer from certain that ha 
was pursuing an enemy at all, whatever distnist the signafemay 
have excited, since she had clearly come out of a friendly port. 
Bastia, too, lay within a few hours' run, and there was the 
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whole of the east coast of Corsica, abounding with small bajs 
and havens, in which a vessel of that size might take refuge, if 
pressed. After convincing himself, therefore, by half-an-hour'a 
further trial in open s^hng under the full force of the breeze, of 
the ftuitlesaness of hia effort, that experienced officer ordered the 
Proserpine's helm put up, the yards squared, and he stood to 
the northward, apparently shaping his coui'se for Leghorn, or 
the Gulf of Genoa, When the frigate made this change in her 
course, the lugger, which had tacked some tame previously, was 
just becoming shut in by the wesfem end of Elba, and she was 
Boon lost to view entirely, with every prospect of her weathering 
the island altogether, without being obliged to go about again. 
It was no more than natmral that snch a chase should occasion 
some animation in a place as redred, and ordinarily as dull, as 
Porto Ferrajo. Several of the young idlers of the garrison 
obtained horses, and galloped up among the hills, to watch the 
result ; the mountains being pretty well intersected by bndle- 
patbs, though totally without regular roads. Th^y w ho remimed 
in the town, as a matter of course, were not disponed to let so 
fevorable a subject for discourse die away immediately, for want 
of a disposition to go^ip on it- Little else was tUked of, that 
day, than the menaced attack of tlie republican frigate, and the 
eecape of the lugger. Some, indeed, still doubted, tor eiery 
question has its two sides, and there was just enough ot di-5=<^nt 
to render the discussions hvely, and the aiguments ingenious 
Among the disputants, Vito Viti acted a prominent pait. 
Having committed himself so openly by his " vivas," and hia 
pubHo remarks in the port, he felt it due to his own character to 
justify all he had said, and Raoii! Yvard could not have desired 
a warmer advocate than he had in the podestit. The worthy 
magistrate exaggerated the vice^ovematore's knowledge of 
English, by way of leaving no deficiency in the necessary proofe 
of the lugger's national character. Nay, he even went so iar as 
to afflrm that he had comprehended a portion of the documenta 
«xlubited by the "Signor Smees," himseK; and as to "ze 
"Ving-y-Ving," any one acquainted in fie least with the geogra- 
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phy of the British Channel would understand that she was 
precisely the sort of craft that the semi-Gallic uihaUtanta of 
Guernsey and Jersey would he apt to send forth to cruise against 
the out and out Gallic inhabitants of the adjacent main. 

During all these discussions, tiere was one hewt in Porto 
Ferrajo that was swelling with the conflicting emotions of gra- 
titude, disappointment, joy, and fear, though the tongue of its 
owner was silent. Of all of her sex in. the place, Ghita alone 
had nothing to conjecture, no speculation to advance, no opinion 
to maintain, nor any wish to express. Still she hstened eagerly, 
and it was not the least of her causes of Batisfaction to find 
that her own hurried interviews with the handsome privateers- 
man had apparently escaped ohscrvation. At length her mind 
was fully lightened of its apprehensions, leaving nothing but 
tender regi'ets, by the return of the hoi'scmen from the moun- 
tains. These peraons reported that the upper sails of the 
frigate were just visible in the northern hoard, so fat as they 
could judge, even more distant than the isLuid of Capraya, 
while the lugger had beaten up almost as fitf to windward as 
Hanoaa, and then seemed disposed to stand over towards the 
coast of Corsica, doubtless with an intention to molest the com- 
merce of that hostile island. 
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Such was the state of things at Porto Ferrajo, at noon, or 
about the hour when its inhaHtants bethought thcan of their 
mid-day meaL Witli most, the siesta followed, though the sea 
ajr, with its invigorating coobesa, rendered that indulgence less 
necessary to these islanders, than to most of their neighbors on 
the main. Then succeeded the reviving animation of the sfer- 
noon, and the return of tlie zephjT, or the western breeze. So 
regular, indeed, ai'e these changes in the currents of the m 
during the summer months, that the mariner can I'ely with 
safety on meeting a light breeze from the southward through- 
out the morning, a c^ at noon — the siesta of the Mediterra- 
nean—and the delightfully cool wind from the west, after three 
or four o'clock ; this last is again succeeded, at night, by a 
breeze directly from the land. Weela at a time have we known 
this order of things to be uninterrupted ; and when the changes 
did occasionally occur, it -was only in the slight episodes of 
showers and thunder-storms, of which, however, Italy has far 
fewer than our own coast. 

Such, then, was the state of Porto Ferrajo, towards the eve- 
ning that succeeded this day of bustle and excitement. The 
zephyr agMn prevailed— the idle once more issued forth for 
lh«r sunset walk— and the gossips were collecting to renew 
th«r conjectures, and to start some new point in their already 
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(fldiausted discussions, when a rumot spread througli the place, 
like &e communicated to a ti'ain, that " ze Ving-y-Ving" was 
once more coming down on the weather ride of the island, pre- 
cisely as she had approached on thp previous evening, with the 
confidence of a friend, and the celerity of a bird. Years had 
passed since such a turaolt was awakened k the capital of Elba, 
Men, women, and children, pnured from the houses, and were 
seen climbing the streets, all hastening to the promenade, as if 
to satisfy themselves with their own eyes of the existence of 
some miracle. In vain did the infirm and aged call on the 
vigorous and more youthtul for the customary assistance ; they 
were avoided like the cases of plague, and were left to hobble 
up the terraced street as best they might. Even mothers, after 
dra^ng them at their own sides till fearful of being too late, 
abandoned their young m the highway, certain of finding (hem 
rolled to the foot of the declivity, should they feil of scrambling 
to ifa summit. la short, it was a scene of confusion in which 
there was much to laugh at, something to awaken wonder, imd 
not a little that was natural. 

Ten minutes had not certainly elapsed, after the rumor 
reached the lower part of the town, ere two thousand persona 
were on the hill, including nearly all the principal personages 
of the place, 'Maso Tonti, Ghita, and the different characters 
known to the reader. So nearly did the scene of this evening 
resemble that of the past, the numbers of the throng on the hill 
and the greater interest excepted, that one who had been present 
at the former, might readily have fimcied the latter merely its 
continuation. There, indeed, was the lugger, under her foresal 
and mainsMl, with the jigger brailed, coming down wing-and- 
wing, and glancing along the glittering sea hke the duck saihrg 
towards her neat This time, however, the Enghsh ensign wss 
flying at the end of the jigger prd, as if in triumph ; and th« 
little craft held her way nearer to the rocks, like one acquainted 
with the coast, and feaiing no danger. There was a manner of 
estabhshed confidence in the way in which she trusted herself 
under the muzzles of guns that might have destroyed her in a 
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very few minutes, and no one wlio saw her approach could voiy 
■well beliere that she was anytliing but a known, as well r* a 
confirmed friend. 

" Would any of the republican rascals, think you, Signor 
Andrea," asked Vito Viti, in triumph, " dare to come into Porto 
Ferrajo in this style; knowing, too, as does tliis 'Sir 
Smees,' tfie sort of people he will have to deal with ! Eemera- 
ber, Vice-govematore, that the man haa actually been ashore 
among us, and would not be likely to run his head into the 
lion's mouth." 

" Thou hast changed thine opinion greatly, neighbor Vito," 
answered the rice-govematore, somewhat drily, for he was &r 
from being satisfied on the subject of Sir Cicero, and on those 
of certain other circumstances in English history and pohtios ; 
" it better becomes magistrates to be cautious and wary." 

" Well, if there be a more cautious and circumspect man in 
Elba than the poor podestil of the Porto Ferrajo, let him sbind 
forth, o' God's name, and prove his deeds ! I do not esteem 
mjseif, Signor Vice-govematore, aa the idlest or as the moat 
ignorant man in the Grand Duke'a territories. There may be 
wiser, among whom I place your eccellenza ; but there is not a 
more loyal subject, or a more zealous friend of truth." 

" I believe it, good Vito," returned Andrea, smihng kindly on 
his old associate, " and have ever so considered thy advice and 
services. Still, I wish I knew something of this Sir Cicero ; for, 
to be frank with thee, I have even foregone my siesta, in search- 
ing the books in quest of such a man." 

"And do they not confirm every syllable the Signor Smees haa 
sad?" 

"So far from it, that I do not even, find the name. It is 
true, several distinguished orators of that nation are styled Enfflish 
Cieeroes ; but then all people do this, by way of commendation." 

"I do not know that, Signore— I do not know that — it may 
happen in o«ft Italy; but would it come to pass, think you,- 
among remote and so lately barbarous nations aa England, Ger- 
many, and France 1" 
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"Thou forgettest, fidend Vito," returned the viee-governatore, 
BUiihng now, in pity of his companion's igTiorance and preju- 
dices, as just before he had smiled in kindness, " that we Italians 
took the pains to civilize these people a thousand years ago, and 
that they have not gone backward all this time. But there can 
be no doubt that 'ze Ving-y-Ving' means to enter our bay 
again, and there stands the ' Signer Smees' examining us with 
a glass, aa if he, too, contemplated another interview," 

"It strikes lue, Vice-govematore, that it would be a sin 
next to heresy to doubt the character of those who so loyaUy put 
their trust in us. No republican would dare to anchor in the 
bay of Poilo Ferrajo a seeond time. Once, it might possibly be 
done ; but twice ? — no, never, never." 

" I do not know but you are right, Vito, and I am sure I 
hope so. Will you descend to the port, and see that the forms 
are complied with ? Then glean such useful circumstances as 
you can," 

The crowd was now in motion towards the lower part of the 
town, to meet the lugger; and at this suggestion the podesid 
hurried down m the throng, to be in readiness to receive the 
"Signer Smees" as soon aa he should land. It was thought 
more dignified and proper for the vice-govematore to remain, 
and await to hear the report of the supposed Enghsh officer 
where he was. Ghita was one of the few, also, who remained 
on the heights, her heart now boating with renewed apprehen- 
sions of tiie dangera that her lover had again braved on her 
account, and now nearly overflowing with tendWness, as she 
admitted the agreeable conviction that, had she not been in 
Porto Fen'ajo, Raoul Yvard would never have incurred such risks. 
Ghita deile Torri, or Ghita of the Towers, as the girl was 
ordmarily termed by those who knew her, from a di^cumstanee 
in her situation that will appear as we advance in the tale, or 
Ghita Caraceioli, as was her real name, had been an orphan 
from infency. She had imbibed a strength of character and a 
self-reliance, from her condition, that might otherwise have Vwen 
waiting in one so young, and of a native disposition so truly 
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gentle. An aunt had impressed on her mind the lessons of 
female decorum ; and her uncle, who had abandoned the world 
on account of a strong religious sentimont, had aided in making 
her deeply devout and keenly conscientious. The truth of 
her character rendered her indisposed to the deception which 
Bftoul waa practiaing, while feminine weakness inclined her to 
forgive the offence in the motive. She had shuddered again 
and ^ain, as she remembered how deeply the young SMlor was 
becoming involved in Irauds, — and frauds, too, that might so 
easily terminate in violence and bloodshed ; and then she had 
trembled under the influence of a gentler emotion as she 
remembered that all these risks were run for her. Her reason 
had long since admonished her that Eaoul Yvard and Ghita 
Caraccioli ought to bo strangers to each other ; but her heart 
told a different story. The present was an occasion suited to 
keeping these conflictiiig feelings keenly ahve, and, as has been 
Biud, when mcst of the others hastened down towards the port. 
to be present when the Wing-And-Wing came in, she remained 
on the ?iill, brooding over her own thoughts, much of the tjme 
bathed in tears. 

But Eaoul had no intention of trusting his Jack-o'-Lantem 
where it might so readily he extinguished by the hand of man. 
Instead of taking shelter ag^nst any new roving republican who 
might come along behind the buildings of the port, as had been 
expected, he shot past the end of the quay, and 'anchored 
within a few fathoms of the very spot he had quitted that 
morning, mer^y dropping his kedge under foot as before. 
Then he stepped confidently into hia boat, and pulled for the 
landing. 

" Eh, Signor Capitano," cried Vito Viti, as he met his new 
protege with an air of cordiality as soon as the foot of the latter 
touched the shore, " we looked for the pleasure of receiving you 
into our bosom, as it were, here in the haven. How inge- 
niously you led off that sans cwlotte this morning ! Ah, the 
Inglese are the great nation of the ocean, Colombo notwith- 
standing ! The vice-govematore told me all about your illus- 



ty Google 



WING-AND-WIKd. 118 

trious female admiral, Elisabetta, and lie Spanish armada ; and 
there was Nelsoni ; and now we liaTe Smees !" 

Eaoul accepted these complimeiita, both Eational and pe^ 
sonal, in a veiy gracious maimer, squeezing tie hand of the 
podesta with suitable cordiaUty and eondescension, acting the 
great man as if accustomed to this sort of incense from infancy. 
As became his public situation, as well as his character, he pro- 
posed paying his duty immediately to the superior authorities 
of the island. 

" King George, my master," continued Raoul, as he and Vito 
Vili walked from the quay towards the residence of Andrea 
Barrofeldi, " is particularly pointed on this subject, with us all, 
in his personal orders. ' Never enter a port of one of my allies, 
Smeet,' he swd, the very last time I took leave of him, ' without 
immediately hastening with your duty to the conmiandant of 
the place. You never lose anything by being hberal of pohte- 
ness ; and England is too pohshed a country to be outdone in 
these things, by even the Itahans, the parents of modem 
dvihzation.' " 

" You are happy in ha\-ing such a sovrano, and still more so 
in being allowed to approach his sacred person." 

" Oh ! as to the last, the navy is his pet ; he considers us 
captains, in particular, as his children. ' Never enter London, 
my dear Smeet,' he said to me, ' without coming to the pahice, 
where you will always find a lather ' — you know he has one son 
among us who was lately a captain, as well as myself." 

" San Stefeno ! and he the child of a great king ! I did not 
know that, I confess, Signore." 

"Why, it is a law, in England, that the king shall give at 
least one son to the marine. ' Yes,' said his Majesty, ' always 
be prompt in calling on the superior authorities, and remember 
me benevolently and affectionately to them, one and all, even 
down to the subordinate mt^trafes, who hve in their inti- 



n playing the part he was now performing, 
but he was a littie addicted to over-actmg it. Like ^1 exceed- 
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ingly bold and decided geniuses, he was constandy striding 
across that step whieli separates the subhme from the ridienlous, 
and consequently ran no smaE hazard in the way of diseorery. 
Bat with Vito Vild he incurred little risk on this score, provincial 
credulity and a love of the marvellous coming in aid of his 
general ignorance, to render him a safe depository of anything 
of this sort that the other might choose fo advance. Vito Viti 
felt it to be an honor to converse with a man who, in his turn, 
had conveiaed with a king ; and as he puffed his way up the 
steep ascent again, he did not fail to express some of the feehngs 
which were glowing in his breast. 

" Is it not a happiness to serve such a prince V be exclaimed 
— " nay, to die for him I" 

" The latter is a service I have not yet performed," answered 
Eaoul, innocently, " but which may one day well happen. Do 
you not think, podest^, that he who lays down his life for his 
prince merits canonization ?" 

" That would fill the calendar too soon, in these wars, Signor 
Smees ; but I will concede you the generals and admirals, and 
other great personages. Si — a general or an admiral who dies 
for his Boyei'cign, does deserve fo be made a saint — this woiald 
leave these miserable French repubhcans, Signore, without hope 

" They are canaille, from the highest to the lowest, and can 
reasonably expect nothing better. If they wish to be canonized, 
let them restore the Bourbons, and put themselves lawfiilly in 
the way of sueh a blessing. The chase of this morning, Signor 
Vito Viti, must at least have amused the town V 

The podesta wanted hut this opening to pour out a history 
of his own emotions, sensations, and raptures. He expatiated 
in glowing terms on the service the lugger had rendered the 
place by leading off the rascally republicans, showing that h« 
considered the manoeuvre of passing the port, instead of entering 
it, as one of the most remarkable of which he had ever heard, 
at even read. 

" I defied the vice-govematore to produce an example of 
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finer professional inspiration in the whole range of history, 
beginning witli his Tacitus, and ending with your new English 
work on Roma, I doubt if the Elder Pliny, or Mark Antony, 
or even Ciesar, ever did a finer thing, Signore ; and I am not a 
man addicted to extravagance in compliments. Had it been a 
fleet of vessels of three decks, instead of a httle lugger, Christen- 
dom would have rung with the glory of the achievement !" 

" Had it been but a frigate, my excellent fHend, the ma- 
noeuvre would have been unnecessary. Peste ! it is not a single 
republican ship that can make a stout Enghsh frigate skulk 
abng the rocks, and fly like -» thiol it night. 

"Ah, there is the vice-goiematore walking on his terrace. 
Sir Smees, and dying with impatience to ^^r et yru We will 
drop the subject for another occasi n and a bottle of good 
Florence liquor." 

The reception which Andrea Barrotaidi gave Eauul was da 
less warm than that he received from the podestA, though it was 
polite, and without any visible signs of distrust. 

" I have come, Signor Vice-govematore," said the privateers- 
man, " in compUance with positive orders from my master, to 
pay my respects to you again, and to report my arrival once 
more in your bay, though the cruise made since my last 
departure has not been so long as an East India voy^." 

" Short as it has been, we should have reason to regret your 
absence, Signore, were it not for the admirable proofe it has 
afibrded us of your resources and seamanship," returned Andrea, 
with due complaisance. " To own the truth, when I saw you 
depart it was with the apprehension that we should never enjoy 
this satisfaction again. But, like your EngUsh Sir Cicero, the 
second coming may prove even more agreeable than the 
first." 

Raoul laughed, and he even had the grace to blush a httle ; 
after which he appeared to reflect intensely on some matter of 
moment Smiles struggled round his handsome mouth, and 
then he suddenly assumed an air of sailor-like frankness, and 
disiilosefl his passing sensations in words. 
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" Sigaor Vioe-govematore, I ask the favor of one moment's 
private conference ; Signor Vito Vitj, give m leave a angle 
moment, if you please. I perceive, Signore," continued Raoul, 
as he and Andrea walked a little aside, " thst you have not 
easily forgotten my little ianferonade ahoat our English Cicero. 
But what will you have ?— we sailors are sent to sea children, 
and we know httle of books. My excellent father. Milord Smeet, 
had me put in a frigate when I was only twelve, an age at 
which one knows very little of Ciceros, or Dantes, or Comeilles, 
even as yon will confess. Thus, when I found mj«e!f in the 
presence of a gentleman whose reputation for learning has 
reached iar beyond the island he so admirably governs, a silly 
ambition has led me into a folly that he finds it hard to foi^ve. 
If I have talked of names of which I know nothing, it may be a 
weakneK such as young men will fall into ; but surely it is no 
heinous crime," 

" You allow, Signore, that there has been no English Sir 
Cicero 3" 

" The truth compels me to say, I know nothing about it But 
it is bard for a very young man, and one, too, that feels his 
deficiencies of education, to admit all this to a philosopher on a 
fiist acquaintance. It becomes a difierent thing, when natural 
modesty is encouraged by a iamiliar goodness of heart ; and a 
day's acquaintance with the Signor Barro&ldi is as much as a 
year with an ordinary man." 

" If this be the case. Sir Smees, 1 can readily understand, and 
as wilhogly overlook what has passed," returned the vice- 
govematore, with a self-complacency that in nothing fell short 
of that which Vito Titi had so recently exhibited. " It must 
be painful to a sensitive mind to fee! ttie 'deficiencies which 
unavoidably accompany the want of opportunities for study ; 
and I, at least, can now say how delightful it is to witness the 
ingenuousness which admits it. Then, if England has never 
!i Cicero in name, duubtlMS she has had many in 
ns, after allowing for the halo which time ever throws 
around a reputation. Phould your duty often call you this w^, 
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Signore, during the suinmer, it wUl add to the pleasure I 
experience in enjoying the advantage of jour acquaintance, to 
be permitted, in some shght degree, to direct your reading to 
such works, as, with a mind like yonrs, will be certain to lead 
to profit and pleasure." 

Eaoul made a suitable acknowledgment for this offer, and 
from that moment the best understanding existed between the 
parties. TTie privateersman, who had received a much better 
education than he pretended to, and who was a consummate 
actor, as well as, on certain occasions, a practised flatterer, det«r- 
mined to be more cautious in future, sparing his literary eoojeo- 
tures, whatever hberties he might take with other subjects. 
And yet this reckless and daring mariner never flattered nor 
deceived Ghita in anything I "With her he had been all sin- 
cerity, the influence he had obtained over the feelings of that 
pure-minded giri being as much the result of the nature and 
real feeling he had manifested, as of his manly appearance and 
general powers of pleasing. It would have been, indeed, m^ 
ter of interesting observation, for one curions in the study of 
human nature, to note how completely the girl's innocence and 
simplicity of character had extended itself over every act of the 
young man, that was any way connected with lier ; preventing 
his even feigning that religion which he certainly did not feel, 
and the want of which was the sole obstacle to the union he had 
now Bohcited for near a twelvemonlh, and which, of all others, 
was the object by far. the closest to his heart With Andrea 
Barrofaldi and Vito Viti, and most especially with the hated 
English, it was a very different Oimg, however ; and seldom 
was Raoul happier than when he was employed in predsely 
euoh a scene of mystification as that in which he was at that 
moment engaged. 

The vice-govematore having established relations so com- 
pletely amicable with the " Signor Smees," could do no less than 
invite his guest to enter the palazzo, along with himself and the 
podestEl, As it was yet loo hght for the sailor to seek an inter- 
view with Ghifa, he cheerfully accepted the offer; making 
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a careful examination of the whole of the norliiern maigin of 
the sea, from his elevated position, however, before he croesed 
the threshold. This httle delay, on Raoul's part, enabled the 
podestil to have a passing word with his friend unobserved. 

" You have found ' Sir Smees,' " said Vito Viti, with eanxestr 
ness, " all that your wisdom and prudence could desire, I trust ! 
For my part, I consider ^m a most interesting youth ; one 
destined, at some future time, to lead fleets, and dispose of the 
forttmes of nations." 

" He is more amiable, and even better informed, than I had 
thought, neighbor Vito Viti. Ho ^ves up his Sir Cicero with 
a grace that causes one regret it was necessary ; and, like your- 
self I make no doubt of his becoming an illustrious admiral, in 
time. It is true his father, ' Milordo Smees,' has not done jus- 
tice to his education ; but it is not too late yet to repair that 
evil. Go, desire him to enter ; for I am impatient to draw bis 
attention to certain works that may be useful to one in his line 
of life." 

At this suggestion the podestii returned to the door, in order 
to usher the imaginary Guernsey-man into the residence. He 
found Raoul still standing on the entrance, examining the sea. 
There were two or three coasters, feluccas, as usual, stealing 
along the coast, in the Italian fashion, equally af™d of the bar- 
barians of the south shore, and of the French of the north. All 
these would have been good prizes ; but, to do the privateersman 
justice, he was httie in tiie haUt of molesting mariners of so low 
a class. There was one felucca, however, that was just roun^ng 
the promontory, coming in from the north ; and witii the people 
of this craft he determined to have some communication as soon 
as he returned to Uie port, with a view to ascertain if she h^d 
fallen in with the frigate. Just as he had come to this reuoh- 
tion, the podeatd joined him, and he was ushered into the 
house. 

It is unnecessary to ^ve the discourse which succeeded. It 
related more to literature and matters in general, than to any- 
thing connected with our tale, the worthy vice-govematore bring 
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disposed to reward the ingonousness of the young sailor, by iiir- 
nishinj him as much instruction as the time and circumstances 
would allow. Baoul hore tliis very well, wmting patiently for 
the light to disappear, when he felt a perfect confidence of again 
meeting Ghita on the promenade. As he had discovered how 
much more safety thei'e was in difSdence (Ian in pretension, he 
found his task of deception comparatively easy ; and hy letting 
the vieo-govematore have his own way, he not only succeeded 
in gaming that functionaiy over to a full belief in his assumed 
nationality, but in persuading him to believe fie " SJgnor Smees" 
a young man of even more erudition than he had at first sup- 
posed. By means as simple and natural as these, Raoul made 
more progress in the good graces of Andrea Barrofiildi in the 
next two hours, than he could have done in a year, by setting 
up his own knowledge and reading as authority. 

There is httie doubt that the vice-govematore found tiiis inter- 
view ^ireeable, from the time he was disposed to waste on 
it; and, it is certain, Raonl thought it some of the hardest duly 
in whidi lie had ever been engaged. As for Vito Titi, he was 
edified, and he did not eare to conceal it, giving frequent mani- 
festations of his satisfaction, by expressions of delight ; occa- 
sionally venturing a remark, as if expressly to betray his own 
ignorance. 

" I have often known you great, vice-govematore," he cried, 
when Andrea had closed a dissertation on the earlier history of 
all the northern nations, which lasted fully half-an-hour, "bnt 
never so great as yon are to-night ! Signore, you have been 
most illustrious this evening! Is it not so, Signor Smeea! 
Could any professor of Pisa, or even of Padua, do more justice 
to a subject than we have seen done to this to ivliicli,we have 
been hsfening ?" 

■^ "Signor PodestA," added Raoul, "but one feeling has pre- 
vailed, in my mind, while attending to what has been said ; and 
that has been deep regret that my profession has cut me <M 
from all these rich stores of profound thought. But it is per- 
mitted us to admire that even which we cannot imitato." 
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" Quite true, Signori," answered' Andrea, with gentle benevo- 
lence, " but with dispositions lilte yours, Sir Smees, it is not to very 
difficult to imitate what we admire. I will write out » bat of 
■works, which I would recommend to your perusal ; and, by 
touching at Livomo or Napoli, you will obtain all the books at 
reasonable pi-iccs. You may expect to see the list on your 
breakfest table to-morrow morning, as I shall not sleep until it 
is completed." 

Raoul gladly seized upon this promise as a hint to depart^ 
and he took his leave with suitable acknowledgmenta of grati- 
tude and delight. When he got out of the palaazo, however, 
he gave a long low whistle, like a man who felt he had escaped 
from a scene in which persecution had been a little lightened by 
the ridiculous, and uttered a few curses on the nations of the 
nortJi, for being so inconsiderate as to have histories so much 
longer and more elaborate than he conceived to be at all necessary. 
All this passed as he hastened along the promenade, which he 
found deserted, every human being having appareutiy left it. 
At length he thought he perceived a female form some distance 
ahead of Lira, and in a part of the walk that was never much 
frequented. Hastening towards it, his quick eye discerned the 
person of her he sought, evidently wsuting for his approach. 

" Raoul," exclaimed Ghita, reproachfiiUy, " in what will these 
often repeated risks finally end ? When so feurly and cleverly 
jut of the harbor of Porto Perrajo, why did you not possess the 
prudence to remfun there ?" 

" Thou know'st the reason, Ghits, and why ask this question ! 
San Nettuno \ was it not handsomely done ; and is not this 
brave vice^vernatore rarely mystified ! — I sometimes think, 
Ghife, I ^ve mistaken my vocation, which should have been 
that of a diplomate." 

" And ffhy a diplomate in particular, Kaoul — thou art too 
honest to deceive long, whatever thou may'st do on an occasion 
like this, ^d in a pressing '^Bergency." 

" Why ! — but, no matter. ^Tiis Andrea Barrofeldi, and tJiis 
Vito Viti, will one day know why. And now to our businese, 
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Ghita, since le Feu-FoUet cannot always decorate the bay of 
Porto Ferrajo." 

" True," intemipted the ^!, " and 1 have come for no otJior 
purpose tlian to say as much myself. My dear uncle has arriv- 
ed, and he intends to sail for the Toiti with the first felucca." 

" There ! — this ha.'i done more to make me believe in a Provi- 
dence tlian all the preaching of nil the padri of Italy ! Here 
is the lugger to take the place of the felucca, and we can sail 
this very night. My cabin shall bo yours entirely, and with 
your uncle for a protectoi', no one can raise an evil tongue 
against the step." 

Ghita, to own the truth, exjiected this very offer, which, 
agreeable as it was, her sen-sie of propriety would certainly have 
prevented her from accepting, but for one consideration: it 
might be made the means of getting Raoul out of an enemy's 
port ; and, in so much, out of harm's way. This, with one of 
her affectionate heart, was an object to which she would have 
sacrificed appearances of even a graver character. We do not 
wish the reader, however, to get a false impression of this girl's 
habits and education. Although the latter, in many particulars, 
was superior to that received by most young women of her class 
in life, the former were simple, and suited to her station, as well 
as to the usages of her country. She had not been brought up 
with that severe restraint which regulates the deportment of the 
young Italian females of condition, perhaps in a degree just as 
much too severely, as it leaves tie young American too little 
restrained ; but she had been taught all that decorum and deli- 
cacy required, either for the beautiful or the safe; and her 
notions inculcated the inexpediency, if not the impropriety, 
of one in her situation taking a passage in a priAteer it all, 
and particularly so one commanded by an avowed lover. But, 
on the other hand, the distance between Porto Ferrajo and the 
Towers was only about fifty miles, and a few hours would suffice 
to place her in safety beneath her oivn roof; and, what was of 
more importance in her view just then, Raoid in safety along 
with her. On all this had she pondered, and she was eonse- 
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quently pepared witli an answer to the proposal that had just 
been made. 

"If my uncle and myself could accept this generous offer, 
when would it be convenient for you to sml, Raoul }" the giil 
demanded ; " we have now been absent longer than we intend- 
ed, and longer than wo ought." 

" Within an hour, if there were any wind. But you see how 
it is, Ghita ; the zephyr has done blowing, and it now seems as 
if every fan of Italy had gone to sleep. You can depend on 
our sailing the instant it shall bo in our power. At need, we 
will use the sweeps." 

" I mil then see my uncle, and mention to him that there is 
a vrasel about to sail, in which we had better embark. la it 
not odd, Raoul, that he is profoundly ignorant of your being in 
the bay? He gets more and more lost to things around him 
every day, and I do believe he does not recollect that you com- 
mand an enemy's vessel half the time," 

" Let iim trust to me ; he shall never have occasion to know 
it, GHta." 

""We are assured of that, Raoul. The generous manner in 
which you interposed to save us from the corsair of the Alge- 
rinea, which began our acquaintance, and for which we shall 
always have occasion to bless you, has made peace between you 
and us for ever. But for your timely succor, last summer, 
my uncle and myself would now have been slaves with barba- 

" That is another thing that inclines me to believe in a Provi- 
dence, Ghita ! Little did I know, when rescuing you and your 
good kinsman from the boat of the Algerine, who I was saving. 
And yet you see how all has come to pai^s, and that in serving 
you I have merely been serving myself." 

" Would tJiou could'st learn to serve that God who disijoses 
of us all at his holy pleasure !" murmured Ghita, tears forcing 
themselves to her eyes, and a convulsive effort alone suppressing 
the deep emotion with which she uttered the words : " but wo 
thank thee again and again, Raoul, as the instrument of his 
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mercy in the affair of the Algerine, and are wiUing to trust to 
thco now and always. It will be easy to induce my uncle to 
embark ; but, as he knows thy real character when he chooses 
to recollect it, I hai'dly think it will do to say with whom. We 
must arrange an hour and a place to meet, when I will see to 
his being there, and in readiness," 

Eaoul and Ghita next discussed the little details ; a place of 
rendezvous without the town, a short distance below the wine- 
house of Benedetta, being selected, in preference to choosing 
one that would necessarily subject them to observation. This 
portion of the arrangements was soon settled, and then Ghita 
thought it prudent to separate. In this proposal her compa- 
nion acquiesced witli a better grace than he might have done, 
had he not the g^rl'sassutance of meeting him within an hour, 
in order that everything might l:>e ready for a start with tlie 
first appearance of wind. 

WLenleftalone,Raonl bethought him that Ithuel and Filippo 
were on shore as usual, tlie New Hampshire man consenting 
to serve only on condition of being allowed to land ; a privilege 
be always abused by driving a contraband trade on occasions 
like the present. So great was the fellow's dexterity in such 
matters, that Kaoul — who disdained smuo^hng, while he 
thought himself compelled to wink at it in others — had less 
apprehensions of his committing the lugger than he might have 
felt in the ease of one less cunning. But it was now necessary 
to get these two men off or abandon tliem ; and fortunately 
remembering the nmne of the wine-house where they had 
taken their potations the previous night, he repaired to it with- 
out delay, luckily finding Itliuel and his interpreter deep in the 
discussion of another fiask of the iavorite Tuscan beverage. 
'Maao and his usual companions were present also, and there 
being nothing unusual in tie commander of an English diip 
of war's hking good liquor, Eaoul, to prevent suspicion, drew a 
chair and asked for his glass. By the conversation that followed, 
the young privateersman felt satisfied that, though he might 
have succeeded in throwing dust into the eyes of the vice- 
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govematore and the podrata, Uiese expeiienced old seamen still 
distrusted his charactev. It was so unusual a thing for a French 
frigat*, while it was so usual for an English fn^te to be 
Btanding along the coast, near in, thdt thtse miiinera— who 
were femiliar with all such inattera, hod joined thii cin-umstance 
to the suspicious signs about the lu^er anl weie strongly dis- 
posed to beheve the truth concerning both les^ela To a!! this, 
however, Eaoul was more indifferent than he might Lave been 
but for the arrangement to s^l so soon. He took his wine, 
therefore, with apparent indifference, and in proper season with- 
drew, caiTying with him Ithuc! and the Genoese. 
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It was dark when Raou! quitted tlie government house, 
living Andrea Barrofaldi and Vito Viti in the lilDraiy of the 
former. No sooner was the young seaman's back turned, than 
the (ice-govematore, who was in a humor to display his acquire- 
ments, resumed a discussion that he had found so agreeable to 
his self-esteem. 

" It is easy to see, good Vito Viti, that this young Inglese is 
a gentle of noble birth, though not of a hhera] education," be 
said ; " doubtless his father, Milordo Smees, has a large family 
and the usages of England are different from those of Italy, in 
respect to birthright. There, the eldest son alone mheiita Iho 
honors of the family, while the cadets are put mto the army 
and navy, to earn new distinctions. Nelsoni is the son of a priest, 

" Cospetto ! of a padre ! Signer Viee-govematore," interrupted 
the jiodesta— "it is most indecent to ovm it A priest must 
be possessed of the devil, himself, to own his issue ; though iaeue 
he may certainly have." 

"There, again, good Vito, it is different with the Luferani 
and us Catholics. The priests of England, you will pleaea 
remember, many, while oura do not." 

" I should not !ike to be shrived hy such a padre ! Th« man 
would he certain to tell his wife all I confessed; and the stunts 
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Gonld only say what would be the end oii'L Porto Ferrajo 
■would soon be too hot to hold an honest man — aye, or even an 
honest woman, in the bai'gain." 

" But the Lut«rani do not confess, and are never shrived at 
all, you will remember." 

" San Stcfano ! — How do they expect, then, ever to get to 
heaven 1" 

"I will not answer that they do, friend Vito — aiid we are 
certain, that if they have such expectations, they must be most 
treacherous to them. But, talking of this Sir Smees, you per- 
ceive in his air and manner, the finesse of the Anglo-Saxon 
race ; which is a people altogether distinct from the Andent 
Ganla, both in history and character. Pietro Giannone, in his 
SlotHa Civile del Regno di Najpoli, speaks of the Nonnans, 
who were a branch of these adventurers, with great interest and 
piffUcnlarity ; and I think I can trace, in this youth, some of 
the very peculiarities that are so admirably delineated in his 
well-told, but too free writing. Well, Pieti'o ; I was not 
speaking of thee, but of a namesake of thine, of the femUy of 
Giannona, an historian of Naples, of note and merit — what is 
thy will?" 

This question was put to a servant, who entered at that 
moment, holding in his hand a piece of paper, which he desired 
to lay before his master. 

" A cavatiere is without, Signer Andrea, who asks tlie honor 
of an audience, and who sends in his name, as your ecceilenza 
will find it on this paper." 

The vice-govematore took the sUp of paper, and read aloud : 
" Edward GrifBn, tenente deila marina Inglesa." 

" Ah ! here is an officer sent from ' ze Ving-y-Ving' with 
some communication, friend Vito ; it is fortunate you are still 
here, to hear what he has to say. Show the heufenant in, 
Pietro." 

One who understood Englishmen better than Andrea Barro- 
faldi, would have been satisfied, at a glance, that he who'^w 
entered was really a native of that country. He was a yftung 



ty Google 



man of some two or three and twenty, of a ruddy, round, good- 
natured fece, wearing an undress coat of the service to which he 
professed to belong, and whose whole m and manner betrayed 
his profession, quite as much as his country. The saluUtions 
lie uttered were in very respectable Italian, familiarity with the 
language being the precise reason why he had been selected for 
the errand on which he had come. After these salutations, ho 
put a piece of parchment into Andrea's hand, remarking — 

" If you read Enghsh, Signore, you will perceive by that 
commission I am the iierson I represent myself to be." 

"Doubtless, Signer Tenente, you belong to ze Ving-y-Ving, 
and are a subordinate of Sir Smees !" 

Tlie young man looked surprised, and, at the same time, half 
disposed to laugh ; though a sense of decorum suppressed tlie 
latter inclination. 

" I belong to His Britannic Majesty's ship rroserpine, Signore," 
lie drily answered, " and know not what you mean by the Ving- 
y-Ving. Captain Cutfe, of that ship, the. frigate you saw off 
your harbor this morning, has sent me down in the felucca that 
got in this e\'oning, to commimicate intelligence concerning ihe 
luifger, which we chased to the southward about nine o'clock, 
but which, I see, is again snug at her anchor in this bay. Our 
ship was lying behind Caprayii, when I left her, but will be here 
to take me off; and to hear the news, before daylight, should the 
wind ever blow again." 

Andrea Barrofaldi and Vito Viti stared, and that, too, as if a 
messenger Lad come from the lower regions to summon them 
away for their misdeeds. Lieutenant Griffin spoke unusually 
good Itahan, for a foreigner ; and his manner of proceeding was 
so strtughtfonviird and direct, as to carry with it every appear- 
ance of truth. 

"You do not know what I mean by ze Ving-y-Ving !" 
demanded the \ice-govematore, with emphasis, 

"To be frank with you, 1 do not, Signore. Ving-y-Viiig is 
not Enghsli ; nor do I know fiiat it is Italian." 
Mr. Griffin i*t a good deal of ground by this assertion, 
8-* 
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which implied a donbt of Andres's knowledge of forwgn 

" You say, Sigwor Tenente, if I compreheiid your meaning, 
that Ving-y-Ving is not English ?" 

" Indeed I do, sir ; at least no English that I have ever heard 
spoken, at sea or ashore ; and we seamen have a language of 

" Will you, then, permit me to ask you what is the translation 
of ala e ala ; word for word." 

The lieutenant paused a moment, and pondered. Then he 
laughed involuntarily, checking himself almost immediately, 
with an air of respect and gravity. 

"I believe I now undeistand you, Signor Vice-governatore," 
he said ; " we have a sea-phrase something like this, to describe 
a fore-and-aft vessel with her sails swinging off on both sides ; 
but we call it wing-and-wing." 

" Si, Signore — ving-y-ving. Such is the name of the lu^er 
of your king, that now lies in our bay." 

" Ah ! we thought as much, Signori ; the scoundrel has 
deceived you, aa he has done a hundred before you, and will do 
a hundred again, unless we catch him fo-nigbt. The lu^er 
is a celebrated French privateer, that we have six etuisers in 
chase of at this moment, our onD ship included. She is called 
le Feu-Follet, which is not Wing-and-Wing, but Will-o'-the- 
Wisp, or Jaek-o'-Lantern, in English ; and which you, in Italian, 
woTild call (7 Fuoco Fatao. Her commander is Raoul Yvard, 
than whom there is not a greater desperado sailing out of France ; 
though it is admitted that the fellow has some good — nay, some 
■noble qualities." 

At every word uttered by tte lieutenant, a page of history 
was blotted out from the memory of his listener. The vice- 
goveniatore had heard die name of Raoul Yvard, and even that 
of le Feu-Follet, which tlie malignancy of a bitter war had black- 
ened nearly to the hues of piracy. The thought that he had 
been the d«pe of this corsair — nay, that he had actually been 
entertaming him vitli honois aiid hospitality, within an hour. 
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was almmt too much for bis pbiloeophy. Men do not often 
Kubmit to sncb bumibating sensations witbont a stni^le ; and 
before he would, or could, accord full credence to what was now 
told bun, it was natural to oppose the objections fliat fiiat ofiered. 

" All this muU be a mistake," observed tbe vice^vematore ; 
" there are English as well as French luggers ; and this is one 
of the former. Her commander is a noble English gentleman,' 
a son of Milordo Smees ; and though his education baa been in 
a trifling degree neglected, he shows bis origin and national 
character in all be says and docs. Ze Ving-y-Ving is com- 
manded by Sir Smees, a young officer of merit, as you must 
have seen yonrself^ Signore, by bis evolutions this very morn- 
ing. Surely, you have heard of II Capitano Sir Smees, the son 
of Milordo Smees !" 

" We do not deny that bb escape, this morning, was a clever 
thing, Vice-governatore, for the fellow is a seaman, every inch 
of him ; and be ia as brave as a lion ; but, then, he is as impu- 
dent as a beggar's dog. There is no Sir Smees, nor Sir 
Anybody else, in command of any of our luggers, anywhere. 
In the Mediterranean, we have no cruiser of this rig at all ; and 
tbe two or three we have elsewhere, are commanded by old sea- 
dogs, who have been brought up in that sort of craft. As for 
Sirs, they are scarce out here, though tbe battle of the Kile has 
made a few of them for the navy. Then you'll not meet with 
a nobleman's son in a clipper like this, for that sort of gentry 
generally go from a frigate's quarter-deck into a good sloop, as 
commander, and after a twelvemonth's work, or so, in the small 
one, into a last fi'igate agiun, as a post-captain." 

Much of this was gibberish to Andrea Barrofeldi, but Griffin 
being exclusively naval, be fencied every one ought to take the 
same intei'est as he did himself in all these matters. But, 
vfhile the Vice-govematore did not understand more than half 
of the other's meaning, that half sufficed to render him exceed- 
ingly uneasy. The natural manner of the lieutenant, too, car- 
ried conviction with it, while all the original impressions against 
the luf^er were re^"l>'ed by his statements. 
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" Wliat say you, Signer Vito Viti V demanded Andrea ; " you 
have been present at the interviews with Sir Smeos." 

" That we have been deceived by one of the most oily-tongued 
rogues that ever took in honest men, if we have been dei«ived 
at all, vice-govematoro. Last evening, I would have believed 
this ; but since the escape and return of the lugger, I could 
have sworn that we had an excellent friend and ally in our 
bay." 

" You had your signals, Signor Tenente ; and that is proof of 
amity and understanding." 

" We made our number, when we saw the lu^er with an 
English ensign set, for we did not suppose a Frenchman would 
be quietly lying in a Tuscan port ; but the answer we got was 
nonsense ; and then we remembered to have heard that this 
Raoul Yvard was in the habit of playing such tricks, ail along 
the Itahan coast. Once on the scent, we were not the men to 
be easily thrown off it. You saw the chase and know the 
result," 

" There must be some error in all this ! Would it not be 
well, Signore, to see the commander of the lugger — or to go on 
board of her and satisfy yourself, with your own eyes, of the 
truth or falsehood of your surmises ? Ten minutes might clear 
up everything," 

" Your pardon, Signor V ice-go vernatore ; were I to trust 
myself on board le Feu-Follet, I might remain a prisoner until 
a peace was made ; and I have yet two steps to gwn before I 
can ^ord that risk. Then as to letting Yvard know of my 
presence here, it would just ^ve him the alarm, and cause us to 
lose the bird, before we can spring the net. My orders are posi- 
tive, not to let any one but the authorities of the ishmd know of 
my visit, or its object All we ask of you is to detain the lugger 
until morning ; then u-e will see to it, that she will never trouble 
the Italian coast ag^." 

" Nay, Signore, we have guns of our own, and could easily 
dispose of so small a vessel, once assured of her being an enemy," 
returned the vice-govemntore, with a little pride and loftiness of 
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manner ; " convince us of that fact, and we'll sink the iagger at 
her anchors." 

"That is just what we do not wish j-ou to do, Signore," 
answered the lieutenant, with interest. "From what passed 
(his morning. Captain Cuftb has tliought it probahle tliat Mon- 
sieur Yvard, for some reason best known to himself^ would come 
back here as soon as he was lid of us ; or that, finding himself 
on the south side of the island, he might put into Porto Longono ; 
and, had I not met him here, I was to get a horse, and ride 
across to the latter place, and make my arrangements there. 
"We wish by ail means to get possession of the lugger, which, 
in smooth wafer, is the fiistest craft in the Mediterranean, and 
would be of infinite service to us. We think the Proserpine 
would prove too much for her, blowing fi^sh ; but, in moderate 
weather, she will go six feet to our five. Now, if you open on 
her, she will either escape or be sunk ; for Raoul If vard is not a 
'man to strike to a town. All I ask is to be pormitted to make 
nightrsignals, for which I am prepared, as soon as tlie frigate 
approaches, and that you will throw all the delays, by means of 
forms and permits, in the way of the Frenchman's sailing, until 
to-morrow morning. We will answer for the rest." 

" I should think there would ba but little danger of the lug- 
ger's departing in the night, Sigtior Tenente, her commander 
rather expressing an intention of pa-ssing several days witli us ; 
and it is this ease and confidence of his, whidi cause me to 
think that ho cannot be the person you take him for. Why 
should Raoul Yvard and le Fcii-Follot come ijito Porto Ferrajo 
at all V 

" Ko one knows : it is the man's habit : and doubtless he has 
reasons for it. 'T is said, he has even been iu at Gibraltar ; and 
it is certain he has cut several valuable store-ships out of our 
convoys. There is an Austrian loading with iren, I petceive, 
in the harbor ; probably he is waiting for her to fill up, and 
finds it easier to watch her at an anchor, than by lying 
outside." 

" You naval geTitlemcn have ways knoivn oiJy to youiselves ; 
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all this may be so, but it seems an enigma to me. H»t« 
yon any other proofe of your own characler, Signer Tenente, 
tlian the commission you have shown me 1 for Sir Smocs, as I 
have been taught to call the commander of the lugger, haa one 
too, that haa an air of as much authenticity as this you have 
shown ; and he wears quite as EDglish-looking a unifoim; how 
am I to judge between you J" 

" That difficulty has been foreseen, Signer Viee-govematore, 
and I come well provided with the necessary proofe. I handed 
you my commission, as tbat is a document, which, if wanting, 
might throw a distrust on all other proofe. But, here is a com- 
munication from yom' superior at Florence, recommending us to 
the kindness of the authorities of all the Tuscan porte, which 
you will readily undeifltaiid. Capttdn Cuffe has furnished me 
with other proofe, which you can look over at your leisure." 

Andrea BarroliJdi now set about a cautious and deliberate 
examination of the papers shown him. ITiey proved to be ' 
of a nature to remove every doubt ; and it was not p<issible to 
distrust the party that presented them. This was a gi'eat deal 
towards convicting the Signor Smees of imposition, though 
both the vice-governatore and the podesti were of opinion 
that Captain Cuffe might yet be mistaken as to the identity of 
the lugger. 

" It ia mipossible, Signori,'' answered tlie heutenant ; " we 
know every English ciiiiser in these seas, by name and descrip- 
tion at least, and most of tiiem by sight This is none ; and 
everything about her, particularly her saihng, betrays her re&l 
name. We hear there is a man in her who once belonged to. 
our own ship, a certain Ithuel Bolt — " 

"Cospetto!" exclaimed the podesta — "Then we must set 
down this Sir Smees, after all, for an arrant rogue ; for this is 
the very man we met at Benedetta's the past night An Ame- 
ricano, Signor Tenente, is he not !" 

" Why, the fellow pretends to be some such thing," answered 
the young man, coloring, for he was loath to confess the wrong 
that had been done the deserter ; " but half the British seamen 
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M» fells in ivith nowadays call themselves Amerioans, in order 
to escape serving his Majesty. I rather think this rascal is a 
Cornish or a I>evonsliire man ; he has the twang and the nasal 
sing-song of that part of the island. If an Ameiiean, however, 
■we have a hetter right to him than the French ; speaking our 
language, and being descended from a common ancestry, and 
having a common character, it is quit* unnatural for an Ameii- 
can to serve any but the English." 

"I did not know that, vice-governatore ! — I thought the 
American! a very inferior sort of people to ua Europeans, gene- 
rally; and that they could scarcely claim to be our equals in 

" You are quite right, Signor Podesta," said the lieutenant, 
briskly ; " they are all you think them ; and any one can see 
that at a glance. Degenerate Englishmen, we call them in the 
service." 

'■And yet you take tliem occasionally, Signor Tenente; 
and, as I understand from this Ithuello, frequently contrary 
to tJieir wishes, and by force," drily observed Andrea Bar- 
rofaldi. 

" How can we help it, Signore ; the king has a right to and 
he has need of the services of all his own seamen ; and, in tho 
hurry of impressing, we sometimes make a mistake. Then, 
these Yankees are so hke our own people, that I would defy the 
devil himself to tell them apart" 

The vice-goveni store thought there was something contradic- 
tory in all this, and he subsequently said as much to his friend 
the podesta ; but the matter went no further at the moment, 
most probably because he ascertained that the young hentenant 
was only using what might be termed a naljonal argument ; 
the English government constantly protesting that it was impos- 
sible to distinguish one people from the other, ipwad this parti- 
cular practice ; while nothing was more offensive, tortheir eyea, 
in the abstract, than to maintain any affinity in appearance or 
characteristics. 

The result of tlie discussion, notwithstanding, was to make 
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the two Italians reluctant converte to the opinion of tie English- 
man, that the lugger was the dreaded and obnoxious Feu-FoUet. 
Once convinced, however, shame, revenge, and inortilication, 
united with duty to quicken their exertions, and to render them 
milling assistants in executing the schemes of Capt^iin Cuffe, It 
was, perhap, fortunate for Raoul and his associates tltat the 
English officers had so strong a desire, as Grlflin expressed it, 
" to take the lugger alive ;" else might she have been destroyed 
where she lay, by removing a gun or two ii-om its proper 
embrasure, and planting them behind some natural ramparts 
among the rocks. The night was dark, it is ti-ue, but not so 
much so as to render a vessel indistinct at the short distance at 
which le Feu-Follot lay ; and a cannonade would have been 
abundantly certiun. 

. When all parties were of a mind as to the true cliaracter of 
the little ci-aft in the bay, a consultation was had on the details 
of the course proper to be pntsued. A window of the govern- 
ment-house that looked towards the direction of Capraya, or 
that in which the Proserpine was expected to arrive, ivas 
assigned ta GrifEu. The young man took his station at it about 
midnight, in readiness to bum the blue-lights with which he 
was provided, the instant he should discern the signals of his 
ship. The position of this window was well adapted to the 
desired object, inasmiich as tlie lights could not be seen from 
tlie town, while they were plainly open ta tlie sea. Tlie same 
was essentially true as to the signals of the fiigate, the heights 
inferpodng between her and the hoHses ; and there being a still 
greater phyaeal impossibility that anything lying in the bay 
should discover an object at sea on the northern side of the 
promontory. 

In this manner, then, did hour after hour pass away, a l^ht 
land-breeze blowing, but coining so directly into the bay as to 
induce Eaoul not to Uft his kedge. Gliita, and her uncle. Carlo 
Giuntotardi, had come off about ten ; but there were still no 
signs of movement on board the lu^er. To own the truth, 
Raoul was in no hurry to sail, for the longer his depaiture waa 
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(irotraoted the longer would he have the happiness of retaining 
tiie lovely girl oti board ; and the zephyr of the succeeding day 
would he almost certain to carry le Feu-Follet up to the iaknd- 
like promontory of Monte Argentaro, the point where stood the 
watch-towers of which Carlo was the keeper, and in one of 
which he I'esided. Under these circumstances, therefore, it is not 
surprising that the rising of the land-hreeze was overlooked, or 
st least disregarded ; and that Eaoul sat conversing with Ghita 
on deck until long past midnight, ere he allowed her to seek 
her Uttle caWn, where everything had been properly arranged 
for her reception. To own the tmth, Kaoul was so confident of 
having completely mystified all on shore, that he felt no appre- 
hensions from that quarter; and, desirous of prolonging his 
present happiness as much as possible, he had very coelly 
determined not to sail until the southerly air of the morning 
shouid come ; which, as usual, would just snffice to caiTy him well 
into the canal, when the zephyr would do the rest. Little did 
this hardy adventnrer suspect what had occuiTed on shore since . 
he quitted it ; nor was he at all aware that Tommaso Tonti was 
at watch in the harbor, ready to report the slightest indication, 
on the part of the lugger, of a wish to qnit the bay. 

But, while Raoul was so indifferent to the danger he ran, (he 
fp'.^ing was quite the reverse with Ittuel Bolt. The Proserpine 
was the bane of this man's hfe ; and he not only hated every 
stick and every timber in her, bnt every ofScer and man who 
was attached to her— the king, whose colors she wore, and the 
nation whose interest she served. An active hatred is the most 
restless of all passions ; and this feeling made Ithuel keenly 
alive to every chance which might still render the frigate 
dangerous to the lugger. He thought it probable the former 
would return in quest of her enemy ; and, expressly with a view 
to this object, when he turned in at nine, he leit orders to be 
called at two, that he might he on the alert in season. 

Ithuel was no sooner awaked when he called two trusty men, 
whom he had prepared for the purpose, entered a hght boat 
that was lying in readiness, on the off side of the lugger, and 
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pulled with muffled oars towards the eastern part of tie bay. 
When sTiffidently distant from the town to escape observation, 
he changed his course, and proceeded directly out to sea. Half 
an hour sufficed to carry the boat as far as Ithuel deemed 
necessary, leaving him about a mile from the promontory, and 
80 far to the westwai'd as to givD him a fair new of the window 
at which Griffin bad taken post 

The fiiBt occurrence out of the ordinary course of things that 
struck the American was the strong light of a lamp shining 
through an upper window of tlie government-house — not that 
at which the lieutenant was posted, but one above it— and which 
had been placed there expressly as an indication to the frigate, 
that Griffin had ariived, and was actively on duty. It was now 
two o'clock, or an hour or two before the appearance of Hght, 
and the breeze off the adjoining continent was sufEciently strong 
to force a good saihng vessel, whose canvas had been thickened 
by the damps of night, some four kuols through the water ; and 
as Capraya was less tlian thirty miles from Porto Ferrajo, 
abuudattt time had been given to the Proserpine to gain her 
offing ; that ship ha\Tiig come from behind her cover, as &ooa 
as the sun had set, and the haze of evening settled upon the sea. 

Ithuel, usually so loquacious and gossiping in his moments 
of leisure, was silent and observant when he had anything 
serious on hand. His eye was still on the window in which the 
lamp wa» visible, the pure olive oil tiat was burning in it 
throwing out a clear, strong ilame ; when suddenly a blue-Ught 
flashed beneath the place, and he got a momentary ghmpse of 
file body of the man who held it, as he leaned forward from 
another window. ITio motion which now turned his head sea- 
waid was instinctive ; it was just in time to let Mm delect a 
light descending apparently into the water hke a falling stai' ; 
but which, in fitct, was merely a signal lantern trf the Proserpine 
coming rapidly down from the end of her gaff. 

" Ah ! d n you," said Ithuel, grating his teeth, and shak- 
ing his fist in the direction of the spot where this transient 
gleam of brightness had diaappeared — " I know you, and your 
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old tricks, with your tanteraa and nigbt-aignals. Here goes the 

As he 8!ud this, he touched a rocket, of which he had sevei'al 
in the boat, witJi the lighted end of tlie cigar he had been 
STnoking, and it went hiasing up into the air, ascending so high 
as to be plainly visible from the dock of le Feu-Fullet before it 
exploded. Griffin saw this signal with wonSer; the frigate 
noted it with embarrassment, for it was for to seaward of the 
lamp ; and oven 'Maso conceived it necessary to quit his station, 
in order to report the circumstance to the colonel, whom he was 
to call in the event of any unusual occurrence. The common 
impression, however, among all these parties was, that a second 
cruiser had come through the canal, from the southward, in the 
course of the night, and that she wished to notify the Proserpine 
of her position, probably expecting to meet that ship off the 
island. 

On board le Feu-Follet the effect was different The land- 
breeze of Italy is a side-wind to vessels quitting the bay of 
Porto Ferrajo ; and two minutes after the rocket exploded, the 
lugger was gliding almost impei'ceptibly, and yet at the rate of 
a knot or two, under her ji^fer and jib, towards the outer side 
of tie port, or along the very buildings past which she had 
brushed tiie previous day. This movement was made at the 
' ritdcal instant when 'Maso was off his watch ; and the ordinary 
sentinels of the worlis Iiad other duties to attend to. So light 
was this httle vessel that a breath of air set her in motion, and 
nothing was easier than to get three or four knots out of her in 
smooth water, especially when she opened the comparatively 
vast foSds of her two principal lugs. This she did when dose 
under the citadel, or out of sight of the town, the sentinels above 
hearing the flaps of her canvas, without exactly understanding 
whence they came. At this instant Ithuel let off a second 
rocket, and the lugger showed a light on her starboard bow, so 
concealed, however, on all sides but one, as to be visible only in 
tlte direction of tie boat As this was done, she put her helm 
hard down, and hauled her fore-sheet over Rat to windward. 
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Five mimites later, Ithuel bad readied her deck, and the boat 
was hauled in as if it had been inflated silk. Deceived by the 
second rocket, the Proseipina now made her number with 
regular signal lanterns, witb the intention of obtaining that of 
the stranger, trusting that tLe promontory would conceal it 
from the vessels in the bay. This told Eaoul the precise posi- 
tion of his enemy, aad he was not sorry tu see that he was 
aheady to the westward of her ; a liict that permitted him to 
shp round the island again, so near in as to be completely con- 
cealed by the back-ground of cbffe. By the aid of an excellent 
njghtrglass, too, he was enabled to see the frigate, distant about 
a league, under everything that would draw, from her royals 
down, standing towards the mouth of the bay on the larboard 
tack ; having made her calculations so accurately as to drop into 
windward -of her port, with the customaiy breeze off the land. 
At this sight Raoui laughed, and ordered the mainsail taJten in. 
Half an liour later, he directed tbe foresail to be bridled; 
brought his jigger-sheet in flat, put his helm hard down, and 
hauled the jib^heet to windward. 

As this last order was executed, day was just breaking over 
the mountfuns of Radicofani and Aquapendente. By tiiis time 
le Feu-Follet lay about a league to the westward of the promon- 
tory, and abreast of the deep bay tliat has been already men- 
tioned as being in that direction irom the town. Of course she 
was far beyond the danger of missiles from the land. The night 
wind, however, had now Med, and there was every appearance 
that the raoniing would be calm. In tliis there was nothing 
extraordinary, at that season ; the winds which prev^led from 
the south being usually short and light, unless accompanied by 
a gust. Just as the sun appeared, the south iur came, it is 
true, but so lightly as to render it barely possible to keep the 
little lugger in coromand, by heaving-to with her head to the 
south-west. 

The Proserpine stood in until the day had advanced fer 
enough to enable her look-outs to detect le Feu-FoUet bravmg 
her, as it might be, in the western boai'd, at tie distance of about 
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a league and a h\\(, under her jib and jigger, as described. 
Thia sight produced a great conunotiou ia the ship, even the 
watch below "tumbling up," to get another sight of a craft 
so renowned for evading the pursuit of all the English cruisere of 
those seM. A few minutes later Griffin came off, chopfallen 
and disappointed. His first glance at the countenance of hia 
superior, announced a coming storm ; for the commander of a 
vessel of war is no more apt to be I'easonable, under disappoint- 
ment, than any other potentate. Capt^n Cuffo had not seen 
fit to w£ut for his subordinal* on deck ; but as soon as it 
was ascertained that he was coming otF in a shore-boat, he 
retired to his cabin, leaving orders with the first lieutenant, 
whose name was Wuichester, to send Mr. Griffin below the 
instant he reported himself. 

" Well, sir," commenced Cuffe, as soon as his heufenant came 
into the after-cabm, without offering him a seaf^— " here vie are ; 
and out yonder, two or three leagues at sea, is the d d Few- 
Folly !" for so most of the seamen of the English service pro- 
nounced " Feu-Follei" 

" I beg your pardon, Captain Cuffe," answered Griffin, who 
found himself compelled to appear a deUnquent, whatever might 
be the injustice of the situation ; " it could not be helped. We 
got in, in proper time; and I went to work with tlie deputy- 
governor, and an old chap of a magistrate who was with him, 
as soon as I could get up to the house of the first. Yvard ha<l 
been beforehand with me : and I had to under-run about 
a hundred of his lying yams before \ could even entor the end 
of an idea of my own — " 

" You speak Itahan, sir, hke a Neapolitan bom ; and I 
depended on your doing everything as it should have been." 

" Not so much hke a Neapolitan, I hope, Captam Cuffe, as 
like a Tuscan or a Roman," returned Griffin, biting his lip. 
" Aitor an hour of pretty hard and lawyer-Uke work, and over- 
hauling all the documents, I did succeed in convincing the two 
Mban gentry of my own character, and of that of the lugger I? 

"And while you were playing advocate, Master Raoul Yvard 
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cooEy lifted his anchor, and walked out of the bay, as if he were 
just Btepping into his garden to pick a nosegay for his sweet- 
heart !" 

" No, air, nothing of the sort happened. As soon as I had 
satisfied the Signer Barrofeldi, t!ie vice-govematore — " 

" Voechy-govem-the-tory.— D — — n all veechys, andd n 

all the govematorys, too ; do speak English, Giiffin, on board 
an English ship, if you please, even should your Italian happen 
to be Tuscan. Call the fellow vice-governor at once, if that be 
his rank," 

"Well, sir, as soon as I had satisfied the vice-governor 
that the lugger was an enemy, and that we were friends, every- 
thing went smoothly enough. He wanted to sink the lugger, as 
she lay at lier anchor." 

" Aiid why the devil didn't he do it? Two or three heavy 
shot would have given her a stronger dose than she could bear," 

" You know, Capt^n Cuffe, it has all along been your wish 
fo take her alive. I thought it would tell so well for the ship, 
to have it to say she had eaiight le Feu-Foltet, that I opposed 
the project. I know Mr. "Winchester hopes to get her, as a 
reward for carrying her, himself." 

" Aye, and that would make you fitst. "Well, ar, even if you 
didn't Mnk her, it was no I'eason for letting her escape." 

" We could not prevent it. Captain Cuffe. I had a look-out 
set upon her— one of the very beat men in Porto Ferrajo, as 
everybody will tell you, sir; and I made the signals of the 
lamp and the blue-lighfs, as agreed upon ; and, the ship 
answering, I naturally thought all was as it should be, until — " 

"And who burnt the rockets off here, where we are at this 
moment ? They deceived me, for I took them to be signals of 
their presence, irom the Weasel or the Sparrow. When I saw 
those rockets. Griffin, I was just as certain of the Few-Folly as 
I am now of having my own ship !" 

"Yes, sir, those rockets did all the mischief; for, I have 
iince learned, that, as soon a3 the first one was thrown. Master 
Yvard tripped his kedge, and went out of the bay as quietly a; 
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Mie goes out of a dining-room, when he don't wish to disturb 
the company." 

"Aye, he took French leave, tie h y mm culotte,'" 

retui-ned the captain, putting himself in a better humor with 
his owtt pun. " But did you see nothing of ail this ?" 

" Tiie fet I knew of the matter, sir, was seeing the In^or 
gliding along under the I'ocks, so close in, that you might have 
jumped aboard her ; and it was too late to stop her. Before 
those lazy far nientes could have pricked and primed, he was 
out of gun-shot." 

" Lazy what ?" demanded the captain. 

" Far nienUs, sic ; which is a nickname we ^ve these siesta- 
gentiy, you know. Captain Cuffe." 

" I know nothing about it, sir ; and I'll thank you always to 
speak to me in English, Mr. Griffin. That is a language which, 
I flatter myself, I understand ; and it's quite good enough for 
aE my wants." 

" Yes, sii, and for any man's wants. I'm sure, I am son^ I 
can speak Italian, since it has led to thb mistake." 

"Poh — poh^Griffin, you mustn't lay everything to heart 
that comes wrong end foremost Dine with me to-day, and 
well talk the matter over at leisure." 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Thus terminated the setting-down, like many others that 
Captain Cuffe had resolved to give, but which usually ended in 
a return to good-nature and reason. The steward was told U) 
set a plat« for Mr. Griffin among the other guests, and then the 
commander of the frigate followed the lieutenant on declt. 
Here he found every officer in the ship, all looking at le Feu- 
FoUet with longing eyes, and most of them admiring her 
appearance, as she lay on the mirror-hke Mediterranean, with the 
two light sails mentioned, just holding her stationary. 

" A regular-built snake-in-the-grass !" growled the boatswain, 
Mr. Strand, who was taking a look at the lu^er over the 
hammock cloths of the waist, as he stood on the heel of a spare 
top-mast to do so ; "I never fell in with a scamp that had a 
more d n-my-eyes look !" 

This was said in a sort of sohloquy, for Strand was not 
exactly privileged to address a quarter-deek officer on such an 
occasion, though several stood witliin hearing, and was fiir too 
great a man to enlighten his subordinates mth his cogitations. 
It was overheard hy CufFe, however, who just at that instant 
stepped into the gangway to make an examination for himself. 

" It is a snake-o«(-of the grass, rather, Strand," observed the 
captain, for A« could apeak to whom he pleased, without 
presumption or degradation. " Had t\ip st-tyef! in port, nmv, 
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she would have been in the grass, and we might have scotched 

" Well, your honor, wc can Unglish her, as it is ; and that'll 
be quite as nat'ral, and quite as much to the purpose, as 
Scotching her, any day," answered Strand, who, being a native 
of London, had a magnificent sort of feehng towards all tie 
dependencies of the empire, and to whom the word scotch, in 
that sense, was Greek, though he well understood what it meant 
" to clap a Scotchman on a rope ;" " we are likely to have a flat 
calm all the morning, and our boats are in capital order ; and, 
then, nothing will be more agreeable to our gentlemen than a 

Strand was a grey-headed seaman, and he had seri-ed with 
Captain Cuffe when the latter was a midshipman, and had oven 
commanded the top, of which the* present boatswain had been 
the captain. He knew the " cut of the captain's jib " better 
than any other man in the Proserpina, and often succeeded with 
his su^esdons, when Wincheater and the other lieutenants 
failed. Hia superior now turned round, and looked him 
infen% in tie face, as if struck with the notion the other thus 
indirectly laid before him. This movement was noted; and, at 
a sign secretly ^ven by Winchester, the whole crew gave three 
hearty cheers ; Strand leading off, as soon as he caught the 
idea. This was the only manner in which the crew of a man- 
of-war can express their wishes to their commander ; it being 
always tolerated, in a navy, to hurrah, by way of showing the 
courage of a ship's company. Cuffe walked aft, in a thoughtful 
manner, and descended to his cabin agiun ; but a servant soon 
came up, to say that the captain desired to see the first 
lieutenant 

"I do not half hke this boat-service in open day-light, 
Winchester," observed the senior, beckoning to the other to take 
a chair. " The least bungling ipay spoil it all ; and then it's 
ten to one but your ship goes half-njanned for a twelvenionth, 
until you are driven to pressing froK| colliers and neutralg." 

"put i^e hope, air, there'll he no bungling in anything that 
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• the Proserpine undertakes. Nine times iti ten, an Englisl: man- 
of-war succeeds, when she makes a bold dash in boats t^mnst 
one of these picaroons. This lugger is so bw in the water, too, 
that it will be like stepping from one cutter into another to get 
upon her decks ; and then, sir, I suppose, you don't doubt what 
Englishmen will do V 

" Aye, "Winchester, once on her deck, I make no doubt you'd 
carry her ; but it may not be so easy as yon imagine, to get 
on her deck. Of all dnty to a captain, this of sending oif boats 
is the most unpli^ant. He cannot go in person, and if any- 
thing unfortunate turns up, lie never foigiyea himself. Now, 
it's a very different thing witli a fight in which all share ahke ; 
and the good or evil comes equally on all hands." 

" Quite true, Captain Cuffe ; Mid yet tins is the only chance 
fiat tile lieutenants have for getting ahead a liyle, out of the 
regidar course. I have ieard, sir, that you were made com- 
mander fot cutting out some coasters in tlie beginning of 
the war," 

" You have not been misinformed ; and a devil of a risk we 
all ran. Luck saved us — and that was all. One more fire from 
a ciiised cannonade would have given a Flemish account of the 
wiole party ; for, once get a httle under, and you suffer like 
gMne in a balleau." Captain Cuffe wished to say hattue ; bnt 
despising foreign languages, he gferieraliy made sad work with 
them, whenever he did condescend fo resort to their terms, 
however femiliar, " This Rabu] Yvard is a devil incarnate, 
himself, at this boarding work ; and is said to have taken off 
the head of a mast«r's mate of the Thesens with one clip of his 
sword, when he retook that ship's piize, in the affair of last 
winter — that which happened off Alicant!" 

" ni warrant you, sir, the master's mate was some slender- 
necked chap, that might better have been at home, craning at 
tiie girls, as they come out of a chnrch-door. 1 should like to 
■e6' Raout Tvard, or any Frenchman who was ever bom, take 
(Mmy head at a single clip !" 

" Well, Winchester, to be frank with you, I should not. You 
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are a good first ; and that is an office in wiiicli a man usually 
wants all the head he has ; and I'm not at a!l certMn you have 
any to spare. I wonder if one could no,t hire a felucca, or 
something larger than a hoat, in thia pliice, \yy jneans of which 
we could play a trick upon thia fellow, and effect our purpose 
quite as well as by going up to him in our open boats, b\ill-dog 
tashion?" 

"No question of it at all, sir; Griffin says there are a dozen 
feluccas in port here, all afraid to budge an inch, in consequence 
of this chap's being in the ofBng. Now one'^f these trying to 
sbp along shore might just servo as a bait for him, and then he 
would he famously hoohed." 

" I think I have it, Winchester. Yoti understand ; we have 
not yet i>een seen to communicate with the town ; and luckily, 
our French colors have been flying all the moniing. Out head, 
too, is in-shore ; and we shall drift so far to the eastward, ia a 
few minutes, as will shut in our hull, ^f not our upper sails, from 
the lugger, where she now lies. As soon as this is done, you 
shall be off, with forty picked men, for the shore. Eiigage a 
felucca, and come out, stealing along the rocks, as close as you 
can, as if distrusting usr In due time, we will chase you in the 
boats ; and then you must make for the lugger for protection, 
as fest as you can, when, betwixt the two, I'll answer for it, you 
get this Master Yvard, by fiiir means or foul." 

Winchester was dehghted with the scheme ; and in less than 
five fiiinutes, orders were issued for the men to be detailed and 
armed. Then a conference was held, as to all the minor 
arrangements ; when, the ship having become shut in from the 
lugger by the promontory, as expected, the boats departed. 
Half an hour later, or just as the Proserpine, after wearing, had 
got near the point whore the lugger would be again open, the 
boats returned, and were run up. Presently the two vessels 
were again in sight of each other, everything on board of each 
rpnaining apparently m statu quo. Thus far, certwnly, the 
Aratagem had been adroitly managed. To add to it, the 
batteries now fired ten or twelve guns at the fi'igale, taking very 
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good care not to hit her; which the Proserpiae returned, under 
the French ensign, having used the still greater precaution of 
drawing the shot. All this was done by an arrangement 
between Winchester and Andrea Barrofaldi, and with the sole 
view to induce Raoul Yvard to fancy tliat he was still behoved 
to be an Englishman by the worthy vice-govematore, while the 
ship in the offlng was taken for an enemy. A light air from 
the southward, which lasted from eight to nine o'clock, allowed 
the fiigate to get somewhat more of an oiSng the while, placing 
her seemingly beyond the reach of danger. 

During the prevalence of the light air mentioned, Raoul 
Yvard did not see fit to stir tack or sheet, as it is termed, 
among seamen. Le Feu-FoUet remained so stationary, that, 
had she been set by compass from any station on the shore, her 
direction wonld not have varied a degree the whole time. But 
this hour of comparative breeze siifflced to enable Winchester to 
get out of the harbor with la Divina Proridenza, the felucca he 
had hired, and to round the promontor}', under the seeming 
protection of the guns by which it was crowned ; coming in 
view of the lu^er precisely as the latter relieved her man at the 
helm for ten o'clock. Tliere were eight or nine men visible on 
the felucca's deck, ail dressed in the guiss of Italians, with caps 
and striped shiris of cotton. Thirty-five men were concealed in 
the hold. 

Thus far everything was favorable to the wishes of Capt^n 
Ouffe and his followers. The frigate was about a league from 
die lugger, and half that distance from la Divina Providenza; 
the latter had got fairly to sea, and was slowly coming to a 
situation from which it might seem reasonable, and a matter of 
course, for the Proserpine to send boats in chase; while the 
manner in which she gradually drew nearer to the lugger was 
not such as to excite distrust, or to appear in the least designed. 
The wind, too, had got to be so light as to iavor the whole 
scheme. 

It is not to be supposed that Raoul Yvard and his followers, 
ivpre uncil)scn"ant of what was passing. It is tine, that. the 
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latter wilfully protracted his departui'e, under t]ie pretence that 
it was safer to have his enemy in sight during the day, knowing 
how easy it would he to elude him in the dai'k ; but, ui reality, 
_^at he might prolong tlie pleasure of , hating Ghita on hoard; 
and it is also trne, that Le had passed a delightful horn-, that 
morning, in the cabin ; but, then, his understanding eye noted 
the minutest fact that occurred, and his orders were always 
ready to meet any emejgency that might arise. Very diffei'ent 
was the case witJi Ithuel. llie Proserpine was his bane ; and, 
even while eating liis breakfast, which he took on the heel of 
the bowsprit, expressly willi that intent, his eye was seldom a 
mimite off the frigate, unless it was for the short period she was 
shut in by the land. It was impossible for any one in the luggei 
to say whether her chai'aeter was or was not known in Porto 
Ferrajo ; but the circumstance of the blue-lights burnt in the 
gOTemment-house itself, and witnessed by Ithuel, rendei'ed the 
ktter, to say the least, probable, and induced more caution than 
might othemise have been shown. Still, there was no reason 
to suspect the character of the felucca; and the confident 
manner in which she came down towards the lugger, though 
considerably in-shore of her, gave reason to believe that she, al 
least, was ignorant that le Feu-FoUet was an enemy. 

" That felucca fs the ci-aft which lay near the landing." quietly 
observed liaoul, who had now come on the forecastle with a view 
to converse with Ithuel ; "her name is !a Divina Providenza; 
she is given to smuggling between Leghorn and Corsica, and is 
probably bound to the lattei- at this moment It is a bold step, 
too, to stand directly for her port under such circumstances !" 

"Leghorn is a free port," returned Ithuel ; "and smuggling 
is not needed." 

" Aye, free as to friends, hut not free to come and go, between 
enemies. No port is free, in that sense; it being treason for a 
craft to communicate with the foe, miless she happen to be le 
Feu-FoUet," ol»erved Eaoul, laughing; "we are privileged, 

" Corsica or Capraya, she'll reach neither to-day, unless she 
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find more wind. I do not understand why the man has smled 
with no more air than will serve to blow out a pocket-hand- 
kerchief." 

"These little fcluccas, like our little lu^er, slip along even 
when there seems to be no ivind at all. Then, he may be hounf 
to Bastia; in which case he is wise in gettii^ an offing before 
the zephyr seta in for the afternoon. Let him get a league or 
two out hefe, more to the northwest, and he can make a straight 
wake to Bastia, after his siesta is over." 

"Aye, there go those greedy Englislimen a'ter him!" sad 
Ithuel; "it's as I expected; let 'em see the chance of making a 
guinea, and they'll strive for it, though it be ag'ip law or ag'in 
natur'. Now, what have they to do with a Neapohtan felucca, 
England being a sworn friend of Naples T' 

Eaoul made no reply to this, but stood watching the move- 
ment in silence. The I'eader will readily enough understand 
that Ithuel's remark was elicited by the appearance of the boats, 
whidi, five in number, at that instant pulled ofl' frem the frigate's 
side, and proceeded steadily towards the felucca. 

It may be necessaiy now to mention the relative positions of 
the partiea, the hour, and the precise state of the weather, with 
a view to give the reader clear ideas of the events that succeeded. 
Le Feu-Follet had not materially changed her place, since her 
jib-aheet was first hauled over. She still lay about a league, a 
little north-of-west, from the residence of Andrea Barrofaldi, 
and in plain view of it; a deep bay being south of her, and 
abeam. No alterations had been made in her canvas or her 
helm ; most of the first being still in the brails, and the latter 
down. As the head of the frigate had been kept to the west- 
ward for the last hour, she had forged some distance in that 
direction, and was now quite as near the lugger as was the 
premoatory, though near two miles off' the land. Her courses 
were hauled op, on account of the lightne^ of tlie tur; but all 
her upper^sailfl stood, and were carefully watched and trimmed, 
in order to make the most of the cats'-paws, or rather of the 
breathings of the atmosphere, which oecaaionsdly cnused tiio 
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royals to swell outwai'd. On the whok, slie might be drawing 
nesrer to the higg^r at the rate of about a knot in an honr. 
La Divina ]'rovidenza was just out of gun-shot from the Kgate, 
and about a mile from the lugger, wheu the boats shoved off 
fi-om the former, though quite near the land, just opening the 
bay so often named. Tlie boats, of course, were pulling in s 
straight line from the vessel they had just left, towards that of 
which they were in pursuit. 

As to the time, the day had advanced as fiir as eleven, whidi 
K a portion of the twenty-four hours when the Mediterranean, 
in the summer months, is apt to be as smooth as a mirror, and 
as calm as if it never knew a tempest. Throughout the morning, 
there had been some irregularity in the currents of m ; the 
southerly breeze, generally light, and frequently fiekle, having 
been even more light and baffling than common. Still, as has 
been seen, there was snfficiont iwr to force a vessel through the 
water ; and, had Haoul been as diligent as the people of lie 
two other craft, he might, at that moment, have been off the 
^vesfern end of tlie island, and far out of harm's way. As it was, 
oe had continued watching the result, but peiiuitting all the 
other parties gradually to approach him. 

It must be allowed that the ruse of the tblucca was well 
phumed ; and it now seemed about to be admirably executed. 
Had it not been for Ifhuel's very positive knowledge of the 
ship — his entire certdnty of her being his old prison, as he 
bitterly called her, it is not improbable that the lugger's crew 
might have been the dupe of so much well acted ingenuity ; and 
as it was, opinions were greatly dirided, Kaoul himself being 
more than half disposed to fancy tliat his American ally, for once, 
was wrong, and that the ship in sight was actually what she 
professed to he— a cruiser of the republic. 

Both Winchester, who was in la Pivina Providenza, and 
Griffin who commanded the boats, played their parts in perfec- 
tion. They understood too well the character of the wily and 
practised foe with.whoni they had to deal, to neglect the smallest 
of the det^ls of their well concerted plan. Instead of heading 
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towards the iuggert as eom aa the chase comiuenced, tue felucca 
appeared disposed to enter the bay, and to find an anchorage 
under the protection of a small battery that had been planted, 
for tbis express purpose, near its head, Hut the distance wai 
so great as obviously to render such aa exijeriment bootless , 
and, after looking in that direction a few minutes, the head of la 
Divina Providenza was laid off shore, and she made every 
possible effort to put herself under the cover of the lugger. All 
this was done in plain riew of Kaoul, whose glass was constantly 
at his eye, and who studied the smallest movement with jealous 
dbtruat. Winchester, fortunately for his purpose, was a dark- 
complexioned man, of moderate stature, and with bushy whiskers^ 
snch as a man-of-war's-man is apt to cultivate, on a long cruise ; 
and, in his red Pliry^an cap, striped shirt, and white cotton 
Irowsers, he looked the ItaUan as well as conld bavo been 
desired. The men in sight, too, had been selected for their 
appearance, several of them being actually foreigners, bom on 
the shores of the Mediterranean ; it being seldom, indeed, that 
the crew of an English, or an American vessel of war, does not 
^ord a representation of half the maritime nations of tbe earth. 
These men exhibited a proper degree of confusion and alarm, 
too ; running to and fro, as soon as the cb^e became lively ; 
exerting theraaelves, but doing it without order and concert. 
At length tbe wind feiling almost entirely, tbej got out 
two sweeps and began to pull lustily; the real as well as 
the appartiit desire being to get as near as possible to the 
lugger 

Peste ^ exLlaimed Kaou! ; " all this seems right — what if 
the frigate should be French, after all. These men in the boats 
look like my brave compatriotes !" 

" They are regular John Bulls," answered Ithuel, positively, 
" and the ship is tbe spiteful Proserpyne," for so the New Hamp- 
shire man always called bis old prison. " As for them French 
hata, and the way they have of rowing, they act it all for a take- 
in. Just let a sis-pound shot in among 'em, and see how they'll 
throw off their French aire, and take to their English schooling." 
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"Til not dj that, for me might injure a friend. What are 
those fellows in the fekicca about, now !" 

" Why, they've got a small gun — yea, it's a twelve-pound 
eaiTonade, under tlie tarpaulin, for'ratd of their foremast, and 
they're clearin' it away foi' sarvice. We shall have something 
doin' 'fore the end of the week !" 

" Bien — it is as yon say;— and, voilft, they train the piece on 
the boats !" 

As this was said, the felucca was half concealed in smoke. 
Then came the discharge of the gun. Tlie shot was seen skip- 
ping along the water, at a safe distance from the loading boat, 
certainly, and yet sufficiently near to make it pass for indifferejit 
gunneiy. This leading boat was the Proserpine's launch, which 
can'ied a similar caiTonade on its grating, forward, and not half 
a minute was suffered to pass, before the fire was returned. So 
steady were the men, and so nicely were all pai'ta of this plot 
calculated, that the shot came whistling through tlie air in ii 
direct line for the felucca, striking its mainyard about half-way 
between tlie mast and the peak of the sail, letting the fonner 
down by the mn. 

" Human natur' I" ejaculated lUiuel — " this is acting up 
to the conti'act, dollai's and cents ! Captain Eule, they shoot 
better in sport than when they're in downright sumesL" 

" This looks hke real work," answered Raoul. " A man doss 
not oilen shoot away the mainyard of liis friend on purpose." 

As soon as the crews of the boats saw the end of the yard 
come down, they ceased roiring, and gave tiu'ee hearty cheers, 
taking the signal from Griffin, who stood erect in the stem of 
the launch, to give it. 

" Bah !"^ried Raoul — " these are Enghsh John Bulb, with- 
out a shadow of doubt. Who ever knew the men of the 
republic shout like so many Italian fantoccini, pulled by wires ! 
Ah 1 Messieurs lea Anglais, you have betrayed your secret by 
your infernal tliroats ; nost look to hear m teil ihc remainder of 
the story." 

Ithuol mbbed his Icitid- ^Itli d'ilight, ll^>l■fectly siitislie.i thai 
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Eaoul could no longer be deceived, though the fire between the 
felucca and tlie launch was kept op with spirit, the stootdng 
being such ns might have done credit to a bond fide conflict. 
All this time the sweeps of he felucca were plied, the boats 
advancing at least two feet to tbe chase's one. La Divina 
Providonza might now bave been three hundred yards from the 
lugger : and the launch, the nearest of the pursuers, about the 
same distance astern of the felucca. Ten minutes more would 
ccrtMuly bring tbe seeming combatants alongside of each other. 

Raoul ordered the sweeps of !e Feu-Follet to be riin out and 
manned, At the same time, her guns, twelve-pound earronades, 
were cast loose, and primed. Of these she had four of a side, 
while the two sixes on her forecastle were prepared for similar 
service. "When everything was ready, the twelve sweeps drop- 
ped into the water, as by a common instinct, and a powerful 
effort started the lugger ahead; Her jib and jigger were both 
brailed at that instant A single minute sufficed to teach Win- 
chester how hopeless pursuit would be in the felucca, if not in 
the boats themselves, should the lu^er endeavor to escape in 
this manner ; it being quite practicable for her strong crew to 
force her through the water, by meaij^ of her sweeps alone, 
from three to three and a balf knots in the hour. But flight 
did not appear to be her object; for her head was laid towards 
la Divina Pi'ovidenza, as if, deceived by the artifice of the 
English, she intended to prevent the capture of the felucca, and 
to cover a Mend. 

Kaoul, however, understood himself far better than this suppo- 
sition would give reason to suppose. He swept the lu^er up 
in a line with la Divina Providenza and the boats, in the first 
place, as tbe position in which she would be the Ic ast likely to suffer 
from the fire of the latter ; well knowing that whatever shot 
were thrown, were purposely sent so high as to do no mischief; 
and in the second place, Uiat he might bring his enemies in a 
single range from his own guns. In the meanwhile, the felucca 
and the boats not only continued to use their earronades, but 
they commenced on both sides a brisk fire of musketry ; the 
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former being now dislant only a hundred yards from le Feu- 
Pollet, exceedingly hard pressed by hei ad^ersarieB, so fer as 
appearances were concerned. There being no wind at all, at 
this juncture, the little there had been having bwn entirely 
killed by the concussions of the guns, the sea was getting 
to be tast covered with smoke ; the felucca, in particular, show- 
ing more than eonamon of the wreathy canopy over her tjecls 
and about her spars ; for in truth, powder was burnt in c<flisider- 
able quantities, in different parts of the vessel, with this express 
object . Ithuel observed, loo, that in the midst of this confu- 
sion and cloud, the crew of la Divina. Providenza was 
increasing in numbers,. Instead of diminishing; hy the combat, 
four sweeps next being out^ each manned by three men, while 
near twenty more were shortly visible, runwng to and fro, and 
shouting to each other in a language that was intended to be 
Itohan, but which sounded much more, in his practised ears, 
like bastard English. The felluca was not fifty yards distant, 
when this clamor became the loudest ; and the crisis was near. 
The cheers of the boats on the other side of her procliumed the 
quick approach of GrifBn and his party " the bows of la Divina 
Providenza having been laid, in a speaes of blind haste, directly in 
a line which would carry her athwartrhawse of le Feu-Follet. 
"Mes en/ans," — shouted Eaonl — "sojnw co^me*— Fire 1" 
The whole of tiie five guns, loaded heavily with canister, 
were dischai^d into the smoke of la Divina Providenza. The 
shrieks that succeeded, suffidently proclaimed with what effect 
A pause of solemn, wondering silence followed, on the part of 
the English ; and then arose a manly shout, as if, pepared for 
every contingency, they were resolved to brave the worst The 
boats were next seen coming round the bows and stem of the 
felucca, dashii^ earnestly at their real enemy, while their two 
oarronades returned the fire, this time loaded and aimed with 
deadly intent. But it was too late for siiccess. As Griffin in 
the htunch came out of la Divina Providenia's smoke, he saw 
the lugger's smIs all opened, and tilled with tlie dying effort of 
the southerly air. So lights however, was le Feu-Fo!!et, tJiat 
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a duck could hardly Lave sailed away more readily from 
the fowler, than this little craft shot ahead, clearing the 
smoke, and leaving her pnrsuers an additional himdred yards 
behind her. As the air seemed likely to stand long enough to 
place his party in estreme jeopardy, under the fire of the French, 
Winchester promptly ordered the boats to relinquish the pursuit, 
and fo rally round the felucca. This command was reluctantly 
obeyed, when a moment was given to both aides for deliberation, 

Le Feu-Follet had sustMued no injuty worth mentioning ; but 
the English had not less than a dozen men slain or hurt 
Among the latter was Winchester himself; and as he saw that 
any success which followed would fell principally to the share of 
liis subordinate, his wound greatly indisposed him to pursue 
any fitrther a struggle that was nearly hopeless as it was. Not 
BO with Raoul Yvard, however. Perceiving that the frigate had 
taken the breeze as well as himself and that she was steahng 
along in the direction of the combatants, he determined to 
take an ample revenge for the audacity of the attempt, and then 
proceed on his voyage. 

The lugger accordingly tacked, and passed to windward of 
the felucca, delivering a close and brisk lire as she approached. 
At first this fire was returned, hut Uie opposition soon ceased ; 
and when le Feu-Follet ranged up past her advereary, a few 
yards to windward, it was seen that the English had deserted 
her to a man, carrying off their wounded. ITie boats were pull- 
ing through the smoke, towards the bay, taking a direction 
opposite to that in which the higger's head was Isdd. It would 
have been easy for tiio French to wear, and probably to have 
overtaken the fu^tives, sinking or capturing them to a man ; 
but there was a touch of high chivalry in the character of Raoul 
Yvard, and he declared tliat as the artifice had been ingenious- 
ly planned, and daringly attempted, he would follow up his 
success no further. Perhaps the appearance of Ghita on deck, 
imploring him to be merciful, had its influence ; it is certain 
that not another shot did he allow to be fired at tJie enemy. 
Instead of pur^uirg her advantage in this manner, the lugger 
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took in her aftaissails, wore short round on her iii.et, oame to the 
wind to leeward of the felucca, shivered all forward, set her jig- 
ger again, and luffed up so near what may be called tie prize, 
that the two vessels eame t<^tlier so gently aa not to break an 
egg, aa it is tenned. A single rope secured the felucca to the lug- 
ger, and Kaoul, Ithnel, and a few more, stepjied on board the 
former. 

The decks of la Di^ina Prnvidenza were reeking with blood ; 
and grape and canister were sticking in handfuls, in different 
parts of the vessel. Three dead bodies were found in her hold, 
but nothing having life was met with on board. Tliere ivas a 
tar-bnckot filled at hand, and this was placed beneath the hatch, 
covered with all the combustible materiaU that could be laid 
hold of, aud set on fire. So active were ttie flames, at that dry 
season, that Raoul regretted he had not taken the preeantion to 
awaken them after he liad removed his own vessel ; but the 
southerly air continuing, he was enabled to get to a safe distance 
before they actually ascende<l the felucca's rigging, and seized 
upon her sails. 

Ten minutes were thus lost, and tliey bad sufficed to carry 
the boats out of gunshot, in shore, and to bring the frigate 
very nearly down within gunshot fi'om tlie south-east But, 
hauhng aft all his sheets, liaoul soon took the lu^er clear of 
her fianiing prize ; and then she stwod towmls the west end of 
Elba, going, as usual, in so light an sir, three feet to the frigate's 
two. The hour, however, was not fjivorablo to the continuance 
of the breeze, and in ten more minutes it would have ]>uzzled 
the keenest senses to have detected the slightest current of air 
over die surface of tlie sea. Such flickerings of the lamp before 
it burnt entirely out, were common, and Raoul felt certain that 
thei« would benomow wind that day, until they got the zephyr. 
Accordingly, he directed all the sails to be hauled up, an awn- 
ing to be spread o\er the quarter-deck, and permi^ion was g^ven 
to the people to attend to their own at^cs. ITie frigate, too, 
seemed to be aware that it wai the moment for the siesta of 
vessels as well as of men ; for she clewed up her royals and 
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toivgallant-sails. brailed her jib and spanker, hauled ufi her 
coTirses, and lay on the water as motionless as if sticking on a 
sjical. Tlie two vesseb wei'e barely long gunshot apart, 
and, under ordinaiy circumstances, the large* might have seen 
fit to attack the smaller in boats ; but the lesson just given was 
n suffident pledge to tho French againat the renewal of any 
such attempt, and they scarcely paid their neighbor's prowess 
the compliment to watch him. Half an hour later, when 
Winchester got back to the ship, limping with a hurt in his leg 
and with his people exhausted and mortified, it was found that 
tlie undertaking had cost tho liv^ of seven good men, besides 
the temporary suspension of the services of fifteen more. 

Captain Cuffo was' aware that his enterprise had fiuled, as 
soon as he perceived the lug^r under her canvas, playing 
aro'md tlie felucca, and the boats held in perfeet command. 
But, when he dweovered the latter pulling for the shore, he was 
certain that tliey must have suffered, and he was prepared to 
learn a serious loss, though not one that bore so large a propor- 
tion to the whole numbers of the party sent on the expedition. 
Winchester ho considerately dechned questioning while his 
wound was being dressed ; but Griffin was summoned to his 
cabin, as soon as the boats were hoisted in and stowed. 

" Weil, Mr. Griffin, a d d pretty scrape is this into 

which you have led me, among you, with your wish to go boat- 
ing about after luggers and Eaoul Yvards ! What will the 
admiral ia>, when he comes to hear of twenty-two men's being 
liud on the shelt, and a felucca to be paid for, as a morning's 
amusement t ' 

" Really, Oaptam CufFe, we did our best ; but a man might 
as well ha\e attempted to put out Vesuvius with snow-balls as 
to stand the cinister of that mfemal lugger ! I don't think 
thertj was a square yard m the felucca that was not peppered. 
Tlie men nei er behai ed betkr , and down to the moment when 
we last cheered, I was as sure of le Feu-Follet as I ever was of 
my own promotion." 

"Aje, they needn't call her le Few-Folly any longer — the 
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Great-Folly being a better name. Wbat the devil did you 
cheer for at all, sir i i^id you ever know a Frenchman cheer in 
yoiiP life ? That very cheering was the cause of your being 
found out before you had time to dose. You should have 
shouted vine la rtpuhlique, as all tlieir craft do when we engage 
(hem. A regular English hurrah would spht a Frenchman's 
throat." 

" I believe we did make a mistake there, sir ; but I never 
was in an action in which we did not cheer ; and when it got 
to be warm — or to teem warm— I foigot myself a little. But 
we should have had her, sir, for all that, had it not been for one 

" And what is that, pray 1 You know, GrifBn, I must have 
something plausible to tell the admiral; it will never do to 
liave it published in the gazette that we were thrashed by our 
own hallooing." 

" I was about to say. Captain Cuffe, that had not the lunger 
fired her first broadside just as she did, and had she given us 
time to get out of the range of her shot, we should have come 
in upon her before she could have loaded again, and carried her, 
in spite of the breeze that so much lavored her. Our havinc 
three men hurt in the launch made some difference, too, and 
set as many oars catching crabs, at a most critical instant. 
Everything depends on chance in these mattere, you know, sir, 
and that was our bad hick." 

" Umph ! It will never do to tell Xelson that, ' Everything 
was going well, my lord, until three of the launch's people went 
to work catching crabs with their oai^s, which threw the boat 
a-stem.' No, no, that will never do for agazette. Let me see, 
Griffin ; after all, the lugger made oft" from you ; you would 
liave had her had she not made ssul, and stood to the southward 
and westward on a bowline." 

" Yes, sir, she certainly did tliai. Had she not made sail 
as you say, nothing could liave prevented our getting alongside." 

" Well, then, she ran. Wind sprung up, enemy made sail — 
cveiT attempt to get alongside unsuccessful. Brave fellows, cheer 
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ing aiid doing their utmost. Not so bad an account, after all, but, 

how about that d d felucca ? — You see, she is burned to tlie 

water's edge, and will go down in a few minutes." 

" Very tiue, Captain Cuffo, but not a Frendmian entered her 
while wo were there — " 

"Yes, I now see how it was — threw all hands iuto the boats, 
in chase, the felucca being too iiameldy, and every effort to get 
alongside unauccessfiil. He's a devil of a fellow, that Nelson 
and Bronte ; and 1 had rather hear the thunder of ten thousand 
tempests, then get one of his tempestuous letters. Well, I think 
I understand the affair now, and shall speak of you all as you 
desen-e. 'Twas a gallant thing, though it foiled. You deserved 
success, whatever may have caused you to lose it." 

In this Captain Cufle was nearer right than in anj thing eke 
ho uttered on the occasion. 
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CHAPTER X. 

8 Ihoughl sublime, lh«l ma 



The situation of Ghita Caraccioli, on board the luggm. was 
of the most unpleasant nature, during the fierce strugg.e wo 
have related. Fortunately for her, this struggle was very short, 
Eaoul liaving kept her in profound ignorance of the approach 
of any danger, until the instant le Feu-Follet commenced her 
fire. It is true she heard the guns hetween the felucca and the 
boats, but this slie had been told was an affair in which the pri- 
vateer had no participation ; and the reports sounding distant 
to one in the cabin, she had been easily deceived. While the 
act-.-.ai conflict was going ou, she was on her knees, at the side 
jf her uncle ; and the moment it ceased, she apjjeared on deck, 
and interposed to save the fugitives in themanner related. 

Now, however, the scene was entirely changed. The lu^e'r 
had escaped all damage wortliy of notice; her decks had not 
been stained with blood ; and her success had been as complete 
as could he desired. In addition to these advantages, the result 
removed all apprehension from the only source of danger that 
Uaoul thought could exist as hetween his own 'vessel and the 
frigate, of a boat-attack iu a calm ; for men who had just been 
so roughly handled in an enterprise so well concealed, would not 
be likely to renew the attempt while they stall smarted under 
the influence of the late repulse. Affairs of this sort exact all 
the discipline and resolution that a wel regulated seriiee can 
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aflfurd ; and are not to be thought of under the temporary demo- 
ralization of deteat All in the lugger, therefore, considered 
this collision with the Proserpine at an end, for the moment 
at least 

Ghita had dined, for the day had now turned some time, and the 
girl had come on deck.to escape the eonfinemout of a very small 
cabin, leaving her uncle to enjoy his customary siesta. She was 
seated under the awning of the quarter-deck, using her needle, 
as was her wont, at that hour, on the heights of Argentaro, 
Kaoul had placed himself on a gun-slide, near her, and Ithuel 
was busy within a few feet of them, dissecting a, spy-glasa, with 
a view to clean its lenses. 

"I suppose the most excellent Andrea Barmfiddi will sing a 
Te Deum for his escape itoja our fangs," suddenly exclaimed 
Kaoul, laughing. " Pardie ! he is a great hbtorian, and every 
way fit to write an account of this glorious vi ctoiy, which Mon- 
Meur I'Anglais, Id has, is about to send to Ins government 1" 

"And you, Raoul, have no occasion for a Te Deum after 
your escape ?" demanded Ghita, gently, and yet with emphasis. 
" Is there no God for you to thank, as well as for the vice-govei^ 
natore ?" 

" Peste ! — our Frencli deity is little thought of jtist now, 
Ghita- Republics, as yoU know, have no great fiiith in reli^on 
— is it not so, mon brave American ! Tell us, Etooel ; have you 
any religion in America ?" 

As Ithuel had often heard Raoul's opinions on this subject, 
and knew th6 prevailing state of France in this particular, 
he neither felt nor expressed any surprise at the question. 
Still, the idea ran counter to all his own notions and prejudices, 
he having been eaily taught to respect religion, even when 
he was moat serving the devil. In a word, Ithuel was one of 
tliose descendants of Puritanism who, "Godwai'd," as it is 
termed, was quite miexeeptionable, so for as his theory extended, 
but who, "manward," was "as the Seribfs and Pharisees." 
Nevertheless, as he expressed it himself " he always stood up for 
reE^on ;" a feet that his Enghsh eompanions had commented 
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371 in jokes; mamtainmg that he even " stood u^i" when flje rest 
of the ship's company ware on their knees. 

"I'm a littlo afraid, MonaeTir Rule," he answered, "that in 
France you have entered the rope of repubiieaniam at the wjiong 
end. Ill AmeAky, we even put religion before dollars ; and if 
that iSn't convincing I'll give it up. Now, I do ivish you could 
see a SuncUy once in the Granite state, Signorina Ghita, that 
you might get some notion what our western religion ra'ally is." 

"All real religion— all real devotion to God, is, or ought 
to be, the same, Siguor Ithuello, whether in the east or in 
^the west. A Christian is a Christian, let him live or die where 
he may." 

" That's not exactly platfonn, I fancy. Why, Lord blees ye, 
young lady, yowr- religion, now, is no more like mim than 
my religion is like that of the Archbishop of Canterburv's, 
or Monsieur Rule's, here !" 

" La mienne !" exelMmed Raoal — " I pretend to none, mon 
brave ; there can be no likeness to nothing."- 

Ghifa's glance was kind, rather than reproachful ; but it was 
profoundly sorrowful. 

" In what can our religion differ," she asked, " if we are both 
Christians ? Americans or Italians, it ia all the same." 

" That comes of knowing nothing about Amerifcy," said 
Ithnel, filled with the conceit of hia own opinion of himself, and 
of the part of the world from which he came. " In the first 
place, you have a Pope, and cardinals, and bishops, and all such 
things in your religion, while we have Bone." 

" Certainly, there is the Holy Father, and there are cardinals ; 
but they are not my religion," answered Ghita, looking sur- 
prised. " Bishops, it is true, are appointed of God, and fbnn part 
of his church ; and the bishop of Rome is the head of the 
church on earth, but nothing more !" 

"Nothing more! — Don't you worship images, and take off 
and put on garmen'a at your prayers, and kneel down in a 
make-believe, prafene away : and don't you turn everything into 
vain ceremonies !" 
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. Had Ithuel been engaged, body and soul, in maintaining one 
of the propositions of the Oxford Tracts' controversy, he could 
not have uttered these words with greater zeal, or with a more 
self-righteoua emotion. Ilis mind was stored with the most 
vulgar accusations of an exceedingly vulgar set 6f sectarian dis- 
tinctions ; and he feneied it a high proof of Protestant perfec- 
tion, to hold all the discarded usages in ahhon'ence. On the 
other hand, Ghita listened witli surprise ; for, to her, the estima- 
tion in which the rites of the Roman church are held by 
the gi'eat bulk of Protestants, was a profound secret. The idea 
of woishippiiig an image never crossed her innocent mind ; and 
although she often knelt before her own little ivorj' crucifix, she 
had never supposed any could be so ignorant as to confomid the 
mere material representation of the sacrifice it was meant to 
portray, with the divine expiation itself. 

"It is decent to use proper vestments at the altar," she 
rephed ; " and its servants ought not lo be clad hke other men. 
We know it is the heart, the soul, that must be touched, to find 
favor with God ; but this does not make the outward semblance 
of respect tliat we show even to each other, the less necessary. 
As to worshipping images — that would be idolatry ; and as bad 
as the poor heathens themselves." 

Ithuel looked mystified; for he never doubted, in the least, 
that the worahipping of imf^s was a material part of Cathohc 
devotion ; and, as for the Pope and the cardinals, he deemed 
them all as indispensable to the creed of this church, as 
he fancied it important in his own that the priests should not wear 
gowns ; and that the edifices in which they worehipped should 
have square-topped windows. Absurd as all this may seem to- 
day, and wicked as it will probably apjiear a century heuce, it 
formed, and forms, no small part of sectarian belief; and entered 
into the animosities and jealousies of those who seem to think it 
necessary to quarrel for the love of tlod. Could we but look 
back at our own changes of opinion, it would render us less c<}n- 
fident of the justice of our sentiments ; and, most of all, one 
would think that the American who has hved long enough 
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to witness tie somersets that liave been ttirown in the practices 
and creeds of most of the more modem sects of his own country, 
within the last quarter of a century, would come to have something 
like a suitable respect for the more stable and venerable divisions 
of the Christian world. 

" Proper vestments !" repeated Ithuel, with contempt ; " what 
vestments are wanting in the ey^s of the Supreme Being ? Ko ; 
if I must have religion — and I know it's necessary and whnll- 
aom', let it be a pure, tuxixd rehg^on, that will stand to reason. 
Is not that your way of thinking, Monsieur Rule ?" 

"Ma /oi, out. Reason before all things, Ghita; and, most 
of all, reason in religion." 

" Ah, Eaou! I this it is which misleads and betrays you," 
returned the girl, eamestiy. " Faith, and a meek dependence, 
is what makes a proper stat« of feeling ; and yet you demand a 
reason of Him who created the Univei-se, and breathed into you 
the breath of life !" 

"Are we not reasoning creatures, Ghita," returned Raoul, 
gently, and yet with a sincerity and truth, for the drcumstances, 
that rendewd even his scepticism piquant and respectable ; "and 
is it unreasonable to expect us to act up to our natures ? Can 
I worship a God I do not understand ?" 

" Could'st tliou worehip one thou did^st ? He would cease to 
be a deity, and would become one of ourselves, were his nature 
and attributes brought down to the level of our comprehensions. 
Did one of thy followers come on this quarter-deck, and insist 
on hearing all thine own motives for the orders given in this 
little felucca, how readily would'st thou drive him back as 
mutinous and insolent; and yet thou would'st question the God 
of the imiverse, and pry into his mysteries P 

Raoul was mute, while Ithuel stared. It was so seldom that 
Ghita lost her exceeding gentleness of manner, that the flush 
of her cheek, the severe earnestness of her eyes, the impassioned 
modulations of her voice, and the «nphasis with which she 
spoke on this occasion, produced a sort of awe, that prevented 
tie discourse from proceeding fiirther. The ^ri, herself, was so 
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much escitad, that, after sitting for a minute with her hancb 
before her face, the tears wore seen forcing their way through 
her fingers. She then arose, and darted into the cabin. Eaoul 
waa too observant of the rules of propriety to think of follow- 
ing ; but he sat moody and lost in ihought, until Ithuel drew 
his attention to himself. 

" Gala will be gals," s^d that refined and philosophical 
observer of the human family, " and nothing touches their natur's 
sooner than a little religious excitement. I dare say, it it wasn't 
for images, and cardinals, and bishops, and TOch creatui's, the 
Italians (Ithuel always pronounced this word .SVetaliaiia) would 
make a very good sort of Christiana." 

But Eaoul was in no humor to converee , and as the hour 
had now arrived when the zephyr was to he expected, he rose, 
ordered the awning to be taken in, and prepared to make him- 
self master of the state of tlungs around him. There lay the 
frigate, taking her siesta, like all near ; her three topsidb stand- 
ing, but every other sail that was loose, hanging, in festoons, 
waiting for the Is'eeze. Notwithstanding her careless appear- 
ance, 80 dosely had she been tended, for the last few hours, 
however, and so sedulously had even the smallest breath of air 
been improved, that Eaoul started with surprise, w^ien he found 
how much nearer she was than when he had last looked at her. 
The whole trick was apparent to him at a glance ; and he was 
compelled to acknowledge his own remissness, w^n he perpeiv- . 
ed that he lay within the reach of the shot of his powerful foe ; 
though still so distant as to render her aim a httle nncertidn, 
more especially should a sea get up. The felu^ had burnt, to 
the water's edge ; but, owing to the smoothness of the ws^r, 
her wreck still floated, and -was slowly setting into the bay, there . 
being a sUght current in that direction, whore she noi^JUy. The 
town was basking in the afternoon's sun, though hid from view, 
and the whole island of Elba had the appearance of being 
asleep. 
. " What a siesta !" bmiJ E^ul to, Ithuel, as both stood on,&(i 
heel of the bowsprit, looking cnriou^y at the scene : " seii.land>: 
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mountains, bourgeois and marinei's aE dozing Bien , tliete is 
life yonder at the west, and we must get furtlier fiom voire 
Proserin?. Call the hands, Monsicui Lieutenant Let us get 
our sweeps, and put the head of le Feu Follet the other way. 
Peste I the lugger is so sharj), and has such a tnck of going 
exactly where she loots, that I am afraid she has been crawling 
up towards her enemy, as the child ercei>s into the fire that 
bums its fingets." 

All hands were sooii in motion on board le Feu-FoSlet, tho 
sweeps were on the point of being handled, when the jigger flul^ 
tered and the first puff of the expected westera bveez* swept 
along the surfece of the waters. To the seamen, it was. hko 
jnhahng oxygen gas. Every appearance of drowsiness deserted 
the people of both vessels, and every one was instantly busy in 
making sail, Raoul had a proof into what dangerous proximity 
to the frigate he had got, by the sound of the calls on board her ; 
and the stilhiess of the sea was yet so great, tliat the creaking 
of her fore-yai'd was actually audible to him, as the English 
rounded in their braces briskly, while laying tlieir fore-top-sail 
aback. 

At that moment a second respiration of the atmosphere gave 
birth to the breeze. Raoul whistled for the wind, and the lug- 
ger moved ahead, ghding towards the frigate. But, in half a 
minute, she had gathered suffident way, her hehn was put down, 
and she came round as easily and as gracefully as the bird tuma 
on his wing. Not so with the heavier frigate. She had haul- 
ed in her starboard head-braces, and had to get the foretoppail 
aback, and to pay well otF with her head to leeward, in order 
to swing her yards and fill her sails, while le Feu-Follet was 
slipping through the wat«r, going seemingly into the wind's eye. 
By this single evolution, the lug^r gained more than a cable's 
length oii ier enemy, and five minutes more would have put her 
beyond all immediate danger. But Captwn Cuffe knew tlm 
as well as his competitor, said had made his preparations aocord-, 
ingly. Keeping his head-yards aback, he knocked' his ship 
round off, until her broadside bore on the lu^er, when he feit 
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fly every gait of his starboard batteries, the utmost care having 
beea taken to make the shot tell. Twenty-two heavy round-ahot 
coming in at once upon a little craft like le Feu-Follet, waa a 
foarfiil vLsitation ; and, the " boldest held their breath for a 
time," a^ the iron whirlwind whistled past them. Fortunately, 
the lugger was not hulled ; but a grave amount of mischief waa 
done aloft. The jigger-mast was cut in two, and flew upwards 
like a pipe-st«in. A serious wound was g^vcn to the mainmast 
below the hounds, and the yard itself was shivered in the slings. 
N"o less than six shot plunged through both lugs, leaving holes 
in the canvas that made it resemble a beggur'a shirt, and the 
jib^tay was cut in two, half-way between the mast-head and the 
end of the bowsprit No one was hurt ; and yet, for a moment, 
every one looked as if destruction had suddenly lighted on the 
lugger. Then it was that Raoul came out in his true colors. 
He knew he could not spare a stitch of canvas just at that 
moment, but that on the next ten minutes depended everj^ing. 
Nothing was taken in, therefore, to secure s^mrs and sails, but 
all was left to stand, trusting to tie lightness of the breeze, 
which usually commenced very moderately. Hands were 
immediately set to work, to get up a new stay ; a new main- 
yard and sail were got along, and everything was prepared for 
hoisting both, as soon as it could be asceridned that the mast 
would bear them. Nearly similar preparations were made for- 
ward, as the shortest way of getting rid of the torn fore-swl ; for 
that, it was the intention to unbend and bend, the yard being 
sound. 

Luckily, Captain Cuffe determined to lose no more time with 
his guns, but swin^ng his head-yards, the frigate came sweep- 
ing up to the wind, and in three minutes everything was trim- 
med for the utmost, All this time, te Feu-Follet had not stood 
itill. Her canvas fluttered, but it held on, and even^e spars 
kept their places, though so much injured. In a word, tlie 
wind was not yet strong enough to tear the one, or to carry 
away the other. It was an advantage, teo, that these casualties, 
particularly the loss of her jigger, rendered le Feu-Follet l&a 
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weatherly than she would otherwise have been, since by keep- 
ing the frigate direclJy in her wake, she was less exposed to the 
chase-guns than she would have been a little on either bow. 
Of this truth, Raoul was soon persuaded, the Pi'oserpine begin- 
ning to work both her bow-guns, as soon as she came to the 
wind, though neither exactly bore ; the shot of one ranging a 
little to windward, and the other about as much on the otiiw 
side. By these shot, too, the young Frenchman soon had the 
satisfaction of seeing that, notwithstanding her injuries, the lug- 
ger was drawing ahead ; — a feet of which the EngUsh became 
so sensible themselves, that they soon ceased firing. 

So fer, things went better than Eaonl had reason, at first, to 
hope, though he well knew that the crisis was yet to come. 
The westerly mind often blew fresh at that period of the day, 
and should it now increase he would require all his canvas to 
get clear of a ship with the known qualities of the vessel in 
chase. How much longer his mast or his main-yard would 
stand he did not know, but as he was fast gaining, he deter- 
mined to make hay while the sun shone, and get fer enough 
ahead, if possible, before the breeze grew fresh, to enable him 
to shift his sails and fish his spars, without being again brovight 
within the reach of visitors as tude as those who had so lately 
come hurtling into his thin hamper. The proper precautions 
were not neglected, in the meantime. Men were sent atoft to do 
what they could, under the circumstances, with the two spars ; 
and the strwn was a little reHeved by keeping the lugger aa 
much away, as might be done without enabling the frigate to 
set her studding ssuls. 

There is always something so exciting in a chase, that seamen 
never M to wish for more wind ; forgetful that the power 
which increases their own speed, may also increase the speed of 
the cMer party, and that too in an undue proportion. It would 
have been plore fevorable to le Feu-Follet to have had less 
wind than even now blew, since her relative rate of Btuhng Was 
greater in light than in stroi^g breezes. Raoul knew, from 
Ithuers statements, that th^ Proserpijie was an esc^edisgly. fast 
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ebip, more eBpecially when it blew fresh ; and yet it did not 
appear to him that his lu^er got along with sufficient speed, 
though his enemy would he certain to follow at a rate of sailing 
in a just proportion to his own, did there come more wind. 

The wish of the young privateereman, however, was soon 
gratified. ITie wind freshened materially, and hy the time the 
two vessels opened the Canal of Corsica, as the passage between 
that island and Elba is called, the frigate was obhged to take in 
her royals, and two or three of those light and lofty ptaysails, 
which it was then the custom for ships to carry. At fii-st^ 
Eaoul had thought he might fetch into Bastia, which liea,^"^ 
weet of the southern end of Elba ; but though the wind drew a 
little down throngh the canal, it soon blew too fresh to allow 
any formation of the land materially to alter its current. The 
zephyr, as the aflfimoon's summer breeze of southern Italy, in 
particular, was tenne<l by the ancients, is seldom a due-west 
wind, there goierally being a little northing in it, as seamen say ; 
and, as one gets further up the coast, this same wind ordinarily 
comes round the head of Corsica, blowing fitim nearly west- 
north-west. His would have enabled the lugger to lay her 
course for a deep bay on which lies the town of Biguglia, could 
she have been jammed up on a wind, as might usually have 
been done ; but, a few minutes of experiment convinced Eaoul 
that he must be more tender on his wounded spars, and leep 
off for the mouth of the Goio. This was a river of strnie size 
into which it was possible for a vessel of a light draught to enter ; 
and, as there stood a small battery near l^e anchorage, he deter- 
mined to seek shelter in that haven, in order to repair his dama- 
ges. Bis calculations were made accordin^y, and, talcing the 
snow-clad peaks in the neighborhood of Corte (ts his land-marks, 
he ordered the lugger to be steered in the proper ife^Ap- 

On board the Proserpine, diere was scarcely le^Bterest felt 
in the result than on board le Feu-Follet. If the people of the 
'fri^te bad nothing to apprehend, they had something to revenge ; 
\a addition to the antidpated credit of having enured ^^ 
' boldest privateer that swled out of France. For a short time, 
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as tte ship came up with the weal end of Elba, it was a serious 
question whether she would be able to weather it, tlie lugger 
having gone past, witliin a cable's length of the cliffe, on the very- 
verge of the hroakei's, and much closer in than the fi-igate would 
dare to follow. But tlie last had taken the breeze further off the 
land than the first, and might possibly fetch jiast the promon- 
tory on the tack sho was then steering. To have gone about, 
would have been to have abaudoned the chase, as it would have 
carried the sliip ofli duo nortJi, while le Feu-Follet was Riding 
down to the southward and westward at the rate of seven knots. 
The* distance across the canal is only about tliirty miles, and 
tliere would not have been time to recover tile lost ground. 

This uncertainty made a most feverish moment on board the 
Proserpine, as she came up fast towards the headland. All 
depended on getting by without tacking. The appearances were 
favorable for deep water, close in ; but there is always the danger 
of rocks to be dreaded, near mountainous coasts. The promon- 
tory, too, was comparatively low ; and this was rather an indi- 
cation that it ought not to be approached too closely, Win- 
chester was in his berth, just beginning to feel the smart of his 
wound ; but Gritfin was at the captsun's elbow, both he and the 
third lieutenant entering keenly into all their commander's 
wbhes and anxieties. 

"There she goes, into the very breakers !" esclaimed CufFe, 
as they watched le Feu-Follet in her attempt to pass the pro- 
montory ; " Monsieur Yvard must be determined to cast away 
his craft rather thwi be taken. It will be touch and go with 
him." 

" I think not, Captain Cuffe," answered Griifin ; " the coast is 
hold h^abouts, and even the Proserpine would find BufBcient 
water ^Pe, where the lugger now is, 1 hope we shall not be 
oUigeJn'o tack, sir." 

" Aye, this is very well for an irresponsible — but, when it got 
to a' court, and punishment, I fear that all the last would M on 
my shoulders, should his Majesty's ship happen to lay her holies 
alongshore here. 'N'o, no, Griffin ; we must go a clear cable's 
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length to ivindward of that, or I jo about, though Raoul 'f vard 
were never taken." 

"ITiere, he fetches up, by Geoi^!" cried Yelverton, the 
youngest lieutenant ; and, foe a moment, it was in truth believed 
in tlie frigate that le Feu-FoUet, as a breaker actually curled 
directly under her lee, wa? aground. But this notion lasted it 
moment only, the little lugger continning her coiirse as swiftly 
as before ; and, a minute or two later, keeping a little away, io 
ease her spars, having been jammed up as close as possible, 
previously, in order to weather the extreme end of what was 
thought to be the dangerous point. The frigate was fii]Jy two 
miles astern ; and, instead of losing anything of her vantage- 
ground, she was kept so near the wind as to be occasionally touch- 
ing. This was the more safe, inasmuch as the sea was perfectiy 
smooth, and the vessel made no lee- way. Still the frigate 
looked, as it is termed, barely up to tike point it was deemed 
indispensable to weather ; and as ships rarely " do" better than 
they "look," it became a question of serious doubt on board the 
Proserpine, as -she came up with the headland, whether she 
could clear it. 

"I am afraid. Captain Cuffe, we shall never clear it with a 
good-enough berth, sir," observed the fidgeting GiiiRn ; " it 
seems to me the ship sets unaccountably to leeward to-day 1" 

" She never behaved better, Griffin. I am really in hopes 
there is a slight current off-shore, here ; if anything, we actually 
open the highlands of Corsica by this pwrnontory. You see 
that &e wreck of la Divina Providenza is sweeping round the 
bay, and is coming out to windward again." 

" TItat may serve us, indeed! All ready in the chains, sir', 
-—shall we make a cast of the lead ?" 

Ctiffe assented, and the lead was hove. At Hiisj^pent the 
ship was going eight knots, and the man reported^^ bottom, 
with fifteen fathoms of line out. This was well ; and two or 
three subsequent easts confiimed it. Orders were now given to 
drag every bowline, swig-off on every brace, and flatten-in all 
the sheets. Even the halyards were touched, in order that the 
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sails might stand like twards. The trying moment was neat ; 
five minutes must decide the matter. 

" Let her ahate a litUe, Mr. Yetverion, and eat into the wind," 
s^d Cuffe, addressing the officer of the watch ; "we must do 
all we can here ; for, when abreast of the breakers, everything 
must be a rap-full, to keep the ship under quick command. 
There— meet her with the helm, and give her a good full." 

This experiment was repeated twice, and each time the frigate 
gained her length to windward, though she necessarily liJat more 
than three times that distance in her velocity. At length the 
trial Mme, and a profound silence, one in which nervousness 
and anxiety were blended with hope, reigned in the vessel. 
The eyes of all turned from the sails to the breakers ; from the 
breakers to the sails ; and from both to the wake of the ship. 

At such momenta the voice of the lead'a-man prevails over 
all other sounds. His warning cry is Ustened to with breathless 
attention when the songs of a siren would be imheard. Cast 
after cast was made, as the ship drove on, and the answer to 
Ci^ffe's questions was uniformly, "no bottom, sir, with fifteen 
fathoms out;" but just at this instant arose the regular song 
from the weather main-chains, of " by the mark seven !" This 
came so suddenly on the Captan's ear, that he sprang upon the 
taffrail, where he could comman'd a full view of all he wanted to 
see ; and then he called out, in a stentorfan voice : 

" Heave agtun, sir ! — be brisk, my lad !— be brisk !" 

"Be-e-e-ther-r-r-dee-e-e-eep six!" followed almost as soon as 
the Captiun's voice had ceased. 

" Keady-about," shouted Cuffe. " See ail clear, gentlemen. 
Move hvely, men ; more Uvely." 

" And-a-a-eh half-ef-four — " 

" St^^^y !— What the devil are you at, sir, on that fore- 
eastle !-^Ke you ready, forward ?" 

" All ready, sir — " 

" Down with your helm — hard down at once — " 

" Be-e-e-ther-r-r-dee-e-e-p nine — " 

" Meet her ! — up witii your helm. Haul dowa your sheets, 
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fonxai'd— -bwjl tUe spankeji — let go all th« bowlines aft, So — 
well, there, well. She flew round like ii top ; but, bj Jove, we've 
caught her, guntleroeji, Drag your bowlines again. What's 
the news in>m the cliaim !" 

"No bottom, sir, with fifteen fathoms out— and as gooil a 
east, too, sir, aa we've had to-day." 

"So— you'i'e rap full— don't M off— very well dyce" 
(Aiifflice, thus) — " keep her wi you are. Well, by the Lord, 
Griffin, that was a shave ; half-four was getting to be squally, in a 
quarter of the world where a rock makes nothing of pouting its 
lips fifteen or twenty feet at a time at a mariner. We are past it 
all, however, and hero is the land, trending away to the south- 
ward, like a man in a consumption, imrly, under our lee. A 

dozen Raoul Yvards wouldn't lead me into such a d d 

scrape again !" 

" The danger that is over is no longer a danger at all, sir," 
answered Giiffin, laughing. " Don't you think, Captain Cuffe, 
we might eaJ^e her about half a point ! that would be just her 
play ; and the lugger keeps off a little, I rather suspect, to ease 
her mMumast I'm certmn I saw chips fly from it when we 
dosed her witli those two-aud-twenty pills." 

" Perhaps you're right. Griffin. Ease her with the helm a 
litUe, Mr. Yelvei-ton. If Master Yvard stands on his present 
course an hour longer, Biguglia would be too far to windward 
for him ; and as for Bastia, that has been out of the question 
fiwm the first. There is a river called Golo, into which he 
might i-un ; and that, I rather think, is his dm. Four hours, 
however, will let us into his secret." 

And four intensely interesting hours were those which suc- 
ceeded. The wind was a cap-full; a good, fresh, westerly 
breeze, which seemed to have started out of the oven-jjjig heat 
of a week of intensely hot weather tliat had preceded ^^d to 
have collected the force of two or three zephyre into one. It 
was not a gale at all, nor did it induce either party to think of 
reefing ; no trifle would have done that, under the circum- 
staoM^; hut it caused the Proserpine to fiir! her fore and 
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mizen-top-gallant-siiib, and put Kaoul in better humor with 
the loss of his jigger. When fairly round the headland, and, at 
a moment when he fancied the frigate would be compelled to 
tact, the latter had seized an opportunity to get in his foreswl, 
to unbend it, and to bend and set a new one ; an operation 
that took just four minutes by the walch. He would have tried 
the same experiment with the other lug, but the mast was 
ecarco worth the risk, and he thought the holes might act as 
ree&, and thus diminish the strain. In these four hours, owing 
to the disadvantage under which le Feu-Follet labored, there 
was not a difference of half a knot in the dktance run by the 
two vessels, though each passed over more than thirty miles of 
water. During thU time they had been drawing rapidly newer 
to the coast of Corsica, the mountains of which, ra^;ed and 
crowned with nearly eternal snows, had been gUttenng in the 
afternoon's sun, before them, though they lay many a long 
league inland. But the formation of the coast itself had now 
become plain, and Raoul, an hour before the sun disappeared, 
noted his landmarks, by which to make for the river he intended 
to entei'. The eastern coast of Corsica is as defident in bays 
and harbors as its western is affluent with them ; and this Golo, 
for which tlie lugger was shaphtg her course, would never have 
been thought of, as a place of shelter, under ordinary circum- 
stances. But Raoul had once anchored in its mouth, and he 
deemed it the very spot in which to elude his enemy. It had 
shoals off its embouchure ; and these, he rightly enough &nded, 
would induce Captain Cnifo to be wary. 

Aa the evening approached the wind began to decrease in 
force, and then the |>eop!c of the higger lost all their apprehen- 
sions. The spara hod all stood, and Haoul uo longer hesitated 
about truj^ng his wounded msunmast with a new yard and smI. 
Both wd^got up, and the repairs were immediately com- 
menced. The superiority of the lugger, in sailing, was now so 
great as to put it out of all qi^estion that she was not to be 
overtaken in the chase; and Eaoul, atone time, actually though 
of turning u_p a|ong the land, and goiog into BastJa, where he 
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might eren provide himself with a new mainmast at need. But 
this idea, on reflection, he abandoned as too hazardous ; and be 
continued on in the direction of the mouth of the Golo. 

Throughout the day the Proserpine had sliown no colors, 
except for the short period when her boats were engaged, and 
while she herself was firing at the lugger. The same was the 
fiiet with le Feu-Follet, though Eaoul had run up the tri-color 
38 he opened on the felucca, and he kept it flying aa long as 
there was any appearance of hostiUties. As the two vessels 
drew in near to the laud, several coasters were seen beating 
up f^aiiKt the westerly wind, or running down before it, all of 
which, however, seemed so much to distrust the appearance of 
the lugger, as to avoid her as far as was possible. This was a 
matter of indifference to our hero, who knew that they were all 
probably countrymen; or, at least, smugglers, who would 
scarcely reward him for the trouble, had he time to bring them 
to, fflid capture them. Corsica was then, again, in the hands of 
the French, the temporary and imperfect possesion of the Eng- 
lish having terminated three or four years earlier ; and Baoul 
felt certain of a welcome anywhere in the island, and of protec- 
tion wherever it could be offered. Such was the state of thing-s 
when, just as the lugger was preparing to enter among the 
shoals, the Proserpine unexpectedly tacked, and seemed to 
bestow all her attention on the coasters, of which three or four 
were so near that two fell into her hands almost without an 
effort to escape. 

It appeared to Raoul, and those with him in his little craft, 
that the English seized these insignificant vessels solely with a 
wish for vengeance, since it was not usual for ships of the force 
of the Proserpine to turn aside to molest the poor fishermen and 
coasters. A few execrations followed, quite as a jitter of 
course, but the intricacy of the channel and the necessity of 
having all his eyes about him, soon drove every other fliought 
&om the mind of the dashing privateersman, but such as were 
connected with the care and safety of his own veasel. 

Just as the sun set le Feu-Follet anchored. She had chosen 
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a berth sufficiently within the shallow water to be safe from the 
guns of the frigate, though scarcely within the river. The 
ktter the depth of the stream hardly permitted, though there 
was all the shelter that the season and weather required. The 
Proserpine manifested no intention to give up her pursuit ; for 
she, too, came off the oatlet, and brought up with one of hei 
bowers about two miles to seaward of the lugger. She seemed 
to have changed her laind as to the coasters, having let both 
proceed after a short detention ; though, it ftdling calm, neither 
was enabled to get any material distance from her until the 
land-breeze should rise. In these positions the belligerents pre- 
pared to pass the night, each party taking the customary 
precautions aa to his ground tackle, and each clearing up the 
decks and going through the common routine of duty as 
regularly as if he lay in a iriendlj port. 
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Tbe Ixitden of thai ht 



It is iiniiocessary to dwell on the glories of tlie Mediterranean. 
They are familiar to every traveller, ?Jid books have, Jgain and 
iigaJn, laid them before the iniaginatJons of readeis ot all 
countries and ages. Still, there are hghta and shades peculiar 
to everj' picture, and this of oura has some of its own that merit 
a pnasing notice. ' A annset, in midsummer, cao add to the 
graces of alniiwt any scene. Such was the hour when Raoiil 
anchored ; and Ghita, who had come on deck, now that the 
chase was oi'er, and the danger was thought to be past, landed 
she had never seen her own Italy, or the blue Mediterranean, 
more lovely. 

The shadows of the mountains were cast far upon the sea, 
long ere the sun had actually gone down, throwing the witchery 
of eventide ovpr the whole of the eastera coast, some time before 
it came to gnc its weiteni CoiBica and "^rdinia resemble 
vast fragments ot thp Alps which hi\e tallen into the 
sea by some accident of naturp wherp thej stand m sight ot 
their nati\e beds resembhng as it might he outposts to thos» 
great wails t Furope Iheir mountain'i haie the same 
f rmations tho samp nhitp ppik= f r no small [-ortioi- of the 
M"ir it 1 %t mi ihc r Mle-* tie m nst^ncus mi men 
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a^ct In addition however to their other charms they have 
one that is wanting m most ot Swit^eiland, though traces of it 
are to be found in Sa\oy and on thp southern side of the Alps , 
they have th it strong admixture of the soft ind the wvere, of 
the subiime and beautiftil that so pecuharly characterize the 
witchery of Itahan nature. Such was now the aspect of all 
visible from thp deck of le leu Foltet The sea, with its dark 
blue tint, wm losing ever\ trace of the weat^ra wind, and was 
becoming glia«y and tranquil the mountains on the ottier side 
were solemn and grand just show mg their ragged outUnea along 
a sky glowing with the pomp that •'huts the day , while the 
nearer valleys and narrow plains were Baystflrious, jet soft, 
under the deep shadows they cast. Pianosa lay nearly opposite, 
distant some twenty miles, r^ing out of the water hke a beacon; 
Elba was i-isible to the north-east, a gloomy confused pile of 
mountain at that hour ; and Ghita once or twice thought she 
coiUd trace on the coast of the main, the dim outline of her own 
hill, Monte Argentaro ; though the distance, some sisty. (ft. 
seventy miles, rendered this improbahle. Outside, too, lay &« 
frigate, riding on the glasay suriape of the sea, her sails furled^ 
her yards squared, everything about her cared for and in its 
place, until she formed a faultless picture of nautical symmetry 
and naval propriety. There ai'e all sorts of men in a marine, as 
well as in ciiil life ; these taking things as they come, content 
to perform their duties in the most quiet manner, while others 
agwn have some such likmg for tlieir vessels as the dandy has 
for his own person, and are never happy unless embellishing 
them. The tmth, in this, as in most other mattera, lies in a 
medium ; the officer who thinks too much of the appearance of 
his vessel, seldom having mind enough to bestow due attention 
on the great objects for which she was constructed, and is 
sailed ; while, on the other hand, he who is altogether indifferent 
to these appearances is usually thinking of things foreign to his 
duty and his profession ; if, indeed, he thinks at all. Cuffe was 
near the just medium, inclining a litlle too much, perhaps, to 
Ihe navai dandv. The IVoserpine, thanks to the builders of 
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Tou](m, was thot^Iit to to the handsomest model then aAotit m 
the Mediterraneitn, and like an established beauty, all who 
belonged to her were fond of decorating her, and of showing her 
line proportions to advantage. As she now lay, at single 
anchor/just ont of gun-shot from his own berth, Raou! could 
not avoid gaidng at her with envy, and a bitter feehng passed 
through his mind, when he recalled the chances of fortune and 
(it birth, which deprived him oi the hope of ever rising to the 
command of such a fiigate, but which doomed him, seemingly, 
to the late of a privateersman for life. 

Nature had intended Eaoul Yvard for a much higher destiny 
than that which apparently awaited his career. He had come 
into active hfe with none of the advantages that accompany the 
accidents- of birth, and, at a moment in the history of hia great 
nation, when its morals and its religious sentiments had become 
unsettled by the riolent reaction which was throwing off the 
abuses of centuries. They who imagine, however, that France, 
as a whole, was guilty of the gross excesses that disfigured her 
struggles for liberty, know little of the great mass of moral 
feeling that endured through all the abominations of the times ; 
and mistake the crimes of a few desperate leaders, and the 
exaggerations of misguided impulses, for a radical and universal 
depravity. The France of the Reign of Terror, even, has little 
more to answer for than the compliance which makes bodies of 
men the instruments of the enthusiastic, the designing, and the 
active — our own country often tolerating error, that differs only 
in the degree, under the same blind submi^on to combinations 
and impubes; this very degree, too, depending more on the 
accidents of history and natural causes, than any agencies which 
are to be imputed to the one party, as a fault, or to the other, 
as a merit It was with Raoul, as it had been with his country— 
each was the creature of circumstances ; and if the man had 
some of the faults, he had also moat of the merits of his nation 
and his age. The looseness on the subject of reh^on, which 
was his imncipal defect in the eyes of Ghita, but which could 
scarcely feil to bn a material one, with a girl educated and 
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disposed as was the case with our Iieroine, was tlie error of the 
day, aDd with Raoul it was at least sincere ; a circumstance that 
rendered liim, with one so truly pious as the gentle being he 
loved, the subject of a holy interest, which, in itself, almost 
rivalled the natural tenderness of her sex, in behalf of the object 
of her affections. 

While the short cngagpment with ih boat ]iateA, and 
during the few minutes ho was mi ler the fire of the frigate, 
Raoul had been himself; the exutement of actual war always 
nerving him to deeds worthy if his eomman] and the high 
name he had acquired ; but, throughout the remainder of the 
day, he had felt httle disposed to strife The chase once assured 
tiiat his spars were likely to stand ^a^o him httle ijjncem ; and 
now that he was at anchor within the shallow water, he felt 
much as the traveller who has found a comfortable inn, after the 
iatigue of a hard day's ride. When Ithuel sug^^ested the possi- 
bility of a night-attack in boats, he laughingly reminded the 
American that "the burnt child dreads the fire," and gave 
himself no great concern in the matter. StiU no proper precau- 
tion was neglected. Raoul was in the habit of exacting much 
of his mea, in moments of necessity ; but, at all other times, he 
was as indulgent as a, kind lather, among obedient and respectful 
children. This quahty, and the never-varying conataney and 
is that he displayed in danger, was the secret of his great 
s with them ; eveiy seaman under his orders feeling 
certain that no severe duty was I'equired at his hands, without 
a corresponding necessity for it. 

On the present occasion, when the people of le Feu-Follet had 
supped, they were indulged in their customary dance ; and the 
romantic songs of Provence were heard on the forecastle. A 
light-hearted gaiety prevailed, that wanted only the presence of 
woman, to make the scene resemble the evening amusement of 
some hamlet on the coast Nor was the sex absent in the senti- 
ment of the hour, or wholly so in pci-son. The songs were full 
of chivalrous gallantry, and Ohita listened, equally touched and 
amused. She sat ( n the tatTrail, *vith her uncle standing at her 
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side, while Raoul paced tbo quartei'-deck, stopping, in hie turn, 
to utter some thought or ivish, to enrs that were always atten- 
tive. At length the song aiij the dance ended, and all but the 
few who were ordered to ivmain on watch, deFcended to their 
hammocltB. The chaugo was as sudden as it was striking. 
Tlie solemn, breathing stillness of a sfar-ht night succeeded to * 
the light laugh, melodious song, and spirited merriment of a set 
of men, whoso constitutional gaiety seemed to be restrained by 
a species of native refinement that is unknown to the mariners 
of other re^ous, and wlio, unnurtured as they might be deemed, 
in Home respeds, seldom or never offended against the proprie- 
ties ; as is so common with the mariners of the boast*«i Anglo- 
Saxon race. By this time the cool air from the mountains 
began to descend, and floating over tlie heated sea, it formed a 
light land-breeze, that blew in an exactly contrary direction to 
that, whicli, about the same hour, came 08' from the adjacent 
continent. There was no moon ; but tlio night could not be 
called dark. Myriads of stars gleamed out fiom tlie fathomless 
ftmiainent, filling the atmosphere with a light that served to 
render objects sufficiently distinct ; while it left them clad in a 
semi-ohsourity tliat suited the witchery of the scene and the 
hour. Raoui felt the influence of ail these circumstances in an 
unusnai degree. It disposed him to more sobriety of thought 
than always attended his leisure moments, and ho took a seat on 
the taffrml, near Ghita, while her uncle went below, to his knees 
and his prayers. 

Every footfall in the lugger had now ceased. ItUue! was 
posted on a knight-head, where he sat watching his old enemy, 
the Proserpine ; the proximity of that ship not allowing him to 
sleep. Two experienced seamen, who alone formed the regular 
anchor-watth, as it is termed, were stationed apart, in order to 
prevent conversation ; one on the starboard cat-head, and the 
other in the main rig^ng ; both keeping vigilant ward over the 
tranquil sea, and the diflereut objects that floated on its placid 
bosoiD . In that retired spot, these objects were necrasarily few, 
embracing the frigate, the Ui)^r, and three coasters ; the latter 
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of fihdi had all been boarded before tbe night set in, by the 
Proserpine an 1 after abort detentions, dismissed. One of these 
t astciB lay about half-way between the two hostile vessels, at 
inchfr h-wmtr eome-to, after making some fruitless efForta to 
^et to the northwar<l, by means of the expiring weatrwind. 
Mtliough tUo light land-breeze would now have sufficed to cany- 
her a knot or two through the water, she preferred maintaining 
her pos tion, and giving her people a good night's rest, to getting 
under way. The situation of this felucca, and the circumstance 
that she had been boarded by the frigate, rendered her an 
object of some distrust with Raoul, through the early part of the 
evening, and he had ordered a vigilant e>e to be kept on her; 
but nothing ha>:l been di=coi ered to conbrm these luspicions. 
The moiemenb, of her people— the manner m which she 
brought-«p— the quiet thtt prei ailed on boai 1 her, and even 
the lubberly disposition ot her spars and ngging, went to satisfy 
Raonl that she had no man-of-war's men on board her. Stih, 
as she ky less than a mile outside of the lugger, though now 
dead to leeward ail that distance, she was to be watched ; and 
one of the seamen, he in the rigging, rarely had liis eyes off her 
a minute at a time. The second coaster was a httie to the 
southward of the frigate, under her canvas, hauling in for the 
land ; doubtless with a view to get as much as possible of the 
iH^eze from the mountams ; and standing slowly to the south. 
She had been set by eompass, an hour before, and all that time 
had altered her bearings but half a point, though not a league 
off— a proof how light she had tlie wind. The tliird coaster, a 
small felucca, too, was to the nortliward ; but, ever smce the 
land-breeze, if breeze it could be called, had come, she had been 
busy tuming slowly up to wmdward ; and seemed disposed 
either to cross the shoals closer in than the spot where the 
lu^er lay, or to enter tlie Golo. Her shadowy outline was 
visible, though drawn against the knd, moving slowly athwart 
the lugger's hawse, perhaps half-a-mile in-shore of her. As 
there was a eiiiTent setting out of the river, and all the vessels 
rode with their heads to the island, Ithuel occasiouallv tunied 
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his head to watch her progress ; which was so slow, however, as 
to produce very Utile change. 

After looldng around him several minufes in silence, Kaoul 
turned his face upwards and gazed at the stars. 

" YoTi probably do not know, Ghita," he said, " the use those 
stars may be, and are, to us mariners. By their sid, we are 
enabled to tell where we are, in the midst of the broadest 
oceans — to know the points of the compass, and to feel at home 
even when furthest removed from it The seaman must go 
far south of the equator, at least, ere he can reach a spot where 
ho does not see the same stars that he beheld from the door of 
his father's house." 

" That is a new thought to me," answered Ghita, quickly, 
her tender nature at once sU-uck with the feeling and poetry 
of such an idea ; " that is a new thought to me, Raoul ; and I 
wonder you never mentioned it before. It is a great thing to 
be able to carry home and familiar objects with you, when so 
distant from thos« you love." 

"Did you never hear that lovers have chosen an hour and a 
star, by gazing at which they might commune together, though 
separated by oceans and countries 1" 

" That is a question you might put to yourself, Eaoul ; all I 
have ever heard of lovera and love having come from your own 

" Well, then, I (ell it you ; and hope that we shall not part, 
agMn, without selecting our star md our hour— if, indeed, we 
ever part more. Though I have forgotten to toll you this, 
Ghita, it is because you are never absent fi-om my thoughts — 
no star is necessary to recall Monte Argentaro and the Towers." 

If wo should say Ghita was not pleased with this, it would be 
to raise her above an amiable and a natural weakness, Eitoul'a 
protestations never fell dead on her heart ; and few things were 
sweeter, to her ear, than his words, as they declared his devoted- 
ness and passion. The frankness with which he admitt«d his 
delinquencies, and most especially the want of that very religious 
sentiment which was of so much value in the eyes of his mUlress, 
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gave an additional weigtt to his language, when he affirmed 
his love. Notwithstanding Ghita blushed, as she now listened, 
she did not smile; she rather appeared sad. For near a 
minute she made no reply ; and when she did answer, it was in 
a low voice, like one who felt and thought intensely. 

"Those stars may well have a higher office," she said. 
" Look at them, Raoul ; — count them we cannot, for they seem 
to start out of the depths of heaven, one after another, as the 
eye rests upon the space, until they mock our efforts at calcula- 
tion. We see they are there in thousands, and may well 
believe they are in myriads. Now, thou hast been taught, else 
couldst thou never be a navigator, that those stars are worlds, 
like our own, or suns, with worlds sailing around them ; how is 
it possible to see and know this, without believing in a God, and 
feeling the insignificance of our being S" 

" I do not deny that there is a power to govern all this, 
Ghita — but I maintain that it is a principle ; not a being, in oui' 
shape and form ; and that it is the reason of things, rather than 

"Who has said that God is a being in our shape and form, 
Raoul ! None know that — none can know it ; none say it, who 
reverence and worship him as they ought!" 

" Do not your priests say that man has been created in his 
image} and is not this creating him in his form and likeness ?" 

"Nay, not so, dear Raoul, but in the image of his spirit — 
..hat man hath a sonl which partakes, though in a small degree, 
of the imperishable essence of God ; and thus far doth he 
exist in his image. More than this, none have presumed to 
say. But what a being, to be the master of all those bright 
worlds !" 

" Ghita, thou tnow'st my way of thinking on these matters ; 
and thou also know'st that I would not wound thy gentle spirit, 
by a single word that could grieve thee." 

"Nay, Raoul, it is not thy way of thinking, but thy fashion 
of talking, that makes the difference between us. No one who 
thinks, can ever doubt the existence of a being superior to ail of 
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eartli, and of llie uiiivei'se; and wbo is Creator and Master 
of all." 

" Of a prtHciple, if thou wilt, Gliita ; but of a being, I ask for 
tlie proof. Tliat a mighty principle exists, to set all thes^e. 
planets in motion — to create all these stars, and to plant all 
these suns in space, I never douhted ; it would be to question 
a fact ivliioh stands, day and night, bel'oj'e my eyes ; but to 
suppose a being capable of producing all tliese things, is to 
believe in beings I never saw." 

" And why not as well supixtse that it is a being that does all 
this, Raoul, as suppose it what you call a principle?" 

" Because I see principles, beyond my understanding, at wort 
all around me : in yonder heavy frigate, groaning under ber 
load of artillery, which floats on this thin water; in the trees, 
of the land that lies so near us ; in the animals, which are bom, 
and die ; the fishes, the birds, and tlie human beings. But I 
see no being — ^know no being, that b able to do all this." 

"That is because thon know'st not (iod ! He is Uie creator 
of the principles of which thou speak'st, and is greater than thy 
principles tliemselves." 

" It is easy to say this, Ghita — bnt liard to prove. I take 
the acoi-n, and put it in the ground; iu due time it comes up a 
plant ; in the course of years, it becomes a tree. Now, all this 
depends on a certain mysteiious principle, which is unknown to 
me, but which I am sure exists, for I can cause it myself to 
produce its fruits, by merely opening. the earth and laying the 
seed in tte bosom. Nay, I can do more — so well do I nndei'- 
Btand this principle, to a certain extent at least, that, by 
choosing the season and the soil, I can hasten or retard the 
growth of the plant, and, in a manner, fashion the tree." 

"True, llaoul, Ui a certain, extent thou canst; and it is 
precisely because thou hast been created after the image of God. 
The little resemblance thou enjoyest to that Mighty beingenablea 
thee to do this much more tlian the beasts of die field: wertthou 
his equaJ, thou couldst create that principle of which thou speak- 
3st, and which, in thy blindness, thou mistakest for his master." 
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This was said nitli more fptling than Gliita Lad ever he&rQ 
maaifested, in their frequent disumrws on this subjec t, and with 
a solemnity ot tone that startled her bstenei Ghita hid no 
philosophy, in the common acceptation of thetcim wluLEaouI 
fanded he had much, midtr tho hmitatioua of a deficient edu- 
cation; and ^etthe strong rtheioua sentiment of tlie girl so 
quickened Iier tacult es that he had often been mide to wonder 
why she had seemiiiglv the best of tlie argument <.n Tsubject 
in which he flattered himself witli bemg st strong 

"I rather think Ghita, we scircdy underotitid eacli other," 
answered linouL " I pretend not to see any more than is per- 
mitted to man ; or, rather, more than his powei« can compi'e- 
hend ; but this proves nothing, as the elephant imderstanda 
more than tlie horse, and the hoise more thwi the fish. There 
is aprindple which penades everything, which we call Nature; 
and this it is which ims produced these whirling worlds, and all 
tie mysteries of creation. One of ita laws is, that nothing it 
produces shall comprehend its secrets." 

"You have only to feney your prindple a spirit, a being with, 
mind, Itaonl, U> have the Christian's God. "Why not believe m 
him as easily as you believe in your unknown principle, as you 
call it 3 You know that you exist— that you can build a lugger 
— can reason on tlie sun and stars, so as to find your way across 
the widest ocean, by means of your mind ; and why not suppose 
tliat some superior being exists, who can do even more than 
this ! Your principles can be thwarted, even by yourself— the 
seed can be deprived of its power to grow— the tree destroyed ; 
and, if principles can thus be destroyed, some accident may one 
day destroy creation, by destroying its principle. I fear to 
speak to you of revelation, Eaoul, for I know you mock it !" 

" Not when it comes from th)/ lips, dearest. I may not 
believe, but 1 never mofk at what thou utterest and reveren- 
cest." 

"I could thank thee for this, Baonl, but I feel it would be 
taking to myself a homage that ought to bo paid elsewhere, 
But, here is my guitar, and I am sorry to say that the hymn t(3 the^ 
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Virgin has not been sung on board this lugger to-nigLt; thou 
canst not think how sweet is a hymn sung upon the waters. I 
heard the crew that is anchored towards the frigate, anging 
that hymn, while thy men were at their light Provencal songs 
in praise of woman's beauty, instead of joining in praise of 
their Creator." 

" Thou mean'st to sing thy hymn, Ghita, else the guitar would 
not have been mentioned f ' 

" Raoui, I do. 1 have ever found thy soul the softest, after 
holy music. Who knows, but the mercy of God may one day 
touch it, through the notes of this very hymn !" 

Ghita paused a moment, and then her light fingers passed 
over the strings of her guitar, in a solemn symphony ; after 
which came the sweet strains of " Ave Mai'ia," in a voice and 
melody that might, in sooth, have touched a heart of stone. 
Ghita, a Neapolitan by birth, had all her country's love for 
music ; and she had caught some of the science that seems to 
pervade nations in that part of tlie world. Nature had endow- 
ed her with one of the most touching voices of her sex ; one 
leas powerful, than mellow and sweet ; and she never used it in 
a religious office without its becoming tremulous and eloquent 
with fecBng. "While she was now sin^ng this well known 
hymn, a holy hope pervaded her moral system, that, in some 
miracnlous manner, she might become the agent of turning 
Kaoul to the love and worship of God ; and the feeling commu- 
nicated itself to her execution. Never before had she sung so 
well ; as a proof of which, Ithuel left his knight-head, and 
came aft, to listen, while the two French mariners on watch 
temporarily forgot their duty, in entranced attention. 

" If anything coidd make me a believer, Ghita," murmured 
Eaoul, when the last strain had died on the lips of his beloved, 
" it would be to listen to thy melody ! ■\Vhat now. Monsieur 
Etooell! are you, too, a lover of holy music!" 

" This is rare singing. Caption Rule ; bnt we have different 
business on hand. If you will step to the other end of the 
lu^er, you can take a look at the craft that has been crawlingf 
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along, in-ahore of us, for lie last three hoiii^ — there is some- 
thing ahout her that is unnat'ral ; she seems to be dropping 
down nearer to us, while she haa no motion through the water. 
The last circumstance I hold to be unnat'ral mth a vessel 
tliat has all sail set, and in this breeze." 

Kaoiil pressed the hand of Ghita, and whispered her to go 
below, as ho was fearful the air of the night might injure her. 
Ho then went forward, where he could command as good a 
view of the felucca in-shore, as the obscurity of the hour per- 
mitted ; snd lie felt a little uneasiness, when ho foimd how near 
she had got to the lugger. When he last noted her posi- 
tion, this vessel was quite half a mile distant, and appeared to 
be crossing the bows of le Peu-Follet, with sufficient wind to 
have carried her a mile ahead in the interval ; yet could he not 
perceive that she had advanced as fer, in that direction, as she 
had drifted down upon the lu^er the while. 

"Have you been examining her long?" he demanded of the 
New Hampshire man, 

" Ever since she has seemed to stand still ; which is now some 
twenty mimites. She is dull, I suppose, for she has been seve- 
ral hours getting along a lef^e ; and thwe is now air enough 
for such a craft to go three knots to the hour. Her coming 
down upon ns is easily accounted for, there being a considerable 
current ont of tlus river, as you may see by the ripple at our 
own cut-water ; bnt I find nothing (o keep her from going 
ahead at tlie same time. I set her by the light you see, here, in 
the wake of ihe nearest mountain, at least a quarter of an hour 
since, and she has not advanced five times her own length since.'' 

" Tis nothbig but a Corsican coaster, after all, Etooell ; I hard- 
ly think the English would risk our canister again, for the 
pleasure of being beaten off in another attempt 1« board!" 

" They're a spiteful set, aboard the frigate ; and the Lord only 
knows ! See, here is a good heavy night air, and that felucca is 
not a cable's length from na ; set her by the jib-stay^ and judge 
for yourself bow slowly she goes ahead ! That it is, which non- 
plushes me /" 
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Raoul did as tlie other desired, and, allcr a sliort trial, ha 
found that the coaster had no perceptible motion ahead, while, 
it was certain she was drifting down with the current directly 
athwart the lugger's hawse. This satisfied him that she must 
have drags astern ; a, eircumstanee that at once denoted a hos- 
tile intention. The enemy was probably on board the felucca, 
in force ; and it was incumbent on him to inalie immediate 
preparations for defence. 

Still, Kaoul was reluctant to disturb his people. Like all 
firm and cool men, he was averse to the parade of a (also alarm ; 
and it seemed so improbable that the lesson of the morn- 
ing was so soon forgotten, that he could hardly peRuade him- 
self to believe his senses. Then the men had been very hard 
at work throughout the day ; and most of them were sleeping 
the sleep of the weary. On the other hand, every rmnute 
brought the coaster nearer, and increased the danger, should 
the enemy be really in possesion of her. Under all the eircum- 
Btances, he determined, first, to hail ; hnowing that his crew 
could be got up in a minute, and that they sJept with arms at 
their sides, under an apprehension that a boat attack might 
possibly be attempted in the course of the night 

" Felucca, ahoyl" called out the captain of !e Feu-Follet, the other 
craft being too near to render any great effort of the voice -necessary; 
" What felucca is that ! and why have you so great a drift ?" 

" La Bella Corsienne !" was the answer, in a patois, half 
French, half Italian, as Raoul expected, if all were right. "We 
are bound into la Padulella; and wish to keep in with the land 
to hold the breeze the longer. We are no gi'cat sailer at the 
best, and have a drift, beeaiise we ate just now in the strength 
of the current." 

" At this rate, you will come athwart my hawse. You know 
I am armed, and cannot suffer that !" 

" All, Signore, we are friends of the republic, and would not 
harm you if we could. We hope you will not injure poor 
mariners like us. We will keep away, if you please, and pass 
under jonr stern—" 
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This proposition was made so suddenly ai d so miexpectedlj, 
that Kaoul had aot time to object ; and had he been disposed 
to do so, tlie execution was too prompt to allow him tlie means. 
Tho felucca foil broad otf, and came down almost in a direct 
line for the lugger's bows, before the wind and current ; moving 
fast enough now to satisfy all ItLuel's scruples. 

" Call all hands to repel boarders !" cried Raoul, springing 
aft to the capstan, and seizing his own ?nns — " Come up lively, 
mes en/mis ! — here is treachery !" 

'I"hese woids were hardly uttered before lisoul was back on 
the heel of the bowsprit, and the moat active of his men— some 
five or six at most— began to show themselves on deck. In 
that brief space, the felucca liad got within eighty yards, when, 
to the surprise of all in the lugger, she luffed into (he wind 
again, and drifted down, until it was apparent that she was foul 
of the lugger's cable, her stern swinging round directly on the 
latter's stai'board bow. At that instant, or just as the two ves- 
sels came in actual contact, and Raoul'g men were thronging 
around him to meet the expected attack, the sounds of oars, 
pulled for life or death, were heard, and flames burst upwards 
fi'om the open hatch of the coaster. Then a boat was dimly 
seen gliding away in a Une with the hull, by the glowing 
light. 

" Un brillot ! — un brfllot ! — a fireehip !" exclaimed twenty 
voices together, the horror that mingled in the cries proclaiming 
Uie extent of a danger which is, perhaps, the most territio that 
seamen can encounter. 

But the voice of Raoul Yvard was not among them. The 
moment his eye caught the first gUmpse of the flames, he dis- 
appeared irom the bowsprit. He might have been absent about 
twenty seconds. Then he was seen on the taffrail of the felucca, 
with a spare shank-painter, which had been lying on the fore- 
castle, on his shoulder, 

" Antotne I — Francois ! — Gr^goire ! "—he called out, in a 
voice of thunder, — " follow me ! — the rest, clear away the caTjlo 
and bend a hawser to the better end !" 
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ITie people of le Feu-FoUet were trained to order and impli- 
cit obedience. By this time, too, the lieutenants mere among 
them ; and the men set about doing as they had been directed. 
Raonl hitoself passed into the felucca, followed by the three 
men he had selected by name. The adventurers had no difB- 
culty, as yet, in eseaping the tlames, thoi^h, by this time, they 
were pouring upwards from the hatch in a torrent. As Eaoal 
siwpected, his cable had been grappled ; and, seiang the rope, 
he tightened it to a severe strdn, securing the in-board part 
Then he passed down to the cable himself, directing his com- 
panions to hand him the rope-end of the shank-painter, which 
he fastened to the cable by a jamming bitch. This took half-a- 
minute ; in half-a-minute more, he was on the felucca's forecastle 
awain. Here the chain was easily passed through a hawse-hole ; 
and a knot tied, with a raarhnespike passed through its centre. 
To pass the fire, on the return, was now a serious matter ; Imt 
it was done without injury, Raoul driving his companions before 
him. No sooner did his foot reach the bows of le Feu-PoUet, 
again, than he shouted — 

" Veer away !— pay out cable, men, if yon would save our 
beantifid lugger from destruction !" 

Nor was there a moment to spare. The lugger took the 
cable that was given her, fast enough, under the pressure of the 
current, and helped by the breeze ; but at firat, the fire-vessel, 
already a sheet of flame, her decks having been saturated with tar, 
seemed disposed to accompany her. To the delight of all in the 
lu^er, however, the stern of the fehicca was presently seen to 
sepai'ate from tbeir on-n bows ; and a sheer having been ^ven 
to le Feu-FoUet, by means of the helm, in a few seconds even 
her bowsprit and jib had cleared the danger. The felucca rode 
stationary, while the lugger dropped astern, fathom after fathom, 
until she lay more than a hundred yards distant from the fiery 
mass. As a matter of course, while the cable was paid out, the 
portion to which the lanyard, or rope part of the shank-painter 
was fastened, dropped into the water, while the felucca rode by 
tlie chain. 
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These events occupied less than five minutes ; and all had 
been done with a steadiness and promptitude that seemed more 
bke instinct than reason. Raoul's voice was not heard, except 
in the few orders mentioned ; and when, by the glaring light 
which illuminated all in the lugger and the adjacent water to 
Borne distance, nearly to the brightness of noon-day, he saw 
Ghita gazing at the spectacle in awed admiration and terrw, he 
went to her, and spoke as if the whole were merely a IniUlant 
spectacle, devised for their amusements 

" Our girandola is second only to that of St. Peter," he said, 
smilmg. "Twas a narrow escape, love; but, thanks to thy 
God, if thou wilt it shall be so, we have received no harm." 

" And you have been the agent of his goodness, Raoul ; I 
have witnessed all from this spot The call to the men brought 
me on deck ; and, oh ! how I trembled, as I saw you on the 
flaming mass !" 

" It has been cunningly planned, on the part of Messieurs lea 
jVnglais ; but it has signally failed. That coaster has a cargo of 
tar and navai stores on board ; and, capturing her this evening, 
they have thought to extinguish our lantern by the brighter and 
fiercer flame of their own. But, le Feu-Follet will shine again, 
when their fire is dead !" 

" & there, then, no danger that the brulot will yet come down 
: pon us — she ia fearfully near !" 

" Not sufficiently so to do us harm ; more specially as our 
sails are damp with dew. Here she cannot come, so long as 
our cable stands ; and, as that is under water where she lies, it 
cannot bum. In half-an-hour there will be Utde of lier left ; and 
we will enjoy the bonfire while it lasts." 

And, now tlie fear of danger was past, it was a sight truly to 
be enjoyed. Every anrioua and curious face in the lugger was 
to be seen, under that briUiant light, turned towards the glowing 
mass, as the sun-flower follows the great source of heat, in hk 
track athwart the heavens ; while the spare, sails, guns, and even 
the smallest object on board the lugger, started out of the 
obscurity of night into the brightness of such an illumination, 
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as if composing parts of some brilliant scenic display. But b( 
fierce a flame soon exhausted itself. Ere long, the felucca's 
masts fell, and with them a pyramid of fire. Then the glowing 
deck tumbled in ; and, finally, timber after timber, and plank 
after plank fell, until the conflagration, in a great measure, 
extdnguished itself in the water on which it floated. An hour 
after the flamgs appeared, httle remained but the embers which 
were glowing in the hold of the wreck. 
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Eaoul was not mistaken aa to fie manner in which they 
were obtained, and the meana employed by his enemies. The 
frigate had found one, of the feluccas loaded with naval stores, 
induding some ten or fiflflen barrels of tar; and it instantly 
struck Griffin, who was burning to revenge tho defeat of the 
morning, that the prize might be converted into a fire-veesel. 
As the second lieutenant volunteered to cany her in, always a 
desperate service, Cuffe gave his consent. Nothing could have 
b«en better managed than the whole duty connected with this 
exploit, including the manner in which our hero saved his vessel 
from desti'uction. The frigate kept between her prize and the 
lugger, to conceal the feet that a boat remained on board the 
fonner ; and, when all was ready, tlie felucca was apparently 
permitted to proceed on her voyage. The other two prizes were 
allowed to go fi^e, also, as doalB lo the whole affair. GrifBn, 
aa has been seen, kept standing in for the land ; his object 
being to get up stream fixim the lu^;er, and aa near her as 
possible. When he found himself almost as fc ahead as was 
desirable, dr^ were used, to keep the craft stationary; and, in 
this manner, she drifted down on her intended victim, as has 
been already described. But for the sagacity and uneasiaeas 
•rf Ithuel, the plan would altogether have eseap^il detection ■ 
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and, but for the coolneea, courage, and resources of Raonl, it 
would infallibly tave succeeded, notwitiistanding the suspidona 
that had been excited. 

Cuffe, and the people on deck, watehed the whole aSair with 
the deepest interest. They were barely able to see the sails of 
the felueea, by means of a night-glaaa, as she was dropping down 
on the lugger ; -and Yelverton had just exclaimed that the two 
vessels were foul of each other, when the flames broke out. As 
a matter of course, at that distance, both craft seemed on fire ; 
and when le Feu-Follet had dropped a hundred yards nearer to 
the frigate, leaving the felucca blazing, the two were so exactly 
in a line, as to bring them together, as seen from the former's 
decks. The English expected every moment to hear the 
explosion of the lugger's magazine ; but, as it did not happen, 
theycameto the conclusion it had been drowned. As for Griffin, 
he pulled in-shorc, both to avoid the fire of le Feu-FoUet, in 
passing her broadside, and in the hope^ of intercepting Raoul, 
while endeavoring to escape in a boat. He even went to a 
landing in the river, quite a league from the anchorage, and 
waited there until long past midnight, when, finding the night 
beginning to cloud over, and tlie obscurity to increase, he 
returned to the fiigate, ^ving the smouldering wreck a wide 
berth, for fear of accidents. 

Such, then, was the state of things, when Captain Cufie 
appeared on deck, just as the day began to dawn, on the follow- 
ing morning. He had f^ven orders to be called at that hour, 
and was now all impatience to get a view of the sea, more 
particulariy in-shorc. At length the curtain b^n slowly to 
rise, and his view extended further and fiirther towards the river, 
until all was visible, even to the very land. Not a craft of any 
sort was in sight. Even the wreck had disappeared, though 
this was subsequenUy discovered in the surf; having diiiW out 
with the current, until it struck an eddy, which carried it in 
again, when it was finally stranded. No vestige of le Peu-Follef, 
however, was to be seen. Not even a tent on the shore, a 
wandering "wat, a drifting spar, or a rag of a sail ! All had 
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dwappoai-ed, uo doubt, in the conflagration. As Cuffs went 
below, he walked with a more erect mien than he had done 
Eince tlie aftiir of the previous morning : and as he opened hia 
writing-^csk, it was with the manner of one entirely satisfied 
with himaelf^ and his own exertions. Still, a generous regi'et 
mingled with Ha triumpt. It was a great thing to have 
destroyed the moat pernicious privateer that sailed out of Fi-Mice ; 
and yet it was a melancholy iate to befall seventy or cighiy 
human beings— to perish hke so many curhng caterpillar, 
destroyed by fire. Nevertheless, the thing was done ; and it 
muat be reported to the authorities above him. The following 
letter was consequently written to the commanding of&cer In 
tbat sea, viz : 



My Lord — I have the satisfaction of reporting, for the infor- 
mation of my Lords Commissioners of tie Admiralty, the 
destruction of the Republican privateer, the le Few-Folly, 
commanded by the notorious Raoul Yvard, on the night of the 
22d inst. The circumstances attending this important success 
are as follows. Understanding that the celebrated picaroon had 
been on the Neapolitan and Roman coasts, doing much mischief, 
I took his Majesty's ship close in, following up the peninsula, 
with the land in sight, until we got through tiie Canal of Elba, 
early on the morning of the 21st. On opening Porto Ferrajo 
bay, we saw a lugger lying at anchor off the town, with Enghsh 
{^lors flying. As this was a fri^dly port, we could not suppose 
the ci'aft to be the le Few-Folly ; but, determined to make sure, 
we beat in, signaUing the sti'anger, until he took advantage of 
om stretching well over to the eastward, to shp round the rocks, 
and get off to-windward. We followed, for a short distance, and 
then ran over under the lee of Capraya, where we remained 
until the morning of the 22d, when we again went off the town. 
We found the lugger in the offing ; and being now well satisfied 
of her character, and it falling calm, I sent the boats after her, 
under Messrs, Winchester and Griffin, the first and second of 
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this ship. Afer a sharp skirmish, in which we sustained Bome 
loss, though that of the Repubricans was evidentiy much greater, 
Monsieur Yvard succeeded in effecting his escape, in conaequeuije 
of a breeze's suddenly sprin^ng up. Sail was now laatle ou Iha 
ship, and ive chased the lugger into the mouth of the Golo. 
Having fortunately captured a felucca, with a quantity of tsi 
and- other combustible materials on board, as we drew in with 
the land, I determined to make a flre-ship of her, and to destroy 
the enemy by that mode ; he having anchored within the shoals, 
beyond the reach of shot. Mr. Winchester, the first, having 
been wounded in the boat-affair, I intrusted the execution of 
this duty to Mr. Griffin, who handsomely volunteered, and by 
whom it was effectually discharged, about ten last evening, in 
the coolest and most officer-like manner. I inclose this gentle- 
man's report of the affair, and beg leave to recommend him to 
the fevor of my Lords Commiasioners. "With Mr. Winchester's 
good conduct, under a sharp fire, in the morning, the service has 
also every reason to be satisfied. I hope this valuable officer 
will soon be able to return to duty. 

Permit me to congratulate you, my lord, on the complete 
destruction of this most pernicious cruiser of the enemy. So 
effectual has it been, that not a spar, or a fragment of wreck, 
remains. We have reason to ihink every soul on board 
perished ; and though this fearful loss of human hfe is to be 
deeply deplored, it has been made in the service of good 
government and religion. The lugger was filled with loose 
women ; our people hearing them singing their philosophical 
and irreligious songs, as they approached with the fii'e-vessel. 
I shall search the coast for any rafts that may be drifting about, 
and then proceed to Leghorn for fresh provisions. 
I have the honor to be, my lord, 

Your lordship's most obedient servant, 
Richard Cuffs. 

To Rwu Admtol the Right Hon. Loril Nebmi, 
Daks uf Bronls, lu^ tK„ &c. 

Oufe read this report over twice ; then he sent for Griflta, to 
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wJiom he read it aloud, glancing his eye meanlugly at his 
subordinate, when he came to the part where he spoke of the 
yonng man's good conduct. 

" So much for that d d Jack-o'-Lantern, Griffin ! I fancy 

it will lead no one else on a wild-goose chase." 

"I trust not, sir. Will you allow mc to surest a slight 
altecation in the spelling of the lugger's name. Captain Cuffe ; 
the clerk can make it, when he writes out the letter ^rly." 

" Aye— I dare say it is different from what we would have it ; 
French spelling being no great matter, in general. Put it as 
you please ; though Nelson has as great a, contempt for their 
boasted philosophy and learning as I have myself. I fancy yon 
wiU find all the English spelt right. How do yow write their 
confounded gibberish i" 

" Feu-Follet, sir, pronouncing the last part of it foWay ; not 
fol-/y. I was thinking of asking leave, Captain Cuife, to faka 
one of the cutters, and pull up to the lugger's anchorage, and 
see if anything can be found of her wreck. The ship will hardly 
get under-way until the westerly wind comes." 

" No ; probably not. I wiD order my gig manned, and we'll 
go t{^ther. Poor Winchester must keep house awhile; so 
there is no use in asking him. I saw no neceissity for puttdag 
Nelson into a passion, by saying anything about the exact 
amount of our loss in that boat scrape, GrifBn." 

" I i^'ee with you, sir, that it is best as it is. ' Some loss' 
coveis everything- — it means ' more or less.' " 

" That was just my notion. I dare say there may have been 
twenty women in the lugger." 

" I can't answer for the number, sir ; but I heard female sing- 
ing as we got near, in the fire-ship ; and think it likely there 
may have been that number. The lugger was full-manned; 
for they were like bees swaiming on her forecastle, when 
we were dropping foul. I saw Raoul Yvard by the light of Qi6 
£re, as plainly as I now see you, and might have picked him 
off with a musket ; but that would hardly have been honoi^ 
able." 
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To thia Cuffe assented, and then he led Ihe way on deck, 
having previously ordered the boats manned TJie two ofBcere 
proceeded to the spot where they supposed the Feu-Follet had 
been anchored, and rowed round for near an hour, endeavoring 
to find some itftom of her wreck on the bottom. Griffin sug- 
gested that, when the magazine was drowned, in the huny and 
contusion of the moment, the cock may have been left open — a 
circumstance that might very well have carried down the bot- 
tom of so small a vessel, in two or three hours ; more especially 
afler her huU had burnt to the water's edge. The nest thing 
■was to find this bottom, by no means a hopeless task, as the 
waters of the Mediterranean are usually so cleat that the eye can 
penetrate several fethoms, even off the mouth of the Golo — a 
stream that brought more or less dfebvis from the mountains, 
It is scarcely necessary to say, that the search was not rewarded 
with success, the Feu-FoUet tieing, just at that time, snug 
at anchor at Eastia, where her people had already taken out 
her wounded mainmast, with a view to step a new one in 
its place. At that very moment, Carlo Ginntotardi, his niece, 
and Raoul Yvard, were waiting up the principal street of the 
town, the place standing on a hill, tike Porto Fen'ajo, perfectly 
at their ease, as regards fire-ships, English fiigates, and the dan- 
gers of the seas. But all this was a profound mystery to Cnffe 
and his companions, who had long been in the habit of putting 
the most tavorable constructions on the results of their profes- 
sional undertakings, and certainly not altogether without reason ; 
and who nothing doubted that le Feu-Follet had, to use their 
own language, " laid her bones somewhere along-shore, here." 

Ailet two or three hours passed in fruitless search, Cuffe 
determined to return to his ship. He was a keen sportsman, 
and had brought a fowhng-piece with him in his gig, with 
3 half-formed design of landing, and whiUng away the time, 
nntil the westerly wind came, among some marshes that he 
saw near the shore ; but had been persuaded by Griffin not to 
venture- 

" Then must be woodcock in that wet ground, Griffin," h« 
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BaJd, as he reluctantly yielded a little in his iatenfion ; " and 
Winchester would fancy a bird exceedingly in a day or two. 
I never was hit in my life that I did not feel a desire for game, 
after the fever was gone. Snipe, too, must Uve on the banks of 
that stream. Snipe are coming in season now, Griffin ?" 

" It's more likely, sir, that some of the privateersmen have got 
ashore on planks and empty casks, and are prowUng about 
in the weeds, watching our boats. Three or four of them would 
be too much for you, Captain Cuffe, as the scoundrels all carry- 
knives as long as ship's cutlasses," 

"I suppose your notion may be true; and I shall have 
to give it up. Pull back to the frigate, Davy, and we'll be off 
after some more of these French ragamuffins." 

This settled the matter. In half-an-hour the boats were 
swinging at the Prc«erpine's quarters ; and three hours later the 
ship was under her canvas, standing slowly off the land. That 
day, however, the zephyr was exceedingly hght, and the sun set 
just as the ship got the small island of Pianosa abeam ; when 
the air came from the northward, and the ship's head was laid 
in to the eastward ; the course lying between the land just men- 
tioned, and that of Elba. All night the Proserpine was slowly 
fanning her way along the south side of the latter island, when, 
getting the southerly au' again in the morning, she reappeared 
in the Canal of Piombino, as the day advanced, precisely as she 
had done before, when first introduced to the acqumntance 
of the reader. Cuffe had given orders to be called, as usual, 
when the light was about to return ; it being a practice with 
him, in that active and pregnant war, to be on deck at such 
moments, in order to ascertain, with his own eyes, what the 
fortunes of the night had brought within his reach. 

" Well, Mr. Griffin," he said, as soon as he had received 
the salutation of the ofBcei^of the watch, " you have had a still 
night of it Yonder Is the Point of Piombino, I see ; and here 
we have g»t Elba, and this iittle rocky island again, on gui lai'- 
board hand. One d^y is surprising!*- like another about these 
times, for us marineis in p.rLio'i!:tr,'' 
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" Do you really think so, Captain Cuffe ?— Now, to my 
notion, tlus day hasn't had its equal on ihe Proserpine's log, 
«nce wo got hold of I'Epervier and her convoy. You forget, sir, 
that we destroyed le Feu-Follet last night !" 

" Aye — that is something — eapedally for you, Griffin. Well, 
Nelson will hear of it by mail, aa soon as we can get into Leg- 
horn, which will be immediately after I have had an opportunity 
of communicating with these people in Porto Ferrajo. After all 
that has passed, the least we can do is, to let your veechy-govem- 
the-tories know of our success." 

" Sail, ho !" shouted the look-out, on the fbretopsaifj'ard. 
The two officers turned, and gazed round them in every 
direction, when the eaptmn made the customary demand of 
" Where-away !" 

'* Here, ar, close aboard of us, on onr larboard hand, and on 
our weather quarter." 

" On our weather quarter ! — D n me if that &i,rt be true, 

Griffin. There is nothing hut the island there. The fellow can- 
not have mistaken this little island for the hull of a ship ?" 

" If he has, sir," answered Griffin, laughing, " it must be for 
a twenty-decker. That is Ben Brown aloft; and he is as good 
a look-out as we have in the ship." 

"Do you see her, sir?" demanded Ben Brown, looking over 
his shoulder to put the question. 

" Not 3 bit of her," cried Cuffe. " You must be dreamuig, 
fellow. "Wbat does she look hke ?" 

" There, this small island shuts her in from the deck, sir. 
She is a lugger ; and looks as much like the one we burnt last 
night, sir, as one of our catheads is like t'other." 

"A lugger!" exclaimed Cuffe. "T^Tiat, another of the 
blackguards ! By Jove ! I'll go aloft, and take a look for 
myself. It'a ten to one that I see Iffir fi^ro the maintop." 

in three minutes more. Captain Cuffe was in the top in 
quMtiun ; haiinsf psssed through the lubber-hole, as every 
sensible man does, in i. fliif-^tc, more GS]ieeially when she stands 
up for want of wind. That -. t^ -m ag« in whi-ih pr-Mnotion wm 
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r^d, there being few grey-bearded lieutenants, tlien, in the 
£^tisfa marine ; and even admirals were not wanting who had 
not cut aii their wisdom-teeth. Cuffe, consequently, was stJU a 
young man ; and it cost him no great effort to get up his ship's 
ratlins in the manner named. Once in the top, he had all his 
eyes about him. For quite a minute he stood motionless, 
gazing in the direction that had been pointed out by Ben Brown. 
All this time Griffin stood on the quarter-deck, looking quite as 
intently at his superior as the latter gazed at the strange sail, 
Then Cuffe deigned to cast a glance literally beneath him, in 
order to ^pease the curiosity, which, he well understood, it was 
so natural for the officer of the watch to feel. Griffin did not 
dare to ask his captain what he saw ; but he looked a volume 
of questions on the Jnteresting subject. 

" A sister corsair, by Jupiter Ammon !" cried Cuffe ; " a limn 
sister, too ; for they are as much alike as one cat-head is like 
another. More too, by Jove, if I am any judge." 

" "What will you have ua do, Captsun Cuffe ?" inquired the 
lienteaanL " We are now going to leeward, all the while. I 
don't know, sir, that there is positively a current here, but — " 

" Very well, sir — very weil — ^haul up on the larboard tack, as 
soon as possible, and get the larboard batteries clear. We may 
have to cripple the chap, in order to get hold of him." 

As this was said, Cuffe descended through the same lubber- 
hole, and soon appeared on deck. The ship now became a 
scene of activity and bustle. All hands were called, and the 
guns were cleared away by some, while others braced the yards, 
according to the new hue of sailing. 

The reader would be greatly juded, in undei'standing what is 
to follow, could he, perchance, cast a look at a map of the coast 
of Italy. He will there see that the eastern side of the Island 
of Elba runs in a nearly aorth and south direction, Piombino 
lying off about north-north-east from its northern extremity. 
Near this northern extremity lies the httle rocky islet, so often 
mentioned, or the spot which Napoleon, fifteen years later, 
wlected as the adv.-mced redoubt of his insular empire. Of 
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COUTM, the Proaerpine was on one side of this islet,' And 'tte 
Strange Iw^er on the other. The first had got so far through 
the Canal, as to he ahle to haul close upon the wind, on the 
larboard tack, and yet to clear the islet ; while the last was just 
fer enough to windward, or sufficiently to iho southward, to be 
shut out fi'om view from the fiigate'a decks, by the in(;ervening 
rocks. As the distance frorn the islet to the island did not 
much exceed a hundred or two yards, Captjun OufFe hoped to 
inclose his chase between himself and the land, never dreaming 
that the stranger would think of standing through so narrow 
and rocky a pass. He did not know his man, however, who 
was Raoul Yvard ; and who had como this way, from Baatia, in 
the hope of escaping any further collision with his formidable 
foe. He had seen the frigate's lofty sails,, above the rock, aa 
soon as it was light ; and being under no hallucination on the 
subject of her existence, he knew her at a glance. His first 
order was to haal everything as flat as possible ; and his great 
'desire was, to get from under the lee of the mountains of Hba 
into this very pass, through which the wind drew with more 
force than it blew anywhere near by. 

As the Proserpine was quite a league off, in the Canal, 
le Feu-Follet, which swled so much the festest in light winds, 
had abundance of time to effect her object. Injt^ of avoiding 
the narrow pass between the two islands, Raoul ghded boldly 
into it; and, by keeping vigilant eyes on his foi-e-yard, to 
apprise him of danger, he succeeded in making two stretches 
in the strwt itself, coming out to the southward on the 
starboard tack, handsomely clearing the end of the islet at the 
very instant the frigate appeared on the other side of the pass. 
The lugger had now an easy task of it ; for she had only to 
watch her enemy, and tack in season, to keep the islet between 
them ; since the English did not da* to carry so large a ship 
through so narrow an opening. This advantage Raoul did not 
overlook, and Cuffe had gone about twice, closing, each time, 
jiearer and nearer to the islet, before he was satisfied that his 
guns would be of no service until ho could at least wetrtUeir the 
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fflrtervening object ; nfter which they would ooat probably bo 
useless, in so light a wind, by the distance between thena and 
their enemy. 

" Never mind, Mr, Griflin ;, let this scamp go,'' aaid the cap- 
tain, when ho made this material discovery ; " it is pretty 
Well to have cleared the seaa of one of them. Besides, we do 
not know that this in an enemy at all. He showed no colors, 
and seems to have jnst come out of Porto Ferrajo, a friendly 

" Baoul Yvard did that, sir, not once, but twice," muttered 
Yelverton, who, from the circumstance that he had not been 
employed in tha different attempts on le Feu-Follet, was one of 
the very few dissentients in the ship touching her fate. " These 
twins are exceedingly alike ; especially Pomp, as the American 
negro said of his twin children." 

This remark passed unheeded ; for so deep was the delusion, 
in Uie ship, touching the deatmction of the privateer, it would 
have been as hopeless an attempt to try to persuade her offi- 
cers, and people generally, that le Feu-Follet was not burned, 
as it would be to induce a " jjreat nation" to believe that it had 
any of the weaknesses and foibles that confessedly beset smaller 
communities. The Proserpine was put about again, and, set- 
ting her ensi^, she stood into the bay of Porto Ferrajo ; anchcff- 
ing quite near tlie place that Kaoul had selected for the same 
purpose, on two previous occasions. The gig was lowered, and 
Ouffe, accompanied by Griffin as an interpreter, landed, to pay 
the usual visit of ceremony to the authorities. 

The wind being so light, several hours were necessary to effect 
all these changes ; and, by the time the two officers were ascend 
ing the terraced street, the day had advanced sufficiently to 
render the visit suitable as to time. Cuffe appearing in full 
uniform, with epaulettes and sword, his approach attracted 
notice ; and Vito Viti hurried off to apprise his friend of the 
bone* he was about to receive. The vice-govematore was not 
taken by surprise, therefore, but had some little time to prepare 
his excuses for being the dupe of a fraud as impudent as that 
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which Eaotil Yvard bad so snccessftiDy practised on him. The 
reception was dignified, though couTteous ; and it had none the 
leas of ceremony, from the cii-euroB times that aJl which was said 
by the respective coUoquisia had to be translated before it could 
be Mnderstood. This circiinistitnce rendered the few first 
minutes of the interview a little constrained ; but each party 
having something on his mind, of which it was his desire to be 
reheved, natural feeling soon got the better of forms. 

" I ought to explain to you, Sir Cuffe, the manner in which 
a recent event occurred in our bay, here," observed the vice- 
govematore ; " since, without such explanation, you might be 
apt to consider us neglectful of our duties, and unworthy of the 
trust which the Grand Duke reposes in us. I allude, as you 
will at onco understand, to the circumstance that le Feu-Follet 
has twice been lying peaceably under the guns of our batteries, 
while her commander, and, indeed, some of her crew, have been 
hospitably entertained on shore." 

" Such things must occur, in times like these, Mr. Veechy- 
Govematory ; and we seamen set them down to the luck of 
war," Cuffe answered graciously, being much (oo magnanimous, 
under his own success, to think of judging others too harshly, 
" It might not be so easy to deceive a man-of-war's-man like 
myself; but, I dare say, Veechy-Govematory, had it been 
anything relating to the administration of your Ettle island, here, 
even Monsieur Yvard would have foun'3 you too much for bun !" 

The reader iviH perceive that Cuffe had got a new way of 
pronouncing the appellation of the Elban functionary ; a cir- 
cumstance that was owing to the desire we all have, when 
addressing foreigners, to speak in their own language rather 
than in our own. The worthy captain had no more precise 
ideas of what a tiiw-govemor means, than the American people, 
just now, seem to possess of the signification of mce-preaident ; 
but, as he had discovered that the word was pronounced 
" veechy," in Italian, he was quite willing to give it its true 
sound; albeit a smile stru^led round the mouth of GrifQn 
while he listened 
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" You do me no more than juatrce, Signer Kooffe, or Sir 
Kooffe, as, I presume, I ought to adJtess you," answered the 
functionary; "for, in matters touching our duties on shore 
here, we are by no means as ignorant as on matters tjucLing 
your honorable calling. This Raoul Yvard pre<iented himself 
to me in the character of a British officer, one I es1«em and 
respect ; having audacioi»ly assumed the name of a family of 
high condition, and of great power, I believe, among your 
people — " 

" Ah— the Barone !" exclaimed Cuffe, who, having discovered 
by his intercourse with the southern Italians that this word 
meant a " rascal " as well as a " baron," was fond of usmg it 
on suitable occasions. " Pray, Veechy-Governatory, what name 
did he assume ? Ca'endish, or Howard, or Seymour, or some 
of those great nobs, Griffin, I'll engage ! I wonder that ho 
spared Nelson !" 

"No, Signore, he took the family appellation of another 
illustrioua race. The republican corsair presented himself before 
me as a Sir Smees — the son of a certain Milordo Smces." 

" Smees — Smees — Smees ! — I've no recollection of any such 
uMne in the peerage. It can't be Seymour that the Veechy 
means ! — That is a great name, certainly ; and some of them 
have been in the service ; it is possible this barone may have 
had the impudence to hail for a Seymour !" 

" I rather think not^ Captmn Cuffe. ' Smees' is very much 
as an Italian would pronounce 'Smith,' as, you know, the 
French call it ' Smeet.' It will turn out that this Mr. Eaoul 
has seized upon the ihst Enghsh name be fell in with, as a man 
overboard clutches at a spar adrift, or a life-buoy ; and that 
happened to be ' Smith.' " 

" Who the devil ever heard of a my lord Smith I A pretty 
sort of aristocracy we should have. Griffin, if it were made up 
of such fellows !" 

"Why, sir, the name can make no great difference; the 
deeds and the antiquity forming the essentials." 

" And "ne assumed a title too — Sir Smees ! — I dare say he 
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was ready fo swear His Majesty made him a Knight Banneret, 
under the royal ensign, and on tJie deck of his own sliip ; as 
was done with some of the old admirals. The veechy, however, 
has forgotten a part of the story, as it must have been Sir John, 
or Sir Thomas Smees, at least" 

" No, sir ; that is the way with the French and the Italiaojs, 
who do not understand our manner of using Christian names 
with titles ; as in our Sir Edwards, and Lord Uarties, and Lady 
Betties." 

" Blast the French. ! I can beheve anything of Ikem, though 
I should have thought that these Italians knew better. How- 
ever, it may he well to give the veechy a hint of what we have 
been saying, or it may seem rude — and, harli'ye, Griffin, while 
you are about it, rub him down a little touching books, and that 
sort of thing ; for the surgeon tells me he has heard of him, in 
I^ghom, as a regular leaf-cutter.'' 

The heutenant did as ordered, throwing in an allusion to 
Andrea's reputation for learning, that, under the circumstances, 
was not ill-timed ; and which, as it was well enough expressed, 
was exceedingly grateful to his listener just at that awkward 
moment. 

" My claims to literature are but small, Signore," answered 
Andrea, with humihty, " as I beg you will inform Sir Kooffe ; 
but they were sufficient to detect certain a'isimiptions of this 
coi-sair ; a chcumstance that came very near bringing about an 
exposure at a most critical moment. He had the audacity, 
Signore, to wish to persuade me that there was a certain Eng- 
lish orator of the same name, and of equal merit of him of 
Roma and Pompeii- — one Sir Cicero I" 

" The Barone !" again excldmed Cuffe, when this new offence 
of Raoul's was expired to him. " I behevo the rascal was up 
to anything. But there is an end of him, now, with all his Sir 
Smees and Sir Ciceroes into the bargain. Just let the veechy 
into the secret of the fellow's fate. Griffin." 

Griffin then related to the rice-govematore the manner in 
whidi it was supposed that le Feu-FoUet, Raoul Yvard, and all 
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his aasodaffis, had been consumed, like caterpillars on a tree. 
Andrea Barrofeldi listened, with a proper degree of horror 
expressed in his countenance ; but Vito Viti heard the tale with 
signs of indifference and incredulity that he did not cai'e to con- 
ceal. INevei-thelesa, Griffin persevered, until ho had even 
given an account of the manner in which he and Cuffe exa- 
mined the lugger's anchorage, in the booties attempt to discover 
the wreck. 

To all this the two functionaries listened with profound 
sttection, and a lively surprise. After looking at each other 
several times, and exchanging significant gestures, Andrea 
assumed the office of explmning. 

" There is some extraordinary mistake in this, Signer Tenente " 
he sMd ; " for Raoul Yvard still Uves. He passed this promon- 
tory just as day dawned in his lugger, this very morning I" 

" Aye, ho has got that notion from having seen the fellow we 
fell in with off the harbor here," answered Cuffe, when this 
speech was translated to him ; " and I don't wonder at it, for 
the two vessels were surprisingly alike. But the Barone that 
we saw burned with our own eyes, Griffin, can never float again. 
I say Barono ; for, in my opinion, the Few-Folly was just as 
much of a rascal as her commander, and all who sailed in her." 

Griffin explained this ; hut it met with no favor from the two 
Italians. 

"Not so, Signor Tenente — not so," returned the vice-gover- 
natore ; "the lu^^er that passed tliis morning, we know to bo 
le Fen-FoUet, inasmuch as she took one of our own feluccas, in 
the course of the night, coming from Livomo, and Raoul Yvard 
permitted her to come in, as he said to her padrone, on account 
of the civil treatment he had received while lying in our port. 
Nay, he even carried his presumption so far, as to send me, by 
means of the same man, the compliments of ' Sir Smeos,' and 
his hopes of bwng able, some day, to make his acknowledgments 
in pei'son." 

The English Captain received this intelligence as might be 
expected ; and unpleasant as it was, after putting various ques- 
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tions to the vice^vernatore, and receiving tlie answers, he was 
obliged, unwillingly enough, io belifcvo it all. He had brought 
his official report in his pocket ; and, as the conversation pro- 
ceeded, he covertly tore it into fragments so small that even a 
Mahommedan would reject them, as not lai^ enough to write 
the word " Allah" on. 

" It's d h lucky, Griffin, that fetter didn't get to Leghorn, 

this morning," he said, after a bug pause. "Nelson would 
have Bronted me fkraonsly, had he got it ! Yet, I never 
beheved half as devoutly in the twenty-nine articles as — " 

" I beheve tliere are thiriy nine of them, Ciptain Cuffe," 
modestly put in Griffin. 

"Well, thirtif-mne, if jou will — what sigmfles fen, more or 
less, in such matters ? A man ja ordered to beheve them all, 
if there were a hundred But I never believed m th^m as 
devoutly aa 1 believed in the destruction of fJiat intern il picaroon. 
My faith is umettled for life !" 

Griffin offered a few words of condolence, but he was also too 
much mortified to he very able to administer consolation. 
Andi'ea Barrofaldi, iinderstanding the state of the ease, now 
interposed with his courtesies, and the two officers were invited 
to share his bachelor's breakiast. What followed, in consequence 
of this visit, and the communications to which it gave rise, will 
appear in the course of the narrative. 
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CHAPTER Xlir. 



It is now necessary to advance the tima, and to transfer the 
scsce of our tale to another, but not a distant part of the same 
sea. Let the reader fancy himself standing at the mouth of 
a large bay of some sixteen or eighteen miles in diameter, 
in nearly every direction ; though the shores must he indented 
with advancing promontories and receding curvatures, while the 
deptli of the whole might possibly a little exceed the greatest 
width. He will then occupy the spot of which we wish to pre- 
sent to him one of the Surest panoramas of earth. On his right 
stands a high, rocky island of dark tufa, rendered gay, amid all 
its magnificent formations, by smiling vineyards and teeming 
villages, and interesting by ruins that commemorate events 
as remote as the Ciesars. A nan'ow passage of the blue Medi- 
terranean separates this island from a bold cape on the main, 
whence follows a succession of picturesque, village-clad heights 
and valleys, reheved by scenery equally bold and soft, and 
adorned by the monkish habitations called in the language 
of the country Camaldolis, until we reach a small city which 
stands on a plain that rises above the water between one 
and two hundred feet, on a base of tufa, and the houses of 
which extend to the very verge of the dizzy cliffe that hmit its 
extent on the north. The plain itself is like a hive, with 
jftt dwellings and scenes of life, while the heights behind it teem 
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with cotts^es and the signs of human labor. Quitting this 
aftiiling part of the coast, we reach a point, always following 
the circuit of the bay, where the hills or heights tower into 
ragged mountains, which stretch their pointed peaks upwards (o 
some six or seven thoiBand feet towards the clouds, having sides 
now wild witli precipices and rayines, now picturesque with 
shooting-towers, hamlets, monasteries, and bridle-paths ; and 
bases dotted, or rather lined, with towns and villages. Here the 
mountain formation quits the margin of the bay, following 
the coast southward, or running into the interior of the country ; 
and the shore, sweeping round to the north and west, offers a 
glimpse into, a background of broad plain, ere it meets a high, 
insulated, conical mountain, which properly forms the head 
of the coast indentation. The human eye never beheld a more 
affluent scene of houses, cities, villages, vineyards, and country 
residences, than was presented by the broad breast of this isolated 
mountain ; passing which a wider view is obtained of the rich 
plain that seems to lie behind it, bounded as it is by a wall of 
a distant and myatcrious-looking, yet bold range of tite Apen- 
nines. Keturning lo the shore, which now be^ns to incline 
more westwardly, we come to another swell of tufa, which has 
all the characteristic ferlihty and abruptness of that pecuhar for- 
mation, a vast and populous town of near half a million of souls 
being seated, in nearly equal parts, on the hmits of the plmn, 
and along the margin of the water, or on the hill sides, chmb- 
ing to their summits. From this point the northern side of the 
bay is a confused mass of villages, villas, ruins, palaces, and 
vines, until we reach its extremity ; a low promontory, like its 
opposite neighbor. A small island comes next, a sort of natural 
sentinel ; then the coast sweeps nortJiward into another and a 
smaller bay, rich to satiety with relics of the past, ferminating 
at a point some miles further seaward, with a high, reddish, 
sandy bluff, which almost claims to be a mountain. After this 
we see two more islands, lying westward, one of which is flat, 
fertile, ami more populous, as is said, than any other part 
of Europe of the same extent; while the other is a gloriom 
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combination of pointed mountMns, thronged towns, fertile 
valleys, castles, countiy houses, and the wrecks of long-dormant 
volcanoes, thrown together in a grand, yet winning 'confusion. 
If the reader will, to this description, add a shore that has 
scarce a foot that is not interesting witi some lore of the past, 
ext^ndingfrom yesterday into the darkest recesses of history, give 
life to -the water-view with a fleet of little latine-ri^ed craft, 
rendered more picturesque hy an occasional ship, dot the hay 
with countless boats of fishennen, and send up a wreath of 
smoke from the summit of the cone-like mountain that fonns 
the head of the bay, he will get an outline of all that strikes the 
efe, aa the stranger approaches Naples from the sea. 

The zephyr was again blowing, and the daily fleet of spara- 
naras, or undecked feluccas, that passes every morning, at this 
season, from the south shore to the capital, and returns at this 
hour, was stretching out from under Vesuvius ; some looking 
np as high aa Massa ; others heading towards Sorrento, or 
Vieo, or Persano, and many keeping more before the wind, 
towai'ds Caste! a Mare, or the landings in that neighborhood. 
The breeze was getting to be so fresh, that the fishermen were 
beginning to pull in towards the land, breaking up .their Unes, 
which, in some places, had extended nearly a league, and this, 
too, with the boats lying within speaking d^fanee of each other. 
The head of the bay, indeed, was alive with craft moving in 
different directions, while a large fleet of English, Euasians, 
NeapoUtans, and Turks, composed of two-deckers, fiigates, and 
sloops, lay at their anchors in front of the town. On board of 
one of the largest of the former, was flying the fl^ of a rear- 
admiral at the nuzen, the symbol of tie commander's rank. A 
corvette, alone, was under-way. She had left the anchorage an 
hour before, and with studding-sails on her starboard side, was 
stretching dii^nally across the glorious bay, apparently head- 
ing towards the passive between Capri and the Point of Cam- 
panella, bound to Sicily. This ship might easily have weathered 
the island ; but her commander, an easy sort of person, chose to 
make a fair wind of it from the start, and he thought, by hug- 
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ging the coast, he might possibly benefit by the land-breeM 
during the night, trusting to the zephyr that waa then blowing, 
to cany him across the Gulf of Salerno. A frigatt, loo, shot 
out of the fleet, under her staysails, as soon aa the westerly wind 
made ; but she had dropped an anchor imder-foot, and seemed 
to wait some preparation, or orders, before taking her departure ; 
her captain being at that moment on board the fiag-ship, on 
duty with the rear-admiral. This was the Proserpine tiiirty-six. 
Captain Cuffe, a vessel and an officer that are already both 
acquaintances of the reader. About an hour before the present 
scene opens, Captmn Cuffe, in tact, had been called on board the 
Poudroyantby signal, where he had found a small, sallow-lookiiig, 
slightly-built man, with his right arm wanting, parang the deck 
of {lie foro-cabin, impatient for hia appearance. 

" Well, Cuffe," sMd this uninviting-looking person^, 
twitehing the stump of tte maimed arm, " I see you are out of 
the flock ; are you all ready for sdlingS" 

" We have one boat ashore after letters, my lord ; as soon aa 
she comes off, we shall lift our anchor, which is only under- 
foot" 

" Very well — I have sent the Ringdove to the southward, on 
the same errand, and I see she is half-arleague from the anchor- 
age, on her way, already. This Mr. Griffin appears to be a fine 
young man — I like his account of the way he handled his fire- 
ship ; though file French scoundrel did contrive to escape ! 
After all, this Kowl E — E — how do you pronounce the fellow's 
name, Cuffe, I never can make anything out of their gib- 
berish — " 

" Why, to own the truth. Sir Horatio — I beg pardon— my 
lord — there is something in the English gtsia of my feehngs 
that would prevent my ever learning French, had I been born 
and brought up in Paris. There is too much Saxon in me to 
swallow words that half the time have no meaning." 

"I like you all the better for that, Cuffe," answered the 
admiral, smiBng, a change that converted a countenance that 
was almost ugly, when in a_ state of rest, into one that waa 
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almost handsome — a peculiarity that is ty no means of rare 
occurrence, when a strong will gives expression to tie features, 
and the heart, at bottom, m really sound. " An Englishman has 
no business with any Gallic tendencies. This young Mr. Grif- 
fin seems to have spirit ; and I look upon it always as a good 
sign, when a young man volunieers for a desperate thing of 
this sort— but he tells me he is only second ; where was your 
fiist, all the while V 

" Why, my lord, he got a httle hurt in the brush of the 
morning ; and I would not let him go, as a matter of couree. 
His name is Winchester ; I think you miBt remember him, as 
junior of the Captain, at the afiair off St. Vincent. Miller* 
had a good opinion of him ; and, when T went from the Arrow 
to the Proserpine, he got him sent as my second. The death 
of poor Drury made him first, in the natural way." 

" I have some recollection of him, Cuffe. That was a brilliant 
day, and all its events should be impressed on my mind. You 
tell me, Mr. GrifBn feirly grappled tiie lugger's cable ?" 

" Of that there can be no manner of doubt, I saw the two 
vessels foul of each other, with my nighl>-glass — and, seemingly, 
both were on fire — as plmnly aa I ever saw Vesuvius, in a dark 

" Ajid yet this Few-Folly has escaped ! Poor Griffin has run 
a desperate risk for httle pTirpose." 

" He has, indeed, my lord." 

Here, Nelson, who had been pacing the cabin with quick 
steps, while Cufie stood, respectfully declining the gesture 
to be sealed, at the table in its centre, suddenly stopped, and 
looked the Captain steadily in the face. The expression of his 
countenance was now mild and earnest, and the pause which 
preceded his words gave the latter solemnity and weight. 

* Balph Willel Miller, the oScec wha comnunded Ihe ship lo whldi Netun 
(hined bl< pensBBt, si Ihe tonle or Cape Bl. Vincent. Tbii gentkmaii wu in 
Americui. ud a uailTa lluilULnBDe» ; hl> neu- ietalLv» of the utM name adU 
mldiog in New Yoik. It li believed thai he got ibe aanH of WiUa ttam ibe fini 
Engllih Msyor, ■ gentlemsn ftom whom ub desceaded many of the old IiiDiliei 
»f Ihe lawer part of the tUle; man parUcnlarty iboie oa Long Iilanii. 



ty Google 



" The day will come, Cuffe," he said, " when' this young 
man will rejoice that his design on these pioaroona, Frenchmen 
as they are, ftuled. Yes, fi-om the bottom of hia heart will he 
be glad." 

" My lord !" 

" I kno* you think thia strange, Captain Cuffc ; but no man 
sleeps the sounder for having burnt or blown up a hundred of 
his fellow-creatures, like so many widows at a suttee. But we 
are not the less to commend those who did what was certainly 
their duty." 

" Am I to understand. Lord Nelson, that the Proserpine is 
not to destroy the Few-Fol!y at every hazard, should we again 
have tie luck to fall in with her V 

" By no means, sir. Our orders are to bum, sink, and 
destroy. Such is England's policy, in this desperate war ; and 
it must be carried out. You know what we are contending for 
as well as I do ; and it is a struggle that is not to be carried on 
with courtesies ; still, one would not wish to see a gloriou'* and 
sacred oause tarnished by inhumanity. Men that fell in feir, 
manly combat, are to be envied rather than pitied, since it is only 
paying the great debt of nature a UtUe sooner tian might other- 
wise have happened; but there is something revolting to 
liumanity in burning up our feliow-creatures as one would bum 
rags after the plague. Nevertieiffia, this lu^er must be had 
at any price ; for English commerce and Enghah power are not 
to be cut up and braved, in this audacious manner, with 
impunity. The career of tbese French tigers must be stopped 
at every sacrifice, Captain Cuffe." 

" I know that, my lord ; and I- like a republican as little as 
you can do ; or fes' Majesty himself, for that matter ; and, I 
take it, Ae has as little relish for the animal as flesh and blood 
can ^ve." * 

" I know you do, Cuffe — Fm sure you do ; and I esteem yon 
all the more for it. It is a part of an Englishman's reh^on, in 
times Kke these, to hate a Frenchraan, I went across the 
Channel, after the peace af '83, to learn their langm^ie, but had 
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BO little sympathy with them, even in peaceable times, aa never 
to be able to make out to write a letter in it, or even to ast 
intelligibly for the necessaries of life." 

" If you can aisk for anything it far surpasses my efforts ; I 
never can tell head from stern in their dialect." 

" It is an infernal jargon, Cuffe, and has got to ^- so con- 
fused by their academies, and false philosophy, and infidehty, 
that they will shortly be at a loss to understand it themselves. 
"What sort of names they ^ve their ships, for instance, now 
they have beheaded their kmg, and denounced their God! 
"Whomever heard of christening a craft, aa yon tell me this 
lu^er is named, the ' Few-Foily V I believe I've got the picar 
roon's title right f 

" Quite right — Griffin pr<mounces it so, though he has got fo 
be a little queerish in his own English, by using so much 
French and Italian. The young man's iather was a consul; 
and be has half a dozen foreign lingoes stowed away in his brain. 
He pronounces Folly something broadish — like Fol/ay, I 
believe ; but it means all the same thing. Folly is folly, pri>- 
nounce it as you will" 

Nelson continued to pace his cabin, working the stump of hia 
arm, and smiling half-bitterly ; half m a sort of irony that 
inclined him to be in a good-humor with himself 

" Do yon remember the ship, Cuffe, we had that sharp brush 
with off' Toulon, in old Agamemnon ?" he said, after making a 
turn or two in silence. "I mean the dismasted eighty-four, 
that was in tow of the frigate, and which we peppered until 
their Gallic soup had some tast« to it ! Now, do you happen 
to know ker real name, in good honest English ?" 

" I do not, my lord. I remember, they said she was called 
the Ca Ira ; and I always supposed that it was the name of 
Bome old Greek or Roman — or, perhaps,- of one of their new- 
fangled repubhcan saints." 

"They! — D n 'em, they've got no swnts, to name, my 

good fellow, since (hey cashiered all the old ones ! Hieie i* 
something wspectable in the names of a Spanish fleet ; and one 
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feela that he is fledging gentlemen, at least, while he is at work 
on them. No, sir, Cfi Ira means neither more nor leas than 
That'll Do;' and I fancy, Cuffe, they thought of their own 
name more than once, while the old (Sreek was hanging on their 
quarter, smashing their cabin windows for them I A pretty 
ioimd it would have been, had we got her, and put her into our 
own sen-ice — His Majesty's ship 'That'll Do,' 84, Captain 
Cuffe!" 

" I certainly should have petitioned my Lords Commissioners 
to change her name." 

" You would have done quite right A man might as well 
8m1 in a man-of-war called the 'Enough.' Then, there was the 
three-decker tJiat helped her out of the scrape, the Sans-Culotfes, 
as the French call her; I suppose you know what that 
means ?" 

" Not I, my lord ; to own the truth, I'm no aehohir ; and am 
entirely without ambition in that way. ' Sans,' I suppose, is 
tlie French for ' saint ;' but who ' Culottes' was, Fve not the least 
notion.'' 

Nelson smiled, and the turn the conversation had taken 
appeare")! to give lum secret satisfaction. If the truth were 
known, something lay heavily on his mind ; and, with one of his 
strong impulses, his feehngs disposed him to rush from one 
estreme to the other, as is often the case with men who are 
controlled by such masters ; more especially if their genera! 
diapoaition is to the right 

"You're wrong this time, my dear Cuffe," he said; "for 
'»ana' means 'without' in French, and 'culottes' means 
'breeches.' Think of naming a three-detier, the 'Without 
Breeches !' I do not see how any respectable flag-officer can 
mention such names in his despatches, without a feehng of 
awkwardness, that must come near to capsizing all his philosophy. 
The line was formed by the Republic's ship, the 'That'll Do,' 
leading, supported by the ' Without Breeches,' as her second 

artem ^—Ha ! Cuffe— D e, sir, if I'd serve m a marine that 

had luch names to the shipB ! It's a thousand times wone 
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tiian all those saints the Spaniards taok on to theii vessels — 
like a hne of boats, towing a ship up to her moorings !" 

Here the conyoisation was interrupted by the appearance of 
a midsiiipTOan, who came down to say that a man and a woman, 
from the shore, wished to see the rear-admiral on pressing business. 

" Let them come down, sir," answered Nelson ; " Fve a hai'd 
life of it, Ouffe ; there ia not a wasliei-woman or a shopkeeper 
in Naples, who does not treat me exactly as if I were a podestii, 
and it were my duty to hear all tho contentions about lost 
clothes and mislaid goods. His Majesty must appoint a Lord 
Chief Justice of the Steerage, to administer the law for the 
benefit of the young gentlemen, or he'll soon get no officer to 
serve with a flag at his mast-head." 

" Surely, my lord, the captains can take this weight off your 
shoulders !" 

" Aye, ihere are men in the fleet that can, and there are men 
who do ; but there are men who do m)l. But here comes the 
plaintifi; I suppose — ^you shall hear the case, and act as a puisne 
judge in the matter." 

This was said as the cabin-door opened, and the expected 
guests entered- They were, a man turned of fifty, and a ^rl of 
nineteen. The foimer was a person of plain exterior, abstracted 
air, and downcast look ; but the latter had all the expression, 
beauty, nature, and grace of mien, that so singularly marked the 
deportment and countenance of Ghita Caraccioli.* In a word, 
the two visitors were Cai'lo Giuntotardi and his gentle niece. 
Nelson was struck with the modesty of mien and lovehness of 
the latter, and he courteously invited her to be seated, though 
he and Cufie both continued standing, A few efforts at making 
himself understood, however, soon satisfied this renowned admiral 
that he had need of an interpreter, his guests speaking no 
English, and his own Italian being too imperfect to carry on 
anything like a connected conversation. He hesitated an instant, 

• It may aid the realise who is ignonnt of Ilsliaa, Ui leii him lliat this niuHS li 
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and then went to the door of the inner caWn, an apartment in 
which voices had occasjonaliy been heard the whole time, one 
of tie speakers being a female. Here he stood, leaning gainst 
the bulkhead, as if in doubt ; and then he uttered his wishes. 

"I must ask a service of you, which I would not think of 
doing in any ordinary case," he said, with a gendeness of voice 
and manner that showed he addressed one who had habitual 
inflaence over him. " I want an interpreter between myself 
and the second handsomest woman in the kingdom of Naples : 
I know no one so fit for tie office as the first." 

" 'With all my heart, dear Nelson," answered a fiill, rich 
female voice from within. " Sir William is busied in his 
antiquitiea ; and I was really getting to be ennuifed for want of 
an occupation, I suppose you have the wrongs of some injured 
lady to redress in your capacity of Lord High Chancellor of the 
Fleet" 

" I am yet ignorant of the natiu'e of the complaint ; but it is 
not unhkely it will turn out to be something hke that which you 
suspect Even in such a case no better intercessor can be 
required, than one who is so much superior to the frailties and 
weaknesses of her sex in general." 

The lady who now made her appearance from the inner 
cabin, though strikingly handsome, had not that in her appear- 
ance which would justify the imphed eul(^um of the British 
admiral's last speech. There was an appearance of art and 
worldliness in the expression of her countenance that was only 
so much the more striking, when placed in obvious contrast to 
the ingenuous nature and calm purity that shone in every linea- 
ment of the fiice of Ghiia. One might very well have passed 
for an image of the goddess Circe ; while the other would have 
made no bad model for a vestal, could the latter have borne the 
moral impression of the subhme and heart-searching truths that 
are inculcated by the real oracles of God. Then the lady was a 
woman in the meridian of her charms, aided by all the cunning 
of the toilet, and a taste that was piquant and peculiar, if not 
pure; while the ether stood in lie: simple, dark Neapohtan 
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bodiJiee, and a head that had co other ornament than its own 
silken tresses ; a style of dress, however, that set off her fault- 
less form and winning eounteaance more than could have be«n 
done by any of the devices of the mantua-maker or the milliner. 
The lady betrayed a httle surprise, and, pei'haps, a shade of 
3 first fell on Ghita; but^ mach too 
, she smiled, and 
y recovered h 

" Is this the being, Nelson, who comes ivilh swcA a petition !" 
she demanded, with a touch of natural, womanly sensibility in 
her voice ; " and that poor old man, I dare say, is the hearts 
stricken father." 

" As to the errand, you will remember, I know nothing as 
yet ; and pledge myself to nothing." 

" Captain Cuffe, I hope I have the pleasure to see you well. 
Sir Wilham joins the admiral in hoping you will make one of 
our httle family party to-day, at dinner, and—" 

" And what says the mistress — not of the house, but of the 
ship ?" put in Nelson, whose eyes had scarce turned an instant 
from the fece of the siren since she entered the fore-cabin. 

" That she — always distlamiing the title, honorable though 
it be — that she unites with all the r&ii in inviting Captain 
Guffe to honor us with his com j any Nelson tells me you 
were one of hii dd Ag'mienmons, as he calls you all, aged and 
young, men and boys, httle -ind big ind I love even the sound 
of the name. What a glorious title for a ship — Agamemnon 1 
— A Greek, led on by a true English heart !" 

"Aye, it is somewhat better than 'That'll Do,' and the 
other affdr, ha ! Cufie !'' returned the admiral, smiling, and 
glancing at his subordinate ; " but ail this time we are ignorant 
of the errand of this honest-looking Italian, and his exceedingly 
innocent looking companion." 

" Well, then, in this matter, gentlemen, I am only to be 
regarded as a mere mouth-piece," put in the lady — "an echo^ 
to repeat what reaches mine ear, though it be an Irish echo, 
which repeats in a different tongue from that in which the 
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aoimds first reach it. Put your questions, my lord ; ttej shall 
be fdihfully rendered, with ail the answers that may be given. 
I only hope Captain Cuffe will come out of this afiair as 
innocent as he now Soots." 

The two gentlemen smiled ; but the trifling could not disturb 
its subject, as he was profoundly ignorant of tha existence of 
the two strangers, five minutes before ; while the boldness of 
the allusion rather suited tlie freedom of a ship, and the habito 
of the part of the world in wiiich they happened to be. 

" "VVe will first inquire the name of this worthy man, if you 
will condescend to aak it," observed Nelson, to his fair friend. 

"Carlo Giuntotardi, noble lady— once a poor scholar, in 
Napoh, here, and now a keeper of the prince's watch towers 
on the heights of Argentaro," was the quiet, but respectful 
answer of the man, who, like hia niece, had declined taking a 
seat, a dreumstance that left the whole party standing ! " Carlo 
Giuntotardi, illustrious lady." 

" A very good name, Signore, and one of which you have 
no need to be ashamed. And thine V turning to the girl. 

*' Ghita Caraccioh, Eccellenza ; the sister's daughter of this 
honest tower-keeper of the prince." 

Had a bomb exploded over the Foudroyant, Nelson certainly 
would not have been as much startled ; while the lady's beautiful 
fece assumed a look of dark resentment, not umningled with fear. 
Even Cuffe understood enough of the sounda to catch the name, 
and he advanced a step, with hvely curiosity, and an anxious 
concern expressed on his ruddy 6ice. But these emotions soon 
subsided, the lady first regaining her self-possession, though 
Nelson paced the cabin five or six times, working the stump of 
his arm, before he even looked up agiun. 

" I was about to ask if there never is to be an end to these 
annoyances," observed the lady, in English; "but there must 
be some mistake in this. The house of Caracdoli is one of the 
moat illustrious of Italy, and can scarcely have any of this class, 
who feel an interest in him of whom we are thinking. I wiil, 
therefore, inquire further into this matter. Signorina,"- 
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tke language to Italian, and speaking with severity, like one who 
questioned what she heard — " Caracdoli is a noble name ; and 
is not often borne by the daughter of any prince's tower keepers I" 

Ghita trembled, and she looked abashed. But she was sus- 
tained by too high a principle, and was too innocent, herself to 
stand long rebuked in the presence of guilt ; and, as the flush 
which resembled that which so often passes over her native ekiea 
at even, left her countenance, she raised her eyes to the dsuk 
looking fece of the lady, and gave her answer. 

" I knoiv what your Eccellenza means," she swd, " and fe«I 
its justice. Still it is cruel to the child, not to bear the name 
of her parent. My father was called Cai'accioM ; and he left 
me his name as my sole inheritance. What may have been 
his right to it, let my uncle say." 

" Speak, then, Signer Giuntotardi. First, give us the history 
of this name; then tell us what has brought you here." 

" Noble !ady, my sister, as pious and innocent a woman aa 
ever lived in Italy, and now blessed in heaven, married Don 
Francesco Caraceioli, the son of Don Francesco of that illua- 
trious family, who now stands condemned to death, for 
having led the ileet against the king ; and Ghita here, is 
the only fniit of the union. It is true, that the church did 
not authorize the connexion which brought my niece's fiither 
into being ; but the noble admiral never hesitated to acknow- 
ledge his son, and he gave him his name, until love bound him in 
wedlock with a poor sehohtt's sister. Then, indeed, his &ther 
turned hia face from him ; and death soon removed both hus- 
band and wife from the reach of ali earthly displeasure. This 
is our simple story, noble and illustrious signora ; and the reason 
why my poor niece, here, bears the name as great as that of 
Caraceioli." 

" You mean us to understand. Signer Giuntotardi, that your 
niece is the grand-danghter of Don Francesco Caraceioli, 
through a natural son of that unfortunate admiral!" 

"Such is the feet, Signora. As my sbter was honestiy 
married, I could do no less than bring up her daughter to 
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bear a name that ter father was permitted to bear before 

" Such things are common, and require no apology. One 
question more, before I explain to the English admiral what 
you have said. Does Prince Caraccioli know of the eidstence 
of this grand-daughter ?" 

" Eccellenza, I fear not Her parents died so soon — I loved 
the child so well — and there was so Uttle hope that one, ilius- 
trious as he, would wish to acknowledge a connexion throagh 
the hoiy church, with persons humble as we, that I have 
never done more to make my niece known, than to let her bear 
the same name as her fatler," 

The lady seemed relieved by this ; and she now briefly 
expldned to Nelson the substance of what the other had 

" It may be," she added, " they are here on that errand, 
concerning which we have already heard so much, and so use- 
lessly; but 1 ralier think not, from this account; for what 
interest can they feel in one who is absolutely a stranger to 
them. It may be some idle conceit, however, connected with 
this same affair. What is your wish, Ghita? This is Don 
Hotatio Nelaoni, the illustrious English admiral, of whom you 
have heard so much," 

" Eceellenza, I am sure of it," answered Ghita, earnestly ; 
" my good uncle, here, has told you who we are ; and you may 
well guess our business. We came from St. Agata, on the 
other side of the bay, only this morning, and heard from a 
relation in the town, that Don Francesco had been seized that 
very tour. Since, we are told that he has been condemned to 
die, for treason against the king ; and that, by officers who met 
in tiis very ship. Some even say, Signora, that he is to meet 
his fat« ere the sun set ?" 

" If this should be so, what reason is it that thou shouldst 
give thyself concern !" 

" Eccellenza, he was my other's father ; and though I never 
saw him, I know that the same blood runs in our veins. 
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When this is so, there should be die same feehngs in our 
hearts." 

" This is well, Ghita, in appearance, at least ; but thou canst 
liardly feel much for one thou never saw'st, and who has even 
refused to own thee for a, child. Thou art young, too, and of a 
sex that should ever be cautious ; it is unwise ibr men, even, to 
meddle with pohtica in these troubled times," 

" Signora, it is not politics that brings me here, but nature, 
and duty, and pious love for my father's father." 

" "What wouldst thou say, then V answered the lady impa- 
tjewtly ; " remember thou occnpieat one whose time is predous, 
and of high importance to entire nations," 

" Eccellenza, I believe it ; and will try to be brief. I wish to 
b^ my grand&.ther's life, of this illustrious stranger. They fell 
me the king will refuse bim nothing ; and he has only to ask it 
of Don Ferdinando, to obtain it." 

Many would have thought the matured charms of the lady 
superior to the innoecntrlooking beauty of the girl ; but no one 
could have come to such an opinion, who saw them both at 
that moment. "While Ghita's face was radiant with a holy hope, 
and the pious earnestness which ui^d her on, a dark expresaon 
lowered about the countenance of the English beauty, that 
deprived it of one of its greatest atti'actions, by depriving it of 
the softness and gentieness of her sex. Had there not been 
observers of what passed, it is probable the ^rl would have been 
abruptly repulsed ; but management formed no small part of 
the character of this woman, and she controlled her feelings, in 
order to effect her purposes. 

" This adnural is not a Neapolitan, but an Englishman," she 
answered ; " and can have no concern ivith the justice of yoiw 
Hng. He would scarcely think it decent to interfere with the 
execution of the laws of Naples." 

" Signora, it is always decent to interfere to save life ; nay, it 
is more— it is merciful, in the eyes of God." 

" What canst thou know of this ! A conceit that thou hast 

the blood of the Caraccioli has made theu forget thy sex and 

10* 



ty Google 



i29 WING-AKD-WINO. 

condition, and placed a romantic notion of duty before thine 
eyes." 

" No, Signora, it is not so. For eighteen years havo I been 
taught that tte unfortunate admiral was my grandfather ; but, 
as it has been hia pleasure to wish not to see me, never have I 
felt the desire to intrude on hia time. Before this morning, 
never haa the thought tliat I have the blood of the Caraccioli 
crossed my mind, unless it was to mourn for the sin of my grand- 
mother ; and even now, it has come to cause me to mourn for 
tie cruel fate that threatens the days of her partner in guilt." 

" Thou art bold to speak thus of thy parents, girl ; and they, 
too, of the noble and great !" 

This was sfud with a flushed brow, and slill more lowering 
look ; for, haply, there were incidents in the past life of that 
lady which made the simple language of a severe morality 
alike offensive to her eaiis and her recollections. 

" It is not I, Eccellenza, but God, that apeaketh thus. The 
ctrime, too, is another reason why this great admiral should use 
his influence to save a sinner from so hurried an end. Death is 
terrible to all, but to those who trust, with heart and sou!, to 
the me<^ation of the Son of God ; but it is doubly so when it 
comes suddenly and unlocked for. It is true, Don Francesco 
is aged ; but have you not remarked, signora, that it is these 
very aged who become hardened to their state, and live on, as 
if never to die ?— I mean those aged, who sufler youtli to pass, 
as if the pleasures of life are never to have an end." 

" Thou art too young to set tip for a reformer of the world, 
girl ; and forgettest that tbis is the ship of one of the greatest 
ofBcers of Europe, and that he Las many demands on his time. 
Thou canst now go ; I will repeat what thou hast said." 

" I have another reijuest to ask, Eccellenza — permission to 
see Don Francesco ; that I may at least receive his blessing." 

" He is not in this ship. Thou wilt find him on board the 
Minerva fiigate ; no doubt, he will not be denied. Slop — these 
few lines will aid thy request. Addio, signorina." 

"And may I carry hope with me, Eccellensa? Think how 
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sweet life is io those who have passed their dap bo long in 
affluence and honor. It would be hke a measenger from heaven 
for a grandchild to bring but a ray of hope," 

"I authorize none. The matter is in the hands of the 
Neapolitan authorities ; Mid we English cannot meddle. Go, 
now, both of you — the illustrious admiral has buainees of 
importance that presses." 

Ghita turned, and slowly and sorrowfully she left the cabin. 
At the very door, she met the English heutenant, who was in 
charge of the unhappy prisoner, coming with a last request that 
he might not be suspended hke a thief, but might at least die 
the death of a soldier. It would exceed the Umita set to our 
tale, were we to dwell on the conversation which ensued ; but 
every intelligent reader knows that the application failed. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

" Like other lynnU. Death dellehU lo smile 
And arbltraTy nod-" Youna- 

It is probable that Nelson never knew precisely what passed 
between Ohita and the lady mentioned in the last chapter. At 
all events, like every other application that was made to flie 
English admiral, in connexion with this sad affair, that of 
Ghita produced no results. Even the mode of execution was 
unchanged ; an indecent haste accompanying the whole trans- 
action, as in the equally celebrated trial and death of the 
unfortunate Due d'Enghien. Cuffe remained to dine with the 
commander-in-chieli while Carlo Giunfotardi and his niece got 
into their boat, and took their way through the crowded road- 
stead towards the NeapoUtan fiigate that now formed the prison 
of the unfortunate Caraccioli, 

A request, at the gangway, was all that was necessary to 
procure an admission on board the ship. As soon as the 
Sigaor Giuntotar^ reached the quarkr-deck he let his errand 
be known, and a messenger was sent below to ascertain if the 
prisoner would see two visitors, the name of the uncle being 
alone given. Francesco Caraccioli, of the Princes Caraccioli, or, 
as he was more commonly called in English, Prince Caraccioli, 
was now a man approaching seventy; and being a mem- 
ber of one of the most illustrious houses of Lower Italy, he 
had long been trusted in employments of high digcily and 
command. On his offence — its apology — the indecent haste 
of his trial and execution, and the irregularity of the whole 
proceedings, it is now unnecessary to dwell ; they h^tvc nil passed 
iDto hiatOTy, and are familiarly Vnown to the world. T)mt ve/y 
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ant ; in the cabin of that veaset had a court of his own coimtry- 
men convened ; and tl:ere hsd ho heen liastily condemned to 
death. The hour of doom was near; and he was ab'eady in 
the ship where the executioa was to take place. 

The messenger of Carlo Giuntotardi found this unfortunate 
man with his confessor, by whom he had just been shrived, 
lie heard the request with cold iadifference, but granted it on 
the instant, under the impression that it came from some 
dependent of his fiimily or estates, who had a last fevor to aat, 
or an act of justice to see performed. 

"Remain here, father, I beseech you," s^d the prisoner, per- 
ceiving that the priest was about ta retire ; " it is some contadino, 
or some tradesman, whose claims have been overlooked, I am 
happy that he has come ; one would wish to stand acquitted of 
injustice before he dies. Let them como in, my friend." 

A sign was g^ven with these words, the door of the cabin was 
opened, and Ghita, with her uncle, entered. A pause of quite 
a minute followed, during which the parties regarded each other 
in silence; the prisoner endeavoring, in vain, to recall the coun- 
tenances of his guests, and the g^rl ti'embling, equally with grief 
and apprehension. Then the last advanced to tlie feet of the 
condemned man, knelt, bowed her head, and said— 

" Orandlather, your blessing on the child of your only 

" Grandfather !— Son 1 — and his child !" repeated Don Fran- 
cesco. " I had a son, to my shame and contrition be it now 
confessed ; but he has long been dead. I never knew that he 
left a child!" 

"This is his daughter, Signore," repHed Carlo Giuntotardi ; 
"her mother was my sister. You thought us then too humble 
to be received into so illustrious a connexion ; and we have 
never wished to bring ourselves before your eyes, until we 
thought our presence might be welcome." 

"And thou comest now, good man, to claim affinity with a 
condemned criminal !" 

"Not so, gi'andfather," answered a meek voice at his feet, 
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"it 19 yoOT Bon'fl daughter that craves a blessing from hei" dying 
parent. The boon shall bo ivoll requited in praye» for your soul I" 

" Holy father ! I deserre not this 1 Here has this tender 
plant Uved, neglected in the shade, until it raises its timid head 
to offer its fragrance in the hour of death I I deserve not this I" 

"Son, if heaven offered no mercies until they are merited, - 
hopeless, truly, would be the lot of man. But wo must not 
admit iUu^ons at such a moment. Thou act not a husband, 
Don Francesco ; hadst thou ever a son !" 

"That, among other sins, have I long since confessed ; and, 
as it !iaa been deeply repented of, I trust it is forgiven. I had a 
son — a youth who bore my name, even ; though he never dwelt 
in my palace ; until a hasty and indiscreet marriage banished him 
from my presence. I ever intended to pardon him, and 1o make 
provision for his wants; but death came too soon to both hus- 
band and wife to grant the time. This much I did know, and 
it grieved me that it was so ; but of his child, never, before this 
instant, have I heard! 'Tis a sweet countenance, &tlier; it 
seems the very abode of truth !" 

" Why should we deceive you, grandfather?" rejomed Ghita, 
stretching her arms upwards, as if yearning for an .embrace ; 
" most of all at a time like this ! "We come not for honors, or 
riches, or your great iimne ; we come simply t« crave a blessmg, 
and to Jet you know that a child of your own blood will be left 
on earth, to say aves in behalf of your soul !" 

" Holy priest, there can be no deception here ! This dear . 
child even looks like her wronged grandmother ! and mj' heart 
tells me she is mine. I know not whether to consider this dis- 
covery a good or an evil, at this lat« hour, coming, as it does, to 
a dying man !" 

" Grandfather, your blessing. Bless Ghita once, that I may 
hear the sound of a parent's benediction." 

"Bless thee! — bless thee, daughter!" exclsumed the admiral, 
bending over the weeping girl, to do the act she solicited, and 
then raising her to his arms, and embracing her tenderly ; " this 
must be my child — I feel that she is no other." 
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" Eccelienza," said Carlo, " slie is the daughter of your son, 
Don Francesco, and of my sister Qhita Giuntotardi, bom in law- 
ful wedlock. I would not deceive any — least of all a djing 

" I have no estate to bequeathe — no honors to transroit— no 
name to boast of. Better the of&pring of the lazzaroni than a 
child of Francesco Caraccioli, at this moment." 

" Grandfather, we think not of this — care not for this. I 
have come only to ask the biessing you have bestowed, and to 
offer the prayers of believers, though we are so lowly. More 
than this we ask not — wish not — seek not. Our poverty is 
femiliai to ns, and we heed it not. Riches would hut distress 
us, and we care not for them." 

" I remember, holy father, that one great reason of displeasum 
at my son's marriage, was distrust of the motive of the femily 
which received him ; yet here have these honest people suffered 
me to hve on unmolested in prosperity, while they now first 
claim the affinity in my disgrace and ignominy ! I have not 
been accustomed to meet with wishes and hearts hke these !" 

" Yon did not know us, grandfather," said Ghita simply, her 
fece nearly- bnried in the old man's bosom. " We have long 
prayed for you, and reverenced you, and thought of jou as a 
parent, whose face was turned from us in anger; but we never 
sought your gold and honors." 

"Gold and honors!" repeated the admiral, gently pladng 
his grand-daughter in a chair. " These are things of the past 
for me. My estates are sequestered— my name disgraced ; and, 
an hour hence, I shall have suffered an ignominious death. No 
selfish views can have brought these good people, father, to olium 
affinity with me at a moment hke this." 

." It comes from the goodness of God, son. By letting you 
feel the consolation of this filial love, and by awakening in yonr 
own bosom the spark of parental affection, ho foreshadows 
the fruits of his own mercy and tenderness to the erring but 
penitent Acknowledge his bounty in your soul ; it may bring 
a blessing on your last moment." 
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" Holy priest, I hope I do. But what says this ! — '' 

Don Francesco took a note from the hand of a servant, and 
read its contents eagerly ; tlie world, and its feelings, having too 
much hold on his heart to be plucked out in an instant. Indeed 
so sudden had been his arrest, trial, and conviction, that it is not 
surprising the priest found in him a divided spirit, even at an 
instant like that. His countenance fell ; and he passed a hand 
before his eyes, as if to conceal a weakness that was unbecoming. 

" They have denied my request, father," he said ; " and I 
must die like a felon — " 

" Tlie Son of God suffered on the cross, suspended between 



"I believe there is fer less in these opinions than we are 
accustomed to think — yet it b cruel for one who has tilled so high 
employments — a prince — a Caraccioh, to die hke a lazzarone !" 

" Grandfather — " 

" Did you speak, child ! I wonder not that this indignity 
should fill tliee with horror." 

" It is not that, grandfiither," resumed Ghita, shaking off her 
doubts, and looking up with flushed cheeks, and a face radiant 
with holy feelings — " Oh I it is not thai. If my life eould save 
thine, gladly would I give it up for such a purpose ; but, do 
notr— do not — at this awful moment, mistake the shadow for 
the substance. What matters it how death is met, when it 
opens the gates of heaven 1 Pain, I am sure, you cannot fear ; 
— even I, weak and feeble girl that I am, can despise that — 
what other honor can there be in the hour of death, than to be 
thought -worthy of the mercy and care of God ? Caracdoli or 
laazarone — prince or beggar — ^it will matter not, two hours 
hence; and let me reverently beg of you to humble your 
thoughts to the level which becomes ail sinners." 

"Thou say'st thou ait my grand-child, Ghita — the daughter 
of my son Francesco V 

" Signore, I am, as nil tell me — as my heart telh me — and as 
I believe." 

" Aud thou look'st upon these opinions as unworthy — unsuit- 
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ed, if ttou lik'st that better — to this solemn, moment, and con- 
Biderest the mann^ of a death matter of indifference, even to 



" When placed in comparison with his hopes of heaven — 
when viewed ihrongh his own demerits, and the merits of his 
Saviour, grandfether." 

" And wilt thou, then, just entering on the stage of life, with 
the worid before thee, and all that its future can offer, accompany 
me to the scaffold ; let it bo known fo the mocking crowd that 
thou derivest thy being through the felon, and art not ashamed 
to own him for a parent !" 

"I will, grandfather — this have I come fo do," answered 
Ghita, steadily. " But do not ask me to look upon thy suffer- 
ings ! All that can be done to lessen, by sharing thy disgrace, 
if disgrace it be, will I most gladly do ; though I dread to see 
thy aged fonn in pain !" 

" And this wilt thou do for one thou never beheld'st until this 
hour ?— one thou can'st hardly have been tanght to consider 
just to thyself!" 

"HI have never seen thee before this visit, grandfather, I 
have loved thee and prayed for thee &om infency. My excel- 
lent nncle early taught me this duty ; but he never taught me 
to hate thee, or any one. My own father is taken away ; and 
that which he would have been to thee, this day, will I endeavor 
to be for him. The world is naught to me ; and it will console 
thee to think that one is near, whose heart weeps for thee, and 
whose soul is lost in prayera for thy eternal pardon." 

" And this being, father, is made known to me an hour before 
I die ! God punishes me suffidently for the wrong Fve done 
her, in letting me thus know her worth, when it k too late to 
profit by it. No, Ghita — blessed child, such a sacrifice shall 
not be asked of thee. Take this cross — it was my mother's ; 
worn on her bosom, and has long been worn on mine — keep it 
as a memorial of Ihy unhappy parent, and pray for me ; but 
quit this terrible ship, and do not grieve thy gentle spirit with 
a scene that is so unfit for thy sex and years. Bless thee — ^Uess 
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ttee, my child. Wouid to heaven I had earlier known thee — ■ 
hut eyen this glimpse of thy worth has lightened my heart 
Thou find'st me here a poor condemned criminal ; unable to 
provide for thy future wants — nay, I can yet do a htOe for thee, 
loo. This hag contains gold. It has been sent to me by a 
relative, thinking it might be of service in averting the punish- 
ment that awaits me. For that purpose it is now useless ; with 
thy simple habits, however, it will render thy life easy and above 

Ghita, with Eti'eaming eyes, steadily put aside the gold, 
though she pressed the cross to her bosom, kissing it fervently 
again and agdn. 

" Not that— not that, grandfather," she said ; " I want it not 
— wish it not. This is enough ; and this will I keep to my own 
last moment. I will quit the ship, too ; but not the place. I 
see many boats collecting, and mine shall be among them ; my 
prayers shall go up to God for thee, now thou art hving ; and 
daily, after thou art dead. There needs no gold, grandtather, 
to purchase a daughter's prayers." 

Don Francesco regarded the zealous and lovely ^rl with 
intense feehng; then he folded her to his heart once more, 
blessing her audibly, agdn and again. AVhile thus employed, 
the Foudroyant's bell struck once, and then those of all the sur- 
rounding ships, English and Neapolitan, repeated the stroke. 
This, Caraccioh, a seaman himself, well knew denoted that the 
time was half-past four ; five being the hour named for his exe- 
cution. He felt it necessary, therefore, to dismiss his new found 
relative, that he might pass a few more minutes alone with his 
confessor. The parting was solemn, but tender ; and as Ghita 
left the cabin, her condemned grandtather felt as he would, had 
he taken leave for ever of one whom he had long loved, and 
whose virtues had been a solace to him from the hour of his 
birth. 

The deck of the Minerva presented a sotrowfid scene, 
Although tte prisoner had been condemned by a court of Nea- 
politan ofScers, the trial was had under the British enmgn ; and 
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the feeling of the public was with the prisoner. There existed 
no necessity for the hinry in which everything had been done ; 
no immediate danger pressed, and an example would have been 
more impressive, had there been less of the appearance of a 
desire for personal vengeance, and more of the calm dehberatlon 
of justice in the afftur. Ghita's connexion witL the prisoner 
could not be even suspected ; but as it was known that she tad 
been in the cabin, and believed that she felt an intenst in the 
condemned, the officers manifested an interest in her wishes and 
too evident emotions. Ao immense throng of boats had assem- 
bled around the ship ; for, hasty as had been the proceedings, 
the tidings that Francesco CaraceioU was to be hanged for trea- 
son, spread like wild-flre ; and scarce a craft of proper size was 
left within the mole, so eager was the desire to witness that which 
was to occur. Eitlier in the confusion, or bribed by money, the 
man who had brought otf Carlo Giuntotardi and his niece, was 
no longer to be found ; and the means of quitting the ship 
seemed, momentarily, to be lost. 

" Here is a boat, close to our gangway," sMd the officer of 
the deck, who had kindly interested himself in behalf of so 
interesting a ^rl, " with a single man in it ; a few grani would 
induce him to put you ashore." 

The fellowin the boat was of the class of the lazzaroni, wearing a 
3!ean cotton shirt, a Phrygian cap, and cotton trowsers, that 
terminated at the knees, leavthg his muscular arms and legs 
entirely bare ; models for the statuary, in their neatness, vigor, 
and proportions. The feet, alone, formed an exception fo the 
ordinary attire, for they were cased in a pair of qu«nt canvas 
shoes, that were ornamented a little like the moccasins of the 
American Indian, Carlo caught the eye of this man, who 
appeared to be eagerly watching the frigate's gangway for a 
fere, and holding up a small piece of silver, in a moment the 
light boat was at the foot of the accommodation-ladder. Ghita 
now descended ; and as soon as her uncle and she were seated, 
•he skin; for it was little more, whirled away from the ship's 
eide, though two or three more, who had also been left by 
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recreant boatmen for better feres, called out to him to reCMve 
them also. 

" We had best go alone, even though it coat ns a heavier 
price," quietly observed Carlo to his niece, as he noted this 
occurrence. " Pull iia a short distance from the ship, Mend ; 
— ^here, where there are fewer boats ; and tiou shall meet with 
a f^r reward. We have an interest in this solemn scene, and 
could wish not to be observed." 

" I know that well, Signor Carlo," answered the boatman ; 
" and will see tliat you are not molested," 

Ghita uttered a taint exclamation, and, looking up, first saw 
that the feigned lazzarone was no other than Raoul Yvard. As 
her uncle was too unobservant, in general, to detect his disguise, 
he made a sign for her to command herself, and continued row- 
ing, as if nothing had occurred, 

" Be at ease, Ghita," said Carlo ; " it is not yet the time, and 
we have twenty good minutes for our aves." 

Ghita, however, was far from being at ease. She felt all the 
risks that the young man now ran, and she felt that it was 
on her account solely that he incurred them. Even the solemn 
feeling of the hour, and the occasion, was disturbed by his pre- 
sence ; and she wished he were away, on more accounts than 
one. Here he was, nevertheless, and in the "midst of enemies ; 
and it would not have been in nature, for one of her tender yeais 
and sex, and, most of all, of her feelings, not to indulge in a 
sentiment of leader gratitude towards him, who had, as it were, 
thrust his head into the very lion's mouth, to do her a service. 
Between Raoul and Ghita, there had been no reserves on the 
subject of parentage ; and the former underetood why his mis- 
tress was here, aa well as the motive that brought her. As for 
the last, she glanced timidly around her, fearful that the lugger, 
too, had been brought into the throng of ships that crowded the 
anchorage. For this, however, Eaoul was much too wary, 
nothing resembling his litUo craf^ being visible. 

The reader will have understood that many vessels of war, 
EngUsh, Eussian, Turkish, and Neapolitan, were now anchored 
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in the bay. As the French still held the castle of St Elmo, ot 
the citadel that crowna the heights, that, in their turn, crown 
the town, the shipping did not lie qnite as close to the mole aa 
usual, lest a shot fi^om the enemy above might do them injury ; 
but they were sufficiently near to permit all the idle and curious 
of Naples, who had the hearts and the means, to pull off and 
become spectators of the sad scene that was about to occur. As 
the hour drew near, boat after boat arrived, until the Minerva 
was surrounded with spectators, many of whom belonged even 
to the higher classes of society. 

The distance between the Neapolitan frigate and the ship of 
the English rear-admiral, was not great ; and everything that 
occurred on board the former, and which was not actually hid- 
den by the sides and bulwarks of the vessel itself, was easily to 
be seen irom the decks of the latter. Still the Foudroyant lay a 
httie without the circle of boats ; and in that direction Eaoul had 
pulled, to avoid the throng, resting on his oars when about a 
third of a cable's length ftom the British admiral's stem. Hera 
it was determined to wait for the awful signal and its fatal 
consequences. The brief interval was passed, by Ghita, in tell- 
ing her beads, while Carlo joined in the prayers with the devo- 
tion of a zealot It is scarcely necessary to say, that all this 
Eaoul witnessed without iaith, though it would be doing injua- 
ijce to his nature, as well as to his love for Ghita, to say he did 
90 witiiout sympathy. 

A solemn and expecting silence reigned in all the neighbor- 
ing ships. The afternoon was calm and sultry, the zephyr 
ceasing to blow earlier than common, as if unwilling to disturb 
the melancholy scene with its murmurs. On boa^tiX the Minerva 
no sign of life—scarcely of death — was seen ; though a single 
whip was visible, rigged to the fore-yard ami, one end being 
led in-board, while the other ran along the yard, passed through 
a leading block, in its quarter, and descended to the deck. 
There was a platform fitted on two of the guns beneath this 
expressive but simple arrangement ; but, as it was in-board, it 
was necessarily concealed irom all but those . who were on the 



ty Google 



Minerva's decks. With these prepM^fions Eaoul was fiimihar, 
and his understanding eye saw the particular rope that was so 
soon to deprive Ghita of her grandfather ; though it was lost 
to her and her uncie among the maze of lig^ag by which it 
was surroanded. 

There might have been ten minutes passed in this aolertm 
stillness, during which the crowd of boats continued to collect ; 
and the crews of the different ships were permitted to take such 
positions as enabled them to become spectators of a scene that it 
was hoped might prove admonitory. It is part of the etiquette 
of a vessel of war to make her people keep close ; it iwing 
deemed one sign of a well ordered ship to let as few men be 
seen as possible, except on those occasions when duty requires 
them to show themselves. This rigid ■ rule, however, was 
momentarily lost sight ofi and the teeming masses that floated 
around La Minerva gave up their thousands hke bees clustering 
about their hives. It was in the midst of such signs of expecta- 
tion that the call of the boatswain was heard piping the side on 
board the Foudroyant, and four side-boys lay over on tie 
accommodation-ladder, a mark of honor never pdd to one of a 
rank less than that of a captdn. Eaoul's boat was withm fifty 
yards of that very gangway, and he turned his head in idle 
curiosity to see who might descend into the gig that was lying 
at &6 foot of the long flight of steps. An ofiicer with one 
epaulette came first, showing the way to two civihans ■ind a 
captain followed. All descended in a line ind entered tlie 
boat. The next instant the oars fell, and the ^g whirled 
round under the Foudroyant's stern, and came glancing up 
towards his own skifE Four or five of the strong man-of-war jerks 
sufficed to send the long, narrow boat as far as was desired, when 
the men ceased rowing, their little craft losing her way within tea 
feet of the skiff occupied by our party. Then it was that Raoul, 
to his surprise, discovered that the two dvilians were no other 
than Andrea Barrofaldi and Vito Viti, who had accompanied 
Cufie and Griffin, their companions in the gig, on a cruise, of 
which the express object was to capture himself and his vessel. 
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Another man would have l>een alarmed at finding himself in 
socli close Ticinity to his enemiea; but Kaonl Yvard was 
amused, rather than rendered uneasy, by the circmnstanee. 
He had feith in his disguise ; and he was much too familiar 
with incidents of this sort not to retain his self-command and 
composure. Of course he knew nothing of the persons of the 
two Englishmen ; but perfectly aware of the presence of the 
Proserpine, he guessed at their identity, and very correctly 
imagined the drcuinstances that brought companions so ill- 
assorted together. He had taken no precautions to disguise 
his face ; and the red Phrygian cap which he wore, in common 
with thousands on that bay, leil every feature and lineament 
fully expressed. With Ghita, however, the case was different. 
She was far better known to the two Elbans, as indeed was the 
person of her uncle, than he was himself; but both had veiled 
their feces in prayer, 

"I do not half like this business. Griffin," observed the 
captain, as his gig entirely lost its way; "and wish, witb all 
my heart, we had nothing to do with it. I knew this old 
Caraccioh, ajid a very good sort of man he was ; and as to 
treason, it is not easy to say who is and who is not a traitor ia 
times like these, in such a nation as this. Ha ! I believe my 
soul, this is the same old man, and the same pretty girl, that 
came to see Nelson half an hour ago about this very exe- 
cution ?" 

" What could (A^y have to do with Prince Oaracdoli, or hig 
treason, sir 1 The old chap looks bookish ; bat he is not a 
priest ; and, as to the ^rl, she is trim-built enough ; I feocy the 
face is no great matter, however, or she would noi ttike to laucli 
pains to hide it" 

Eaoul muttered a " sacr-r-re," between his taeth, but he suc- 
ceeded in suppressing all outward expression of feehng. Cuai., 
on the contrary, saw no other motive for unusual diserelion, 
beyond the presence of his boat's crew, before whom, however, 
he was accustomed to less reserve than with his people in 
general. 
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"If she be the same as the one we had in the cabin," h« 
answered, "there is no necessity for a veil; for a prettier or 
a more modest-looking girl is not often fallen in with. "What 
she wanted exactly, is more than I can tell you, as she spoke 
Italian alt<^ther ; and ' miladi' had the interview pretty much 
to herself. But her good looks seem to have taken with this 
old bachelor, the justice of the peace, who eyes her as if he had 
an inchnation to open his mind to the beauty. Ask him 
in Italian, Griffin, what mare's nest he has run foul of now." 

" Tou seem to have found something to look at besides 
the Minerva, Signer PodestS," observed Griffin, in an imdertone. 
" I hope it is not Venus." 

" Cospetto !" grunted Vito Viti, nudging his neighbor, the 
vice-governatore, and nodding towards the other boat ; " if that 
be not little Ghita, who came into our island lilte a comet, and 
went out of it — to what shall I Uken her sudden and extraordi- 
nary disappeai'ance, Signer Andrea i — " 

" To that of le Feu-Follet, or ze Vmg-y-Ving," put in Griffin, 
who, now he had got the two functionaries fairly afloat, spared 
none of the jokes that come so easy and natural to a man- 
of-war's man. " She went out, too, in an ' extraordinary disap- 
pearance,' and perhaps the lady and the lugger went out toge- 
ther." 

Vito Viti muttered an tmswer ; for by this time he had dis- 
covered that he was a very different personage on l>oard 
the Proserpine, from what the other had appeared to consider 
him while in his native island. He might have expressed him- 
1 e r aloud, indeed ; but, at that instant, a column of smoke glanced 
oyt if the hew port of the Minerva — a yellow flag was shown 
R'.ofi: — and then came the report of the signal gun. 

It has been said that vessels of war of four different nations 
were at that time lying in the Bay of Naples. Nelson had come 
in but a siiort lime previously, with seventeen ships of the hne ; 
and he fotnj several more of his countrymen lying there. This 
large fOTce had been assembled to repel an wrpeded attack on 
the island of Minorca ; and it was still kept together in an uneer- 
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tfflinty of lie future movemeiite of the enemy. A Eusaian fbrc» 
had come out of tie Black Sea, to act against the French, bring- 
mg with it a squadron of the Grand Signor ; thus presenting to 
the world the singular spectacle of the followers of Luther, devo- 
tees of the Greek church, and disciples of Mahomet, uniting 
in defence of " our rights, our firesides, and our altais I" To 
these vessels must he added a small squadron of ships of the 
country ; making a mixed force of four different ensigns, that 
was to witness the melancholy scene we are about to relate. 

The yeEow fl;^ and Ihe signal gim brought everything in the 
shape of duty to a stand-still in all the fleets. The hoarse com- 
mands ceased — the boatswains and their mates laid aside their 
calls, and the echoing midshipmen no longer found orders 
to repeat. The seamen gathered to the sides of their respective 
vesseb — every part glistened with expectant eyes — the booms 
resembled clusters of bees suspended from the boughs of a 
forest ; and the knight-heads, tafeails, gangways, and stretchers 
of the rigging, were garnished with those whose bright buttons, 
glazed hats, epaulets, and dark-blue di'esses, denoted to belong 
to the privileged classes of a ship. Notwithstanding aU this 
curiosity, nothing like the feehng which is apt to be manifested 
at an exhibition of merited puniahment, was visible in a single 
countenance. An expression reaembhng a sombre gloom 
appeared to have settied on all those grim warriors of the deep ; 
English, Russian, Neapolitan, or Turk, apparently reserving alt 
his sympathies for the suiFerer, rather than for the majesty 
of justice. Still, no murmur arose — no sign of resistance was 
made — no look of remonstrance ^ven. The imseen mantle of 
authority covered all; and these masses of discontented men 
submitted, as we bow to what is believed to be the fiat <rf .fate. 
The deep-seated and unresisting habit of discipline suppressed 
complaint; but there was a general conviction that some act 
was about to be committed, that it were better for humanily 
and justice should not be done ; or, if done at all, that^^aeeded 
more of foim, greater dehberation, and a ;^iirer trial, to ,bp 
so done as to obtain the commendation of jnea. The "Siu^ 
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alone showed apathy ; though all showed submiasion. These 
sTibjecta of destiny looked on coldly, though even among them a 
low rumor had passed that a malign influence prevailed in the 
fleet ; and that a great and proud spirit had got to be mastered 
by the passion thai so often deprives heroes of their self-command 
and independence. 

Ghita ceased her prayere, as the report of the gun broke 
rudely on her cars, and with streaming eyes, she even dared to 
look towards the frigate, Eaoul, and ail the rest, bent their 
gaze in the same direction. The sailors, among them, saw the 
rope at the fore-yard-arm move, and then heads rose slowly 
above the hammoek-cloths ; when the prisoner and his attendant 
priest were visible even to their feet. The unfortunate Carac- 
cioli, as has been said, had nearly numbered his threescore and 
ten years, in the regular conrae of nature ; and his bare bead 
now showed the traces of time. He wore no coat ; and his arms 
were bound behind his back, at the elbows, leaving just motion 
enough to the hands to aid him in the sUghler offices about his 
own person. His neck was bare, and the fatal cord was tight- 
ened sufficiently aronnd it, to prevent accidents, constantly 
admonishing its victim of its revolting office. 

A low murmur arose among the people in the boats, as this 
spectacle presented itself to their eyes ; and many bowed their 
feces in prayer. Tte condemned man caught a ray of conso- 
lation from this expression of sympathy ; and he looked around 
him, an instant, with something like a return of those feeUngs 
of the world, which it had been his effort and his desire totally 
to eradicate, since he had taken leave of Ghita, and learned that 
his last request — that of changing his mode of punishment — 
had been denied. That was a fearftil moment for one like Don 
Francesco CaraccioU, who had passed a long life in the midst of 
the scene that surrounded him — illustrious by birth, affluent, 
luaiored for his services, and accustomed to respect and deference. 
Never had the glorious panorama of the bay appeared more 
kirely than it did at that instant, when he was about to quit it 
for ever, by a vioUnt and disgraceful death. From the pnipte 
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mountains — the cerulean void above him — the hlue waters over 
whieh he seemed abeady to be suspended — and the basking 
shores, rich in their towns, villas, and vines, his eje turned towards 
the world of ships, each alive with its masses of living men, 
A glance of melancholy reproach was cast upon the Uttle flag 
that was just waving at the mizen-mast-head of the Foudroyant ; 
and then it fell on the carpet of feces beneath, that seemed fairly 
to change the surfece of the smooth sea info an arena of human 
coimtenances. His look was steady, though his soul was in a 
tumult. Ghita was recognised by her companion, and by her 
dress. He moved towards the edge of his narrow scaflblding, 
endeavored to streteh forth his arms, and blessed her, again, 
aloud. The poor ^rl dropped on her knees, in the bottom of 
the boat, bowed her head, and in tliat humble attitude did she 
remjun until all was over ; not daring once to look upwards 
again. 

" Son," said the priest, " this is a moment when the caith, 
and its feelings, must be forgotten." 

" I know it, father," answered the old man, his voice trembling 
with emotion, for his sensations were too powerful, too sublime, 
even, for the degrading passion of fear — " but never before did 
this imr piece of the creation seem so lovely in my eyes, as now, 
when I am about to quit it for the last time." 

" Look beyond this scene, into the long vista of eternity, son ; 
there thou wilt behold that, which mocks at all human, all 
earthly means. I fear that our time is but short — hast thoa 
aught yet to say, in the flesh !" 

" Let it be known, holy priest, that in my dying moment I 
prayed for Nelson, and for all who have been active in brining 
me to this end. It is easy for the fortunate, and the untempted, 
fo condemn ; but he is wiser, as he is safer, who puts mora 
reliance on the goodness of God than on his own merits." 

A ray of satasfactJon gleamed athwart the pale countenance 
of the priest — a sincerely pious man, or fear of personal conse- 
quences might have kept him aloof from such a scene— and he 
closed his eyes, while he expressed his gratitude to God, in th« 
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secret recesses of his own spirit. Then lie turned to the prince, 
and spoke clieeringly. 

" Son," he said, " if thou quittest life with a due dependence 
on the Son of God, and in thia temper towards thy fellow- 
creaturea, of all thia hving throng, thou art he who is most to 
be envied ! Address thy soul in prayer once more to Him 
who thou feelest can alone serve thee." 

Caraccioh, aided by the priest, knelt on the scaffold ; for the 
rope hung loose enough to permit that act of humihation, and 
the other bent at his side. 

"1 wish to God Nelson had nothing to do with this I" 
muttered Cuffe, as he turned away his fece, inadvertently 
bending hia eyes on the Foudi'oyant, nearly under the stem of 
which ship his gig lay. There, in the stem-walk, stood tiie 
lady, already mentioned in this chapter, a keen spectator of the 
awful scene. No one but a maid was near her, however; the 
men of her companionship not being of moods stem enough to 
be at her side. Cuffe turned away from this sight, in still 
stronger disgust ; and just at that moment a common cry arose 
from the boats. Looking round, he waa just in time to see the 
unfortunate CaramoU drs^ed from his knees by the neck, 
until he rose, by a steady man-of-war pull, to the end of the 
yard; leaving his companion alone on the scaffold, lost in 
prayer. There was a horrible minute, of the struggles between 
life and death, when the body, so late the tenement of an 
immortal spirit, hung, hke one of the jewel-blocks of the ship, 
dangling passively at the end of the spar, aa insensible as the 
wood which suatwued it 
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CHAPTER XV. 



A LONG summer's evening did the body of Francesco 
Caraccioli Bang suspended at the jard-arm of the Minerva ; a 
revolting spectacle to his countrymen, and to most of the 
strangers who had been the witnesses of hia end. Then was it 
lowered into a boat, its feet loaded with a double-headed shot, 
and it was carried out a league or more into the bay, and cast 
into tie sea. The revolting manner in which it rose to the 
surface and confronted its destroyers, a fortnight lat«r, has 
passed int« history ; and, to this day, forms one of the marvels 
related by the ignorant and wonder-loving of that region.* As 
for Ghita, she disappeared, no one knew how ; Vito Vili and 
his companions being too much absorbed with the scene to note 
the tender and considerate manner in which Eaoul rowed her 
off from a spectacle Ibat could but be replete with horrors, to 
one so situated. Cuffe, himseli^ stood but a few minutes 
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longer; but he directed his boat's crew to pull along^de of the 
Proserpine. In half-an-hour after the execution took place, thia 
frigate was aweigh ; and then she was seen Btandng out of the 
bay, before a light air, covered with canvas from her truck to 
her hammock-cloths. Leaving her for the moment, we will 
return to the party in the skiff. 

Nether Carlo Giuntotardi nor Ghita Caracdoli — for so we 
must continue to call the ^rl, albeit the name is much too 
illustrious to be borne by one of her humble condition in hfe — 
but, neithei- of these two had any other design, in thus seeking 
out the unfortunate admiral, than to perform what each believed 
to be a duty. As soon as the fete of Caraccioli was decided, 
both were wilhng to return to their old position in life ; not that 
tiey felt ashamed fo avow their counexion with the dead, but 
because they were quite devoid of any of that worldly ambition, 
which renders rank and fortune necessary to happiness. 

When he left the crowd of boats, Eaoul pulled towards the 
rocks which bound the shores of the bay, near the gardens of 
Portid. This was a point sufficiently removed from the com- 
mon anchorage to be safe from observation ; and yet so near 
as to be readied in considerably less than an hour. As the 
light boat proceeded, Ghita gradually regained her composure. 
She dried her eyes, and looked around her inqmringly, aa 
if wondering whither their companion was taking them. 

" I will not ask you, Eaoul, why you are hero, at a moment 
like this, and whence you have come," she said ; " but I may 
ask whither you are now carrying us ? Our home is at St. 
Agata, on the heights above Sorrento, and on the other side of 
the bay. We come there, annually, to pass a mouUi with ray 
mother's sister, who asks this much of our love." 

" If I did not know all this, Ghita, I would not, and could 
not be here. I have visited the cottage of your aunt thia day ; 
folbwed you to Naples, heard of the admiral's trial and sen- 
tence, understood how it would affect your feelings, traced you 
on board the Enghsb admhal's ship, and was in waiting as you 
found me ; having first contrived to sead away the man who 
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took you off. Ai! this has coma about as naturally as the feel- 
ing which has induced me to venture again into the lion's 
mouth." 

" The pitcher that goea often to the wel!, Raoul, gets broken at 
last," said Ghita, a little reproachfiilly, though it surpassed her 
power to prevent the tones of tenderness from mingling with 
hec words. 

" Tou know all, Ghita. After months of perseverance, and a 
love such as man seldom felt before, you dehberately and coldly 
refused to he my wife ;— nay, you have deserted Monte Argen- 
taro, purposely to get rid of my importunities ; for there I 
could go with the lugger, at any moment ; and have come here, 
upon this bay, crowded with the English and other enemies of 
Franco, fancying that I would not dare to venture hither. 
Well, you see with what success ; for neither Nelson nor his 
two-deckers can keep Eaoul Yvavd from tke woman he loves, 
let him be as victorious and skilful as he may !'' 

The sailor had ceased rowing, to give vent to his feelings in 
this speech, neither of the two coUoquiats regarding the presence 
of Giuntotardi any more tban if he had been a part of iiiem- 
selvea. This indifference to the fact that a tliird person was a 
listener, proceeded from habit, the worthy scholar and religion- 
ist being usually too abstracted to attend to concerns as hght as 
love and the youthful affections. Ghita was not surprised 
either at the reproaches of her suitor or at his perseverance ; 
and her conscience told her he uttered but the truth, in 
attributing to her the motives he had, in urging her uncle to 
make their recent change of residence ; for, while a sense of 
duty had induced her to quit the toweis, her art was not suffi- 
dent to suggest the expediency of going to any olber abode 
than that which she was accustomed to inhabit periodically, and 
about which Raoul knew, from her own innocent narrationB, 
neariy as much as she knew herself. 

"I can say no more than I have ssdd already," tbe thought- 
ful girl answered, after Raoul had begun j^ain to row. " It is 
better, on every account, that we should part. I cannot change 
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«iy coTintij ; nor can you desert that glorious republic, of which 
fou feel so proud. I am an Italian, and you are French ; while, 
more than all, I worship my God, while you believe in the new 
opinions of your own nation. Here are causes enough for sepa- 
ration, surely, however favorably and kindly we may happen to 
tiiink of each other in general." 

" Tell me not any more of the heart of an Italian giri, and 
■of her readiness to fly to the world's end with the man of her 
choice !" exclaimed Kaoul, bitterly. " I can find a thouaand 
mrls in I-anguedoc, who would make the circuit of the earth 
yearly, rather than be separated a day from the seamen they 
have chosen for their husbands." 

"Then look among the ^rla of Languedoc for a wife," 
answered Ghita, with a smile so melancholy that it contradicted 
her words. " Better to take one of your own nation and opi- 
nions, Baoul, than risk your happiness with a stranger, who 
might not answer all your hopes, when you came to know her 
better." 

" We will not talk further of this, now, dearest Ghita ; my firet 
care must be to carry you back to the cottage of your aunt — 
unless indeed you will at once embark in le Feu-FoUet, and 
i-etum to the towers!" 

" Le Feu-Follet ! — she is hardly here, in the raidst of a fleet 
of her enemies ! — Remember, Raoul, your men will begin to 
iomplain, if you place them too often in such risks to gratify 
your own wishes." 

" Peate \ — I keep them in good humor by rich prizes. 
Th^ have been successful ; and that which makes yonder Nel- 
son popular, and a great man, makes Eaoul Yvard popular, 
and a great man, also, in his htUe way. My crew is hke its 
captain — ^it loves adventures and it loves success." 

" I do not see the lugger — among a hundred ships, there » 
no sign of yours ?" 

"The Bay of Napoli is large, Ghita," returned Raoul, 
laughing; "and le Feu-Follet takes but little room. See — 
yonder vaisseaux-de-hgne appear trifling among these noble 
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mountains, and on this wide gulf; you cannot expect my little 
lu^er fo make much sliow. We are small, Ghita mia, if not 
insignificant !" 

" StiD, where there are so many vi^lant eyes, there is always 
danger, Raoul ! Besides, a lugger is an unusual rig, as you 
have owned fo me yourself." 

" Not here, among all these eastern craft. I have always 
found, if I wished to he unnoticed, it was best to get into a 
crowd ; whereas, he who hves in a village, hves in open day- 
light. But we will talk of these things when alone, Ghita — 
yonder fisherman is getting ready to receive us." 

By this time the skiff was near the shore, where a little yawl 
was anchored, containing a sohtary fisherman. This man was 
examining them as they approached ; and, recognising Raoul, 
he was gathering in his lines, and preparing to raise his grapnel. 
In a few minutes the two craft lay side by side ; and then, 
though not without difficulty, owing to a very elaborate disguise, 
Ghita recognised Ithuel Bolt. A very few words sufficed to let the 
American into all that it was nec^sary he should know, when the 
whole party made its arrangements to depart. The skiff which 
Raoul, having found it lying on the beaeh, had made free with 
without leave, he anchored, in the full expectation that its right 
owner might find it some day or other ; while its caigo was 
transferred to the yawl, which was one of the lugger's own 
attendants. The latter was a light, swift pulhng httle boat, 
admirably constructed, and fit to hve in a sea-way ; requiring 
moreover but two good oars, one of which Raoul undertook to 
piUl himself, while Ithuel managed the other. In five minutes 
after the junction was made the party was moving ^ain from 
the land, in a straight line across the bay, steering in the direc- 
tion of its southern eape, and proceeding with the steady, swift 
movement of men accustomed to the foil. 

There are few portions of the sea in which a single ship or 
boat is an object of so litUe notice as the Bay of Naples. This 
is true of all times and seasons ; the magnificent scale on which 
nature has created her panorama, rendering ordinary objects of 
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comparative insignificance ; while the constant movement, flie 
fruit of a million of souls thronging around its teeming shores, 
covers it in all directions with boats, almost as the streets of a 
town are crowded with pedestrians. The present occasion, too, 
was one likely to set everything in motion; and Raoul judged 
rightly when he thought himself less hkely to be observed in 
such a scene, than on a smaller and less frequented water. As 
a matter of course, while near the mole, or the common anchor- 
age, it was neceasaiy to pass amid a floating throng ; bnt, once 
beyond the Umits of this crowd, the size of the bay rendered it 
quite easy to avoid unpleasant collisions, without any apparent 
effort; while the passage of a boat, in any direction, was an 
occurrence too common to awaken distrust. One would think 
no more of questioning a craft that was encountered, even in 
the centre of that spacious bay, than he would think of 
inquiring about the sb'anger met in the matket-place. All this 
both Kaoul and Ithue! knew and felt ; and once in motion, in 
their yawl, they experienced a sense of security, that, for the 
four or five previous hours, had not always existed. 

By this time, the sun was low, though it was possible, as 
Eaoul perceived, to detect the speck that was still swinging at 
the Minerva's fore-yard-ann ; a circumstance to which the 
young man, with considerate feehng, refrained from adverting. 
The Proserpine had been some time in motion, standing out of 
the fleet under a cloud of canvas, but with an air so light as to 
permit the yawl to gain on her, though the heads of both were 
turned in the same direction. In this manner, mile after mile 
was passed, until darkness came. Then tfie moon arose, render- 
ing tie bay less distinct, it is true, but scarcely more mysterious 
or more lovely, tiian in the hours of stronger Ught. The gulf; 
indeed, forms an exception in this particular to the general rule, 
by the extent of its shores, the elevation of its mountains, the 
beauty of its water — which has the deep tint of tiie ocean off 
soundinge — and tlie softness of the atmosphere ; lending to it, 
by day, all tlie mellowed and dreamy charms that other scenes 
borrow from the illusions of night, and the milder brilliance of 
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tiie secondary planets. Raoul did not exert himself at the oai 
and, as he eat aft, his companion was obliged to take the stroke 
from his movement. It was so pleasant to have Gbita with him, 
on his own element, that he never hurried himself while in the 
enjoyment of her society. The convei'sation, it will readily be 
imagined, was not lively; but the saddened melancholy of 
Ghita's voice, as she occasionally hazarded a remark of her own, 
or answered one of his quoationa, sounded sweeter, in his ears, 
than the music of the sliip's bands that was now wafted to them 
across the water. 

As the evening advanced, the land-breeze increased, and the 
Proserpine gradually giuned upon the boat When the latter 
was abont two thirds of the distance across the bay, the ingate 
caught the stronger current that came down athwart the cam- 
p^;na, between Vesuvius and the mountains behind Cas1«l k 
Mm^ when she drove ahead fast. Her smls, as seamen express 
it, were all asleep ; or swelled outward, without collapsing ; and 
her rate of saihng was between five and six miles in the hour. 
This brought them np with the boat, hand-over-hand, as it is 
called ; and Ghita, at Eaoul's request, put tie hehn aside, in 
order that they might get out of the way of the huge body that 
was approaching. It would seem that there was some design, 
on the part of the ship, in coming so near, for she made a sheer 
towards the yawl, in a way to frighten the tjmid helmswoman, 
and to induce her to relinquisb her hold of the tiller. 

"Fear nothing," called out Griffin, in Italian — "we intend to 
offer you a tow. Stand by, and catch the Une — Heave !" 

A small rope was thrown ; and, felling directly across Ithuel's 
head, that person could do no less than seize it. With ail hia 
detestation of the English in general, and of this vessel in par- 
ticular, the man-of-all-work had the labor-saving propensity of 
his countrymen ; and it struck him as a good thing to make a 
" ling's ship " aid an enemy's privateer, by accepting tie offer. 
As ho used the hno with proper dexterity, the yawl was soon 
towing on )he quarter of the frigate ; Raoul taking the helm, 
and ^ving the boat the sheer necessary to prevent her dragging 
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in alongside. This was a change ao sudden, and so totaKy 
nnespeeted, tiat Ghita murmured her disapprobation, lest it 
should lead to a discovery of the true character of her companions. 

" Fear nothing, dearest," answered Raoul, " they cannot 
suspect us ; and wo may learn something useful by being here. 
At all events, le Feu-Follet is safe ftom their designs, just at 
this moment" 

"Are you boatmen of Capri V called out Griffin, who stood 
on the taffrail of the ship, witli Cuffe and the two ItaUana near 
by ; the first dictating the questions his lieutenant put. 

"S'nore, ai," answered Raoul, adopting the patois of the 
country, as well as he could, and disguising his deep mellow 
voice, by speaking on a high shrill key. " Boatmen of Capri, 
that have been to Napoh with wine, and have been kept out 
later than we intended by the spectacle at the yard-arm of the 
Minerva. Cospetto ! them signori make no more of a prince, 
than we do of a qu^l, in the season, on our httle island. Par- 
don me, dearest Ghita ; but we must throw dust into their eyes." 

" Has any strange sail been seen about your island within the 
last twenty-four hours?" 

" The bay is fiiU of strange sail, S'nore ; even the Turks 
coming lo see us, since the last trouble with the French." 

"Aye — but the Turks are now your allies, hke us Enghsh. 
Have you seen any other strangers?" 

" They tell me, there ate ships from the far north, too, S'nore, 
off the town. Russians, I believe, they call them." 

" They, too, are aUies ; but I mean enemies. Has there not 
been a iiiggtt seen off your island, within the last day or two — 
aln^er of the French?" 

"Si — si — I know what you mean, now, S'nore; there has 
been a vessel like that you mention, off the island ; for I saw 
her with my own eyes — si— «i. It was about the twenty-third 
hour, last evening — a lu^er, and we all swd she must be 
French, by her wicked looks." 

" Raoul !" SMd Ghita, as if reproaching him for an 
indiscretion. 
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"This is the true way to befog them," answered the young 
man ; " liiey Lave certainly heard of us ; and by seeming to teli 
a iittle truth frankly, it will give me an opportunity of telling 
more untruth," 

" Ah, Raoul, it is a sad life that renders uatraths necessary !" 

" It is the art of war, dearest ; without it, we should soon be 
outwitted by these knaves of English. Si— si, S'nori ; we all 
said juat that, concerning her looks and rig." 

"Will you sheer your boat alongside, friend," inquired 
Griffin, " and come on board of us ? We have a ducat here, 
that wants an owner ; I fancy it will fit your pocket as we!! aa 
another's. We will haul you ahead, abreast of the gangway." 

" Oh ! Eaoul, do not think of this rash act," whispered Ghita ; 
"the vice^vematore, or the podest^ wiU recollect you; and 
then all will be lost !" 

"Fear nothing, Ghita — a good cause and a keen wit will 
carry me through; while the least hesitation might, indeed, 
ruin us. Thrae English first ask, and then take, without asking, 
if you tell them no. Corpo di Baceo ! who ever heard, dther, 
of a lazzarone's refiising a ducat!" 

Raoul then whispered a few words to Ithuel, when, the boat 
being by this time fai' enough ahead, he gave it a sheer 
alongside of the sliip, seized a man-rope, and went up the eleets 
as actively as a cat It is certain, not a soul on board that fine 
frigate had the least suspicion of the true character of the 
individual who now confidently trod her quarter-deck. The 
young man, himself, loved the excitement of such an adventure, 
and he felt the greater confidence in his impunity, from the 
drcumstance that there was no other light than that of tlid 
moon. The suls, too, east their shadons upon deck ; and then, 
neither of the two Itjh-ms wts a wizard at detecting impostors, 
as he knew by expripnce 

The watch was set for the night, ^nd Winchester, who had 
returned to dnt>, h Id the trumpet while GriiBn had no other 
immeliate oflice but t" interpret Two ov three midshipmen 
were lounging ibjut th' quaitiidck; here and there a 
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Beaman was on the look-out, at tho halyards, or on a cat-head ; 
some twenty or thirty old sea-dogs were pacing the gaDgwa3rB 
or the forecastle, with their arms ci'ossed, and hands stuck in 
tlieir jackets ; and a quick-eyed, active quarter-master stood 
near the man at the wheel, conning the ship. The remainder 
of the watch had stowed themselves between the guns, or among 
f}ie booms, in readiness to act, but in truth dozing. Cuffe, 
GrifEn, and the two Italians, descended irom the taflrail, and 
awwled the approach of the supposed lazzarone, or boatman of 
Capri, as he was now believed to be, near the stem of the 
vessel. By an airangement among themselves, Vito Viti 
became the spokesman; GrifEn translating to the capt^n aU 
that passed in an under-tone as soon as it was uttered. 

"Come hither, friend," commenced the podesta, in a 
patronizing, but somewhat lofty manner ; " this generous and 
noble English captain, Sir Kooffe, desires me to present you 
with a ducat, by way of showing that he asks no more of you 
than he is wilhng to pay for. A ducat* is a great deal of 
money, as you know ; and good pay merits good services." 

" S'nore, si ; your eccellenza says Ihe truth ; a good dncat 
certainly deserves good services." 

" Bene. Now, tell these signori all you know about that said 
lu^er ; where you saw her ; when you saw her ; and'what she 
was about. Keep your mind clear, and tell us one thing at a 

" S'nore, si. I will keep my mind dear, and tell you no 
more than one thing at a time. I believe, eccellenza, I am to 
begin with where I saw her ; then Pm to tell you iiih£n I saw 
her ; after which, you wish to know what she was about. I 
believe this is the way you put it, S'nore !" 

" Excellently well ; answer in that order, and you will make 
yourself understood. But first, tell me,— do all the natives of 
Capri apoak the same sort of Italian as you do youi'self; friend ?" 
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" 8'nore, si — though my mother having been a French 
woman, they tell me that I have caught a little from her. We 
aJ] get something from our mothers, eccelienza ; and it's a pity 
we could not keep more of it" 

"True, friend; but now for the lugger. Eemember that 
honorable signori will hear what you say ; therefore, for your 
own credit, speak to the point ; and speak nothing but truth, 
for the love of God," 

" Then, 8'nore, first, as to where 1 saw her— does your eccel- 
lenza mean where I was at the time, or where the lugger was !" 

" Where the lugger waa, fellow. Boat think Sir Koofie cares 
where thou spent thy day !" 

" Well, then, eccellenza, the lugger was near the bland of 
Capri, on the side nest the Mediterranean, which, you know, 
S'nore, is on the side opposite to the bay, and near, as might 
be, abreast of the house of Giaeomo Albei-ti — does your eccel- 
lenza know anything of the house I mean ?" 

" Not I ; but l«ll your story as if I knew all about it It is 
these particulars which give value to a tale. How far from the 
nearest land 9 Mention that feet, 1^ all means, if you happen 
to remember." 

" Well, eccellenza, could the distance be measured, now I 
think it would prove to be about as for — not quite, S'nore, but, 
I say, oiouf— about ^ far as from the swd Giacomo's largest 
Sg-ti'ee, ta the vines of Giovanni, his wife's cousin. Si — I think, 
just about that distance." 

" And how far may that be, friend ? Be predse, as much 
may depend on your answera." 

" S'nore, that may be a trifle further than it is from the 
chiirch to the top of the stairs that lead to Ana Capri." 

" Cospetto ! — Thou wilt earn thy ducat speedily, at this rate ! 
Tel! us, at once, in miles; was the lugger one, two, six, or 
twenty miles from your island at the time thou speak'st of!" 

" Eccellenza, you bid me speak of the time, in the second 
place ; after I had told you of the where, in the first place. I 
wish to do whatever will give you pleasure, S'nore." 
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" Neighbor Vito Viti," put in the vice-governatore, " it may 
he well to remember tist this matter is not to be recorded as 
yoa would put on file the confessions of a thief; it maybe 
better to let the honest boatman tell his story in hia own way." 

'■' Aye, now the veechy has set to work, I hope we shall get 
the worth of our ducat," observed Cuffe, in English. 

" S'nori," rejoined Eaoul, " it shall he just as your eccellenzi 
say. The lugger you speak of was off the island last evening, 
steering towards Ischia ; which place she must hare reached in 
the course of the night, aa there was a good land-wind from 
the twenty-third to the fifth hour." 

" This agrees with our account as to the time and place," 
«ud Griffin ; " but not at ali as to the direction the corsair was 
Efeering. We hear she was rather rounding fie aoutliern cape 
for the Gulf of Salerno." 

Eaoul started, and gave thanks, mentally, that he had come 
on board, as this statement showed that his enemies had 
received only too accurate infonoation of his recent movements. 
He had hopes, however, of being able yet to change their iuten- 
liona and of putting them on a wrong scenf 

''n he said ' I ihoull hke ti know nho it is that 
mistal. s outh-east for north wet None of our pilots or 
boatmen, I should think could ever make so great a 
blmid &noe tou are an othcer and understand such 

thmgs and I vnli just isk you if Whii does not he north 
west of Capn i 

" Of that fact tliwe can be no manner of doubt," returned 
GrifEn ; " it b equally true that the Gulf of Salerno lies south- 
east of both — " 

" There, now !" interrupted Eaoui, with a well-acted assump- 
tion of vidgar triumph; "I knew your eccellenza, when you 
came to look into it, would see the folly of saying that a vessel, 
which was standing from Capri towards Isiiia, was going on 
any other course than north-west !" 

"But this is not the question, aniieo. We all understand 
liese islands, which are the bearings of the 
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whole coast, down here-away ; but the question is, which way 
the lugger was steering !" 

" I thought I had said, eccellenna, that she was heaifcig aeroM 
towards Isehia," answered Kaoitl, with an air of obtuse innocence. 

" If you do, you give an account exactly different ftoin that 
which has been sent to the admiral by the good bishop of your 
own island. May I never eat another of his own quwb, if I 
think he would deceiTe us ; and it is not easy to suppose s. man 
like him does not know north from south." 

Raoal inwardly muttered a malediction on all priests ; a class 
of men which, rightly enough, he believed fo be united in their 
hostility to France. But it wonld not do to express this, in his 
assumed character ; and he affected to listen, as one of his class 
ought to give ear to a feet that came from his spiritual feither. 

" North from south, ecceUenza ! Monsignore knows a great 
deal more than that, if the truth were said ; though, I suppose, 
these noble signori are acquainted with the right /everend 
fether's great infirmity ?" 

"Not we — none of us, I fancy, ever had the honor to 
be in his company. Surely, fellow, your bishop is a man of 
truth?" 

" Truth ! — Yes, eceellenza, so true is he that if he were to leQ 
me that the thing I saw myself, had not, and could not happen, 
I should rather beheve Monsignore, than beheve my own eyes. 
Still, Signori, eyes are something ; and as the right reverend 
lather has rwrte, or what are as bad as none, for any use they 
can be in looking at a vessel half-a-mile off, he may not alwsyri 
see what he thinks he sees. When Monsignore fells us that, so 
and so is Gospel, we all believe it, for we know the time has 
been when he could read ; but we never think of going to his 
door to ask which way a ship is steering, having the use of our 
own senses." 

" Can this fellow tell us the truth. Griffin !" asked Cuffe, a good 
deal mystified by Raoul's artifice, and his assumed simplicity. 
"If so, we shijl be goii^ exactly on the wrong scent, by 
hauHng round Campanella, and running into the Gulf of Salerno. 
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The Frendi hold Gaeta yet, and it is quite likely that Master 
Yvard may wish to keep a friendly port open under his lee !" 

" You forget, Captain Cuffe, that his lordship has sent a light 
cruiser already op that way ; and le Fen-Follet would hardly 
dare to show hei^elf near one of our regular fellows — " 

"Umph! — I don't know that, Mr. Griffin; I don't exactly 
know that. The Proserpine is a ' regular fellow,' after a feahion, 
at least ; and the Few-Folly has dared to show herself to (W. 

Jack-o'-Lantem ! — D n me, Griffin, hut I think she is well 

named now, Td ratiiec chase a jack-o'-lantem in the Island of 
Sicily, than be hunting after such a chap ; — first, he's here ; 
then, he's tlicre ; and presently he's nowhere. As for the sloop, 
she's gone south, at my snggesljon, to look into the bays along 
the Calabrian coast I told Nelson I wanted another ship ; for, 

Jniat so certain as this Rule — Eaw-owl — what the d 1 do you 

call the piraie. Griffin !" 

" Eaoiil, Captain Cuffe ; Eaoul Yvard is his name. Tis 
thoroughly French. Raou! means Rodolph." 

" Well, I told Nelson if this lad should get to dod^g round 
one of the islands, we might as well set about playing ' puss in 
the corner,' by the week, as to tiiink of driving him off the land, 
for a fair chase. He works his boat like a stage-coach turning 
in to an inn-yard !" 

" I wonder my lord did not think of this, and giye us a sloop 
or two to help us." 

" Catch Nel. at that ! — He might send one Englishman to 
look afier two Frenchmen ; but he'd never dream of sending 
two Englishmen to look after one Frenchman." 

" But tliis is not a fighting matter, sir ; only a chase — and 
one Frenchman will run faster than two Englishmen, any day 
01 tlia week." 

" Sa-c-r-r-r-e," muttered Eaoul, in a tone that he endeavored 
to suppress, and which was inaudible to all ears but those 
of Andrea Barrofaldi ; the vice-govematore happening to stand 
nearer his person just at that moment than any other of the 
party. 
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" Very true," answered CutFe ; " but eo it is. We are sent 
alone ; and if this Few-FoUy get in between Ischia and Procida, 
it will be easier to uneartli the fox than to drive her out single- 
handed. As for any more boat service against Sier, I suppose 
youVe all had enough of t/iat ?" 

" Why, sir, I rather think the people would be shy," answered 
Griffin, with a little hesitalion of manner, and yet with the 
directness and simplicity of a truly brave man. " We must lot 
ttem get over the last brush before they are depended on much 
for any new set-to of that sort." 

"■Bonf muttered Eaoul, quite unconscious he was over- 
heard. 

" ITevertbeless, we must cateh this fellow, if we wear out our 
shoes in the chase." 

All this lime Andrea Barrofeldi and Vito Viti were pro- 
foundly ignorant of what was passing between the two ofBcers, 
though Raoul listened eagerly, and so well understood eveiy 
syllable they uttered. Until this moment the vice-govern atore 
had been rather indifferent and inattentive as to what occuiTed ; 
but the two esclamaiions of Raoul awakened a vague distrust 
in his mind, which, while it had no direct object, was certainly 
pregnant with serious consequences to the Frenchman himself. 
Deep mortification at the manner in which they had been duped 
by this celebrated privateersman, with a desire to absent them- 
selves fi'om the island until the edge was a little taken off the 
ridicule they both felt they merited, blended with certain long- 
ings to redeem their character?, by assisting in capturing the 
corsair, were the reasons why these two wortliiea, tiie deputy- 
governor and the podostft, were now on board the Proserpine. 
Cuffe had offered, them cots in his cabin, and seats at his table, 
in a moment of confidence ; and the offer was gladly accepted. 
Andrea had not been on board the ship a day, however, before 
he became thoroughly convinced of his utter uselessness ; a eir- 
cumatance that added materially to the awkwardness of. his 
situation. Like all well-meaning and simple-minded men, he 
had a strong wish to be doing ; and day and night he ruminated 
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on the means by himself or discussed them in private dialoguea 
with his friend the podesta. Vito Viti frankly admonished him 
to put his faith in heaven, affirming that something worth 
while would yet tarn up in the cruiae, to render the enterprise 
memorable ; it being a habit with ike magistrate to say an avo 
or two on all trying occasions, and then trust to God. 

"You never knew a miracle, vice-governatore," said Vito 
Viti one day, when they were discussing the matter by them- 
selves ; " you never knew a miraelo come to pass that another 
■was not close on its heels ; the first being a mere preparation 
for the last, and the last always proving to be the most remark- 
able. Now, when Anina Gotti fell ofi" the elifis, it was a mira- 
cle she didn't bredt her neck ; but, when she rolled over into the 
sea, it was a much greater she wasn't drowned !" 

"It is better to leave these things to the church, neighbor 
Vito," was the vice-govemafore's answer ; " nor do I see that 
there has been any miracle in the a^ir to start with." 

" How ! — Do you not call it a miracle, Signor Andrea, that 
two such men as you and I, should be deceived as we were 
beyond all doubt, by this knave of a French corsair ! I look 
upon it as so great a miracle, myself, that it ought to follow, 
instead of going before its companion." 

To this Andrea made an answer suitable to his greater infor- 
mation, and the discourse took its usual direction towards the 
means of doing something to relieve the two functionaries from 
the stigma that they mutually felt now rested on their sagacity, 
and that, too, as this sagacity might be considered conjointly or 
individually. 

It was probably owing to this fever of the mind that the 
vice-governatore, a man usually so simple and confiding, was 
now so suspicious and keenisighted. The presence of Carlo 
Giuntotardi and GMta had at first struck him as a little out of 
the common way ; and though he could not distinguish their 
faces by the light of the moon, and at the distance at which 
they were placed in the yawl, he fancied from the first that hia 
old acquaintancea were in the boat tte ship was towing. Now 
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Andrea Barrofaldi certainly had never before tiiat day connected 
Ghita or her uncle, in any manner, with Raoul Yvard ; but 
it was beyond dispute that the mysterious raanner in which 
they disappeared from the island, had excited some remarks ; 
and in his present state of mind, it was not an extraordinary dr- 
cumstance that he liad some distant and vague glimmerings of 
the truth. But for Raoul'a indiscreet exclamations, however, 
nothing probably would have come of these indistinct fendes ; 
and we are to refer all that followed to those miguarded outr 
breakings of the Frenchman's humor, rather ilian to any very 
dear process of ratiocination on tlie part of the vice-gover- 
natore. 

Just as Cuffe made the declaration last recorded, Andrea 
stepped up to the spot where he and Griffin were convers- 
ing apart, and whispered a few words in the ear of the latter. 

" The d 1 !" exclaimed the lieutenant, in English, " If 

what the vice^vematoce tells me be true, Capt^n Cuffe, the 
work is lialf done to our hands !" 

"Aye, the veechy is a good fellow at the bottom, Griffin; 
though hel! never bum the bay of Naples. Wliat lias he to 
say now !" 

GrifSn led his captsun a httle aside, and conferred a moment 
with him alone. Orders were then passed to the officer of the 
watch, when Cuffe and his companion went below, hke men in 
a hurry. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



DuRiNK the mimentous lne miiiutea octupied m thp^e pn 
vafe nio\praeiit3 Rauul iffected to be gapng alio it ji vulgar 
astonishment, e\imining the guca ngi^ng oni'uneiits ot the 
quarter ipck &c thuugh in truth nothing that passed among 
those near him escaped his vigilant attention He was uneasy 
at the signs of flte times, and now regretted his own tementy , 
but still he thought his incognito must be impenetiible Lite 
moat persons who feney they speak a foreign language well, he 
was ignorant, too, in how many little things he betrayed him- 
self; the Englishman, cseteris paribus, usnaliy pronouncing the 
Italian better than the Frenchman, on account of the greater 
affinity between his native language and that of Italy, in what 
relates to emphasis and sonnds. Such was the state of mind of 
our hero then, as he got an intimation that the captain of the 
ship wished to see him below. Eaonl observed as he descended 
(he ladder, to comply with what sounded very much like an 
order, that he was followed by the two Elban functionaries. 

The cabin-lamp was trimmed, and the privateersman found 
himself under a strong light, as soon as he had crossed the 
threshold of the apartment Cuffe and Griffin were standing 
near the table, where the vice govematore and the podesti took 
their stations also , giving the whole arrangement a moat 
uncomfortable air of imestigation and ju<itice For an instant, 
Raoiil wished (hat it wai a portion of the Holy InquisitioHj 
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ratter than the tribunal before whicb be now fonnd himself » 



" You must be cool," said Griffin, as tie other moved slowly 
up to the table, maintMning the outward signs of steadiness, but 
cursing in his heart the severe ordeal which he felt be was 
undergoing ; " do me ttie favor to put this siik handkerchief 
about your neck," 

" S'nore, your ecceSlenza is pleased to joke ; we men of 
Capri think little of the nights, at this season of the year- — ■ 
atJb, aa it seems to be your wish, I wiU honor myself so 
much." 

In that age, a black silk kerehief was the certain mark of a 
mihtary man. The old-fashioned stock had gone out, with all 
but old-fashioned people, and the new-fashioned substitut* did 
not make its appearance until many years later ; the present 
usage, indeed, having come in from an imitalJon of the military 
mania which pervaded Christendom at the close of the last 
general war. Black around the neck, properly relieved by the 
white of the linen, was then deemed particularly military ; and 
even in the ordinary dress, such a peculiarity was as certwn a 
sign aa the cockade, that the wearer bore arms. Raoul knew 
this, and he felt he was aiding in unmasking himself, by com- 
plying ; but he thought there might be greater danger should 
he refuse to assume the kerchief. 

" Your eccellenza is making a prince of a very humble boat- 
man," he sMd, when bis neck was fairly enveloped ; " and my 
wife will think some great general is coming, when I enter the 

"To help the delusion, friend, wear this also," continued 
Griffin, throwing the other one of his own undress uniform 
coats, his stature and that of Raoul being very nearly the same. 

The true state of the case was now getting to be somewhat 
uneqiuvocal ; nevertheless, as steadiness and compliance were 
bis only hopes, Raoul did aa desired, and stood with all his 
upper nian decorated in an English naval undress uniform, 
while the nether remained k la lazzarone. 
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" What say jou now, vice-governatore," resumed GrifEn, 
" here are %h1s, and the dress !" 

" I say that this goatleman has done me the honor of several 
visits in my poor residence at Porto Ferrajo," returned Andrea ; 
" and that never has he heen more welcome than he is at this 
moment. Signer Smees, you are a great lover of masquerades, 
and make a carnival of the whole year. 1 trust your distin- 
guished countryman, Sir Cicero, will have it in his power to 
convince these brave Ingleae that all is done in pure pleasanhy 
and without a crime." 

" Messieurs," said Kaonl, stripping himself of his horrowed 
plumes, " it is too late to feign any longer. ^ I am Eaoul 
Yvard, as you say, I am certainly nol le Fen-Follet." 

" Of course, you are aware. Monsieur," observed Griffin, in 
French, " that you are a prisoner to His Britannic Majesty V 

" Sa Majestfi Britannique has not made a conquest equal to 
his success at the Nile," returned Eaoul, ironically ; " hut he 
has me in his hands. It is not the fet IJme Uiat I have had 
the honor to be a prisoner of war, and that, too, in one of hia 

" You are not to suppose that such will be your situation, 
now. Monsieur Yvard. We arrest you in a totally difierent 
character." 

" Not as a friend, I trust, Monsieur ; for, I protest, I have not 
the smallest chum to the character ; as witness a short interview 
off Porto Ferrajo, and an interesting incident at the mouth of 
the Golo." 

" Your taunts may be spared, sir ; fortune fevored you then, 
we allow ; but now we arrest you as a spy." 

"Espion!" repeated Eaoul, starting; "that is an office I 
never contemplated. Monsieur, on coming on board your ship. 
You will do me the justice to acitnowledge that it was only at 
your own invitation that I came on deck. 'Twould he an 
infamy to pretend differently !" 

" We will endure the infemy of, our acts. Monsieur Yvai'd. 
No one accuses you of having come on board the Proserpine as 
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• spy ; but, when an enemy is found rowing about our fleet, 
whicli is anchored in a hostile bay, and this in a disguise like 
youre, it must be a very scrupulous conscience that hesitates to 
pronounce him a spy, and liable to the puniahnient of one." 

This was so true, that the unfortunate young man now felt the 
exceeding dehcaey of his situation. In coining into the bay, he 
had certainly been led by no other intention than to find Ghita ; 
and yet he could not but confess, to himself that he should not 
have hesitated about profiting, in his pubUc character, by any 
information inddentally obtained. He had subjected himself 
to the severest penalties of miiitaiy law, by yielding to his 
passion for Ghita ; and he could not discover a angle aviulable 
excuse to plead in mitigation. 

" What does fie poor devil say. Griffin i" asked Cuffe, who 
felt regret that so brave an enemy should be reduced to so 
desperate a strait, notwithstanding his determined hostility to all 
Frenchmen ; " do not bear too hard upon him, at the first go 
off. Has he any excuse for his di^^ise !" 

" The usual apology, no doutt, air — a desire to serve his one 
and undivided republic! If we should beheve aJl such chaps 
tell us, CaptMu Cuffe, we might go home and send deputies to 
the National Convention; if, indeed, they would do us tiie 
favor to admit them to seats." 

" Gentiemen," said Eaoul, in Enghsh, " there is no longer any 
occasion for an interpreter between us ; I speak your language 
sufficientiy well to make myself understood." 

"I am sorry for your situation, Mr. Yvard," said Cuffe, "and 
wish, with all my heart, you had fallen into our hands in open 
battie instead of in this irregular way." 

"In which case. Monsieur le Capitaine, le Feu-FoUet would 
have been in yoiu' power also I" retnmcd Raoul, smiling 
ironically ; " but, messieurs, words are idle now ; I am your 
prisoner, and must take my chance with you. There is no 
necessity, however, for causing others to suffer for my indiscre- 
tion. I shall esteem it a favor, messieurs, if you will let the 
good people in the boat alongside pull ashore, without moles- 



ts GoOglc 



tatJOD. It is getting late, and we must now be nearly or 
quite abeam of the place where they wish to land ; which is the 
maiina grande of Sorrento." 

" Do you wish us to understand that your companions are 
uot Frendi, Monsieur Yvard ?" 

"Oui, Monsieur le Capitaine ; there Ls not a Frenchman 
ffloong them, I give you my parole d'honneur." 

" Of that fact it may be well to satisfy ourselves by an exami- 
nation, Capl^ Cuffe," put in Griffin, drily. 

" I have sent up to beg Mr. Winchester would get thesd 
people on board — " 

" There is a young woman in the boat who is unaccustomed 
to eatering ships," interrupted Eaoul, hastily, " and I implore 
yoor tenderness in her behalf. Let the men come on board, if 
you think it necessary ; but the signorina can never climb this 
folate's sides !'' 

" We will see to that, more esperaally, Monsieur Yvard, as 
you appear to be so much interested in the lady's comfort. At 
present it will be my duty to put you under a sentiy's chaise ; 
and that it may be done in a way the least offensive to yourself, 
your prison, for like night at least, shall be this cabin. Mr. 
Griffin, give orders to the marine officer accordingly." 

ia a few minutes, a soldier was introduced into the forward 
cabin, and Raoul was regularly placed imder his charge. Not 
till then did the officers return to the quatter-deck. All this 
time Ilhuel and his companions in the yawl were left to their o«1i 
r^eotions, which were anything but agreeable. Matters had 
been conducted so quietly in-board, however, that they possessed 
no due to what had actually occurred ; though Ghita, in par- 
ticular, was full of forebodings and apprehensions. The frigate 
towed them along at a rate which, aa Eaoul said, had brought 
th^n quite abreast of their landing, and within a league of it ; 
and yet she showed no signs of an intention to abate her speed, 
nor did any one appear at the gangway to apeak to them. At 
len^ a hoarse call was heard on deck, and the ship began to 
shorten saiL Her fore-course was hauled up, and the spanker 
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was brailed ; tien the royals were clewed up and furled ; ihe 
top-gallant-sails followed; and presently the Proserpine was 
reduced to her three topsails and jib: All tliis, finished just as 
Cuffe reappeared on deck, was done by the watch, and in about 
five minutes. As soon as sail was thus taken in the heini was 
put to port, the ship came up to the wind on the starboard 
tack, and the main-topsail was laid to the mast, bringing the 
yawi under her lee, and close alongside of the ship. This 
manceuvre was no sooner executed than a seaman ran hghtly 
down the vessel's side, and enlflred the yawl. After examining 
forward and aft he called out, "all right, sir," and shoved the 
boat off to a little distance from the frigate. The yard and 
stay-tackles fell, at the next instant were overhauled down, and 
hooked by the man in the boat. The boatswain's mate, in the 
gangway, piped " haul-taut," and the slack of the tackle was 
pulled in ; then followed a long, steady blow of the call, piping 
" sway-away," and the boat, with all in her, rose from the 
water, and ascended as high as the hammock-cloths in the waist, 
when the stay-taekles took the strain, the yard-tackles " eaaed- 
of^" and tlio boat was landed in the waist of the ship, as 
^ngerly as if it were made of glass, and as s1«adily as if it had 
no more weight than a seaman's hammock. Ghita uttered a 
faint scream when she found herself rising into the air, and 
then she hid her face, awaiting the resnlt with dread. As for 
Carlo Giuntotardi, the movement aroused him a httle from his 
customary apathy, and that was all ; whereas, Itiiael bethought 
him seriously of leaping into the water, and stiiking out for tha 
land. He could swim a league, he thonght ; but there was the 
certainty of being followed by boats, and overtaken; a con- 
sideration that effectnally (.urbed his impatience. It is not easy 
to describe the sensation with which this man found himself 
once more standmg on the deck of his old prison, with the 
additional danger of bemg detected and treated as a deserter. 
It may sonnd re\oltmg, at the present day, to suppose a case in 
which a foreigner was thrown by violence into the militiuy 
service of a nation, and then was pit in jeopardy of his life, 
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because he used a privilege of nature to fly from sieh persecU' 
tion as soon as circumstances placed the means in his power. 
The last age, however, witnessed manj scenes of similar 
wrongs ; and, it is to he feai-ed, in despite of all the mawkish 
philanthropy and unmeaning professions of eternal peace that 
it is now the &shion to array against the experience of man- 
kind, that the next age wiU present their parallels, unltas the 
good sense of this nation infuse into the federal legislative 
bodies juster notions of pohcy, more extended views of their 
own duties, and more accural* opinions of the conditions of the 
several commitnitiea of Christendom, than has marked their 
laws and reasoning for the few past months* In a word, the 
subject of all these tribulations felt an intimate conviction that 
his rights, legal and moral, would avail him but little on the 
present occasion. Then a man never does wrong, even in 
defence of that which is inherently his due, without the secret 
consciousness that " evil may not be done, that good may come 
of it ;" and Ithuel had a certain inward monitor to remind him 
that, much as he had in the way of justifiable complaint, he had 
carried the war into the enemy's country. 

The boat had no sooner touched the deck, than its cargo was 
handed out by the boatswain, who, keeping no watch, had not 
yet turned in ; and who was almost as important a functionary 
on board the Proserpine, as was Vito Viti in the town of Porto 
Ferrajo. He examined each individual, as bo or she landed, as 
he called it; Ghita attracting so much of his attention, as com- 
pletely to eclipse her companions. The soft iur and manner of 
the girt appeared so winning, indeed, by the hght of the moon, 
which now fell clear upon the decks, that all near her, including 
the officers, submitted to very much tlie same influence. 

"So, so. Master Yvard," said Cuffe, in English, "if youdocomo 
into an enemy's camp incogs it is in reasonably good company. 
That girl is Italian, "Winchester ; and she even seems modest !" 
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" Little Ghita !" exclaimed Vito Viti, " aa I hope one day to 
lie in the bosom of Father Abraham ! Bellissima Ghita, what 
has brought thee here, and in such evil company ?" 

GMta was in tears ; but, uncertain how fer Eaoul was committed, 
she strolled for self-command, and did succeed in suppressing 
emotions that might otherwise have rendered his situation more 
dangerous. Drying her eyes, she curtsied to the rice-govematora 
and the podestit, and then answered the question. 

" Signori," she said, " it is a relief to meet counfi^men and 
old acquaintances, on board this strange ship ; and I look to 
you for protection. I do not call it strange, or evil company, 
for m orphan niece to be on the water with her uncle and one 
that has ever been a father to her." 

" Ah— sure enough, vice-governatore, this is Carlo Giuntotardi, 
the uncle ; and the man who dwells so much with the saints, 
even on earth, that he seldom spealts to a sinner. But thou 
Imowest, Htde Ghita, that one of thy watermen is no less a per- 
son than Eaoul Yvard, the wickedest corsair tliat sails out of 
France, and the pest and persecution of the whole ItaUan coast ! 
Did fie church condescend to notice such an unbeheving repub- 
lican, it would be to command all its feithfiil to unite in their 
prayers for his destruction," 

"Raoul Yvard !" repeated Ghita, vrith sufficient astonishment 
in her manner to satisfy any reasonable amount of wonder, on 
the part of the other. "Are you certain, Signor Podoata, of 
the truth of what you say ?" 

"As cert^ aa the confession of the party himself can 

" Confession, Signore V 

" Si, bella Ghita ; confession — your boatman — ^your man 
of Capri~your lazzarone, confesses himself to be neither more 
nor less than the commander of that worker of iniquity, le Feu- 
FoUet." 

" Does le Feu-FoUet do more than other cruisers of the 
enemy ?" — but Ghita felt she was getting to be indiscreet, and 
she ceased. 



ty Google 



StJfl WING-AND-WIKO. 

" 1 do believe, Winchester," said Cuffe, " that this is the very 
^I, and yonder ia the very old man. who came into N'e!son'& 
ciibin, to-day, with something to say about the poor prince who 
was executed this afteraoon !" 

"What could such people have in common with the unfortii- 
cate Caraecioh ?" 

" Sure enough — jet these are the people. The Queen of 
the Fleet — our Lady Admiraless, hadit all toheraelf ; and what 
passed between tbeni, in Italian, I know no more than if it had 
been in Greek. She never told me, you may rest assured ; and, 
from the look of her eye, I question a good deal if she ever told 
Nelson." 

" I wish to heaven his lordship would cut adriit from hia 
moorings alongside that craft, CaptMn Cuffe. I do assure you, 
sir, the fleet begins to talk loudly on the subject ; — was it any 
other man, there'd be the devil to pay about it — ^but we can all 
stand a good deal from Nelson and Bronte." 

" Wei! — well — let every man father his own children ; you 
ought to be quiet, Winchester, foe be asked very kindly about 
your hurt to-day, and would have sent you aboard some knick- 
knack or other for the stomach, but I told him you were all 
8-tanto again, and at duty. What between his head, and his 
arm, and his eye, he's got to be sucii a hulk himself that he 
thinks every wounded man a sort of a relation, I should not 
complain, however, if the small-pox could lay hold of that 
beauty," 

" This has been a bad day's work for England, depend on it, 
Captain Cuffe !" 

" Well, if it has, St, Vincent and the Nile were good days' 
works ; and we'll let one balance the other. Inquire of this 
young woman, Mr. Griffin, if I had not the pleasure of seeing 
her to-day on board the Foudroyant?" 

The question was put, as desired, and Ghita quietly, but 
unhesitatingly, answered in the affirmative. 

" Then ask her to explain how she happened to fall into th« 
company of Eaoul Yvard ?" 
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"Signori," said Ghita, nataraUy, for she had nothing to 
conceal on tbk point, " we live on Monte Aigentero, where my 
uncle is the keeper of the Prince's towere. You know, wa have 
much to fear tem the barbarians along all that coast; and last 
season, when the peace with France kept the Inglesi at a 
distance— I know not how it is, signore, hut they say the 
barbarians are always hardest on tie enemies of Inghilterra— 
but, the past season, a boat from a rover had seized upon my 
uncle and myself, and were carrying us off int« captivity, when 
a Frenchman, and his lu^er, rescued us. From that lime wo 
became friends; and our friend has often stopped near our 
towers to visit us. To-day, we found him in a boat, by the sida 
of tlie Enghsh admiral's ship ; and, as an old acqu^ntanoe, ha 
undertook to bring us to the Son'enline shore, where we are at 
present staying with my mother's sister." 

This was told so naturaUy, as to carry with it the conviction 
of its truth ; and when Griffin had translated it, he did not M 
to assure his superior that he would pledge himself for tha 
accui'acy of the statement, 

" Aye, you young luffi. Griffin, are never backward with your 
vows /or or to pretty girls," answered Cuffe. "The girl doM 
seem honest, however; and, what is more extraordinary, fta- 
the company she is in, she seems modest too. Tell her sh» 
shall not be harmed, though we cannot deprive oureelves of Uia 
pleasure of her company immeaately. She shall have thti 
larboard stafo-room in my cabin until morning, where she and 
her uncle may hve a great deal more comfortably than in ona 
of their out-of-door Neapolitan rookeries, Monte Argentaro, 
ha !— lliat's a bluff just beyond the Roman coast, and it is 
famously besprinkled with towers— half a dozen of fiem at 
least within as many miles, and who knows but this Jack-o'- 
Lantem may be extinguished some fine morning, should we fail 
of laying our hands on it now 3" 

" We can hardly fail of the last. Captain Cuffe, having hw 
commander in oar possession." 

Orders were then given to dispose of the prisoners, leaving 

HcBsdty Google 



272 WINO-AND-WIN-C. 

the boat on deck. Eaoul was sent below, and put in a canvas 
state-room, the arms having been removed, even to the razors, 
and a sentinel placed at the door. Escape from such a 
situation was impossible; and as for self-violence, when that 
point was considered, Coife had coolly remarked — " Poor devil ; 
banged he must be, and if he should be his own executioner, it 
will save us the discomfort of having a scene on board. I 
suppose Nelson will order him to our fore-yard-arm, as a jewel- 
block. I don't see why he cannot use 3 Neapohtan fiigate for 
this job, too ; they are good for nothing else." 

"I rather think, Captain Cuffe, he will swing on board his 
own lugger, should we succeed in catching her," answered the 



"By George, you're right. Griffin; and that's another 
inducement for looking out sharp for the Few-Folly. How 
much better it would have been had we burnt them all in a 
bunch off the Golo I" 

Then followed tiie arrangement by which the prisoner was 
put into the gun-room, as mentioned. Ghita and her uncle 
were shown into the empty cabin state-room, and mattresses 
were provided on which they might repose. Then the captain 
and his two guests retired to the after-cabin, whither Griffin was 
invited ia accompany fiiem. Here the captain recollected that 
there had been a fourth individual in the boat, and he sent an 
order on deck for him to come down for examination, Ithuel, 
observing the attention of the officers occupied by Ghita and 
her uncle, had stolen back towards his own yawl, of which 
he had taken possession, stretching himself out at length, with 
the apparent design to sleep, but in reality to keep himself " out 
of mind," by remaning "out of sight;" reserving, in petto, an 
intention to jump overboard, should the ship go near enough to 
the land to give him a chance for his hfij, after the moon set. 
In this situation he was found, aroused from his lair, and led 
into the cabin. 

It hae been menlioned that Ithuel would not consent to trust 
himself near the Proserpme without disguising his person. 
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ttaou! being well provided with all the materials for a masque- 
rade, this had been effected by putting a black curUng wig over 
his own lank, sandy hair, coloring his whiskers and eyebrows, 
and trusting the remainder to the transformation which might 
be produced by tlie dress, or rather undress, of a Neapolitan 
watcrmai.. The greatest obstacle to this arrangement had been 
a certain queue, which Ithuel habitually wore in a cured eel-skin 
that he had brought with him from America, eight years before, 
and both of which, " queue and eel-skin," he cherished as relics 
of better days. Once a week this queue was unbound and 
combed, but all the remainder of the time it continued in a 
solid mass quite a foot in length, being as hard and about as 
thick as a rope an inch in diameter. Now, the queue had 
undergone its hebdomadal combing just an hour before Eaoul 
announced his intention to proceed to Naples in the yawl, and 
it would have been innovating on the only thing that Ithuel 
treated with reverence, to undo the work untnl another week had 
completed its round. The queue, therefore, was 'disposed of 
under the wig, in the best manner that its shape and aohdity 
would allow. 

Ithuel was left ia the fore-cabin, and his presence was 
announced to Cuffe, 

" It's no doubt some poor devil belon^ng to the Few-Fol!y's 
crew," observed the English Captain, in a rather compassionate 
manner, " and we can hardly think of stringing him up, most 
probably for obeying an order. That would never do. Griffin ; 
so we'll just step out and overhaul his log, in French, and send 
him off to England to a prison-ship, by the first return vessel." 

As this was said, the four in the after-cabin left it together, 
and stood before this new prisoner. Of course Ithuel understood 
all that was said in EngUsh, while the very idea of being cate- 
chized in French threw him into a cold sweat. -In this strait, 
the idea suddenly crossed his mind, that his greatest security 
would be in feigning dumbness, 

"Ecoutez, non ami," commenced Griffin, in very respectable 
English-French, " you are to tell me nothing but the truth, and 
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it may be all the better for you. You belong to the Feu-Follet, 
of course ?" 

Ithuel shook his head in strong disgust, and endeavored to 
mate a sound that he intended to represent a dumb man 
stru^ling to utter the word " Napoh." 

" What is the feUow after, GrifBn 3" said Cuffe. " Can it be 
he doesn't understand French ! Try him a touch in Itahan, 
and let us see what he will say to that." 

Griffin repeated very much what he had said before, merely 
changing the language, and receiyed the same gagging sounds 
for an answer. The gentlemen looked at each otlier, as much 
as to express their surprise. But, unluckily for Ithuel's plan, 
he had brought with him from the Granite state, a certain pro- 
pejisity to pass all the modulations of his voice througt his nose ; 
and the effort to make a suppressed sound brought that member 
more than usually into requisition, thereby ptpducing a certain 
disagreeable combination that deeti^yed everything like music 
that commonly characterizes the Italian words. Now, Andrea 
Lid been struck with this peculiarity about the tones of the 
American's voice, in the interview at Benedetta's wine-house ; 
and the whole connexion between Eaoul and this singular 
person being associated in his mind, the truth flashed on him, 
as it might be, at a glance. His previous success that night 
emboldened the worthy vice-govematore, and, without any 
remark, he walked steadily up to Ithuel, removed the wig, and 
permitted the eel-skin queue to resume its natnral position on 
tbe back of il8 owner. 

"Ha! — What^ veechy," exclaimed Cuffe, laughing — "you 
miearth them like so many foxes te-night. Now, GrifSn, hang 
me if I do not think I've seen that chap before ! Isn't he the 
very man we found at the wheel of la Voltigeuse, when we 
boarded her ?"■ 

" Lord bless me, Captain Cuffe — no sh. This fellow is as 
long as two of that chap — and yet I know the face too. I wish 
you'd let me send for one of the young gentlemen, sir ; they're 
•woiib all the rest of the ship at remembering faces." 
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The pennission was ^ven, and the cabin-steward was sent ca 
deck to desire Mr. Eoiier, one of the oldest midshipmen, and 
who was known to have the watch, to come below. 

" Look at this fellow, Mr. Roller," said GrifBn, as soon as the 
youngster had taken his place in the group, " and fell us if you 
can make anything of him." 

" It's the lazy-rony, sir, we hoisted in, a bit ago, when we 
struck the boat on deck." 

" Aye, no doubt of that — but we think we have seen his foce 
before ; — can you make that out ?" 

Roller now walked round the immovable subject of all these 
remarks ; and he, too, began to think the singular-looking object 
was no stranger to him. As soon, however, as he got a sight 
of the queue, he struck Ithuel a smart slap on the shoulder, and 



" You're welcome back, my lad ! I hope you'll find your 
berth aloft as much to your mind as it used to be. This is Bolt, 
Captain Cuffe, the fore-top-man, who ran from us when last in 
England, was caught and put in a guard-ship, from which they 
sent us word he stole a boat, and got off with two or three 
French prisoners, who happened to be there at the moment, on 
some inquiry or other. Don't you remember it all, Mr. GrifBn 
— you may remember the fellow pretended to be an American.'' 

Ithuel was now completely exposed, and he at once perceived 
that his wisest way was to submit. Cuffe's countenance dark- 
ened, for he regarded a deserter with a spedes of professional 
horror, and the impressed deserter, (o whose services England 
had no other right than that of might, with an addition^ degree 
of resentment, that was very fairly proportioned to (he inward con- 
sciousness he felt that a great wi'ong was done in detuning the man 
at all. There is nothing extraordinary in these feelmgs ; a very 
common resource, under such drcumstauees, being to ima^ne 
* that justify us to ourselves, by endeavoring to 
i that the subject of any act of our oppression at least 
merits the infliction. 

" Do you dare to deny what this young gentlanan has iuat 
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said, urrah !" demanded the capt^it. '^ I now remember you, 
myself; you are Bolt, the fore-top-man, that ran at Plymouth," 

"You'd a run, too. Captain Cuffe, had you been in my place, 
had the ship been at Jericho." 

" Enough — no impudence, sir. Send for the master-at-arms, 
Mr. GrifEn, and have the fellow ironed : to-morrow we'll look 
into the afiair." 

These orders were obeyed, and Ithuel was removed to the 
place where the master-at-arms usually reigns on board ship. 
Cuffe now gave the Ueut«nant hia cong^, and then withdrew to 
the inner-cabin, to prepare a despatch for the rear-admiral He 
was near an hour writing a letter to his mind, but finally suc- 
ceeded. Its purport was as follows : He reported the capture 
of Kaoul, explaining the mode and the drcumstances under 
which tliat celebrated privateeisman had fiJlen into his bands. 
He then asked for instructions as to the manner in which he 
was to dispose of his prisoner. Having communicated this 
important fact, he ventured some suggestions as to the probable 
vicinity of the lu^er, and the hopes he entertained of being 
able to find out her prease situafion, through the agency of 
Bolt, whose condition he also explained, hinting at the same 
time the expediency of bringing both delinquents to as speedy 
trials as possible, as the most cert^n manner of using fbeir 
apprehensions in seizing le Feu-FoHet. The letter concluded 
with an earnest request tiat another frigate, which was men- 
tioned, her captain being junior to Cuffe, and a iastrsailing sloop 
that was lying off Naples, might be sent down to assist liim in 
" heading off" the lugger, as he feared the latter was too swift 
to be overtaken by the Proserpine alone, more especially in the 
light winds which prevsuled. 

When this letter was written, addressed, and sealed, Cuffe 
went on deck agmn. It was now nine o'clock, or two bells, and 
"Winchester had the quarter-deck nearly to himself. All was as 
tranquil and calm on the deck of that fine frigate as a moonlight 
night, a drowsy wateb, a light wind, and smooth water, could 
render things in a bay like that of Naples. Gleamings of fire 
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were oecaaionaUy seen over Vesuvius, but things in that direc- 
tion IcNjked misty and mysterious, though Capri loomed up, 
dark and grand, a few miles (o leeward, and Isehia was visible, 
a couftised but distant pile on the lee-bow. An order from 
Cuffo, however, set everybody in motion. Yard and stay-tacklea 
were overhauled and hooked on, tie boatawainVmate piped the 
oiders, and the first cutter wus hoisted over the waist clotha, 
and lowered into the water. "Away, there, you first epttera," 
had been hoarsely called on the berthnieck, and the crew were 
ready to enter the boat by the time the latter was lowered. 
The masts were stepped, Roller appeared, in a pea-jacket, to 
guard against the night air, and Cuffe gave him his instructions. 

" Set your sails, and stretch over nnder the north shore, 
Mr, EoUer," said the captain, who stood in the lee-gangway, to 
give a last word. "You will fetch in about Queen Joan's 
Palace. There, you had better take to your oars and pull up 
along the land. Remember, sir, to join us by the first ship that 
comes out ; and, if none is sent, to come down with the morn- 
ing breeze in the boat," 

Roller gave the customary "aye, aye, sir ;" the boat shoved off; 
as soon as from under the lee of the ship, the lugs were set, and 
haK an hour later, the night had swallowed up her form. Cuffe 
remained an hour longer, walking the deck with his first- 
Uentenant ; and then, satisfied that the night would prove 
propitious, he went below, leaving orders to keep the ship lying- 
to until morning. 

As for Roller, he pulled alongside of tiie Foudrtyant just 
as the bells of the fleet were striking eight, or at midnight 
Kelson was still up, writing in his cabin. The despatch was 
delivered, and then the secretary of the admiral, and a clerk or 
two, were called from theu- berths, for nothing lagged that this 
active-minded man had in chaige. Orders were written, copied, 
signed, and sent to difierent ships, by two o'clock, that the 
moming breeze might not be lost ; and not liil then did the 
employes think of rest. 

Roller left the flag-ship at two, having eaten a hearty supper 
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in Nelson's own cabin, and repaired on board the Terpsichore, 
a smart little fi^te of thirty-two guns, twelve pounders, with 
instructions to her captain to receive him. Two hours later, 
this ship, in company with another still smaller, the Ringdove, 
18, left her anchorite, under a cloud of canvas, and stood down 
the bay, carrying studding-sails on both sides, with a light wind 
at norfh-west, heading towards Capri. 



t, Google 



CHAPTER XVn. 

- apesfc to lbs basineai, Hsiler Secretary : 
Why ore we nwl In conncU V 

KlKO HlBKt VI U. 

When the idlers of tJie Proserpine appeared on deck the 
following morning, the ship was about a league to windward 
of Capri, having forged well over towards the north side of tlia 
bay, during the night, wore round, and got thus for back on the 
other tack. From the moment hght returned, lookouts had 
been aloft with glasses, examining every nook and corner of the 
bay, in order to ascertain whether any signs of the lu^er were 
to be seen, under its bold and picturesque shove. So great is 
the extent of this beautiful basin, so grand the natural objects 
■which surroimd it, and so clear the atmosphere, that even the 
largest ships loom less than usual on its wat«rs ; and it would 
have been a very possible thing for le Feu-Follet fo anchor near 
some of the landings, and lie there unnoticed for a week, by the 
fleet above, unless tidings were carried to the latter by observers 
on the shore. 

Cuffe was the last to come on deck, six bells, or seven o'clock 
striking, as the group on the quart«r-deck first lifted flieir hats to 
him. He glanced around him, and then turned towards 
Griffin, who was now officer of the watch. 

" I see two ships coming down the bay, Mr. Griffin," he 
said — " no agnals yet, I suppose, sir ?" 

" Certainly not, sir, or they would have been reported. Wa 
make out the frigate to be the Terpsichore, and the sloop, I 
know by her new royals, is the Ringdove. The first ship, 
CaptMn Cuffe, brags of being able to travel faster than anything 
within the Straits !" 
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" I'll bet s. month's pay tiie Few-Folly walks away from her, 
on a bow line, ten knots to her nine. If she can do that with 
the Proserpine, she'll at least do that with Mistress Terpsichore. 
There goes a signal from the frigate now, Mr. Griffin, though a 
conjuror could hardly read it, taiUng directly on as it does. 
Well, quarter-master, what do you make it out to be 3" 

" It's the Terpsichore's number, sir ; and the other ship has 
just made the Ringdove's." 

" Show oius, and keep a sharp lookout ; there'll be something 
else to tell ns presently." 

In a few minutes the Terpsichore expressed a wish to speak 
the Proserpine, when CufFe filled hia m^nfopsail, and hauled 
close upon a wind- An hour later, the three ships passed 
within hai! of each other, when both the junior commanders 
lowered their ^gs and came on board the Proserpine to report. 

itoller followed in the first cutter, which had been lowed down 
by the Terpsichore. 

The Terpsichore was commanded by Captain Sir Frederick 
Dashwood, a lively young baronet, who preferred the active life 
of a sailor, to indolence and six thousand a year on shore ; and 
who had been rewarded for his enterprise by promotion and a 
feat frigate, at the early age of two and twenty. The Ringdove 
was under a master-commandant of the name of Lyon, who 
was just sixty years old, having worked hw way up to his pre- 
sent rank by dint of long and arduoua aerviccs, owing his last 
commission and his command to the accident of having been a 
first heutenant at the battle of Cape St. Vincent, Both these 
gentlemen appeared simultaneously on the quarter-deck of the 
Pi'oserpine, where they were duly received by the captain and 
all the assembled officers, 

" Good morrow to you, Cuffe," said Dashwood, giving the 
other the tip of his fingers, as Soon as the ceremonious part of 
the reception was over ; and casting a glance, half admiring, 
half critical, at the appearance of things on deck—" What has 
Nelson sent us down here about, this fine morning, and — ha ! — 
how long have you had those brasa ornaments on your capstan !" 
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" They were only put there yesterday, Sir Frederick ; a little 
slush money did it all." 

" Has Nelson seen them ? I rather fancy not — they 1«0 me 
he's as savage as an Arab about knick-knackery nowadays. 
What an awkward job that was yesterday afternoon, by the 
way, Cuffe !" 

" It has been a bad hnsinesB, and, as an old Agamemnon, I 
would give a year's rank thai it never had taken place.'' 

" A year's rank ! — that's a great deal ; a year would set me 
back, hard aground alongside of old Lyon, here. I was a hen- 
tenant less than three years since, and couldn't afford half a 
year. But all you old Agameninons think as much of your 
htUe Nel. as if he were a pretty ^rl ; isn't it true, Lyon ?" 

" I dare say it may be. Sir Frederick," answered Lyon ; " and 
if you had been the first heutenant of a two-decker, off Cape 
SL Vincent, on the 14th February, 1797, you would have thought 
as much of him too. Here we were, only fifteen sail in all, — 
that is, of vessels of the hne — with the wind at — 

"Oh, hang your battle, Lyon, I've head all that at least 
seventeen times !" 

" Well, if ye haave, Sir Frederick," returned Lyon, who was 
a Sco1<;hman, " it'll be just once a year since ye war' bom, leav- 
ing out the time ye war' in the nursery. But we've not come 
here to enhghten Captain Cuffe in these particulars,* so much as 
in obedience to an order of the rear-admiral's — httle Nel^ aa 
ye'll be calling him, I suppose. Sir Frederick Dashwood V 

" Nay, it's you old Agamemnons, or old fellows, who gave 
him that name — " 

" Te'll please to excuse me, sir," interrupted Lyon, a httle 
dogmatically — " ye've never heard me call him anything but 
my lord, since His Majesty, God bless him ! was graciously 
pleased to elevate him to the peerage — nothing hut ' my lord,' 
and the ' rear-admiral ;' naval rank being entitled to its privi- 
leges even on the throne. Many a king has been a colonel, and I 
see no disparagement in one's being an admiral. Won't ye be 
thinking. Captain Cuffe, that since my lord is made Duke of 
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Btont^, he is entitled to be called 'Your Grace' — all tie Scot- 
tist dakes are so designated, and I see no reason why the rear- 
ftdmiral should not have his just dues as well as the best of 
ttem." 

" Let him alone for that," said Cuffe, laughing ; " Nel. will 
look out for himself, as well as for the king. But, gentlemen, 
I suppose you have not come down here merely for a morning 
walk — have I any reports to hear ?" 

" I beg your pardon. Captain Cuffe, but I was really fbigetting 
my errand," answered Dashwood. " Here are your orders, and 
we are both directed to report to yon. The lieutenant who 
brought the package aboard me, said there would be a spy to 
try, and a lugger to caf«h. Did they tell you anything of this 
matter, Lyon ?" 

" No, Sir Frederick ; not being inquisitive, I hear but little 
of what is going on in the fleet. My orders are to report myself 
and ship to Captain Cuffe, for service, wliich I have the honor 
now to do." 

" Well, gentlemen, here are further instructions for you. 
This is an order to hold a court, composed of Captain Richard 
Cuffe, of the Proserpine, president ; Captain Sir Frederick Dash- 
wood, Bart., of the Terpsichore, Ac. ifec. ; and Lyon, Winchester, 
and Sprigs, your first-heutenant. Sir Frederick, for the trials of 
Raou! Yvard, a French citizen, on the charge of being a spy, 
and Ithuel Bolt, seaman, kc, on the charge of being a d^erter. 
Here is everything in rule, and there are your respective orders, 
gentlemen." 

"Bleas me, I'd no notion of this !" exclaimed Lyon, who was 
greatly averse to this pwt of an officer's duty. " I'd thought it 
altogether a trial of speed after a Frenchman, for which pm'pose, 
the rear-admiral, or my lord, or his grace, whichever it may be 
right to call him, had seen fit to bring three of his fastest shipa 
tt^ether." 

" I wish it was nothing but the last. Captain Lyon ; but we 
have the disagreeable duty of trying a spy and a deserter before 
ufl. You will return t« your ships, gentlemen, and follow us in 
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to an anchorage. I intend to bring up, at a single anchor, 
under the shore at Capri, where we can he during the cahu, 
and get through with our courts. The cases will he clear, and 
not detain us long, and we can send look-outs up on the heights 
to examine the sea and the coast outside. In the meantime, we 
must be busy lest we lose the breeze. You will attend to ^e 
signal for the court." 

At this order the two visitoTs got into tJieir boats, and the 
Proserpine again filled. The three vessels now made the best 
of their way towards the point of destination, anchoring off the 
town, or village, in the island of Capri, just as two bells struck 
Ten minutes later, the Proserpine fired a gun, and ran up the 
fl^ which denotes the sitting of a court-martial. 

Although it has not been deemed necessary to rekte them, 
the reader will understand that all the details required by the 
law had been observed, as regards these trials ; the promptitude 
of the pi'ooeedings being partly characteristic of the decision of 
the admiral, but more in coiseciuence of a wish to use the 
charges against the dehnquents, as a means of seizing the true 
hero of our tale, the httle Feu-FolJet. While a mistaken, not 
to say a mawkish philanthropy, is unsettling so many of the 
andent land-marks of society, and, among other heresies, is 
pi'eaching the doctrine that " the object of punishment is the 
reformation of the criminal," it is a truth which all experience 
confirms that nothing renders justice so temble, and consequently 
so efficient, as its promptitude and certainty. When all its 
requirements are observed, the speediest exercise of its functions 
is the most conducive to the protection of society, the real 
motive for the existence of all human regulations of this nature ; 
and it is a great merit of the mnch-abused Enghsh ordinances, 
that the laws are rarely made stalking-horses for the benefit of 
the murderer or the forger ; but that once feirly tried and 
convicted, the expiation of their crimes awaits the offenders with 
a certMnty and energy that leave the impression on the commu- 
nity that punishments were intended to produce. That this 
people has donei well in hberating itself fi'om many of their 



ty Google 



inherited usages and laws, is as certain as that one age has 
interests different from another ; one set of circumstances, govem- 
bg prindples at variance with those which preceded them ; but, 
it would be well also to remember, that, while moral change 
ace as necessary as physical exercise, there ai'e truths that are 
eternal, and rules of right and prudence, which cjm never be 
departed from with impnnity. 

When the members of the court mentioned, assembled in the 
cabin of the Proserpine, it was with all the forms and exterior 
observances that were necessary to command respect. The 
officers were in full dress, the oaths were administered with 
solemnity, the table was arranged with taste, and an air of 
decent gravity reigned over all. Little time, however, was lost 
unnecessarily, and the officer to whom had been assigned the 
duly of prevot-marehal, was directed, to prodnce his prisoners. 

Kaoul Yvard and Ithuel Bolt were brought info the cabin at 
the same moment, though they came from different parts of the 
ship, and were allowed to hold no comnmnieation with each 
other. When both were present, they were arraigned, and the 
accusations were read to them. Raou! having admitted his 
knowledge of English, no interpreter was sworn, bnt the pro- 
ceedings were had in the usual manner, Aa it was intended to 
try the Frenchman first, and Ithuel might be wanted aa a wit- 
ness, the latter was taken out of the cabin agtdn, courts-martial 
never permitting one witness to hear what another has testified, 
although an ingenious substitute fbr ears has been adopted of 
late, by pubhshing in the journals, from day to day, whatever 
passes, when the length of the proceedings will admit of such a 
device. 

"We will now swear the Signer Andrea Barrofaldi," com- 
menced the Judge Advocate, as soon as the preliminaries were 
observed. " This is a Catholic bible, sir, and I will put the 
oaths in Italian, if you will have the goodness first to swear me 
in as an interpreter." 

This was done, when the oath was dniy administered to 
the vice-govemature. Then came a few questions as to the sla- 
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tion, country, &c, of the witness, after which more material 
matter w^ inquired into. 

"Signor Vice-Governatore, do you know the prisoner by 
sight f demanded the Judge Advocate. 

"Sir, I have had the honor to receive him in my residence in 
the island of Elba." 

" Under what name and dreumstances was he known to you, 
Signore ?" 

" Eh — he called himself Sir Smoos, a capitano in the service 
of the Eoghsh king." 

" What vessel did he pretend to command J" 

" Ze Ving-y-Ving — a lu^er, which I have since had reason 
to think is le Feu-Follet, a coraatr under the French flag. Mon- 
sieur did me the favor to make two viaite to Porto Ferrajo, in the 
character of Sir Smees." 

" And you know now that this is Raoul Yvard, the French 
privateersman you have mentioned V 

" Eh — know ? — I know they say this is the Signor Yvard, 
and that ze Ving-y-Ving is le Feu-Follet" 

" They my, will not do, Signor Barrofaldi, Can you not say 
this much of your own knowledge ?" 

"Non, Signore." 

The court was now cleared ; when it re-opened Vifo Viti was 
sent for, and properly sworn, his attention being pai-ticularly 
directed to the cross on the back of the book. 

" Did you ever see tie prisoner before this occasion, Signor 
Vila ?" demanded the Judge Advocate, after the prehminary 
questions had been put. 

" Signore, oftener than it is agreeable to remember. I do not 
think that two grave magistrates were ever more mystified than 
were the vice-govematore and, myself! Eh-h-h — Signoii, the 
wisest sometimes become hke sucking children, when ttere 
passes a mist before the understanding." 

" Relate the circumstances under which this occurred, to the 
court, Signor Podesta." 

" "Wby, Signori, the fecla were just these. Andrea Barrofaldi, 
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as you know, is the vice-govematore of Porto Ferrajo, and I am 
its imworthy podealA. Of couraa it is our duty to look into 
all matters affecting fie public weal, and more especially into tlie 
business and occupations of strangers who come into our island. 
Well, it is now three weeks or more since the lugger or felucca 
■was seen — " 

" Wbich was it, a felucca or a lugger !" demanded the Judge 
Advocate, holding his pen ready to write the answer. 

" Both, Signore ; a felucca and a lugger." 

" Ah— there were two ; a felucca and a lugger," 

"No, Signore; but this felucca was a lugger. Tommaso 
Tonfi wished to mystify me about that, too ; but I have not 
been podesta in a sea-port so many yeai's, for nofliing. No, Sig- 
noii, there are all sorts of feluccas— ship-feluccas, brig-feluecafe, 
fflid lugger-feluccas." 

When this answer was translated, the members of the court 
smiled, while Raoul Yvard laughed out honestly. 

" Wei!, Signor Podesta," resumed the Judge Advocate — " the 
prisoner came into Porto Ferrajo in a lugger 3" 

"So it was said, Signore. I did not see him actually on 
board of her, but he professed to be the commander of a certain 
vessel, in the senice of the King of Inghilterra, called ze Ving-y- 
Ving, and SMd that his own name was Smees— si — il capitano, 

" Professed ? Do you not know that this lugger was the noto- 
rious French privateer, le Feu-Follet V 

" I know they say so now, Signori ; but the vice-go yematore 
and I supposed her to be ze Ving-y-Ving." 

" And do you not know that the prisoner is actually Raoul 
Yvard ; of yonr own knowledge, I mean 1" 

" Corpo di Bacco ! — How should I know any such thing, Signor 
Guideca-Awocato," exclaimed Vito Viti, who literally translated 
what he understood to be the title of his interrogator, thereby 
converting him into a sort of ship-felucca — " how should I know 
any such thing? I do not keep company with corsairs, except 
when they come upon our island and call themselvce ' Sir Sm«e8.' *» 
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The Judge Advocate and the memhere of the court tooked 
gravely at each other. No one in the least doubled that the 
prisoner was Raoul Yvard, but it was necessary legally to prove 
it, before he could be condemned. Cuffe was now asked if the 
prisoner had not confessed his own identity, but no one could 
say he had done so in terms, although his conversation would 
seem to imply as much. In a word, justice was like to he in 
what is by no means an unusual dilemma for that upright func- 
tionary, viz. unable to show a feet that no one doubted. At 
length Cuffe recollected Ghita and Ithuol, and he wrote their 
names on a piece of paper, and passed them down the table to 
the Judge Advocate. The latter nodded his head, as much 
as to say he understood the president's meaning; and then 
he told the prisoner he might cross-examine the witness, if he 
saw fit. 

Raoul fully understood his situation. Although he cert^nly 
had not entered the Bay of Naples with any of the ordinary 
views of a spy, he was aware how far he had committed him- 
self^ and foresaw the readiness witli which his enemit* would 
destroy him, could they find the legal means of so doing. He 
also comprehended the dilemma in which his accusers were placed 
for the want of testimony, and at once resolved to turn the cir- 
cumstance as much as possible to his advantage. Until that 
moment, the idea of denying his own identity had never croiaed 
his mind ; but perceiving what he fancied an opening for escape, 
it was but natural to avail himself of its protection. Turning, 
then, to tke podestA, he put his questions in English, that they 
might go iaivly through the same process of interpretation as 
the rest of the examination. 

" You say. Signer PodestA," he commenced, "that yoii Raw 
me in the town of Porto Ferrajo, and in the island of Elba !" 

"Si— in which town I have the honor to be one of the 
authoritiea." 

" You say I professed to command a vessel in the serrica 
of the King of England ; a felucca, called ze Ving-and-Ving )" 

" Si — ze Ving-y-Ving — the commander of that felucca." 
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" I understood you to say, Mr. Podesta," put in Lyon, " tbat 
the craft was a lugger 1" 

" A feiueca-lu^er, Signoc Capitano — nothing more nor lesa 
than that, on my honor." 

" And all these honorable officers well know," observed Eaoul, 
ironically, " that a felucca-lugger, and a lugger, such as le Feu- 
FoUet is understood to be, are yery different things. Now, 
Signore, you have never heard mo say that I am a French- 
man?" 

"Non — you have not been so weak as to confess that to one 
who hates ^e name of the Frangese. Cospetto ! If all the Grand 
Duke's subjects detested his enemies as I do, he would be the 
most powerful prince in Italy !'' 

" No doubt, Signore ; and now suffer me to inquire if you 
heard any otier nam.e for that felucca than ze Ving-and-Ving. 
Did I ever call her le Feu-FoUet ?" 

"Non — always ze Ving-y-Ving; never anything else; 
but^" 

" Your pardon, Signore ; have the goodness to answer my 
questions. I called the felucca ze Ving-and Ving ; and I called 
myself le Capitaine Smeet ; is it not true ?" 

" Si — ^Ving-y-Ving and il Capitano Smees — Sir Smees, a sig- 
nore of an illustrious English family of that name, if I remem- 
ber right" 

Eaoul smiled, for he was confident tiis notion proceeded 
principally from tlie self illusion of the two Italians themselves ; 
the Uttle he lad sdd on the subject having been drawn out 
more by their suggestions than by any design on his part. 
Still he did not deem it prudent to contradict the podesta, who, 
as yet, had testified to nothing tliat could possibly criminate 

" K a young man has tlie vanity to wish to be thought noble," 
answered Eaoul, calmly, " it may prove his foily, but it does not 
prove him a spy. You did not hear me confess myself a French- 
man, you say : now did you not hear me say I was born in 
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■ " Si — the Signore did say that the family of Smees came from 
that island — as fie vice-govemakire calls it, though I acknow- 
ledge I never heard of such an islmid. There are Sieilia, Sar- 
degna, Elba, Caprea, fechia, Irlanda, Inghilterra, Scoria, Malta, 
Capraya, Ranosa, Gocgona, and America, with several more in 
the east ; but I never heard of such an island as Guernsey. 
Si, Signore ; we are humble people, and I hope modest people 
in the island of Elba, but we do know something of the rest of 
the world, notwithstanding. If you wish to hear these matters 
touched on ingeniously, however, you will do well to call in the 
vice-governatore for half an hour, and invite bim to open his 
stores of knowledge. San Antonio !— I doubt if Italy has his 
equal — at islands, in particiilar." 

" Giood," continued JRaouI ; " and now tc!t these officers, Sig- 
nore PodestA, if you can say, on your oath, that I ha«l anything 
to do with that felucca, ze Ving-and-Ving, at all." 

" I cannot, Signore, except from your own -wotSa. You were 
dresBed hke one of these ofBcera, here, in an English uniform, 
and sMd you commanded ze Ving-y-Ving. AVhile speaking of 
islands, Signori, I forgot Pahnavola and Ponza, both of whidi 
we passed in this ship, on our voyage from Elba." 

" Good — it is always well to be particular under oath. Now, 
Signor Podesta, the result of al! your evidence is, that you 
do not know that the felucca you mention was le Feu-Follet, 
that I am a Frenchman even, much less that I am Eaoui Yvwd, 
and that I told you that I was from Guernsey, and that my 
name was Jaques Smeet — ^is it not so 3" 

" Si — you did say your name was Giac Smees, and you did 
not say you were Eaoul Yvard. But, Signore, I saw you firing 
^r cannon at the boats of this frigate, with French colors fiying, 
and that is some signs of an enemy, as we understand these 
matters in Porto Ferrajo." 

Raoul felt that this was a direct blow ; still, it wanted the 
connecting link to make it testimony. 

" But you did not see me doing this 3 — You mean you saw ze 
Ving-and-Ving in a combat with the frigate's boats." 
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" Si— that was itr-but you told me you were commander 
of ze Ving-y-Ving." 

"Let us understand yoii," put in the Judge Advocate— "ia 
it the intention of the prisoner to deny his being a Frenchman 
m>d an enemy !" 

"It ia my intention, sir, to deny everything that is not 
proved." 

" But your accent — your English — nay, your appearance sliow 
that you are a Frenchman ?" 

"Your pardon, sir. There are many nations that speak 
French, which ate not French, to-day. All along the north 
frontier of France, is French spoken by foreigners — Savoy, and 
Geneva, and Vaud— also the English have French subjects in 
the Canadas, besides Guernsey and Jeraey. You will not hang 
a man because his accent is not from London !" 

" We shall do you justice, prisoner," observed Cuffe, " and 
you shall have the benefit of every doubt that makes in your 
favor. Still, it may be well to inform you that the impression 
of your being a Frenchman and Kaoul Yvard, is very strong; 
and if you can show to the contrary, you would do well to 
prove it, by direct testimony." 

" How will this honorable court expect that to be done ? I 
was taken in a boat, last night, and am tried this morning, at a 
notice as short as that which was given to Caraccioh. Give me 
time to send for witnesses, and I will prove who and what I 

This was said coolly, and with the aw of a man assured of 
his own innocence, and it produced a alight effect on his judges ; 
for an appeal to the unvarying principles of right seldom Ms 
unheeded on the ear. Nevertheless, there could be no doub| 
in the minds of the offieera of the Proserpine, in partic\dar, either 
as to the character of the lugger or as to that of the prisoner ; 
and men, under such circumstances, were not hkely to allow an 
enemy who had done them so much u)jury to escape. The 
appeal only rendered them more cautious, and more determined 
to protect themBelvea against charges of uofeir proceedings. 
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"Have you any further questions to put to the witness, pri- 
soner ?" inquired the president of the court. 

"None, at present, sir — we will go on, if you please, gentle- 
men," 

"Cal! Ithuel Bolt," said the Judge Advocate, reading the 
new witness's name from a list before him. 

Eaoul started, for the idea of the American's being brought 
forward in this capacity had never occurred to him. In a 
minute Iliuel appeared, was sworn, and took his place at the 
foot of the table. 

" Your nam^ is Ithuel Bolt ?" observed the Judge Advocate, 
holding his pen in readiness to record the answer. 

" So they say aboard here," answered the witness, coolly — 
" though, for my part, I've no answer to give to such a question." 

" Do you deny your name, sir ?" 

"I deny nothing — want to say nothing, or to have anything 
to do with this trial or this ship." 

Raoul breathed easier; for to own the truth, he had not 
mnch confidence in Ithuel's constancy or disinterestedness ; and 
he apprehended that he had been purchased with the promise 
of a pardon for himself. 

" You will remember that you are under oath, and may ba 
punished for contumacy, on refiising to answer." 

" Pve some gineral idees of law," answered Ithuel, passing his 
hand over his queue to make sure it was right, " for we all di> 
a littie at that in Ameriky. I practised some myself when a 
young man, though it was only afore a justice-peace. We used 
to hold that a witness needn't answer ^In himself." 

" Is it, then, on account of criminating yourself that you 
" answer thus vaguely V 

" I decUne answering that question,'' answered Ithuel, with 
an «r of dignity. 

" Witness, have you any personal knowledge of the prisoner ?" 

"I decline answering that question, too.'' 

" Do you know anything of such a person a*; Itaoul Yvard ?" 

" What if I do ! — I'm a native American, and have a right 
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to form acquaintances, in forei^ lands, if I see it's to my interest, 



" Have you never served on board His Majesty's ships ?" 

" What majesty !— There's no majesty in Ameriky, as I know, 
but the majesty of heaven." 

" Remember that your answers are all recorded, and may tell 
against you on some other occasion." 

" Not lawfully ; a witness can't be made to give answers that 
tell ag'in himself" 

" Certainly not made to do it ; stffi he may do it, of his own 
accord." 

" Then it's the duty of the court to put him on his guard. 
I've heerd that, ag'in and ag'in, in Ameriky." 

"Did you ever see a vessel called le Feu-Follet?" 
' " How, in natur,' is a mariner to tell all- the vessels he may 
happen to see on the wide ocean !" 

" Did you ever aerve under the French flag V 

" I decline entering at all into my private affairs. Being fi'ee, 
I'm free to sarve where I please." 

" It is useless to ask this witness any further questions," Cuffa 
quietly observed. " The man is well known in this ship, and his 
own trial wiU most probably take place as soon as this is ended." 

The Judge Advocate assented, and Ithuel was permitted to 
withdraw, his contumacy being treated with the indifference 
that power is apt to exhibit towards weakness. Still there was 
no legal proof on which to convict the prisoner. No one 
doubted his guilt, and there were the strongest reasons, short of 
a downright certainty, for supposing that he commanded the 
lugger which had so recently fought the boats of the very ship 
in which the court was sitting ; but notwithstanding, supposition 
was not the evidence the laws required ; and the recent execution 
of CaraccioU had made so much con\erBation, that few would 
condemn without seeing their justification before them. Things 
were really getting to be seriously awkward, and the court was 
again cleared for the purpose of consultation. In the private 
discourse that followed, Cuffe itnted all that had occurred, the 
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manner in which Raoul had been identified, and the probflbili- 
ties— nay, moral certainties of the case. At the same time, he 
was forced to allow that he possessed no direct evidence that the 
lugger he had chased was a Frenchman at all, and least of all 
ie Feu-Follet. It is true, she had worn the French Sag, but she 
had also worn the English, and the Proserpine had done the 
same thing. To be sure, the lugger had fimght under the 
drapeau tricolor, which might be taken as a strong circiunstance 
against her ; but it was not absolutely conclusive, for the circum- 
stances might possibly justify deception to the last moment ; and 
he admitted that the ingate herself had appeared fo fire at ttie 
batteries, under the same ensign. Xhe case was allowed to be 
embarrassing; and, while no one really doubted the identity of 
Eaoul, those who were behind the curtains greatiy feaiied they 
might be compelled to adjourn the trial for want of evidence, 
instead of making an immediate sentence the means of getting 
possession of the lugger, as had been hoped. When all these 
points had been sufficiently discussed, and Cuffe had let his 
brethren into his view of the real state of the case, he pointed 
out a course that he still trusted would prove effectual. After 
a few minutes of further deliberation on this information, the 
doors were opened and the court resumed its public sitting, aa 
before. 

" Let a young woman who is known by the name of Ghita, 
be brought in nest," siud the Judge Advocate, consulting his 

Eaoul sbtrted, and a shade of manly concern passed over his 
face ; but he soon recovered, and seemed unmoved. Ghita and 
her uncle had been taken from the cabin state-room, and placed 
below, in order that the private consultation might be perfectly 
secret, and it was necessary to wait a few minutes, until she 
could be summoned. These past, the door opened, and the gh! 
entered the room. She cast a glance of tender concern at 
Eaoul ; but the novelty of her situation, and the awfiil character 
of an oath to one of her sensitive conscience and utter inex- 
perience, soon drew her attention entirely to the scene more 
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immediately before her. The Judge Advocate explfflned the 
nature of the oath she was required to take, and then he admi- 
nistered it. Had Ghita been taken less by surprise, or had 
she in Hie least foreseen the consequences, no human power 
could have induced her to submit to be sworn ; but^ ignorant of 
all tlus, she submitted passively, kissing the cross with revereace, 
and even offering to kneel as she made the solemn protestation. 
All this was p&iful to the prisoner, who distinctly foresaw the 
consequences. Still, so profound was his reverence for Ghita's 
singleness of heart and mind, that he would not, by look or 
gesture, in any manner endeavor to imdennine that sacred love 
of truth which he knew formed the very foundations of her cha- 
racter. She was accordingly sworn, ivithout anything occurring 
to alarm her affections, or to apprise her of what might be the 
ead result of the act 
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CHAPTER XVni. 



" Your name is GHta," eommenced the Judge Advocate, 
examining hia memoranda — " Ghita what ?" 

" Giita Caraccioli, Signore," answered the girl, in a voice bo 
gentle and sweet as to make a friend of every listener. 

The name, however, was not heard without producing a gene- 
ral start, and looks of surprise were exchanged among all in the 
room ; moat of the officers of the ship who were not on duty 
being present as spectators. 

" Caraccioli," repeated the Judge Advocate, with emphasis. 
" That is a great name in Italy. Do you assume to belong 
to the illustrious house which bears this appellation ?" 

" Signore, I assume to own nothing that is illustrious, being 
merely an humble ^rl who lives with her uncle, in the prince's 
towers on Monte Argentaro." 

"How happens it, then, that you bear the distinguished 
name of Caraccioh, signorina f 

" I dare say, Mr. Medford," observed Cuffe, in English, of 
course, " that the young woman doesn't know herself whence 
she got the name. These matters are managed very loosely 
in Italy." 

" Signore," resumed Ghita, earnestly, after wdting respect- 
fully for the captain to get through, " I bear the name of mj 
fether, as is usual with children, but it is a name on which a 
heavy disgrace has fallen, so lately as yesterday ; his father 
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hfmng been a sight for the thousands of Naples to gaze on, aa 
his aged body hung at the yard of one of your ships." 

"And do you cWm fo be the grand-daughfer of that 
unfortunate admiral ?" 

" So I have been taught to consider myself; may his soul 
rest in a peace that his foes would not grant to his body I That 
criminal, as you doubtless believe him, was my father's fether, 
though few knew it, when he was honored as a prince and a 
high officer of the king's." 

A deep silence followed ; the singularity of the circumstance, 
and the air of truth which pervaded the manner of the (prl, 
uniting to produce a profound sensation. 

" The admiral had the reputation of being childless," observ- 
ed Cuffe, in an under tone. " JDoubtless this girl's father has 
been the consequence of some irregular connerion." 

" IS there has been a promise, or any words of recognition 
littered before witnesses," muttered Lyon, " accordin' to the 
laws of Scotland, issue, and a few pwtenant expressions, will 
splice a couple as strongly as ye'll be doing it in England, before 
ather of the archbishops," 

" As this is Italy, it is not probable that the same law rules 
.Lere. Proceed, Mr, Judge Advocate." 

" Well, Ghita Caraccioli — if that be your name— I wish to 
know if you have any acquaintance with a certain Eaoul Yvard ; 
a Frenchmwi, and the commander of a private lugger-of-war, 
called le Feu-Follet ? Remember, you are sworn to tell the 
iruth, the lohole truth, and nothing but the truth." 

Ghita'a heart beat violently, and the color came into her face 
with the impetuosity of sensitive alarm. She had no knowledge 
of courts, and the object of the inquiry was unknown to her. 
Then followed the triumph of innocence ; the pmity of her 
mind and the quiet of her conscience reassuring her, by bring- 
ing the strong conviction that she had no reason to blush for 
any sentiment she might happen to entertiun. 
■ " Signore," she said, dropping her eyes to the floor, for the 
gttie of all the court was fastened on her face — " Z ant acqnaint- 
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«d with Raoul Yvard, the person you mention ; this is he, who 
sits hetween those two amnon. He is a Frenchman, and he 
does command the lugger called the Feu-Follet." 

" I knew we should get it ail by this witness !" exdaimed 
Cuffe, unable to suppress the rehef he felt at obtaining the 
required testimony. 

" You say that you know tliia of your own knowledge," 
resumed the Judge Advocate— 

" Messieurs," said Baoul, rising, " will you grant me leave to 
speak 3 This is a cruel scene, and rather than endure it — rather 
than give this dear girl the cause for fiiture pain that I know 
her answers will biding, I ask that you permit her to retire, 
when I promise to admit all that you can possibly prove by her 

A short consultation followed, when Ghita was told to with- 
draw. But the girl had taken the alarm, from the countenance 
of Raoul, although she did not understand what passed in Eng- 
lish ; and she was reluctant to quit the place in ignorance. 

" Have I said aught to injure thee, Raoul V she anxiously 
asked — " 1 was swom on the Word of God, and by the sacred 
cross — ^had I foreseen any harm to thee, the power of England 
would not have made me take so solemn an oath, and then I 
might have been silent." 

" It matters not, dearest— the fact must come out in some 
way or other, and, in due time, you shall know all. And now, 
Messieurs,"— the door closing on. (ihita — " there need be no 
further concealment between us. I am Raoul Yvard — the 
person you take me for, and the person that some of you must 
well know me to be. I fought your boats, Monsieur Cuffe — 
avoided your brulol, and led you a merry chaae round Elba, 
I deceived the Signor Barrofaldi, and his friend tiie podestil, 
and all for the love of this beautifiil and modest girl, who has 
just left the cabin; no other motive having carried me ilito 
Porto Fcrrajo, or into this Bay of Naples, on the honor of a 
Frenchman," 

" Umph !" mutiflred Lyon, " it must be admitted, Sir 
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Frederick, that tlte prisoner appeals to a most eligible 
standard !'* 

On another occasion national antipathy and national prejudice 
might have caused the rest of the court to smile at this saUy ; 
but there was an earnestness and sincerity in the manner and 
countenance of Raoul, which, if they did not command entice 
behefi at least commanded respect. It was impossible to 
deride such a man; and long cherislied antipathies were 
rebuked by his spirited and manly declarations. 

" There will be no further occasion for witnesses, Mr. Judge 
Advocate, if the prisoner be disposed to acknowledge the whole 
truth," observed Cuffe. "It is proper, however, Monsieur 
Yvard, to apprise you of the possible consequences. You are 
on trial for your life ; the chaige being that of coming on board 
an English ship in disguise, or rather, into the centre of an 
English fleet, you being an ahen enemy, engaged in carrying on 
open wariare against His Majesty." 

"I am a Frenchman, Monsieur, and I serve my country," 
answered Raoul, with dignity. 

" Your right to serve your country, no one will dispute ; but 
yoit must know it is agsunst the laws of civilized warfare to act 
the part of a spy. You are now on your guard, and will decide 
for yourself. If you have anything to say, we will hear it," 

" Messieurs, there is little more to be said," answered KaouL 
" That I am your enemy, as I am of all those who seek the 
downM of France, I do not deny. You know -who I am, and 
■what I am, and I have no excuses to make for being either. 
As brave Englishmen, you will know how to allow for the love a 
Frenchman bears his country. As for coming on board this 
ship, you cannot bring that as a charge against me, since it was 
at yom' own invitation 1 did it. The rites of hospitality are as 
sacred as they are general." 

The members of the court exchanged significant glances mtb 
each other, and there was a pause of more than a minute. Then 
the Judge Advocate resumed his duties, by saying — 

"I wish you to understand, prisoner, the precise l^al effeet 
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of yx>ur admissions ; Uien I wish them to be made formallj and 
deliberately ; else we must proceed to the examinatioD of other 
witnesses. You are said to be Raoul Yvard, an alien enemy, in 
arms against the king." 

" Monsieur, this I have already admitted. ; it cannot honorably 
be denied." 

" You are accused of coming ou board His Majesty's ship 
Proserpine di^uised, and of calling yourself a boatman of Capri, 
when you were Raoul Yvard, an alien enemy, bearing arms 
agdnst the king." 

" This is all true ; but I was invited on board the ship, as I 
have just stated." 

" You are furthermore accused of rowing in among the ^pa 
of His Majesty, now lying in the Bay of !Naples, and which ships 
are under the orders of Eear-Admiral Lord Nelson, Duke of 
Bronte, in Sicily, you being in the same di^ise, though an 
alien enemy, with the intent to make your observations as a spy, 
and, doubtless, to avail yourself of information thus obtMned, to 
the injury of His Majesty's subjects, and to your own advantage, 
and that of the nation you serve." 

" Monsieur, this is not m—jyzrole iThomieur, I went into the 
bay in search of Ghita Caraccioli, who has my whole heart, and 
whom I would persuade to become my wife. Nothing else 
carried me into the bay ; and I wore this dress, because I might 
otherwise have been known and arrested." 

" This is an important feet, if you can pro^'e it ; for, thotigh 
it might not technically acquit you, it would have its effect on 
the commander-in-chief, when he comes to deiade on the sentence 
of this court." 

Eaoul hesitated. He did not doubt that Ghita, she whose 
■.estimony had just proved so serious a matter agiunst him, would 
testify that she believed such was alone his motive ; and this, 
loo, in a way, and with corroborative circumstances, that would 
carry weight with them, more particularly as she could testify 
that he had done the same thing before, in the Island of Elba, 
and was even in the practice of paying her flying viate at Mont« 
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Ai^entaro. Nevertheless, Eaoul felt a strong reluctance tp,|i,^*'e 
Ghita ttgfun brought before tke court. With the jealous sensi- 
tiveness of true love, he was averee to subjecting ita object to 
the gaze and comments of the rude of his own sex ; then he 
knew his power over the feelings of the girl, and had too much 
sensibility not to enter into all the considerations that might 
influence a man on a point so dehcate ; and he could not relish 
the idea of pablicly laying bare feelings that he wished to be as 
Bsuxei to others as they were to himself 

" Can you prove what yon have just averred, Raoul Yvard V 
demanded the Judge Advocate, 

" Monsieur — I fear it will not be in my power. There is one 
— ^but — I much fear it will not be in my power— unless, indeed, 
I am permitted to examine my companion ; he who has already 
been before you.' ' 

" You mean Ithuel Bolt, I presume. He haa not yet been regu- 
Wly before ua, but you can produce him, or any other witness ; 
the court reserving to itself the right to dedde, afterwards, on 
the merits of the . testimony," 

" Then, Monsieur, I could wish to have Etoo-ell here." 

The necessary directions were given, and Ithuel soon stood in 
the presence of his judges. The oath was tendered, and Ithuel 
took it hke a man who had done such things before. 

" Your name is Ithuel Bolt !" commenced the Judge Advocate. 

" So they call me on board this ship — but if I am to be a 
witaeas, let me swear freely ; I don't wish to have words put 
into my mouth, or idees chained to me with iron." 

As this was said, Ithuel raised his arms, and exhibited his 
handeuffe, which the master-at-arms had refiised to remove, 
and the officers of the court had overlooked. A reproachful 
glance from Cuffe, -and a whisper from Yelverton, disposed of 
the difficulty — Ithuel was released. 

"Now I can answer more coni-cientiuusly," continued the 
witness, grinning sardonically ; " when iron is eating into the flesh, 
i) man is apt to swear to wtat he thinks will be most agreeable 
to his masters. Go on, 'squire, if you have anything to say," 
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" You appear to be an EDglishman." 

" Do I ? Then I appear to be what I am not. I'm a native 
of tlie Granite state, in North America. My fathers went to 
that region, in times long gone by, to uphold tiieir religious 
idees. The whole country thereabonte seta oBaccountable store 
by their reUgioua priiileges." 

" Do you know the prisoner, Ithuel Bolt — the person who ia 
called Raoul Yvard V 

Ithuel was a Ettle at a loss exactly how to answer this ques- 
tion. Notwithstanding the high motive which had led his 
fethors into the wilderness, and his own pecuhar estimate of his 
religious advantj^es, an oath had got to be a sort of convevtible 
obligation with him, ever since the day he had his first connex- 
ion with a custom-house. A man who had sworn to so many 
false invoices, was not Ukely to stick at a trifle in order to serve 
a friend ; still, by denying the acquMntance, he might bring 
discredit on himself, and thus put it out of his power to be of 
use to Raoul on some more material point. As between himself 
and the Frenchman, there existed a remarkable moral dlscre- 
panoy ; for, while he who prided himself on his rell^ous ances- 
try and pious education, had a singularly pliable conscience, 
Raoul, almost an Atheist in opinion, would have scorned a 
simple lie, when placed in a situation that touched his honor. 
In the way of warlike ailifices, few men were more subtle, or 
loved to practise them oftener, than Raoul Yvard ; but, the mask 
aside, or when he fell back on his own native dignity of mind, 
death Itself could not have extorted an equivocation from him. 
On the other hand, Ithuel had an affection for a lie — more 
especially if it served himself, or injured his enemy ; finding a 
mode of reconciling all this to his spirituality, that is somewhat 
peculiar to fanalJ(^m, as it begins to grow tlireadbare. On the 
present occasion, he was ready to say whatever he thought 
would most conform to his shipmate's wishes, and luckily he 
construed the expression of the other's countenance aright. 

" I do know the prisoner, as you call him, 'squire," Ithuel 
amswered, aft«r the pause that was necessary to come to hia 
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conclusion — " I do know him well'; and & mastfir crittnr he is, 
when he fairly gets into a current of your English trade. Had 
there been a. Rule Yvaid on board each of the Frenchmen at 
the Nile, over here, in Egypt, Nelson would have fonnd that his 
letter stood in need of some postrcrjpta, I guess." 

" Confine your answers, witni^s, to the purport of the ijues- 
tioE," put in Cufie, with dignity, 

Ithuel stood too much in habitual awe of the captain of his 
old ship, to venture on an answer ; but if looks could have 
done harm, that important functionary would not have escaped 
aitogother uninjured. As he said nothing, the examination 
proceeded. 

"You know him to be Raoul Yvard, the commander of the 
French privateer lugger, le Feu-Follet )" continued the Judge 
Advocate, deeming it prudent to fortify his record of the 
prisoner's confession of identity, with a little collateral evi- 
dence. 

" Why — I sortie think — " answered Ithnel, with a peculiar 
provinciaUsm, that had a good deal of granite in it — " that is, I 
kind o' conclude — " catching an assent from Raoul'a eye*—" oh ! 
yea — of that there isn't the smallest mit« of doubt in the 
world. He's the captain of the lu^er, and a right down good 

" You were with him in disguise, when he came into the Bay 
of Naples yesterday f 

" I in disguise, 'squire ! — "What have I got to disguise ! I 
am an American of different callings, all of which I practyse, 
as convenience demands; being a neutral, Fve no need of 
disguises to go anywhere. 1 am never disguised, except when 
my jib is a httle bowsed out ; and that, you know, is a come- 
over that beMs most seafering men, at times." 

"You need answer nothing concerning yourself that will 
tend to criminate you. Do you know with what inducement, 
or on what business, Eaoul Yvard came into the Bay of Naples 
yesterday !" 

" To own to you the candid truth, 'squire, I do not," answered 
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Ithuel, simplj ; for the nature of the tie which bound the young 
Frenchman so closely to Ghita, was a profound mystery, in all 
that related to its more sacred feelings, to a being generally so 
obtuse on matters of pure sentiment 

" Captain itule is a good deal given to prying about on the 
coast ; and what pailicular eend he had in view, in this expedi- 
tion, I cannot tell you. His a'r'n'ds in shore, I must own, be 
sometimes onaccountable ! — Witness the island of Elby, gen- 
tlemen." 

Ithuel indulged in a small laugh, as he made this allusion ; 
for, in his own way, he had a humor in which he occasionally 
indulged, after a manner that belonged to the class of which he 
was a conspicuous member. 

" Never mind what occurred at Elba. Prisoner, do you wish 
to question the witness V' 

" Etnelle," asked Eaoul, " do you not know that I lore Ghita 
Caraccioli ?" 

"Why, Captain Rule, I know you think so, and say so — 
but I set down all these matters as somewhat various and onac- 
countable." . 

" Have I not often landed on the enemy's coast, solely to see 
her and to be near her V 

By this time, Ithuel, who was a littio puzzled at first to 
understand what it all meant, had got his cue, and no witness 
could have acquitted himself better than he did from that 
moment. 

" That you have," he answered ; "a hundred times, at least ; 
and right in the teeth of my advice." 

" Was not my sole object in coming into the Bay yesterday, 
to find Ghita, and Ghita only ?" 

" Just so. Of that, gentlemen, there can be no more ques- 
tion, than there is about Vesuvius standing up at the head of 
the Bay, smoking like a brick-kihi. That teas CaptMn Rule's 
sole a'r'n'd." 

" I just understood ye to say, mtness," put in Lyon, " and 
that only a bit since, that ye did not know the prisoner's motive 
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in coming info tie Bay of Naples. Ye called his behaviM 
unaccountable." 

" Very true, sir, and so it is to me. I know'd all along, that 
love was at the bottom of it ; but / don't call love a motive, 
while I do call it onaceountable. Love 's a feelin', and not a 
nature. That's the explanation on't. Yes, I know'd it was love 
for Miss Gytj, but then that's not a motive in law." 

" Answer to the feds. The court will judge of tlie motive 
for itself. How do yon know that love for the young woman you 
mention, was Kaoul Yvard'e only object in coming iuto the Bay ?" 

"One finds out such thin^ by keeping company with a man. 
Captain Rule went first to look for the young woman up on the 
mountain yonder, where her aunt lives, and 1 went with him to 
talk English, if it got to be necoasary ; and not finding Gyty at 
home, we got a boat and followed her ova- to Naples. Thus, 
you see, sir, that I have reason to know what craft he was 
in chase of the whole time." 

As all this was strictly true, Itliuel related it naturally, and in 
a way to gain some credit. 

" You say you accompanied Raoul Yvard, witness, in a visit 
to the aunt of the young woman called Ghita CaracdoH," 
observed Cuffe, in a careless way, that was intended to entrap 
Ithuel into an unwary answer—" where did you go from, when 
yon set out on your journey 1" 

" That would depend on the place one kept his reckoning 
from, and the time of starting. Now, / might say I started 
from Ameriky, which part of the world I left some years since ; 
or I might say from Nantos, the port in which we fitted for sea. 
As for Captain Rule, he would probably say Nantes," 

" In what manner did yon come from Nantes '" continued 
Cuffe, without betraying resentment at an answer that might be 
deemed impertinent; or surprise, as if he foimd it difficult 
to comprehend. " You did not make the journey on horseback, 
I should think ?" 

"Oh, I begin to understand you. Captain Cuffe. Why, if the 
truth must be said, we came in the lu^er the Few-Folly." 
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"I supposed aa much. And when you weut to visit this 
aunt, ithere did you leave the lugger ?" 

" We didn't leave her at all, sir ; being under her canvas, our 
feet were no sooner in the hoat, and thtj line cast off, than she 
left ue as if we had heen stuck up hlte a tree on dry ground." 

" Where did this happen i" 

" Afloat, of course, Captain CufFe ; such a thing would hardly 
come to pass ashore." 

" All that I understand ; but you say the prisoner left his 
vessel in order to visit an aunt of the young woman's ; thence 
he went into ti,o Bay, for the sole purpose -of finding the young 
woman herself. Now, this is an important fact, as it concerna 
the prisoner's motives, and may affect his life. The court 
must act with, all the facts hefbre it ; as a commencement, 
tell us where Eaoul Yvard left his lugger to go on yonder 
headland." 

" I do not think, Captain Cuffe, you've got the story exactly 
right. Captain Rule didn't go on the mountam, a'ter all, so 
much to see the aunt as to see the niece at the aunt's dwelling ; 
if one would eend light in a story, he must hegin right" 

" I left le Feu-Follet, Monsieur le Capitaine," Eaoul calmly 
ohserved, " not two cables' length from the very spot where your 
own ship ia now lying ; but it was at an hour of the night 
when the good people of Capri were asleep, and they knew 
nothing of our visit. You see the lugger is no longer here." 

" And do you confirm this sloiy under the solemnity of your 
oath ?" demanded Cuffe of Ithuel, little imagining how easy it 

IS to the witness to confirm anything he saw fit, in the way he 



" Sartain ; every word is true, gentlemen," answered Ithuel 
" It was not more than a cable's length from this very spot, 
according to my judgment" 

" And where is the lugger now ?" asked Cuffe, betraying the 
drift of all his questions, in his eagerness to learn more. 

Ithuel was not to be led on so hurriedly, or so bhndly. 
Affictdng a girlish sort of coyness, he answered, simpering : 
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" Why, CaptMii Guffe, I cannot think of answering a question 
like that, under the solemnity of an oath, as you call it. No one 
can know where the little Folly is but them that's in her." 

Cuffs was a little disconcerted at the answer, while Lyon smiled 
ironically ; the latter then took upon himself the office of cross- 
examining, with an opinion of his own penetration and shrewd- 
ness, that at least ought to have made him quite equal to 
encountering one of Ithuel's readiness in subterfuges. 

" We do not expect you to t«ll us of your own knowledge, 
witness," he said, " precisely the position by latitude and lon^- 
tude, or by the points of the compass, at this identical instant, 
of the craft called by some the !e Few-Folly, by others the Few- 
Follay, and, as it would now seem, by yourself, the Little Folly; 
for that, as ye've well obsrin-ed, can be known only to those who 
are actually on board her ; but ye'U be remembering, perhaps, 
the place it was agreed on between you, where ye were to find 
the lugger at your return from this hazardous expedition that 
ye've been making amang ye, into the Bay of Naples ?" 

" I object to that question as contrary to law," put in Itbuel, 
with a spirit and promptitude that caused the Judge Advocate 
to start, and the members of the court to look at each other in 
surprise. 

" Nsy, if ye object to the question on the ground that a 
true iunswer will be criminating yoursel', ye'E be justified in so 
doing, by reason and propriety ; but then yell consider well the 
consequences it may have on your own case, when that comes 
to be investigated." 

" I object on gin'ra! principles," said Ithuel. " Whatever 
Captain Rule may have said on the subject, admitting that 
he said anything, just to bear out the argument (by the way 
Ithuel called this word argoomcnt, a pronunciation against 
which we enter our solemn protest) ; admitting, I say, that he 
BMd anything on the subject, it cannot be testimony, as hearssj 
evidence is ag'in law all the world over," 

The members of the court looked at the Judge Advocate, 
who reiumed the glance with an air of suitable gravity, then, 
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on a motion of Sir Frederick's, the court was cleared to discuss 
tlie point in private. 

"How's this, Mr. Judge Advocate," demanded Ouffe, as 
soon as the coast was clear ; " it is of the last importance to 
find where tliat lugger is— do you hold that the question is 
contrary to law ?" 

" Its importance makes it pertinent, I think, sir ; as for the 
legahty, I do not see how it can be affecl«d hy the drcumstance 
that the fact came up in discojrse." 

" D'ye think so ?" observed Sir Frederick, looking much more 
profound than was his wont. " Legality is the boast of Eng- 
lish law, and I should dislike excessively to fail in that great 
essential. What is said, must be heard, to be repealed ; and 
this seems very hke hearsay testimony, I believe it's admitted 
all round we must reject that" 

"What is your opinion, Captain Lyon!" demanded the 
president. 

"The case is somewhat knotty, but it may be untied," 
returned the Scot, with a sneer on Ms hard features. " No 
need of Alexander and his sword to cut tie rope, Fm thinking, 
when we bring common sense to bear on the point. What is 
the matter to be ascertained ? Why, the place which was 
agreed on ss the point of rendezvous between this Rawl Eevart 
and his people. Now, this arrangement must have been made 
orally, or in writing ; if orally, testimony to the words uttered 
will not be hearaay, further than testimony to what a man has 
seen will be eyesight" 

" Quite true, Mr. President and gentlemen !" exclaimed the 
Judge Advocate, who was not a httle reUeved at finding a clue 
to lead him out of the ditHculty. " If the agi'cement had been 
made in writing, then that writing would have to be produced, 
if possible, as the best evidence the case affords ; but, being 
made in words, those words can be sworn to." 

Cuffe was much relieved hy this opinion, and, as Sir Frede- 
rick did not seem disposed to push his dissent very far, the 
matter would have been determined on the spot, but for a love 
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of dispuiation that formed part and parcel, to speak legally on 
a legal subject, of Lyon's moral temperament. 

" I'm agreeing with the Judge Advocate, as to his distinction 
about the admissifeility of the testimony on the ground of its 
not heing technically what is called hearsay evidence," he 
ohserved ; " but a difficulty suggests itself to my mind touching 
the pajrtenency. A witness is sworn to speak to tlie point 
before the court ; but he is not sworn to discuss all things in 
heaven and airth. Now, is it pairtenent to the fact of Eawl 
Eevart's being a spy, that he made aairtain agreements to meet 
this or that fellow-ijreature, in this or that place ? Now, as I 
comprehend the law, it divides all questions into two great 
classes — the pairtenent and the impairtenent, of which the first 
are legal and the second illegal," 

"I think it would he a great piece of audacity," said Sir 
Frederick, disdainfully, "for such a fellow as this Bolt to 
pretend to call any question we can put him, impertinent !" 

" That's no just the p'int, Sr Frederick ; this being altogether 
a matter of law, while yell be thinking of station and etiquette. 
Then, there's two classes of the pwrtenent, and two of the 
impairtenent ; one being legal and lo^cal, as it might bo, and 
the other conventional and civil, as one may say. There's a 
nice distinction, latent, between the two." 

"I believe the court is of opinion that the question may be 
put," observed Cuffe, who was impatient of the Scotchman's 
subtleties, bowing to Sir Frederick, to ask an acquiescence which 
he immediately received. "We will reopen the doors, and 
proceed in the exanunation." 

" The court is of opinion, witness," resumed the Judge Advo- 
cate, when every one was in his place again, " that you must 
answer the question. In order that you may nnderstand it, I 
will now repeat it. "Where was it agreed between Eaoul Yvard 
and his people, that they should meet again ?" 

" I do not think the people of the lugger had anytiing to 
say in the matter," answered Ithuel, in the most unmoved 
manner. " If they had, I knew nothing on't." 



ty Google 



The court felt embarrassed ; but as it would never do to be 
thwarted in this manner, a look of defemiinalion was exchanged 
between the members, and the examination proceeded. 

"If not the people, tlie officei's, tien. Where was it agreed 
between the prisoner and his officers, that the former should 
find the lugger, when he returned from his expedition into the 
Bay?" 

"Well, now, gentlemen," answered Ithuel, turning his quid 
from one cheet into the other, " I some conclude you've no great 
acquaintance with Captain Kide, a't«r all. He is not apt to 
enter into any agreements, at all What he wants done, he 
ordeis ; and what he orders, must be done." 

" What did he order, then, as respecte the place where the 
lugger was to wait for his return *" 

" I am sorry to be troublesome, please the court," returned 
the witness, with admirable self-possession ; " but law is law, all 
over the world, and I rather guess this question is ag'in it. lii 
the Granite state, it is always held, when a thing can be 
proved by the person who said any particular words, that the 
question must be put to him, and not to a bystander." 

" Not if that person is a prisoner, and on his trial," answered 
the Judge Advocate, staring to hear such a distinction from such 
a source ; " though the remark is a good one, in the cases of 
witnesses purely. You must answer, therefore." 

"It is unnecessary," again interposed Eaoul. "I left ray 
vessel here, where I have told you, and had I made a certain 
signal, the last night, from the heights of St. Agata, le Peu- 
Follet would have stood in, near to the rocks of the Sirens, and 
taken me off again. As the bour is passed, and tiie signal is 
not likely to be made, it is probable my lieutenant has gone to 
another rendezvous, of which the witness knows nothing, and 
which, certMnly, I shall never betray." 

There was so much manliness and quiet dignity in Raoul's 
deportment, that whatever he said made an impression. His 
answer disposed of the matter, for the moment at least. The 
Judge Advocate, accordingly, turned to other- inquiries. Little 
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remained, however, to be done. The prisoner had admitted hia 
identity ; hia capture, with all the attendant circumstances, was 
in proof; and his defence came next 

When Kaoul rose to speak, he felt a choking emotion ; but 
it soon left him, and he commenced in i "Steady calm tone his 
accent giving point and interest to man\ ot his expressions 

" Messieurs," said he, " I will nut det j my name mj chaiac 
ter, or mj manner of hfe. I am a Fien hman and the enemy 
of your country. I am also the enem^ of the King ot Naples 
in whose territories you found me I hive d stroyed his and 
your ship. Put me on boai'd my lugger, and I should do both 
ag^n. Whoever is the enemy of la France, is the enemy of 
Raoul Yvard. Honoi'able seamen, hke yourselves, Messieurs, 
can understand this. I am young. My heart is not made of 
rock ; evil as it may be, it can love beauty, and modesty, and 
virtue, in the other sex. Such has been my fate — I love Ghita 
Caraccioli ; have endeavored to make her my wife for more than 
a year. She has not authorized me to say that my suit was 
fevered — this I must acknowledge; but she is not the less 
admirable for that. Wo differ in our opinions of religion, and 
I fear she left Monte Ai^entaro, because, refusing my hand, she 
thought it better, perhaps, that we should not meet again. It 
b so with maidens, as yon must know, Messieure, But it is not 
usual for us, who are less refined, to submit to such self-denial. 
I learned whither Ghita had come, and followed ; my heart was 
a magnet, that her beauty drew after it, as our needles are drawn 
towards the jtole. It was necessary to go into the Bay of 
Naples, among the vessels of enemies, to imd her I loved ; and 
this is a very different thing from engaging in the pitiful 
attempts of a spy. Which of you would not have done the 
same. Messieurs J Ton are braves Anglais, and I know you 
would not hesitate. Two of you are still youthful, like myself, 
and must still feel the power of beauty ; even the Monsieur that 
is no longer a yoimg man, has had his m.omenta of passion, like 
all that are bom of woman. Messieurs, I have no more to say : 
yon know the rest If you condemn me, let it be as an unibr- 
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tunate Frenchman, whose heart had its weaknesses — not as aa 
ignominious and'treacheroos spy." 

The earnestness and nature with which Eaoul spoke, were not 
without effect Conld Sir Frederick hue had his way, the 
prisoner would have been acquitted on the spot But Lyon 
was sceptical as to the story of lo\e, i sentiment ahout which 
he knew very little ; aud there was a spiiit of opjiosition in him, 
too, that generally induced him to take the coni erse of most 
propositions that were started. The prisoner was dismissed, and 
the court closed its doora, to make up its decision by itself, in 
the usual fonn. 

We should do injustice to Cuffe, if we did not say that he 
had some feeling in fevor of the gallant foe who had so often 
foiled him. Could he have had his will at that moment, he 
would have ^ven Eaoul his lugger, allowed the latter a 
sufScient start, and then gladly have commenced a chase round 
the Mediterranean, to settle all questions between them. But 
it was too much to give up the lugger as well as the prisoner. 
Then his oath as a judge had its obligations also, and he felt 
himself bound to yield to the aiguments of the Judge Advocate, 
who was a man of technicalities, and thought no more of 
sentiment than Lyon himself. 

The result of the deliberation, which lasted an hour, was a 
finding against the prisoner. The court was opened, the record 
made up and read, the offender inti'oduced, and the judgment 
delivered. The finding was, " that Eaoul Yvard had been 
caught in disguise, in the midst of the aUied fleets, and that he 
was guilty aa a spy." The sentence was, to suffer death the 
succeeding day, by han^ng at the yard-arm of such ship aa the 
commander-in-chief might select, on approving of the sentence. 

As Eaoul expected little else, he heard his doom with 
steadiness, bowing with dignity and courtesy to the court, as ha 
was led away to be placed in irons, as befitted one condemned. 
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Bolt had not been tried. His case had several serious 
difficulties, and the orders allowed of a discretion. Tha 
punishment oould scarcely be less tiian death, and, in addition 
to the loss of a stout, sinewy man, it involved qSestions of 
natural right, tiiat were not always pleasant to he considered. 
Although the impressment of American seamen into the British 
ships of war was probably one of the most serious moral as well 
as pohtical wrongs, that one independent nation ever received at 
the hands of another, viewed as a practice of a generation's con- 
tinuance, it was not wholly without some reheving points. 
There was a portion of the British marine that disdained to 
practise it at all; leavmg it to the coarser spirits of the 
profession t» discharge a duty that they themselves found 
repugnant to their feehngs and their habits. Thus, we remember 
to have heard an American seaman say, one who had been present 
on many occasions when his countrymen were torn from under 
their flag, tliat in no instance ha ever witnessed, was tlie ofBeer 
who committed the wrong of an £ur and manner that he should 
describe as belonging to the class of gentlemen, on shore. 
Whenever one of the latter boarded his vessel, the crew was 
permitted to pass unquestioned. 

Let this be as it might, there is no question that a strong and 
generous feeling existed in the breasts of hundreds in the British 
navy, concerning the natureof the wrong that was done a foreign 
people, by the practice of impressing men from under their flag. 
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Although Ouffo was too much of a martinet to cany his notions 
on the suhject to a very refined point, he was too much of a man 
not to he reluctant to punish another for doing what he felt he 
would have done himself, under similar circumstances, and what he 
could not but know he would have had a perfect right to do. It 
was impossihle to inistate one Uke Ithuel, who had so many of the 
Granite pecuUarilies about him, for anything but what he was ; 
and so well was his national chai'aeter established in tiie ship, 
that the sobriquet of The Yankee had been applied to him, by 
his shipmates, from the very first. The feet, therefore, stood 
him so for in hand, that Cuffe, after a consultation with Win- 
chester, determined not to put the alleged deserfoi' on trial ; but, 
after letting him reman a short time in irons, to turn him to 
duly again, under a pretence that was often used on such occa- 
sions, viz. to ^ve the man an opportunity of proving his 
American birth, if he were really what he so strenuously pro- 
fessed to be. Poor Ithuel was not the only one who was con- 
demned to this equivocal servitude, hundreds passing weary 
years of probation, with the same dim ray of hope, for ever 
defended, gleaming in the distance. It was determined, how- 
ever, not to put Ithuel on his trial until the captain had 
conversed with the admiral on the subject, at least ; and Nelson, 
removed from the influence of the siren by whom he was 
enthralled, was a man inclined to leniency, and of even chival- 
rous notions of justice. To such contradictions is even a, great 
mind subject, when it loses sight of the polar star of its duties I 
"When the sentence on Kaoul was pronounced, therefore, and 
the prisoner w^ removed, the court adjourned ; a boat being 
immediately despatched to the Foudiwyant with a copy of the 
proceedings, for the rear-admiral's approbation. Then followed 
a discussion on much the most interesting topic for them all ; 
the probable position of, and the means of capturing the lugger. 
That le Feu-FoJlet was near, all were cominced ; but where she 
was to be found, it was hard to tell. Officers had been sent on 
the heights of Oapri, one of which towers more than a thousand 
feet abo^e the sea ; but tiiey returned from a bootiess errand. 
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Nothing resembling the lugger was visible in the offing, among 
the islands, or in the bays. A cutter had been sent to look 
round Campanella, and another crossed the mouth of the bay, 
to take a look to the northward of Ischia, in order to make cer- 
tain that the treacherous craft had not gone behind the moun- 
tdns of that island for a refiige. In short, no expedient hkely 
to discover the furtive was neglected. All failed, however ; 
boat after boat came back, without success, and officer after 
officer returned wearied and disappointed. 

Much of the day was passed in this manner, for it was a 
calm, and moving either of the ships was out of the question. 
In the fuU expectation of discovering the lugger somewhere in 
striking distance, Cuffe had even gone so far as to detail a pai-ty 
from each vessel, with a view to attack her in boats again ; 
feeling no doubt of success, now that he had the disposable force 
of three vessels to send agmnst his enemy. Winchester was to 
have commanded, as a right purchased by his blood ; nor was 
the hope of succeeding in this way abandoned, until the last 
boat, that which had been sent round Ischia, returned, reportiug 
its total want of success. 

" I have heard it said," observed Cuffe, as he and his brother 
captains stood conversing together on the quarter-deck of the 
Proserpine, just after this last report had been made — " I have 
heard it said, that this Raoul Yvard has actually gone boldly 
into several of our ports, under Enghsh or neutral colors, and 
lain there a day or two at a time, unstiapccted, until it has suited 
him to go out again. Can it be possible he is up, off the town ? 
There is such a fleet of craft in and about the mole, that a little 
lugger, with her paint and marks altered, miffht be among ihem. 
"What think you, Lyon ?" 

" It is sartainly a law of nature. Captain Cuffe, that smallei 
olgects should be overlooked, in the presence of greater ; and 
such a thing miffht happen, therefore; though I should place it 
among the improbables, if not absolutely among the impossi- 
ble. Twould be far safer, nevertheless, to run in, in the man- 
ner you designate, among the hundred or two of ships, than to 
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venture alone into a haven or a roadstead. If you wish for reljra- 
ment, Sir Frederick, plunge at once into the Strand, or take 
lodgings on Ludgats Hill ; but if you wish to be noticed, and 
chased, go info a Highland village, and just conceal your name 
for a bit ! Ah — ^he knows the difference well, who has tried 
both modes of life !" 

" This is true, Cutfo," observed the Baronet, " yet I hardly 
think a Frenchman, big or little, would be apt to come aad 
anchor under Nelson's nose." 

'"Twould be something iike the lion's lyifig down with 
the lamb, certainly, and ought not to be counted on as very 
likely. Mr. Winchester, is not that our boat coming round the 
sloop's quarter ?" 

" Yes, sir— she has got back from Naples — quarter-master — " 
" -Aye, quarter-master," intemiptcfl Cuffe, sternly, " a pretty 
look-out is this ! Here is our own boat close in upon us, and not 
a word from your hps on the interesting subject, sir !" 

This word, sir, is much used on board a man-of-war, and in 
all its convertible significations. Fi'om the inferior to the supe- 
rior, it comes as natural as if it were a ^ft fi^m above ; from 
equal to equal, it has a ceremonious and be-on-your-guard mr, 
that sometimes means respect, sometimes disrespect; while from 
a captain to a quarter-master, it always means reproof if it do 
not mean menace. In discussions of this sort, it is wisest for the 
weaker party to be silent ; and nowhere is this truth sooner 
learned than on ship-board. The quarter-master, consequently, 
made no answer, and the gig came alongside, brining back the 
officer who had carried the proceedings of the court up to 
Naples. 

"Here we have it," said Cuffe, opening the important docu- 
ment, as soon as he and his brother captains were again in the 
cabin. " Approved — ordered that the sentence be carried into 
execution on board his Majesty's ship the Proserpine, Captwn 
Cnffe, lo-morrow, between the hours of sun-rise and sun-eet" 

Then followed the date, and the well known signature rf 
" Nelson and Bront6." All this was what Cuffe both wished 
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and expected, though he would have preferred a little more grac« 
in carrying out tlie orders. The reader is not to suppose from 
this that our captain was either vengeful or bloody-minded ; or 
that he really desired to inflict on Eaoul any penalty for the 
manner in which he had baffled his own designs and caused his 
crew to suffer. So fai- from this, his intention was to lase the 
sentence to extort from the prisoner a confession of the orders be 
had given to those left in the lu^er, and then to use this confes- 
sion as a means of obtaining his pardon, with a transfer to a pri- 
son-ship. Cuffe had no great veneration for piivateersmen, nor 
was his estimate of their morabty at ail unreasonable, when he 
inferred that one who served with gain for his principal object, 
would not long hesitate about purchasing his own life, by the 
betrayal of a secret like that he now asked. Had Eaoul 
belonged even to a republican navy, the English man-of-wars- 
man might have hesitated about carrying out his plan ; but, 
with the master of a corsair, it appeared to be the most natural 
thing ima^nable to attempt its execution. Both Sir Frederick 
and Lyon viewed the matter in the same light ; and, now that 
everything was legally done that was necessary to the design, 
the capture of the In^er was deemed more than half accom- 
plished. 

" It is somewhat afflicting, too, Cuffe," observed Sir Frederick, 
in his drawling, indolent way ; " it is somewhat afflicting, too, 
Cuffe, to Ije compelled to betray one's friends, or to be hanged ! 
In parliament, now, we say we'll be hanged if we do, and here 
you say you'll be hanged if you don't.'' 

" Poh, poh ! Dashwood ; no one expects this Eaon! Yvard 
will come to that fate, for no one thinks he will hold out. We 
shall get the lugger, and that will be the end of it. I'd give a 
thousand pounds to see that d — — d Few-Folly at anchor 
within pistol shot of my stem, at this blessed moment. My feel- 
jigs are in the matter." 

" Five hundred would be a high price," observed Ljon, drily. 
" I much doubt if the shares of us three come to as much as a 
hundred apiece, even should the craft fall into our hands." 
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" By tlie way, gents," put in Sir Frederick, gaping — " suppose 
we toss up, or throw the dice, to see which shall have all, on 
Bupp(»ition we get her within the next twenty-four hours, tim- 
ing the affair hy this ship's chronoraoteis. You've dice on 
board, I dare say, Cufie, and we can make a regular time of it, 
here, for half an hour, and no one the wiser," 

" Your pardon, Captmn Dashwood ; I can suffer no such 
amusement. It is unmilitary, and contrary to regulations ; 
and, tiien, hundreds are not as plenty with Lyon and myself as 
they am with you, I like to pocket my prize money first, and 
sport on it afterwards," 

" You're right. Captain Cuffe," said Lyon ; " though, iiioro 
can be no great innovation in sporting on Sir Frederick's portion, 
if he see fit to indulge us. Money is an ^^eable acquisition 
beyond a doubt, and life is sweet to saint and sinner alike ; ^t 
I much question your fadlity in persuading this Monshure Bawl 
to tell you his secret consuming the lugger, in the manner ye 
anticipate." 

This opinion met with no favor ; and after discussing the 
point among themselves a little longer, the three captains were 
on the point of separating, when Griffin burst into the cabin, 
without even knocking, and altogether regardless of the usual 



" One would think it blew a typhoon, Mr. Griffin," said Cuffe, 
coldly, " by the rate at which you run before it." 

" It's an ill wind that blows no luck, air," answered the lieu- 
tenant, actually panting for breith, so great had been his hasto 
to communicate what he had to say. " Our look-out, on the 
heights above Canif anella, his just signalled ns that he sees the 
lugger to the southward and eastward — somewhere near the 
point of Piane I suppot-e, sir ; and what is better, the wind 
is coming off shore earUer than common this evening." 

" That is news !" exd^mcd Cuffe, rubbing his hands with 
delight. " Go on deck. Griffin, and tell Winchester to unmoor ; 
then make a signal to the other ships to do the same. Now 
gentlemen, we have the game in our own hanis, and let xa see 
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sod play it sHiully. In a couple of hours it will be dark, and 
our movements can all be made without being seen. As the 
Proserpine is, perhaps, the featest ship,"— at this remark Sir 
Frederick smiled iromcally, while Lyon raJsed his eyebrows like 
one who saw a marvel—" As the Proserpine is, perhaps, the fast- 
est ship, she ought to go the furthest to leeward ; and I will get 
under way, and stand off to sea, keeping well to the northward 
and eastward, as if I were running for the straits of Bonifacio, 
for instance, until it gets to be dark, when I wil) haul up south 
for a couple of boms or so ; then come up as high as south-east 
until we are to the southward of the Gulf of Salerno. This 
will be before daylight, if the wind stand. At dsyhght, then, 
you may look out for me, off Piane, say two leagues. Mid to 
seaward, I hope, of the lu^er. You shall follow. Sir Frederick, 
just as the sun sets, and keep in my wake, as near as possible ; 
heaving-to, however, at midnight. This will bring you fairly 
alreast of the gulf, and about mid-way between tlie two ciq)e8, 
a httle west of south from Campanella. Lyon, you can he 
here until the night has fairly set in, when you can pass be- 
tween Capri and the cape, and run down south two hours, and 
heave-to. This will place you in a position to watch the pas- 
sage to and from the gulf, under the northom shore." 

" And this arrangement completed to your satisfaction, Cap- 
twn Cuffe," asked Lyon, dehberately helping himsdf to an 
enormous pinch of snuffi "what will be your pieasure in tlie 
posterior evolutions ?" 

" Each ship must keep her station until the day has fairly 
dawned. Should it turn out, as I trust it may, that we've 
got le Few-Folly in-shore of us, all we'll have to do will 
be to close in upon hor, and drive her up higher and higher 
into the Bay. She will naturally run into shallow water; 
when we must anohw off, man the boats, send them north 
and south of her, and let them board her, under cover of 
our fire. If we find the lugger embayed, well have her as 

" Very prettily conceived, Captaij Cuffe ; and in a way to be 

HcBsdty Google 



WING-AND-WISG. 310 

handsomely executed. But if we should happen to find the 
heathen outiide of us ?" 

" Then make sdl in chase to soaward, each shjp acting for 
the hest. Come, gentlemen, I do not wish to be inhospitable, 
but the I*roserpine must he off Sho has a long road before 
her : and the winds of this season of the year can barely be 
counted on for an hour at a time." 

Cuffe being in such a hurry, his guests depai'ted without 
further ceremony. As for Sir Frederick, the first thing he did 
was to order dinner an hour earlier than ho had intended, and 
then to invite his surgeon and marine-officer, two capital pmrs 
of knives and forks, to oome and share it with him, after which 
he sat down to play somewhat rillanously on a flute. Two 
hours later, he gave the necessary orders to his first heutenaat ; 
after which he troubled himself very little about the frigate he 
cominanded. Lyon, on the other hand, sat down to a very 
fiiigal meal alone, as soon as he found himself i^jun m his 
sloop ; first ordering certain old saih to be got on deck, and to 
be mended for the eighth or ninth lime. 

With the Proserpine it was different. Her capstan-bars flew 
round, and one anchor was actually catted by the time her 
captiun appeared on deck. The other soon followed, (he three 
topsails fell, were sheeted home and hoisted, and sail was set 
after sail, until the ship went steadily past tbe low promontoiy 
of Ana Capri a cloud of canvas. Her head was to the westward, 
inclining a httie north ; and had there been any one to the 
southward to watch her movements, as there was not, so for as 
the eye could see, it would have been supposed that she was 
standing over towards the coast of Sardinia, most probably with 
an intention of passing by the Straits of Bonifacio, between that 
island and Corsica. The wind being nearly east, and it blow- 
ing a good breeze, the progress of the ship was such as pronused 
to fulfil all the expectations of her commander. 

As the sun set, and darkness diffused itself over the Mediter- 
ranean, the fighter steering-sails were taken in, and the Proser- 
pine brought the wind abeam, standing south. One of the last 
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things visible Irom tie decks, besides the mountsiins of the 
islands and of the main, the curling sfiioio of Vesuvius, the 
blue void above and tbe bluer sea below, was the speck of tbo 
Terpsichore, as that ship folJowed, as near as might be, in her 
wake ; Sir Frederick and his friends still at table, but with a 
vigilant and industrious first lieutenant on deck, who was 
sufficient in himself for all that was rcc[uired of the vessel in any 
emergency. The latter had his orders, and he executed them 
with a precision and attention that promised to leave nothing 
to be wished for. On the other hand, the people of the Ring- 
dove were kept at work mending old sails until the hour to 
"knock off work" arrived ; then tiie ship unmoored. At the 
proper time the remaining anchor was lifted, and the sloop went 
through the pass between Capri and Campanella, as directed, 
when Lyon sent for the first lieutenant to join him in his 

" Look you here, McBear," said Lyon, pointing to the chart 
which lay on the table ; " Captain Cuife has just run down off 
Piane, and will find himself well to leeward when the west wind 
comes to-mori'ow ; Sir Frederick has followed, famously cleat of 
the land, and won't be in a much better box. Now, this lu^^er 
must be pretty picking, if alJ they say of her be true. Ten to 
one but she has gold in her. These corsaire are desperate 
rogues after the siller, and, taking hull, sails, armament, head- 
money, and the scrapings of the lockers together, I shouldn't 
marvel if she come to something as good as £8000 or £10,000. 
This would bo feir dividing for a sloop, but would amount to 
a pMnfuUy small trifle, as between the officers of three ships, 
after deducting the admiral's share. "What are you thinking 
of, Airchy ?" 

" Of just that, Captain Lyon, It would be dividing every 
lieutenant's share by three, as well as every captain's," 

" That's it, Airchy, and so ye'll have a shairp look out on deck. 
Therell be no occasion to run down quite as far as CaptMn 
Cuffe suggested, ye'll obsairve ; for, if in the bay, the lug^r 
win work her way up towards this headland, and we'll be all 
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the more lilt sly to fell in with her, by keeping new it ourselves. 
Ye'U take the idea S" 

" It's pldn enou', Captain Lyon ; and Til be obaaining it. 
How is the law understood as respects dairkness S I understand 
that none share but such as are in sight; but is dairkness 
deemed a legal impediment V 

" To be sure it is ; the idea being that all who can see may 
act. Now, if we catch the lu^er before Captain Cuffe and 
Sir Frederick even know where she is, on what pnnciple can 
they aid and sustain us in the capture !" 

" And yoTi wish a shairp look-out, the night, Captain 

" TLat's just it, Aii'chy. Ye'll all he doing your best m the 
way of eyes, and we may get the lugger alone. 'Twould be 
such a pity, Mr. McBean, to divide by three, when the sums 
might be kept entire I" 

Such was the state of feehng with which eich of these three 
officers entered on his present duty Cufte was eimeet in the 
wish to catch his enemy, and this principallj for the credit of 
the thing, though a Uttlo out of a dt^ire to ie\pnge his o^vn 
losses ; Sir Fredeiick Dashwood, mdifterent to all but his own 
pleasures ; and Lyon, closely attentive to the miin chance. Aa 
hour or two later, or just before Cuffe turned in, he sent a mes- 
sage to request the presence of 'his fii'st-lieutenant, if the latter 
were still up. Winchester was writing up his private journal; 
closing the book, he obeyed the order, in that quiet, submissive 
maimer, which a first-lieutenant is more apt to use towards his 
captain, than towards any one else. 

" Good evening, "Winchester," said Cutfe, in a feimiliar, ftiend- 
ly way, which satisfied the subordinate that he was not sent for 
to be " rattled down ;" " draw a chair and tiy a glass of this 
Capri wine, with some water. It's not carrying sail hard to 
drink a gallon of it; yet I rather think it fills up the chinks 
better than nothing." 

" Thank'ee, Captain CuiFe, welike it in the gun-room, and got 

oft' a fresh cask or two this morning, while the court was sitting* 

U* 
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So they t«ll me, sir, his 1<^dship has put his name to it, Emd 

that this Frenchman is to swing from out fore-yard-arm some 
time to-morrow V 

" It stands so on paper, Winchester ; but if he confess where 
his lugger lies, all will go smoothly enough with him. How- 
ever, as things look now, we'll have her, and thanks only to 
ourselves." 

"Well, sir, that will be best, on the whole. I do not hke to 
see a man selling his own people." 

" There you are right enough, Winchester, and I trust we 
shall get along without it ; though the lugger must be ouis. 
I sent for yon, by the way, about this Bolt — something m^t be 
done with that fellow." 

"It's a clear case of desertion, Captain Cuffe; and, as it 
would now seem, of treason in the bargain. I would rather 
hang ten such chaps than one man like the Frenchman." 

" Well, it's clear, Mr. Winchester, ymi do not hear malice ! 
Have yon foigotten Porto Ferrajo, and the boats, aheady ! or 
do you love them that despitefully use you ?" 

" T was all fair service, sir, and one never thinks anything of 
that. I owe this Monsieur Yvard no grudge for what he did ; 
but, now it's all fiiirly over, I rather like him the better for it. 
But it's a very different matter as to this Bolt; a stalking 
Bcoundrel, who would let other men fight his country's 
battles, while he goes a-privateering agmnst British commerce." 

" Aye, there's the rub, Winchester 1 Are they his country's 
batties?" 

" Why we took him for an EnghshniMi, sir, and we must act 
Tip to our own professions, in order to be consistent," 

" And so hang an innocent man for a treason that he could 
not commit" 

" Why, Captain Cuffe, do you believe the fellow's whining 
Btory about his being a Yankee ! If that be true, we have done 
him so much injustice already, as to make his case a very hard 
one. For my part I look upon all these fellows as only ao many 
disaffected Englishmen, and treat them accordingly." 
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" That is a sure way to quiet one's feelings, Winchester ; hut 
it 's most too serious when it comes to hanging. If Bolt deserve 
any punishment, he deserves death ; and tliat is a matter about 
which one ought to be tolerably certain, before he pushes things 
too tar. I 've sometimes had my doubts about three or four of 
our people's being Englishmen, after all.'' 

"There can be no certainty in these matters, unless one 
could carry a parish register for the whole kingdom in his ship, 
Captain Cuffe. If they are not Enghshmen, why do they not 
produce aatisfectory proofe to show it 3 That is but reasonable, 
you must allow, ar ?" 

*' I don't know, Winchester ; there are two sides to that 
question, too. Suppose the King of Naples should seize you, 
here, ashore, ^id cMl on you to prove that you are not one of 
his subjects ? How would you go to work to make it out — no 
parish register being at hand !" 

"Well, then, Captain Cuffe, if we are so very wrong, we had 
better give all these men up, at once — though one of them is 
the very best hand in the ship ; I think it right to tell you that, 



" There is a wide difference, sir, between giiing a man up, 
and han^ng him. We are short-handed as it is, and cannot 
spare a single man. I've been looking over your station bills, 
and they never appeared so feeble before. We want eighteen 
or nineteen good seamen to make them respectable ^n ; and 
though this Bolt is no great matter as a seaman, he can turn his 
hand to so many things, that he was as useful as the boatswMu. 
In a word, we cannot spare him ; either to let him go, or to 
hang him ; even were the latter just." 

"Tm sure, sir, I desire to do nothing that is unjust or 
inconvenient, and so act your pleasure in the aSw." 

" My pleasure b just this then, Winchester. We must turn 
Bolt to duty. If the fellow is really an American, it would be 
a wretched business even to flog him for desertion ; and as to 
tieason, you know, there can be none without allegiance. Kelson 
gives me a .discretion, and so well act on the safe ade, and just 
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turn him over to duty again. When there comes an opportu- 
nity, ril inquire info the facts of his ease, and if he can make 
out that he is not an Englishman, why he must be diadiarged. 
The ship will be going liome in a year or two, when everything 
can be settled fairly and deHberately. I dare say Bolt will not 
object to the terms." 

" Perhaps not, sir. Then there's the crew, Captdn Cuflb. 
They may think it strange treason and desertion go unpunished. 
These fellows talk and reason more than is always known 
aft." 

'Tve thought of all that, W'nchestei'. I dai'e say you have 
heard of such a thing as a Rinj^'s evidence ? Well, here has 
Kaout Yvard been tried and found guilty a^ a spy ; Bolt having 
been a witness. A few remarks jadiciously made, may throw 
everything off on that tack ; and uppe^ranees will be preserved, 
so &r as diseipUne is concerned." 

"Yes, Mr, that might be done, it's true • but an uneasy berth 
will the poor devil have of it, if tho peopi-* l^ney he has been a 
King's evidence. Men of th-vt class hate a traitor worse than 
they do crime, Captain CuiTe, and they'll ride Bolt down hke 
the main tack." 

" Perhaps not ; and if they do, 'twill not be as had as hang- 
ing. The fellow must think himself luckily out of a bad sci'ape, 
and thank God for all his mercies. You can see that he suffers 
nothing unreasonable, or greatly out of the way. So send an 
order to the master-atrarms to knock the irons off t'le chap, and 
send him to duty, before you turn in, Winchester." 

This settled the matter as to Ithne!, for the moment, at least. 
Cuffe was one of those men who was indisposed to push things 
too far, while he found it difEcult to do his wholo duty. Therp 
was not an officer in the Proserpine, who had any seiiousi 
doubts about the true country of Bolt, though tliere was not 
one officer among them all who would openly avow i*. There 
was too much " granite" about Ithuel to permit Englishmen 
long to be deceived, and that very language on which the 
impreEsed man so much prided himself would haie bet^ayod 
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his origin, had other evidence heen wanting. Stif. there was a 
tenacity ahoi;t an English ship of war, in that day, that did not 
easily permit an athletic hand to escape its grasp, when it had 
once closed upon him. In a gi'eat and enterprising service, like 
that of Great Britiun, an esjtrit de corps existed in the respective 
ships, which made them the rivals of each other, and men being 
the great essentials of efficiency, a single seaman was relin- 
quished witt a reluctance that must have been witnessed, fully 
to be imdeistood. Cnffe consequently could not make up his 
mind to do full justice to Ittuel, while he could not make up 
his mind to push injustice so far as trial and punishment 
Nelson had lett him a discretion, as has heen said, and this he 
chose to use in the manner just mentioned. 

Had the case of the New Hampshire man been fairly brought 
before the British Admiral, his discharge would have been 
ordered without hesitation. Nelson was too iar removed from 
the competition of the separate ships, and ordinarily under the 
control of Ijxi high motives, to be accessory to the injustice of 
forcibly detaining a foreigner in his country's service ; for it was 
only while under the malign influence Ui which there has already 
been allusion, that he ceased to be high-minded and just; 
Prejudiced he was, and in some cases exceedingly so ; America 
standing but little better in his eyes than France herselt For 
the firet of these antipathies he had some apol<^ ; since in 
addition to the averaion that was naturally produced by the 
history of the cis-atlantle Repubhc, accident had tlu'own him in 
the way, in the West Indies, of asceitaining the frauds, decep- 
tions, and cupidities of a class of men that never exhibit national 
character in its brightest and most alluring colors. Still, he was 
too upright of mind, willingly to countenance injustice, and too 
chivalrous to oppress. But Ithuel had Men into the hands of 
nwl fUtarh-tfth high qualities of the Admiral, while 
atth mtmhkit lear of liis more prominent weak- 
n «e d h b It vithin the sphera of the competi- 

ti bet ec th esj ta h ps and their crews. 

W h le f urse b yed his orders. Ue roused the 
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master-at-anns from his tammock, and directed him to bring 
Ithuel Bolt to the quarter-deck. 

" In consequence of what took place this morning," stud the 
firat heatenant, in a voice loud enough to be heard by all near 
him, "Captain Cuffe has seen fit to order you to be released, 
Bolt, and turned to duty again. You will know how to 
appreciate this lenien<^, and will serve with greater zeal than 
ever, I make no doubt. Never forget that you have been with 
a yard-rope, as it might be, round your neck. In the morning 
you will be stationed and berthed anew.' 

Ithuel was too shrewd to answer. He fully understood the 
reason why he escaped punishment, and it increased his hopes 
of eventually escaping from the service itseE Still he gagged 
a Hittie at the idea of passing for one who peached— or for a 
"5(a<e's-evidence" as he called it; that character involving 
more of sin, in vulgar ej-es, than the commission of a thousand 
legal crimes. This gave Winchester no concern. After dis- 
missing his man he gossiped a minute or two with Yelverton, 
who had the watch, gaped once or twice somewhat provokingly, 
and going below, was m a deep sleep in ten minutes. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



The dawning of day, on the moming which succeeded, was 
a moment of great interest on board the different English ships 
which then lay off the Gulf of Salemo. Cuffe and Lyon were 
called, according to especial orders left by themselves, while 
even Sir Frederick Dashwood allowed himself to be awakened, 
to hear the report of the officer of the watch. The first was up 
quite half an hour before the hght appeared. He even went 
'nto the main-top again, in order to get as early and as wide a 
survey of the horizon as he wished. Griffin went aloft with 
aim, and l^^ther they stood leaning against the top-mast 
rigging, watching the slow approach of those rays which 
gradually diffused themselves over tie whole of a panorama 
that was as bewitching as the hour and the lovely accessories 
of an Italian landscape could render it. 

" I see nothing in-skore" exclaimed Cuffe, in a tone of dis- 
appointment, when tlie light permitted a tolerable view of the 
eoast. " If she should be outside of «s our work will be only 
half done !" 

" There is a white speck close in with the land, sir," returned 
GrifEn ; " here, in the direction of those niins, of which our 
gentlemen that have been round in the boats to look at, tell 
such marvels ; I believe, however, it is only a felucca or a 
sparanara. There is a peak to the sail that does not look 



" What is this, oiF here at the north-west, Griffin ? — Is it too 
ge for the !e Few-Folly V 
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" That muat be the Terpaictore, sir. It's just where she 
ouffkt to be, as I understand the orders ; and I suppose Sir 
Frederick has tarried her there. But yonder'a a sail, in the 
northern board, which may turn out fo he the lugger ; she is 
fairly witiun Campanella, and ia not far firom tie north shore 
of the bay." 

" By George ! — that must be she ; Monsieur Yvard has kept 
her skulking round and about Amalfi, all this time ! Let ua 
go down, and set everything tliat will draw, at once, sir." 

In two minutes GrifSn was on deck, hauling the yards, and 
clearing away to make sail. As usual the wind was light at the 
southward again, and the course would be nearly before it. 
Studding-sail booms were to be run out, the sails set, and the 
ship's head laid to the noi-fhward, keeping a Uttle to seaward of 
the chase. At this moment the Prceerpine had the Point of 
Plane, and the little tillage of Abate, nearly abeam. The ship 
might have been going four knots through the water, and the 
distance across the mouth of the bay was something like thirty 
miles. Of course, eight hours would be necessary to carry the 
fiigate over tJie intervening space, should the wind stand, as it 
probably would not, at that season of tlie year. A week later, 
and strong southerly winds might be expected, but that week 
was as interminable as an age, for any present purpose. 

Half-an-hour's trial satisfied all on the deck of the Proserpine, 
that the chase was keeping oS; hke themselves, and that she 
was standing towards the mountains of Amalfi. Her progress, 
too, was about equal to that of the frigate, for, dead before the 
wind, the latter ship waa'merely a good swler; her great supe- 
riority commencing only when she brought the breeze forward 
of the beam. It had been supposed that the stranger, when 
first seen, was about fifteen miles distant, his canvas appearing 
both small and shapeless ; but some doubts now began to be 
entertained, equally as to his rig, his size, and his dista.nee. If 
a laa^e or a lofty vessel, of course he must be materially further 
off, and if a laige or lofty vraael it could not be le Feu-Follet. 
The other fiigate took her cue from the Proserpine, and stood 
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across for the northern side of the gulf; a certain proof that 
nothing was visible, from her mast-heads, to lead her in any 
other direction. Two hours, however, satisfied all on board the 
latter ship, that they were on a wrong scent, and that the vessel 
to leeward was their own consort, the sloop; Lyon having, in 
his eagerness to get the prize before she could be seen from the 
other ship, can'ied the Ringdove quite within the hay, and thus 
misled Cuffe and Sir Frederick. 

" Tliere can no longer be any doubt !" exclaimed the captain 
of the Proserpine, dropping his glass, with vexation too strongly 
painted in his manner to be mistaken ; " that is a ship ; and, 
as you say, Winchester, it must be the Ringdove ; though what 
the devi! Lyon is doing away in there with her, unless he sees 
something close under the land, is more than I can tell. As 
there is cleaily nothing-in this quarter, we will stand on, and 
take a look for ourselves." 

This nearly destroyed the Iiope of success. The officers began 
to suspect that their look-out on Campanella had been deceived, 
and that what he had supposed to be a lugger, was, in truth, a 
felucca, or perhaps a xebec — a craft which might well be mistaken 
for a lugger, at the distance of a few leagues. The error, how- 
ever, was with those in the ship. The officer sent upon the 
heights was a shrewd, practised masler's-mate, who knew every- 
thing about his profession that properly came within his hne, 
and knew Uttle else. But for a habit of drinking, he would long 
since have been a lieutenant, being, in truth, an older sailor than 
"Winchester ; but, aatistied of bis own infirmity, and coming from 
a class in life in which preferment was viewed as a God*send 
rather than as a right, he had long settled down into the behef 
that he was to live and die in his present station, thereby losing 
most of the desire to rise. The name of this man was Clinch. 
In consequence of his long experience, within the circle of his 
duties, his opinion was greatly respected hy his superiors, when 
he was sober ; and, as he had the precaution not to be otherwise 
when engaged on service, his weakness seldom brought him into 
any serious difficulties. Cuffe, as a last hope, had sent him up 
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on the heists of Campanella, with a perfect conviction that, if 
anything were really in sight, he would not iiiil to see it. All 
this confidence, however, had now ended in disappointment; 
and, half-an-hour lator, when it was announced to Cuffe, that 
" the cutter, with Mr. Clinch, was coming down the bay towards 
them," tie former even heard the name of his drunken favorite 
with disgust. As was usual with him, when out of humor, he 
went below as the boat drew near, leaving orders for her officer 
to be sent down to him, the instant the latter got on board. 
Kve minutes later, Clinch thrust his hard-looking, weather- 
beaten, but handsome red countenance in at the cabin-door. 

"Well, sir," commenced the oaptiun, on a tolerably high 

key, "a d d pretty wild-goose chase yon've sent us all 

on, down here, into this bay ! The southerly wind is failing 
already, and, in half-an-hour, the ships will be frying the pitch 
off their decks, without a breath of wr ; when the wind does 
come, it will come out at west, and bring us aU four or five 
leagues dead to leeward !" 

Clinch's experience had taught bim the useful man-of-war 
lesson, to bow to the tempest, and not to attempt to brave it. 
Whenever he was " rattled-down," as he called it, ho had the 
habit of throwing an expression of surprise, comically blended 
with contrition, into his countenance, that seemed to say, "what 
haye I done now V — or, " if I have done anytibing amiss, you 
see how sorry I am for it." He met his irritated commander, 
on the present occasion, with this expression, and it produced 
the usual effect of molhfying him a little. 

"Weil, sir— explain this matter, if you please," continued 
Cuffe, after a moment's hesitation. 

" Will you please to tell me, sir, what you wish explained ?" 
inquired Chnch, throwing more surprise than common, even, 
into his countenance. 

" That is an extraordinary question, Mr. Clinch ! I wsh the 
eignal you made from yonder headland explwned, sir. Did 
you not signal the ship, to say that yon saw the le Few-FoUy 
down here, at the southward !" 
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" Well, sir, I'm glad there waa no miatake in the matter," 
answered Chnch, in a confident and a relieved manner. " I 
was afraid at first, Captain Cuffe, my signal had not been 
understood," 

" Undeisfood ! How could it be mistaken ? You showed a 
black ball, for ' tJie lugger's in sight' Youll not deny that, I 
trust ?" 

" No, sir ; one black ball, for ' the lugger's in sight,' That's 
just what I did show, Cs^tiun Cuffe." 

" And three black balk together, for ' she beats due soutli 
from Capri.' What do you say to tkat ?" 

" All right, sir. Three black balk together, for ' she bears 
due south irom Capri.' I didn't tell the distance. Captain 
Cuffe, because Mr, Winchester gave me no signals for that" 

"And these signals you kept showing every half-hour, as. 
Itaig as it was light ; even until the Proserpine was off." 

" All according to orders, Captm Cuffe, as Mr. Winchester 
will tell you.- I was lo repeat every half-hour, as long as the 
lugger was in sight, and the day lasted." 

" Aye, sir ; but you were not ordered to send us after a jack- 
o'-lantern, or to mistake some xebec or other, ftom one of the 
Greek islands, for a light, handy French lugger," 

"Nor did I, CaptMu Cuffe, begging your pardon, sir. I 
signalled the Few-Folly, and nothing else, I give you my word 
for it." 

Cuffe looked hard at tie masterVmate for half a minute, and 
his ire insensibly lessened as he gazed, 

" You are too old a seaman, Clinch, not to know what you 
were about ! If yon saw the privateer, be good enough to 1«11 
us what has become of her." 

" That is more than I can say, Captain Cuffe, though see her 
I did; and that so plainly, as to be able to make out her 
ji^er, even. You know, sir, we shot away her jigger-mast in 
ihe chase off Elba, and she got a new one, that stoves for'rard 
uncommonly. I noticed tkat when we fell in with her in the 
canal of Piombiuo ; and seeing it again, could not but know it 
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But there's no mistaking the saucy Folly, for them that has 
once seen her ; and I am certain we made her out, about four 
leagues to the southward of the cape, at the IJme I fii^st sig- 
nalled." 

" Four leagues I-— I had thought she must be at least eight 
or ten, and kept off that distance, to get her in the net. Why- 
did you not let us know her distance ?" 

" Had no signals for that, Captain Cuffe." 

" Well, then, why not send a boat to tell us the fact 3" 

" Had no orders, sir. Was told by Mr, Winchester just ia 
signal the lugger and her bearings ; and this, you must own, 
Captain Cuffe, we did plain enough. Besides, sir--" 

"Well; besides lekat?''' demanded the captain, observing 
that the master's-mate hesitated. 

" Why, sir, how was I to know that any one in the ship 
would think a lugger could be seen eight or ten leagues f 
That's a long bit of water, sir; and it would take a heavy 
ship's spars to rise high enough for such a sight." 

" The land you were on. Clinch, was much loftier than any 

"Quite true, sir; but not lofty enough for that, .Captain 
Cuffe. That I saw the Folly, Tm as certain as I am of being 
in this cabin." 

" What has become of her, then ? You perceive she is not in 
the bay now." 

"I suppose, Captain Cuffe, that she stood in until near 
enough for her purpose, and that she must have hauled off the 
land after the night set in. There was plenty of room for her 
to pass out f« sea again, between the two frigates, and not be 
seen in the dark." 

This conjecture was so plausible, as to satisfy Cuffe ; yet it 
was not the ^ct Clinch had made le Feu-Follet, from his 
elevated post, to the southward, as his signal had said ; and he 
was right in all his statements about her, until darkness con- 
cealed her movements. Instead of passing out of the bay, as 
he imagined, however, she had liauled up within a quarter of a 
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leagTie of Campanella, douHed tliat point, brushed along the 
coast to the Eorthward of it, feJrly within the Bay of Naples, 
and pushed out to sea between Capri and Ischia, going directly 
athwart the anchorage the men-of-war had ao recently quitted, 
in order to do so. 

When Eaoul quitted his vessel, he ordered her to stand, 
dkectly off the land, just keeping Ischia and Capri in view, 
lying-to under her jigger. As this was low sail, and a lugger 
shows so little aloft, it was a common expedient of cruisers of 
that rig, when they wished to escape observation. Monsieur 
Pintard, Raoul's first-heutenant, had expected a signal from his 
commander, at the very spot where Clinch had taken his star 
tion ; but seeing none, he had swept along the coast ^ter dait, 
in the hope of discovering his position by the burning of a blue 
hght. Failing of this, however, he went off the land again, in 
time to get an ofBng before the return of day, and to save the 
wind. It was the boldness of the man<euvre that saved the 
lugger ; Lyon going out through the pass between Capri and 
Campanella, about twenty minutes before Pintard brushed cl<^ 
round the rocks, under his jigger and jib only, anxiously looking 
out for a signal from his captMn. The Frenchmen saw the 
sioop-of-war quite pl^nly, and by the M of their night^lassea 
ascertmned her character ; mistaking her, however, for another 
ship, bound to Sidly or Malta— while their own vessel escaped 
obser\'atioc, owing to the Httle sail she carried, the want of 
liamper, and her situation so near the land, which gave her a 
back-ground of rocks. Clinch had not seen the movements of 
the lugger after dark, in consequence of his retiring to the vil- 
lage of St. Agata, to seek lodgings, as soon as he perceived that 
his own ship had gone to sea, and left him and his boat's crew 
behind. The following morning, when he made the ship to the 
southward, he pushed off; and pulled towards his proper vessel, 
as related. 

"Where did you pass the night, Clinch?" demanded the 
captain, after they had discussed the probability of the Inzer's 
escape. " Not on the heights, under the canopy of heaven V 
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"On the heiglitB, and under the great canopy that has 
covered as both so often, Captain Cuffs; hat with a good 
Feapohtan mud-roof between it and my head. As soon as it 
was dark, and I saw that the ship was oS, I found a village, 
named St. Agata, that stands on the heights, just abeam of 
those I'ocks they call the Su-ens, and there we were well berthed 
imtdl morning." 

" You are lucky in bringing back all the boat's crew, Clinch. 
You know it's low water with ua as to men, just now ; and our 
fellows are not all to be ti'usted ashore, in a country that is full 
of stone walls, good wine, and pretty girls." 

" I always take a set of regular steady-ones with me. Captain 
Cu& ; 1 haven't lost a man from a boat these five years." 

" You must have some secret, then, worth knowing ; for even 
the admirals sometimes lose their barge-men. I dare say, now, 
yours are all married chaps, that hold on to their wives as so 
many sheet anchors ; they say that is often a good espedient." 
" Not at all, sir. I did try that, till I found that half the fel- 
lows would run to get rid of their wives. The Portsmouth and 
Plymouth marriages don't always bring large estates with them, 
sit, and the bridegrooms like to cut adiift at the end of the 
honeymoon. Don't you remember when we were in the Blen- 
hehn together, su-, we lost eleven of the launch's crew at 
one tame ; and nine of them turned out to be vagabonds, sir, 
that deserted theu weeping wives and suiFering iamihes at 
home !" 

" Now you mention it, I do remember something of the 
sort ; draw a ehiur, Chnch, and take a glass of grog. Tim, put 
a bottle of Jam^ca before Mr, Chnch. I have heard it said that 
you are married yourself my gallant master's mate?" 

" Lord, Capt^n Cuffe, that's one of the young gentlemen's 
storitw ! If a body believed all they say, the Christian reli^on 
would soon get athwart-hawse, and mankind be all adrift in their 
moraU," answered Chnch, smacking his hps, after a very grate- 
ful draught. " We've a regular set of high-Hyeis aboard this 
ship, at this blessed minute, Capfdn Cuffe, sir, and Mr. Win- 
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cheater has his hands full of them. I often wonder at his 
patience, sir," 

"We were young once ourselves, Clinch, and ought to 
be indulgent to the follies of youth. But what sort of a bertJi 
did you find last night upon the rocks yonder !" 

" Why, air, as good as one can expect out of Old England. 
I fell in with an elderly woman calling herself Giuntotardi — 
which is regular built Italian, isn't it, sir ?" 

" That it is — ^but, you speak the language, I believe, Clinch !" 

"Why, sir, I've been drifting about the world so long, that I 
speak a little of everything, finding it convenient when I stand 
in need of victuals and drink. The old lady on the hill and I 
overhauled a famous yam between us, sir. It seems she has 
a niece and a brother at Naples, who ought to have been back 
night before last ; and she was in lota of tribulation about them, 
wanting to know if our ship had seen anything of the rovers !" 

"By George, Clinch, you were on the soundings there, had 
you but known it ! Our prisoner has been in that part of the 
world, and we might get some clue to his manoauvres, by ques- 
tioning the old woman closely. I hope you parted good 
friends 3" 

" The best in the world. Captain Cuffe. No one that feeds 
and lodges me well, need dread me as an enemy !" 

" 111 warrant it ! That's the reason you are so loya!, 
Chnchr 

The hard, red face of the master's mate worked a little, and, 
though he could not well look all sorts of colors, he looked 
all ways but in his captain's eye. It was now ten years since 
he ought ta have been a lieutenant, having once actually out- 
ranked Cuffe, in the way of date of service at least ; and his 
conscience told him two things quite distinctly ; first, the fact of 
his long and weary probation ; second, that it was, in a great 
d^;ree, his own fault 

" I love His Majesty, sir," Clinch observed, after giving a 
gulp, " and I never hty anything that goes hai'd with myself to 
his account. Still, memory will be memory ; and spite of all I 
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can do, air, I sometimes remember wliat I miffht have been, as 
well as what I am. If his Majesty does feed me, it is with the 
spoon of a master'a-mate ; and if he does lodge me, it ia in the 
cockpit" 

" I have been your shipmate often, and for years at a time," 
answered Cufie, good-naturedly, though a httle in the manner 
of a superior ; " and no one knowa youi' history better. It is not 
your fiiends who have failed you at need, so much as a certain 
enemy, with whom you will insist on associating, though ha 
harms them most who love him beat." 

" Aye, aye, air— that can't be denied. Captain Cuffe ; yet it's 
a hard life that passes altogether without liope." 

This was uttered with an expression of melancholy that said 
move for Clinch's character than Cuffe had witnessed in the man 
for years, and it rerived many early impressions in his favor, 
ijlinch and he had once been messmates, even ; and though 
years of a decided dispaiity in rank had since interposed their 
Sarrier of etiquette and feeling, Cuffe never could entirely forget 
the circumstance. 

" It is hard, indeed, to Uve as you say, without hope," returned 
the captain; "but hope ou^/Ai to be the last tiling to die. You 
should make one more rally, Clinch, before you throw up 
in despair," 

" It is not so much for myself, Captsun Cuffe, that I mind it, 
as for some that hve ashore. My father was as reputable a 
tradesman as there was in Plymouth, and when he got mo 
on the quarl«r-deck he thought ho was about to make a gentle- 
man of me, instead of leaving me to pass a life in a situation 
that may be said to be even beneath what his own was." 

" Now you undervalue your station. Clinch. The bertli of a 
mastarVmate in one of His Majesty's finest fcigates, ia something 
to be proud off; I was once a mastec's-mate — nay, Nelson has 
doubtless filled the same station. For that matter, one of His 
Majesty's own sons may have gone through the rank." 

" Aye, gone tkrouffh it, as you say, sir," returned Clinch, 
with a liusky voice. "It does well enough for them that 
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go through it, but it's death to them that stick. It's a feather 
in a midshipman's cap to be rated a mate ; but it's no honor to 
be a mate at my time of life, Captwn Cufie." 

" What's your age, Chnch ? — You are not much my 
senior ?" 

" Your senior, sir ! — The difference in our years is not as great 
as in our ranlf, certainly, though I never shall see thirty-two 
again. But it's not so much that, after all, as the thoughts of 
my poor mother who set her heart on seeing me with B3s 
Majesty's commission in my pocket; and of another who set 
her heart on one that Tni afraid was never worthy her afieo- 

" This is new to me, Clinch," returned the captain, with 
interest. " One so seldom thinks of a master's-niate marrying, 
that the idea of your bemg in that way has never crossed 
my mind, except in the manner of a joke." 

" Master's-mates have married, Captain Cuffe, and they hava 
ended in being very miserable. But Jane, as well as myself, has 
made np her mind to Hve single, unless we can see brighter 
prospects before us than what my present hopes afford." 

" la it quite right. Jack, to keep a poor young woman towing 
along in this uncertainty, during the period of life when her 
chances for making a good connexion are the beat!" 

Clinch stared at his commander until his eyes filled with 
toars. The glass had not touched his hps since the conversa- 
tion took its present direction ; and the usual hard settled cha- 
racter of his face was becoming expressive once more, with 
human emotions. 

" It's not my fault, Captain Cuffe," he answered, in a low 
voice ; " it's now quite sis years since 1 insisted on her giving 
me up ; but she wouldn't hear of the thing. A very respecta- 
ble attorney wished to have her, and I even prayed her to 
accept his offer ; and the only unkind glance I ever got from 
her eye, was when she heard me make a request that she told 
me sounded impiously almost to her ears. She wonld be 
a sailor's wife or die a maid." 
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" The girl has unfortunately got some romantac notions con- 
cerning the profession, Clinch, and fhey are ever the hardest to 
be convinced of what is for their own good." 

" Jane Weston ! — ^Not she, sir. — There is not aa much romance 
about her as in the fly-leaves of a prayer-book. She is all heart, 
poor Jane ; and how I came to get such a hold of it, Capt^n 
Cuffe, is a great mystery to myself I certainly do not deserve 
half her affection, and I now begin to despair of ever being able 
to repay her for it" 

Clinch was still a handsome nian, though exposiu'e and his 
habits had made some inroads on a countpnana' that by nature 
was frank, open, and prepossessing It now expressed the 
Miguish tliat occasionally came over his heart, as the helplessness 
of his situation presented itself fully t« his mmd, Cuffa's feel- 
ings were touched, for lie remembered the time when they were 
messmates, with a future before them that promised no more to 
the one than to the other, the difference in the chances which 
birth afforded the captain, alone excepted. Clinch was a prime 
seaman, and aa brave as a hon, too ; qualities that secured 
to him a degree of respect that his occasional self-forgetfulne^ 
had never entarely forfeited. Some persons thought him the 
most skilful mariner the Pi'osei-pine contained ; and, perhaps, 
this was true, if the professional skill were confined strictly 
to the hani^ng of a ship, or to taking care of her. on critical 
occapions. All these circumsbmces induced Cuffe to enter more 
closely into the master'a-mate's present distress than he might 
otherwise have done. Instead of shoving the bottle to him, 
however, as if conscious how much disappointed hope had 
already driven the other to its indiscreet use, he pushed it gently 
aaide, and taring his old messmate's hand with a momentary 
fittget&ilness of the difference in rank, he said in a tone of kind- 
ness and confidence that had long been strangers to Chneh's 

" Jack, my honest feUow, there is good stuff in you yet, if 
you will only give it fair play. Make a manly rally, respect 
yourself for a few months, and something will turn up that 
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will yet give you your Jane, and gladden your old mother'a 

There are periods in the lives of men, when a few kind words, 
backed by a friendly act or two, might save thonsands of human 
b«ings from destruction. Such was fie ciTsis in the fete of 
Chnch. He had almost given up hope, though it did occasion- 
ally revive m him, whenever he got a cheering letter fi-om the 
constant Jane, who pertinaciously refused to believe anything to 
his prejudice, and religiously abstained from all reproaches. 
But it is necessary to understand the influence of rank on 
board a man-of-war, fully to comprehend the effect which was 
now produced on the master's-mate, by the captain's language 
and manner. Tears streamed out of the eyes of Clinch, and 
he grasped the hand of his commander, ahnost convulsively. 

" What can I do, sir f— Captdn Cufie, what can I do V he 
exciauned. " My duty is never neglect*?d ; but there are 
moments of despair, when I find the burden too hard to be 
borne, without calhng upon the bottle for support." 

"Whenever a man drinks with such a motive, Clinch, I 
would advise him to atetain alt^^gether. He cannot trust him- 
self; and that which he terms his friend is, in truth, his direst 
enemy. Refuse your rations, even ; determine to be ftee. One 
week, nay, one day, may ^ve a strength that will enable you 
to conquer, by leaving your reason unimpaired. Absence from 
the ship has accidentally befriended you— for the httie you have 
taken here, has not been sufficient to do any harm. We are 
now engaged on a most interesting duty, and I will throw ser- 
vice into your way, that may be ot importance to you. Get 
your name once fairly in a despatch, and your commission is 
Bafe. Nelson loves to prefer old tars ; and nothing would make 
him happier than to he able to serve you. Put it in my power 
to ask it of him, and I'll answer for the result. Something may 
yet come out of your visit to the cottage of this woman, and do 
you be mindful to keep youraelf m fortune's way." 

"God bless you. Captain Cuffe — Clod biras you, sir," an- 
swered Clinch, nearly choked ; " I'li endeavor to do as you wish." 
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" Eemember Jane and your mother. Witih snch a woman 
dependent for her happiness on hia existence, a man must be a 
brute not to stmgglo hard." 

Clinct groaned — for Cuffe probed Jbia wound deep ; though 
it was done with an honest desire to cure. After wiping the 
perspiration from his face, and writhing on his chair, however, 
he recovered a little of his self-command, and became compara- 
tively composed. 

" If a friend could only point out tlic way by which I might 
recover some of the lost ground," bo said, "my gratitude to 
bun would last as long as life, Captain Cuffe." 

" Here is an opening then. Clinch. Nelsou attaches as much 
importance to our catching this lugger as he ever did to falling 
in with a fleet. The officer who is serviceable on this occasion 
may be sure of being remembered, and I will give you every 
chance in my power. Go, dress yourself in youi' best ; make 
yourself look as you know you can ; then be ready for boat 
service. I have some duty for you now, which will be but the 
beginning of good luck, if you only remain true to your mother, 
to Jane, and t« youreelf." 

A new life was infused into Clinoh. For years he had been 
overlooked— apparently forgotten, except when thoTOUgh sea- 
manship was required ; and even his experiment of getting 
transferred to a vessel commanded by an old messmate had 
seemingly failed. Here was a change, however, and a ray, 
blighter than common, shone athwart the darkness of his future. 
Even Cuffe was struck with the cheerfulness of his countenance, 
and the alacrity of the master's-mate's movements, and he 
reproached himself with having so long been indifferent to the 
best interests of one who certainly had some claims on his 
friendship. Sfjll, tSiere was nothing imusual in the present rela- 
tions between these old messmates. Favored by femily and 
inenda, Cuffe had never been permitted to fall into despondency, 
and had pursued his career successfully and with spirit ; while 
the other, unsupported, and foiling of any immediate oppor- 
tunity for getting sdiead, had fallen into evil ways, and come to 
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be, by slow degrees, the man he was. Such instances as ihe 
latter are of not unfrequent occurrence even in a marine in 
which promotion is as regular as our own, though it is rare 
indeed that a man reeovem his lost ground, when placed in cir- 
cumstances so trying. 

In half an hour Clinch was ready, dressed ia his b^t The 
gentlemen of the quarter-deck saw all these preparations with 
surprise ; for, of late, the master's-mate had seldom been seen 
in that part of the ship a^all. But, in a man-of-war, disciphne 
ia a matter of faith, an J" no one presumed to ask questions. 
Clinch was closeted with the Captain for a few minutes, received 
his orders, and went over the ship's side with a cheerful coun- 
tenance, actually entering the Captain's gig, the fastest rowing 
boat of the ship. As soon as seated, he shoved off, and held 
his way towai'ds the point of Campanella, then distant about 
three leagues. No one knew whither he was bound, though all 
believed it was on duty that related to tlie lugger, and duty 
that required a seaman's judgment. As for Cuffe, his manner, 
which had begun to be uneasy* and wandering, became more 
composed when he saw his old messmate fairly off, and that, 
too, at a rate which would carry him even to Naples in the 
course of a few hours, should his voyage happen to be so long. 
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It was now certain tliat le yeu-Follet was not in tbe Bay of 
Salemo. By means of the lofty spars of the ship, and the md 
of glasses, the whole coast had been effectually sui'veyed, and 
no signs of such a craft were visible. Even Lyon had^iven 
it up, had wore round, and was standing along the land again, 
towards Campanella, a disappointed man. As Cuffe expected 
the next wind from the westward, he continued on to the north- 
ward, however, intending to go off Amalfi and question any 
fisherman he might fall in with. Leaving the ship slowly pur- 
suing her course in that direction, then, we will turn our atten- 
tion to tKe state of the prisoners, 

Ghita and her uncle had been properly cared for all this time. 
The gunner's wife hved on hoard, and, being a respectable 
woman, Cuffe had the delicacy to send tte poor girl forward to 
the state-room and -mess of this woman. Her uncle was pro- 
vided for near by, and, as neither was considered in any degree 
criminal, it was the intention to put them ashore as soon as it 
was certain that no inf jrmation concejTiing the lugger was to be 
obtained from them Ithuel was at duty again, having passed 
half the morning in the foie top The shore-boat, which was 
in the way on d^ck, was now struck into the water, and was 
towing astern, in waiting for the moment when Carlo Giunto- 
tardi and his niece wpre to be put in possession of it agMn, and 
permitted to depart Thia mjmrnt was delayed, however, until 
the ship should again double Campanella, and be once more in 
the Bay of Naples, as it would have been cruel to send two such 



ty Google 



persons as the uncle and niece adcift at any materia! itotance 
tiom their proper place of landing. 

It was very different with Eaoul Yvard, however, "He was 
under the chai^ of a sentry on the berth-deck, in waiting fijr 
the fearful moment when he should be bronght forth for 
execution. His sentence was generally linown in the ship, and 
with a few he was an object of interest ; though punishment, 
deaths in battle, and all the other casualties of nautical life, 
were much too fiimiliar in such a war to awaken anything like 
a sensation in an active cruising frigate. Still, some had a 
thought for the prisoner's situation. Winchester was a humane 
man, and, to his credit, he bore no malice for his own defeat 
and sufferings ; while in his capacity of first-lieutenant, it was 
in his power to do much towards adding to the comfort of the 
condemned. He had placed the piisoner between two open 
porta, where the mr circulated freely, no trifiing consideration 
in so warm a climate, and had ordered a canvas buik-head to be 
placed around him, giving Eaoul the benefit of a state-room for 
his meditations at so awful a moment. His irons, too, had 
been removed as useless ; though care had be«n had to talte 
away from the prisoner everything by which ho might attempt 
his own life. The probability of his jumping through a port 
had been discussed between the first and second heutenanfs ; 
but the sentry was admonished to be on his guard gainst any 
such attempt, and httle apprehension was felt, Eaoul bdng so 
composed and so unlitely to do anything precipitately. Then 
it would be easy to pick him up, while the vessel moved so 
slowly. To own the truth, too, many would prefer his drowning 
himself, to seeing him swinn^ng at a yard-arm. 

In this narrow prison, then, Raoul passed the night and morn- 
ing. It would be representing him as more stoical than the 
truth, if we said he was unmoved. So far from this, his moments 
were bitter, and his anguish would have been extreme, were it 
not for a high resolution which prompted him to die, as h« 
fiuicied it, like mm Fran^tais. The mmierous executions by the 
guillotine had brought fortitude under such circumstanees into 
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a sort of feshion, and there were few who did not meet deati 
with decorum. Witt our prisoner, however, it was still different; 
for, sustained hy a dauntless spirit, he would have faced the 
great tjrant of the race, even in his most ruthless mood, with 
firmness, if not with disdain. But, to a young man and a lover, 
the last great change could not well approach without biin^ng 
with it a feehng of hopelessness, that, in the case of Raoul, was 
unrelieved hy any cheering expectations of the future. He fully 
heheved his doom to be sealed, and that, less on account of his 
ima^nary offence as a spy, than on account of the known and 
extensive injuries he had done to the English commerce. Raoul 
was a good hater ; and, according to the fashion of past times, 
which we apprehend, in spite of avast deal of equivocal philan- 
thropy that now circulates fl'eely from mouth to mouth, and 
from pen to pen, will conthiue to be the fashion of times to 
come, he heartily disliked the people ivith whom he was at war, 
and consequently, was ready to believe anything to their preju- 
dice that political rivalry might invent ; a frame of min<J that 
led him to think his life would be viewed as a trifle, when put 
in the scales against English ascendency or English profit He 
was accustomed to think of the people of Great Britain as a 
" nation of shopkeepers," and, while engaged himself in a calling 
that bears the brand of rapacity on its very brow, he looked 
upon his own pursuit as comparatively martial and honorable ; 
qualities, in sooth, it was far fi^>m being without, as he himself 
had esercised ife functions. In a word, Raoul understood Cuife, 
as little as Cuffe understood him ; fecta that will sutficiently 
appear in the inten-iew which it has now become our office to 
relate. 

The prisoner received one or two friendly visits in the course 
of the morning ; Griffin, in particular, conceiving it to be his 
duty to try to cheer the condemned man, on account of his own 
knowledge of foreign tongues. On these occasions the conver- 
sation was prevented from faUing into anything like the sombre, 
by the firmness of the prisoner's manner. With a riew to do 
the thing handsomely, Winchester had caused the canvas bulk- 
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head to include the i^uns on each side, which of course gave 
more air and light mtbin the nan-ow apartment, as it brought 
both ports info the little room. Raoul adverted to this circum- 
stance, as, seated on one stool, he invited GrifEn, in the last of 
his visits, to take another. 

" You find me here, supported by a piece of eighteen on each 
side," observed the priaonet, smiling, " as becomes a seaman who 
is about lo die. Were my death to come from the mouths of 
your cannon, Monsieur Lieutenant, it would only meet me a 
few months, or perhaps a few days sooner than it might happen 
by the same mode in the ordinary course of events." 

" We know how to feel for a brave man in yonr situation," 
answered Griffin, with emotion ; " and nothing would make «a ail 
happier than to have it as you say ; you in a good warm fnga(«, 
on our broadside, and we in this of our own, contending fairly 
for the honor of our respective countries." 

" Monsieur, the fortune of war has ordered it otherwise— but, 
you are not seated, Monsieur Lieutenant." 

"M<m pardon — Captain Cuffe has sent me to request you 
will favor him with your company, in his cabin, as soon as it 
may be agreeable to yourself. Monsieur Yvard," 

There is something in the polished expressions of the French 
language, that would have rendered it difficult for Griffia to 
have been other than delicate in bis communications with the 
prisoner, had he been so disposed ; but such was not his incli- 
nation ; for, now that their galknt adversary w^ at their mercy, 
all the brave men in the Proserpine felt a disposition to deal 
tenderly with him. Raoul was touched with these indications 
of generosity, and, as he had witnessed Griffin's spirit in the 
different attempts made on his lugger, it Indined him to think 
better of his foes. Rising, he professed his readiness to attend 
the captain at that veiy moment. 

Cuffe was waiting in the after-cabin. When Giiffin and the 

prisoner enteretl, ho courteously requested both to be seated, the 

former being invited to remmn, not only as a witness of what 

might occur, but to act as interpreter in case of need. A short 

15* 
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pause succeeded, aod then the capUun opened the dialc^e, 
which was carried on in Eiighsh, with occasional assistance from 
Griffin, whenever it became necessary. 

" I greatly regret, Monsieur Yvard, to see a brave man in 
your situation," commenced CufTe, who, sooth to say, apart from 
tie particular object he had in view, uttered no more than the 
truth. " We have done full justice to your spirit and judgment, 
while we have tried the hardest to get you into our power. But 
the laivs of war are severe, necessarily, and we Enghsh have a 
commander-in-ciiief who is not disposed to trifle in matters of 

This was sdd, partly in policy, and partly from a habit of 
standing in awe of fhe character of Nelson. Raonl received it, 
however, in the most favorable light ; though the politic portion 
of the motive was altogether thrown away, as will be seen in the 
sequel. 

"Monsieur, un Franeaia knows how to die in the cause of 
hberty and his country," answered Raoul, courteonsly, yet with 

" I do not doubt it. Monsieur ; still, I see no neoeasity of 
pushing things to that extremity. England is as liberal of her 
rewards as she is powerful to resent injuries. Perhaps some 
plan may be adopted which will avert the necessity of sacrificing 
the life of a brave man in so cruel a mode." 

" I shall not affect to plav the hero, Monsieur le Capitaine. 
If any proper mode of rel evmg me in my j recent crisis, can 
be discovered, my gratitude will be in proportion to the servica 
rendered." 

"This is talkng lensibly and t) the purpose I make no 
doubt, when we come to a nght understanding everything will 
be amicably arranged between u* Cnihn do me the favor to 
help yourself to a glias of wmt, and water which you will find 
refreshing, this warm day Monsieur \ i ard will join us ; the 
wine coming from Capn and being far from bad though some 
do prefer the Laohrymse Chnsti thit gr ws about the foot of 
Vesuvius, I behe\e 
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OrifBn did aa desired, though his own countenance was far 
trom expressing all the satisfaction that was obvioiis in the face 
of Cuffe. Raoul decUned the o^ ; waiting for the forthcoming 
explanation with an interest he did not affect to conceal CvSq 
seemed disappointed and reluctant to proceed ; hut, finding his 
two companions silent, he was obliged to make his proposal. 

" Oui, Monsieur," he added, " England is powerful to resent, 
but ready to forgive. You are very fortunate in having it in 
your power, at so serious a moment, to secure her pardon for an 
offence that is always visited in war with a punishment graver 
than any other," 

" In what way can this be done, Monsieur Ic Capitjone 5 I 
am not one who despises hfe ; more especialiy when it is in 
danger of being lost by a disgraceful death." 

"I am rejoiced, Mondenr Yvard, to find you in this frame of 
mind ; it will relieve me from the dischai^ of a most painful 
duty, and be the means of smoothing over many difficulties. 
"Without doubt, you have heard of the character of our celebrated 
admiral Nelson ?" 

" His name is known to every seaman. Monsieur," answered 
Raoul, stiffly ; his natural antipathies being far from cured by 
the extremity of his situation. " He has written it on the waters 
of the Nile, in letters of blood !" 

" Aye, his deeds, there, or elsewhere, will not soon be forgotten. 
He is a man of an iron will ; when his heart is set on a thing, 
he sticks at no risk to obtmn it, especially if the means be lawful, 
and the end is glory. To be frank. Monsieur, he wishes much 
for your lugger, the le Few-Folly." 

" Ah !" exclaimed Raoul, smiUng ironically — " Nelson is not 
the only English admiral who has had the same desire. Le 
Feu-Follet, Monsieur le Capitaine, is so charming, that she faas 
many admirers !" 

" Among whom Nelson is one of the warmest Now, this 
makes yoiw case so much the easier to be disposed o£ Yon 
have nothing to do but put the lugger into our hands, when yon 
will be pardoned, and be treated as a prisoner of war." 
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" Does Monsieur Nelson authorize you to make thia proposal 
to me ?" asked Raoul gravely. 

" He does. Intrusted witb the care of his country's interests 
he 13 willing to overlook the offenee agdnst her, under the law 
of nations, lo deprive the enemy of doing so much, harm. 
Put the lugger info our hands, and you shall be sent to an ordi- 
nary prison ship. Nay, merely let us into the secret of hec 
position, and we will see to her capture," 

" Monsieur Nelson doubtless does no more than his duty," 
answered Raoul, quietly, but with an air of severe self-respect. 
" It is his business to have a care for English commerce, and he 
has every right to make this bargain. But the treaty will not 
be conducted on equal teiins; while he is doing no more than 
his duty, I Lave no powera," 

" How ? — You have the power of speech ; that will suffice (o 
let us into the secret of the orders you have given tlie lugger, 
and where she is probably to be found at this moment," 

" Non, Monsieur ; I have not even Ikat in my power. I can 
do nothing that must cover me with so much infamy. My 
tongue is imder laws that I never made, when treachery is in 
question." 

Had Raoii! assumed a theatncol timt, and minner as might 
have been expected, probably it would h^ie mide veiy httle 
impression on Cuffe ; but his quiet simpUcity and steadiness 
carried conviction with them To say the truth, the captain 
was disappointed. He would ha\e hesitated about making his 
proposition to an officer of the regular Jiench manne, low as 
even these stood, at that day, in the estimation of Nelson's fleet 
in particular ; but from a privateeisman he expected a greedy 
acquiescence in a plan that offered life as a reward, in exchange 
for a treachery like that he proposed. At first he felt disposed 
to taunt Raoul with tlie contradiction between what he, Cuffe, 
conceived to be his general pursuits, and his present assumption 
of pmciples ; but the unpretending calmness of the other's 
manner, and the truth of his feelings, prevented it Then, to 
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do Cuffe himself justice, he was too generous to ahuse the power 
he had over his prisoner. 

" You may do well to think of this, Monsieur Yvard"— 
observed tie captain, after a pause of quite a mimite. " The in- 
terest at stake is bo heavy, that reflection may yet induce you to 
change your mind." 

"Monsieur Cufie, I pardon you, if you can pardon yourself," 
answered Eaoul, witi severe dignity in his maimer, rising as he 
spoke, as if disdaining civilities which came from his tempter, 
"I know what you think of ns corsairs — hut an officw in an 
honorable service shonld hesitate long before he tempts a 
man to do an act Uke this. The fact that the hfe of your 
prisoner is at stake, ought to make a brave seaman still more 
delicate how he tries to work on his terrors or his principles. 
But, I repeat, I for^ye you, Monsieur, if you c^ forgive yourself." 

Cuffe stood confounded. The blood rushed to his heart; 
after which, it appeared as if about to gush through the pores 
of his face. A feeling of fierce resentment almost consumed 
him ; then he became himself again, and began to see things 
as was his wont in cooler moments. Still he could not speak, 
padng the cabin to recover his self-command, 

" Monsieur Yvard," he at length said, " I ask your fof^veness 
sincerely, and from the bottom of my hearL I did not know 
you, or such a proposal would never have insulted you, ot dis- 
graced a British ofScer, in my person. Nebon, too, is the last 
man living, to wound the feelings of an honorable enemy ; but 
we did not know you. AU privateersmen are not of your way 
of thinking, and it was there we fell into our mistake." 

" Touekee4a" said Raoul, frankly extending his hand. 
" Monsieur le Capitaine, you and I ought to meet in two fine 
frigates, each for his country's honor ; let what would be the 
result, it would ky the foundations of an eternal fi-ieudship. I 
have lived long enough in voire Angleterre, to understand how 
little you know notre France ; mais ri'importe. Brave men 
can imderstand one another, all over the world ; for the little 
time which is left me, we shall be friends," 
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Cuffe seized Raoiil's hand, and even a tear escaped hiro, as 
he squeezed it warmly. 

" This has been a d — d miserable business, Griffin," said the 
captain, as soon as he could speak without beti'aying weakness, 
" and one no man will ever find me employed in again, though 
a fleet as large as that up in the Bay yonder were the price." 

"I never thought it would succeed, sir ; and, to say tie truth, 
I nover hoped it would. You'll excuse me, Captain Cuffe, but 
we English don't give the continentals exactly the credit they 
deserve ; and particularly the French, I thought it wouldn't 
do, from the first." 

Cuffe now repeated his apologies ; and after a few expressions 
of friendly esteem on both sides, Raoul returned to his little 
room, declining the captain's offer to occupy one of the cabin 
state-rooms. Griffin was soon back agdu ; then the conversation 
was resumed between the two officers. 

" This is altogether a moat pdnful business. Griffin," observed 
Cuffe. " There is no doubt that Monsieur Yvard is technically 
a spy, and guilty, according to the forms of law ; but I entertain 
not the smallest doubt of the truth of his whole story. This 
Ghita Caraccioli, as the g^rl calls herself is the very picture of 
ttuth ; and was actually in Nelson's cabin the day before yester- 
day, under circumstances that leave no doubt of the simplicity 
and truth of her character, while every pml, of the tale corre- 
sponds with the other. Even the veechy, and this pursy old 
podesti, confirm the account ; for they have seen Ghita in Por- 
to Ferrajo, and begin to think the Frenchman came in there 
solely on her account" 

" I make no doubt, Captain Cuffe, that Lord Nelson will g^ve 
a respite, or even a pardon, were the facts fwrly laid before 
him," observed Griffin, who felt a generous interest in preserv- 
ing the life of Raoul, the very man he had endeavored to 
destroy by fire only a few weeks before ; but such is the way- 
wardness of man, and such are the mixed feelings generated by 

" This is the most serious part of the aff^r, Griffin. The 

HcBsdty Google 



sentence is approved ; with an order that it shall be carried into 
effect this very day, between the hours of sunrise and sunset ; 
while licre it ia already noon, and we are to the southward of 
Campanella, and so distant from the fiag-ship as to put signals 
out of the question." 

Griffin started ; ail the grave difficulties of the case glancing 
upon his mind in a moment. An order, according to the habits 
of the service, and more especially an order of this serious 
character, was not to be questioned ; yet here was a dilemma in 
which there appeared no means of relief 

" Good God, Captain Cuffe, how unluclty I Cannot an 
espress be sent across by land, so as yet to reach the flag-ship 
in time ?" 

" I have thought of that, Griffin, and Clinch has gone pre- 
cisely on that errand." 

" Clinch! — Pardon me, sir; but such a duty requires a very 
active and soher officer !" 

" Clinch is active enough, and I knovi his besetting weakness 
will have no power over him to-day. I have opened the way 
for a commission to him, and no one in the ^ip can go to 
Naples in a boat sooner than Clinch, if he really try. He will 
make the most of the afternoon's breeze, should there be any, 
and I have arranged a signal with bim, by which he may let ua 
know the result even at tte distance of eight or ten miles." 

" Has Lord Nelson left no discretion in the orders, sir !" 

" None ; unless Eaoul Yvard distinctly consent to give up 
the lugger. In that case, I have a letter, which authorizes me 
to delay the execution, until I can communicata directly with 
the commander-in-chief" 

"How very unlucky it has been, all round! Is there no 
possibility, sir, of making up a case that might render this dis- 
cretion available V 

"That might do among you irrcaponsibles, Mr. Griffin," 
answered Cuffe, a little sharply; "but I would rather hang 
forty Frenchmen than be Brontod by Nelson for neglect of 
duty." 
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Cuffe spoke more strongly than lie inlended, perhaps ; but 
the commander of it ship-of-war does not always stop to weigh 
his words, when he condescends to discuss a point with an 
inferior. The reply put a check upon Griffin's zeal, however, 
though the diseouise did not the less proceed. 

" Well, sir," the Ueutenaiit answered, " I'm sm^ we are all as 
anxious as you can be, to avert this affair from our ship. 
'T was but the other day we were boasting in the gun-room, to 
some of the Lapwing's officers that were on a visit here, that 
file Proserpine nevei- had an esccution or a courtrmartial flog- 
ging on board her, though she had now been under the British 
ensign near four yeara, and had been seven times under fire !" 

" God send, GrifSn, that Clinch find the admiral, and get 
back in time !" 

" How would it do, sir, to send the vice^vematore to try the 
prisoner ; perhaps he might persuade him io seem to consent — 
or some such thing, you know, sir, as might justify a delay. 
They say the Corsicans are the keenest-witted fellows in 
all these seas ; and Elba is so near toCorsica, that one cannot 
feney there is much difierence between their people." 

" Aye, your veechy is a regular witch ! — He made out so 
well in his first interview with Yvard, that no one can doubt his 
ability to overlay him in another !" 

" One never knows, Captain Cuffe, Tlie Italian has more 
resources than most men ; and the Signoi BaiTofaldi is a dis- 
creet, sensible man, when he acts with his eyes open. Le Feu- 
Follet has cheated others besides the vice-govematore and the 
podesttl." 

" Aye, these d d Jaek-o'-Lantems are never to be trusted. 

It would hardly surprise me to see the Folly coming down 
wing-and-wing from under the land, and passing out to sea, with 
a six-knot breeze, while we lay as still as a cathedral, with not 
air enough to turn the smoke of the gal!ey-fire from the perpen- 

" She's not inside of us. Captain Cuffe ; of that we may be 
certain. I have been on the m^n-top-gallant yard, with the 
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best glass in tte ship, and have swept the whole coast, from the 
ruins over against us, here to the eastward, up to the town of 
Salemo ; tiere is nothing to he seen as large as a sparanara." 

" One would think, too, this Monsieur Yvard might give up, 
to save his own life, after all !" 

" We should hardly do it, I hope, Captain Cufle V 

" I l>e!ieve you are right, Griffin ; one feels forced to respect 
tlie privateeraman, ia apita of his trade. WLo knows but some- 
thing might he got out of that Bolt ? He must know as much 
about tie lugger as Yvard himself ?" 

" Quit* true, sir ; I was thinking of proposing something of 
the sort, not a minute since. Now, that's a fellow one may take 
pleasure in riding down, as one would ride down the main tack. 
Shall I have him sent for, Captiiin Cuffe V 

The captain hesitated ; for the previous experiments on 
IStuel's selfishness had failed. Still the preservation of Eaoul's 
life, and the capture of the lugger, were now objects of nearly 
equal interest with Cuffe, and he felt disposed to neglect no 
plausible means of effecting either. A sign of approbation was 
all the lieutenant needed ; and, in a few minutes, Ithuel stood 
agtun in the presence of his captain. 

" Here is an. opportunity for you to fetch up a good deal of 
lee-way, Master Bolt," commenced the oaptmn : " and I am will- 
ing to give you a chance to help yourself. You know where 
you last left the Few-Folly, I suppose !" 

" I don't know hut I mighty sir," answered Ithuel, rolling his 
eyes around him, curious to ascertain what the other would bo 
at " I don't know but I might remember, on a pinch, sir ; 
though, to own the ti'uth, my memory is none of the most des- 
perate best." 

" "Well, then, where was it ? Recollect that the life of your 
late friend, Eaoul Yvard, may depend on your answer." 

" I want to know l^Well, this Europe is a envious part of 
the world, as all must admit that come from Araeriky, What 
has Captain Eule done now, sir, that he stands in such jeopardy !" 

" You know that he is comicted as a spy ; and my ordeis 
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are to hav3 him executed, unless we can get his lugger. Thm, 
indeed, we may possihly show him a little favor ; as w6 do not 
make war so much on individuals as on nations," 

Cuffe would probably have been puzzled to expltun the appli- 
cation of his own sentiment to the case .before him; but, 
presuming on his having to deal with one who was neither 
very philosophical nor logical himself, he was somewhat indif- 
ferent to his own mode of proceeding, so that it effected the 
object. Ithnel, however, was not understood. Love for Eaoul 
or the lugger, or, indeed, for anything else, himself e 
formed no part of his character ; while hatred of I 
got to be incorporated witi, the whole of his moral system ; if 
such a man could be said to have a moral system at all. He 
saw nothing to bo gained by serving Kaoul, in particular ; 
though this he might have done did nofliiBg interfere to pr&- 
vent it ; while he had so strong an aversion to suffering the 
English to get ie Feu-FoUet, as to be willing even to risk his 
own life to prevent it. His care, therefore, was to accomphsh 
his purpose with the least hazard to himself. 

" And, if the lugger can be had, sir, you intend to let Cap- 
tain Rule go ?" he asked, with an air of interest 

" Aye, we may do that ; though it will depend on the admi- 
ral.. Can you tell ns where you left her, and where she probably 

" Captain Eule has said the first already, sir. He told the 
truth about that before the court. But, as to telling where the 
lugger is now, I'll defy any man to do it ! Why, sir, I've 
turned in at eight belb, and left her, say ten or fifteen leagues 
dead to leeward of an island or a light-house, perhaps ; and on 
turning out at eight bells in the morning, found her just as fer 
to windward of the same object. She's as oncalculating a craft 
as I ever put foot aboard of," 

"Indeed !" said Cuffe, ironically ; "I do not wonder that her 
captain's in a scrape." 

" Scrape, sir ! — The Folly is nothing but a scrape, I've tried 
my hand at keeping her reck'nin'." 
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" Yes, sir, I ; Ithuel Bolt, that's my name at hum' or abroad, 
and Tve tried to keep the Folly's reek'nin', with all the advan- 
tage of thermometer,- and lead-lines, and logarithms, and such 
necessaries, you know, Captain Cuffe ; and / never yet could 
place her within a hundred miles of the spot where she waa 
actually seen to be." 

" 1 am not at all surprised to hear this, Bolt ; but what I 
want at present, is to know what you think may be the precise 






without the aid of the thermometer, and 



of logarithms ; I've a notion you would make out better by 
letting such things alone !" 

" Well, who knows but I might, sir ! My idee of the Folly, 
just now, sir, is that she is somewhere off Capri, under short 
canvas, waiting for Captain Eule and I to join her, and keeping 
a sharp look-out after the inimies' cruisers." 

Now, this was not only precisely the position of the Ingger at 
that very moment, but it was what Ithuel actually believed to 
be her position. Still nothing was further ii'om this man's 
intention than to betray his former messmates, He was so vety 
cunning as to- have detected how httle Cuffe was disposed to 
believe him ; and he told the truth as the most certain means 
of averting mischief from the lugger. Nor did his ruse feil of 
its object. His whole manner had so much deceit and low 
cunning about it, that neither Cuffs nor Griffin believed a word 
he said; and aff*r a Bttie more pumping, the fellow was 
dismissed in disgust, with » sharp intimation tliat it would be 
singularly for his interest to look out how he discharged hia 
general duties in the ship. 

" This will never do, Griffin," exclfumed the captain, vexed 
and disappointed. "Should anything occur to Clinch, or 
should the admiral happen to be off with the king, on one of 
his shooting excursions, we shall be in a most serious dilemma. 
Would to God we had not left the anchorage at Capri 1 Thm 
one might communicate with tlie flag with some certainty. I 
shall never forgave myseK, if anything fetal actually take plaoe !" 



ty Google 



366 WINO-AKD-WING. 

" When one does all for the best, Captain Cuffe, his mind 
ought to be at ease, and you conld not possibly foresee what has 
happened. Might not — one wouldn't like either — but— neces- 
sity is a hard master — ■'' 

" Out with it, Griffin — anything is better than suspense." 

" Well, sir, I was just thinking that possibly this young 
Italian g^rl might know something about the lugger, and, as 
she dearly loves the Frenchman, we should get a strong purchase 
on her tongue by means of her heart." 

Cuffe looked intently at his heutenant for half a minute ; 
then he shook his head in disapprobation, 

" No, Griffin, no,'' he said, " to this I never can consent. As 
for this qnibbUng, equivocating Yankee, if Yankee he be, one 
wouldn't feel many scmples of dehcacy ; but to probe the affec- 
tions of a poor, innocent ^1, in this way, would be going too 
far. The heart of a young girl should be sacred, under every 
circumstance," 

Griffin colored, and he bit his lip. No one likes to be outdone, 
in the appearance of generosity, at least ; and bo felt vexed that 
he should have ventured on a proposition that his superior 
treated as unbecoming. 

"Nevertheless, sir, she might think the lugger cheaply sold," 
ho sad, with emphasis, " provided her lover's hfe was what she 
got in ejchango. It would bo a very different thing were we 
to ask her to sell her admirer, instead of a mere privateer." 

"No matter. Griffin. We will not meddle witli the private 
feelings of a young female, that chance has fbrown into our 
hands. As soon as we get near enough in with the land, I 
intend to let the old man take hia boat, and caity his niece 
ashore. That will be getting rid of them, at least, honorably 
and fairly. God knows what is to become of the Frenchman." 

This terminated the conference. Griffin went on deck, where 
duty now called him ; and Cuffe sat down to re-peruse, for ilie 
ninth or t«nth time, the instructions of the admiral. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



..olhlnR on Ihe earth." 



Br this time the day tad materially advanced, and tLere 
were grave grounds for the uneasiness whict Cuffe began so 
seriously to feel. All three of the ships were still in the Bay of 
Salerno, gathering in towards its northern shore, however ; the 
Proserpine, the deepest embayed, the Terpsichore, and the 
Ringdove, having hauled out towards Campanella, as soon as 
satisfied noUiing was to be seen in-shore of tliem. The heights 
which line the coast, from tlie immediate vicinity of the town of 
Salerno, to the headland that ends near Capri, have long been 
celebrated, not only for their beauty and grandeur, but in 
connexion with the lore of the middle ages. As the Proserpine 
had never been in this bay before, or never so near its head, 
her officers found some temporary relief from the very general 
uneasiness that was felt on account of their prisoner, in viewing 
scenery that is remarkable even "in that remarkable section of 
the globe. - The ship had gone up abreast of AmaW, and so 
close in, as to be less than a mile from the shore. The object 
was to communicate with some fishermen, which had been done ; 
the information received going to estabhsh the feet, that no craft 
resembling the lu^er had been in that part of the Bay. The 
vessel's head was now laid to the southward and westward, in 
waiting for the zephyr, which might soon l-e expected. The 
gallant frigate, seen from the impending rocks, looked hke a 
light merchantman, in al! but her symmetry and warlike guise ; 
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nature bdng moulded on so grand a scale all along that coast, 
as to render objects of human art umisually diminutive to the 
eye. On the other hand, the coimtry-houses, churches, hermit- 
ages, convents, and villages, clustered all along the mountain 
sides, presented equally delusive forms, though they gave an 
afflaence fo the views, that left the spectator in a strange douht, 
which most to admire, their wildnees, or their picturesque beauty. 
The Uttle mr tiat remmned, was stJli at the southward, and as 
the ship moved slowly dong this scene of singular attraetion, 
each rarine seemed to give up a town, each shelf of Mck, 
a human habitation, and each natural teiTace, a villa and a 
garden. 

Of all men, sailors get to be the most blazfs in the way of 
the sensations produced by novelties, and fine scenery. It 
appears to be a part of their calling to suppress the emotions 
of a greenhorn ; and, generally, they look upon anything that 
is a httlo out of the ordinary track, with the coolness of those 
who feel it is an admission of inferiority to betray surprise. It 
seldom happens with them, that anything occurs, or anything is 
seen, to which the last cruise, or, if the vessel he engaged in 
trade, the last voyage, did not at least furnish a parallel ; usually 
the past event, or the more distant object, has the advantage. 
He who has a sufficient store of this reserved knowledge and 
ejiperienee, it wiH at once be seen, enjop a great superiority 
over him who has not, and is placed above the necessity of 
avowing a sensation as hunjihating as wonder. On the present 
occasion, however, but few held-out against the novelty of the 
actual situation of the ship ; most on board being willing enough 
to allow that they had never before been beneath dJ^ that had 
such a union of the magnificent, the picturesque, and the soft ; 
though a few continued firm, acting up to the old characters, 
with the consistency of settled obstinaty. 

Strand, the boatswmn, was one of those who, on all such 
occasions, " died hard." He was the last man in the ship who 
ever gave up a prejudice ; and this for three several reasons : 
he was a cockney, and believed himself born in the centre of 
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huinan knowledge ; he was a seaman, and understood the world ; 
he was a boatswain, and stood upon his dignity. 

As the Proserpine fanned slowly along the land, tbis personage 
ttiok a position between the knight-heads, on the bowsprit, where 
hB could overlook the scene, and at the same time hear the 
dialogue of the forecastle ; and both with suitable decorum. 
Strand was as much of a monarch forward, as Cuffe was aft ; 
though the appearance of a lieutenant, or of the master, now 
and then, a httle dimmed the lustre of his reign. Still, Strand 
succumbed completely to only two of the officers — the captain 
and the first lieutenant ; and not always to these, in what he 
conceived to be purely matters of sentiment. In the way of 
duty, he understood himself too well ever to hesitate about 
obeying an order ; but when it came to opinions, he was a man 
who could nmntain his own, even in the presence of Nelson. 

The first captain of the forecastle was an old seaman of the 
name of Catfall. At the precise moment when Strand occupied 
the position named, between the knight-heads, this personage 
was holding a discourse with three or four of the forecastle-men, 
who stood on the heel of the bowsprit, inboard — the etiquette 
of the ship not permitting these worthies to show their heads 
above the nettings. Each of the party had his arms folded ; 
each chewed tobacco ; each had his hair in a queue ; and eacli 
occasionally hitched up his trowsers, in a way to prove that he 
did not require the aid of suspendere in keeping his nether 
garmente in their proper place. It may be nienljoned, indeed, 
that the point of division between tlie jacket and the trowsers 
was marked in each by a bellying line of a clean white shiil, 
that sen'ed to relieve the blue of the dfcss, as a species of raaiine 
facing. As was due to his greater experience and his rank, 
Catfall was the principal speaker among those who hned the 
heel of the bowsprit 

" This here coast is mountainions, as one may own," observed 
the captain of the forecastle ; " but what I say is, that it's not as 
mountomious as some I've seen. Now, when I went round the 
'arth with Captain Cook, we fell in with islai ids that were so 
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topped off with rocks, and the like o' that, that these here affairs 
along side on 'em wouldn't pass for anything more tliaii a sort 
of jury mountains." 

" There you're right, Catfall," said Strand, in a patronizing 
way ; " as anybody knows as has been round the Horn. I 
didn't sail with Captain Cook, seeing that I was then the boat- 
swain of the Hussar, and she couldn't have made one of Cook's 
nquadron, being a poatrship, and commanded by a fuH-built 
captain ; but I was in tliem seas when a yonnker, and can back 
Oatfall's account of the matter by my largest anchor, in tie way 

of history. D e, if I think these hillocks would be called 

even jury mountains, in that quarter of the world. They tell 
mo there's several noblemen's and gentlemen's parks near 
Lnnnun, where they make mountains just to look at ; that roust 
bo much of a muchness with tliese here chaps. I never drift fer 
from Wappin', when Pm at home, and so I can't say Fve seen 
these artifice hills, as they c^ls them, myself; but there's one 
Joseph Shirk, that lives neai' St. Katharine's Lane, that m^es 
trips r^ulatly into the neighborhood, who gives quite a parideu- 
lar account of the matter." 

" I dare to say it's all trne, Mr. Strand," answered the captain 
of the forecastle, " for I've know'd some of them travelling chaps 
who have seen stranger sights than that. No, sir, I calls these 
mountains no great matter; and aa to the houses and villages 
on 'em, where you see one here, you might say you could see 
two on some of the deisert islands—" 

A very mai'vellous account of Cook's Discoveries was suddenly 
checked by the appearance of Cuffe on the forecastle. It was 
not often the captain visited that part of the ship ; but he was 
considered a privileged peison, let him go where he would. At 
his appearance, all the " old salts" quitted the heel of the spar, 
tarpaulins came fairly down to a level with the bag-reeft of the 
shirts, and even Strand stepped into the nettings, leaving the 
place between the knight-heads clear. To this spot Cuffe 
ascended with a light, steady step, for he was but six-and- 
twenty, just touching his hat in return to the boatswan's bow. 
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A boatswain, on board an English ahip-of-war, ia a more 
important personage than he ia apt to be on board an American. 
Neither the captain nor the first lieutenant disdains conversing 
with him, on occasions ; and be ia sometimes seen promenading 
the starboard side of the quarter-deck in deep discourse with 
one or the other of those high funclaonariea. It has been said 
that Cuffe and Strand were old shipmates, the latter having 
actually been boatswain of the ship in which the former first 
ssuled. This circumstance was constantly borne in mind by 
both parties, the captain seldom coming near bis inferior, in 
moments of relaxation, without having something to say to him. 

" Rather a remarkable coast this, Sti'and," he commenced, on 
the present occasion, as soon as fairly placed between the knight- 
heads ; " something one might look for a week, in England, 
without finding it." 

" I b^ your pardon, sir, but I'm not of the same way of 
thinking. I was just telling the forecastle lads, down there, 
that there's many a nobleman and gentleman at home as has 
finer hills than these, made by hand, in his parks and gardens, 
just to look at." 

" The d 1 you have ! — And what did the forecastle lads 

down there say to that ?" 

" What could they, sir ? It just showed the superiority of an 
Enghsbman to an ItaUan, and that ended the matter. Don't 
you remember the Injees, sir V 

" The Indies ! Why, the coast between Bombay and Cal- 
eutte is as fiat as a pancake most of the distance.'' 

" "Sot them Injees, sir, but t'other — the West, I mean. The 
islands and mountains we passed and went into in the Rattler ; 
jour honor wis only a young gentleman then, but was too 
much il ft to mLss the sight f anything — and all a!ong 
Amenc* too 

Ah Strand wis "ipeiking he glanced complacently round, 
as if to mbmate to the hsteners what an old friend of the 
captiin s they enjoj ed in the person ot thtir boatswain. 

" Oh \ the West Indies — your're nearer right there. Strand ; 
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and yet they have nothing to compare to this. Why, here are 
mountains, ahve with habitations, that fwrly eome up to the 

" Well, sir, as lo habitations, what's these to a street in 
Lunnun ? Begm on the starboard hand, for instance, as you 
walk down Cheapside, and count aa you go ; my hfe for it, 
you'll reel off more houses in half an hour's walk than are to be 
found in all that there village yonder. Then you'll remember, 
Mr, that the starboard hand only has half, every Jack having his 
Jenny. I look upon Lunnun as the finest sight in nature, 
Captiun Cuffe, aft«r all I have seen in many cruises 1" 

" I don't know, Mr. Strand. In the way of coast, one may 
very well be satisfied with this. Yonder town, now, is called 
Amalfi ; it was once a place of great commerce, they say." 

" Of commerce, sir ! — why it's nothing but a hit of a \illage, 
or, at mfst, of a borough built in a hollow. No haven, no 
docks, no comfortable place even for setting up the frame of a 
ship on the beach. The commerce of such a town must have 
been mainly carried on by means of mules and jackasses, as one 
reads of in the trade of the Bible." 

" Carried on as it might be, trade it once had. There does 
not seem to be any hiding-place along this shore for a lugger 
Eke the Folly, atier all. Strand." 

The boatawwn smiled, with a knowing look, while, at the 
same time, the expression of his countenance was hke that of a 
man who did not choose to let others into all his secrets. 

"The Folly is a craft we are not Ukely to see agmn, Captain 
Cuffe," he tJien answered, if it were only out of respect to his 
superior. 

" Why so ? The Proserpine generally takes a good look at 
everything she chases." 

"Aye, aye, sit; that maybe true, as a rule, but I never 
knew a craft found after a third look for her. Everything seems 
to go by tlurds, in this world, sir ; and I always look upon a 
third chase as final. Now, sii', there are three classes of 
admhals, and three sets of flags; a ship has three masts; the 
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biggest ships are three deckers; then there are three pla- 
nets — " 

" The d— ! there are 1 How do you make that out, Strand !" 

" Why, sir, there's the sun, moon, and stai'a ; that makes just 
three by my count" 

" Aye, but what do you say to Jupiter, Saturn, Venus, and 
all the rest of them, the earth included ?" 

"Why, sir, they're all the rest of the stars, and not planeto 
at all. Then, sir, look around you, and you'll find everything 
going by threes. There ai'e three tops^, three jibs, and three 



" And two courses," smA the captain, gravely, to whom this 
theory of the thi'ees was new. 

" Quite true, sir, in name, but your honor will recollect the 
spanker is nothing but a fore-and-aft course, rigged to a laast, 
instead of to a jack-yard, as it used to be." 

"There are ndther three captains nor three boatswains to a 
ship. Master Strand." 

"Certainly not, sir; that would he oppressive, and they 
would stand in each other's way; still, Captain Cuffe, the 
thirds hold out wonderfully, even in all these little matters. 
There's the three Heuteainta ; aud there's the boatswain, gunner, 
and carpenter — and—" 

" Sail-makoT, armorer, and captain of the mast," interrupted 
Cutfe, laughing, 

" Well, sir, you may make anything seem doubtful, by 
brining fonvard a plenty of reasons ; but all my experience says, 
a third ehase never comes to anything, unless it turns out success- 
ful ; but that afUr a third chase, all may as well be given iip." 

" I fency Lord Nelson holds a different doctrine. Strand. He 
tells us to follow a Frenchman, round the earth, rather than let 
him escape." 

" No doubt, sir. Follow him round three earths, if you can 
keep him in sight; but not round four. That is all I contend 
for. Captain Cuffe. Even women, they tel! me, take what ia 
called their thirds, in a fellow's fortin'." 
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"Well, well, Strand, I suppose there must be some ttuth in 
your doctrine, or you wouldn't hold out for it bo strenuously; 
and, as for this coast, I must give it up, for I never expect to see 
unother like it ; much less a third." 

" It's my duty to give up to your honor ; but I ask permission 
to think a third chase should always be the last one. That's a 
melancholy sight to a man of feelin', Capbun Cuffe, the object 
between the two midship-guns, on the starboard side of the 
mxdn-deck, air?" 

" Tou mean the prisoner 1 — I wish with all ray heart he was 
not there, Strand. I think I would rather he were in his lugger 
ag»n, to run tlie chances of that fourth chase of which you 
seem to think so lightly." 

"Your hanging ships are not often lucky ships, Captain 
Cuffe. In my judgment, asking your pardon, sir, there ought 
to be a floating jail in every fleet, where all the courts and all 
the executions should be hold." 

" It would be robbing the boatswains of no small part of their 
duty, were the punishmenfB to be sent out of the different ves- 
sels," answered Cuffe, smiling. 

"Aye, aye, sir — the punishments, I grant, your honor; but 
hangmg is an execution, and not a punishment. God forbid 
that, at my time of life, I should be ordered to sail in a ship 
that has no punishment on board ; but I am really getting to 
be too old to look at executions with any sort of pleasure. Duty 
that isn't done with pleasure is but poor duty, at the best, sir." 
" There are many dist^reeable, and some painful duties to be 
performed, Strand ; tiiis of executing a man, let the offence be 
what it may, is among the most painftd." 

"For my part. Captain Cuffe, I do not mind hanging a 
mutineer so very much, for he is a being that the world ought 
not to harbor; but it is a different thing with an enemy and a 
spy. It's our duty to spy aa much as we can for our king and 
country, and one ought never to bear too hard on such as doea 
their duty. "With a fellow that can't obey orders, and who puts 
bis own will above tiie pleasure of his superioia, I have no 
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patience ; but I do not so much underatand why the geatlemen 
of the courts are so liard on sucli as do a little more reconn'itrin' 

" That is because ships ave less exposed to tlie attempts of 
spies than armies, Strand. A soldier hates a spy as much an 
you do a mutineer. The reason is, that he may be surprised 
by an enemy through his means, and but<i!iered in his sleep. 
Nothing ia so unpleasant to a soldier as a surprise ; aad the law 
against spies, though a general law of war, originated with sol- 
diers, rather than with us aailoK, I sliould think." 

" Yes, sir, I dare say your honor is right He's a rum 'un, a 
soldier, at the best ; and this opinion proves it Now, sir, 
Captain CufEe, just suppose a Frenchman of about our own 
metal took it into his head to surji' e the Proserpine, some 
dark night whit w uld come of t after aQ3 Thei'e's the 
guns and it s only to turn thi, hand up, to set 'em at work, 
just the same as if there wasnt i i-jy in the world. And 
should they jreter to come on brard us, and to by their luck 
at close quarters I rither think sir tie surprise would meet 
era face f o fwe No no " i "j es is nothing to us — though 
it mi^ht teadi em manners to keel haul one, once-and-a- 

Cufie now became thoughtful and silent, and eyen Strand did 
not presume to speak, when the captan was in this humor. 
The latter descended to the forecastle, and walked aft, his hands 
behind his back, and his head inclining downwards. Every one 
he met made way for him, as a matter of course. In that 
mood, he moved among the throng of a ship of war, as a man 
tabooed. Even Winchpiter respected his commander's abstrac- 
tion aithDugh he had a serious request to make, which it ia 
tune to explain 

Andrea Banrfilii and Vito Viti remdned on board the 
frigate, inmates cf the cabin, and gradually becoming more 
accustomed t> their novel situation. They did not escape the 
icke" cf a minofwij lut on the whole, they were well 
treated and weir tolerihlj sttisficd; more especially as the 
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hope of capturing le Feu-FoUet began to revive. As a matter 
of course, they were apprised of the condition of Raoul ; and, 
both kind and benevolent men in the main, they were dearoua 
of conversing with the prisoner, and of proving to him that 
they bore no malice. Winchester was spoken to on the sub- 
ject ; but before he granted the permission, he thought it safest 
to consult the Captain in the matter. At length an opportunity 
offered, Cuffe suddenly rousing himself, and giving an order in 
relation to the canvas the ship was imder, 

" Here are the two ItaUan gentlemen, Captain Cuffe," observed 
"Winchester, " desirous of speaking to the prisoner. I did not 
think it right, sii-, to let him have communication with any one, 
without first ascertaining jour pleasure." 

" Poor fellow !— His time is getting very short, unless we 
hear from Chnch ; and there can be no harm in granting him 
every indulgence. I have been thinking of tiis matter, and do 
Bot possibly see how I can escape ordering the execution, unless 
it be countermanded from Nelson himself" 

" CertMnly not, sir. But Mr. Clinch is an active and expe- 
rienced seaman, when he is in earnest ; we may still hope some- 
thing from him. What is to be done with the Italians, sir?" 

" Let them, or any one else that poor Yvard is willing to see, 
go below." 

"Do you mean to include old Giuntotardi and his niece, 
Captain Cuffe ! — and this deserter of our own, Bolt, — he, too, 
has had something to say of a wish to take leave of his lata 
shipmate ?" 

" We might be justified in denying the request of the last, 
Mr. Winchester, but hardly of the others. Still, if Eaoul Yvard 
wishes to see even him, his desire may as well be granted." 

Thus authorized, Winchester no longer hesitated about grant- 
ing the several pennissions. An order was sent to tie sentinel, 
through the corporal of the guard, to allow any one to enter fho 
prisoner's room whom the latter might wish to receive. A ship 
■■Was ftot like a prison on shore, escape being next to impossible, 
more especially irom a vessel at sea. The parties accordingly 



ty Google 



WINO-AND-WING. 387 

received intimation that they might visit the condemned man, 
hhoflld the latter be disposed to receive them. 

By this time, something Uke a general gloom had settled on 
the ship. The actual state of things was known to all on board, 
and few heheved it possible that Clinch could reach the Fou- 
droyant, receive his orders, and be back in time to prevent the 
execution. It wanted now but three hours of sunset, and the 
minutes appeared to fly, instead of dr^ging. The human mind 
is so constituted, tiiat uncertainty increases most of its sensa- 
tions; — the apprehension of death even, very usually exciting 
a livelier emotion than its positive appi'oach. Thus it was with 
the ofEcers and people of the Proserpine : had there been no 
hope of escaping the eseculjon, they would have made up their 
minds to submit to the evil, aa unavoidable ; but the shght 
chance which did actually exist, created a feverish excitement 
that soon extended to all hands ; and this aa completely aa if 
a chase were in sight, and each individual was bent on overtaking 
her. As minute after minute flew by, the feeUng increased, 
until it would not much exceed the bounds of truth to say, that, 
under none of the vicissitudes of war did there ever exist so 
feverish an hour, on board his Britannic Majesty's ship, the 
Proserpine, as the very period of which we are now writing. 
Eyea were constantly turned towards the sun, and several of the 
young gentlemen collected on the forecastle, with no other view 
than to be as neai' as possible to the headland around which 
the boat of Clinch waa expected to make her re-appearance, as 
behind it she had last been seen. 

The zephyr had come at the usual hour, but it was hght, and 
the ship was so close to the mountains as to feel very httle of 
its force. It was different with the two other vessels. Lyon 
had gone about in time to get clear of the highest mountains, 
and his lofty sails took enough of the breeze to carry him out 
to sea, three or four hours before ; while the Terpsichore, under 
Sir Frederick Dashwood, had never got near enough in with the 
land to he becalmed at a!!. Her head had been laid tci.dA 
Bouth-west, at the first appearance of the afternoon wmd ; and 



ty Google 



that frigate was now hull-down to sea-ward — actually mating 
a free wind of it, as she shaped her course up between Ischia 
and Capri. As for the Proserpine, when the hell struck three 
in the first dog-watch, she was just aheam of tlie celebrated little 
islets of the Sirens, the western hrec?* now beginning to die 
away, though, getting more of it, the ship was drawing ahead 
fester than she had been since the turn of the day. 

Three bells in the first dog-watch indicate the hour of half- 
past five. At that season of the year, the sun sets a few minutes 
past six. Of course there remained but Uttle more than half an 
hour, in which to execute the sentence of the law. Cuffe liad 
never quitted the deck, and he actually started, when he heard 
the first sound of the clapper. Winch^ter turned towards him, 
with an inquiring look ; for everything had been previously 
arranged between them ; he received merely a significant g;esture 
in return. This, however, was sufBcient. Certwn orders were 
privately issued. Then there appeared a stir among the fore- 
top-men, and on the forecastle, where a rope was rove at the 
fore-yard-arm, Mid a grating was ri^ed for a platfonn — unerring 
agns of the approadiing execution. 

Accustomed as these hardy mariners were to brave dangers 
of all sorts, and 1« witness human suffering of nearly every 
degree, a feeling of singular humanity had come over the whole 
CTew. Raoul was their enemy, it is true, and he had been 
sincerely detested by all hands, eight-and-forty hours before ; 
but circumstance had entirely changed the ancient animosity 
into a more generous and manly sentiment. In the first place, 
a successful and a triumphant enemy was an object very different 
from a man in their own power, and who lay entirely at their 
mercy. Then, the personal appearance of the young privateers- 
man was unusually attractive, and altogether different from what 
it had been previously represented, and that, too, by an active 
rivalry, that was not altt^tber free from bitterness. But chiefly 
was the generous sentiment awakened by the conviction that the 
maslflr-passion, and none of the usual inducemenls of a spy, had 
brought their enemy into this strait; and though clearly guilty 
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in a technical point of view, that he was influenced hy no pitjfnl 
wages, even alloiving that he blended with the pursuit of his 
love, some of the motives of his ordinary warfare. All these 
considerations, coupled with the reluctance that seamen ever feel 
to having an execution in then: ship, had entirely turned the 
tables; and there, where Itaoul would have found so lately 
between two and three hundred active and formidable enemies, 
he might almost be said now to have as many sympathizing 

No wonder, then, that the preparations of the fore-top-men 
were regarded with nntavorable eyes. The unseen hand of 
authority, nevertheless, held all in restraint. Cuffe himself did 
not dare l« hesitat* any bnger. The nec^saiy ordera were 
^ven, though with deep reluctance, and then the captan went 
below, as if to hide himself from human eyes. 

The ten minutes that succeeded were minutes of intense 
concern. All hands were called, the preparations had been 
completed, and Winchester waited only for the re-appearance 
of Cuffe, to issue the order to have the prisoner placed on the 
grating. A midshipman was sent into the cabin, after which 
the commanding officer came slowly, and with a lingering 
step, upon the quarter-deck. The crew was assembled on the 
forecastie and in the wasts ; the marine guard was under arms ; 
the officers clustered around the capstan ; and a solemn, uneasy 
expectation pervaded the whole ship. The hghfest footfall was 
audible. Andrea and his fiiend stood apart, near the taffi^, 
but no one saw Carlo Giuntotardi or his niece. 

" There is yet some five-and-twenty minutes of snn, I should 
think, Mr. Winchester," observed Cuffe, feverishly glandng his 
eye at the western mai^n of the sea, towards which the orb of 
day was slowly settling, gilding all that side of the vault of 
heaven with the mellow lustre of the hour and latitude. 

"Not more than twenty, I fear, sh-," was the reluctant 

" I should think five might suffico, at the woist ; especially if 
the men make a swift run." This was said in a half whisper, 
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and thick, husky tones, the Captain looking anxiously at tha 
lieutenant the while. 

Winchester slirugged his shoulders, and turned away, 
unwilling to reply. 

Cuffe now had a short consultation with the surgeon, the ohject 
of which was to ascertain the minimum of time a man might live, 
suspended hy the neck at the yard-arm of a frigate. The result 
was not fevorable ; for a sign followed to bring forth the prisoner. 

Eaoul came on deck, in charge of the master-at-arma, and the 
ofBcer who had acted as provost^marshal. He was clad in bis 
clean white lazzatone garb, wearing the red Phrygian cap 
already mentioned. Though hia fees was pale, no man could 
detect any tremor in the well-turned muscles that his loose 
attire exposed to view. He raised hia cap courteously to the 
group of officers, and threw an understanding glance forward, at 
the fearful arrangement on the fore-yard. That he was shocked 
when the grating and rope met his eye, is unquestionable ; but, 
rallying in an uistant,-he smiled, bowed to CufFc, and moved 
towards the scene of his contemplated execution, firmly, but 
without the smallest signs of bravado in hia manner. 

A death-like stillness prevailed, while the subordinates 
adjusted the rope, and placed the condemned man on the 
grating. Then the slack of the rope was drawn in by hand, 
and the men were ordered to lay hold of the instrument of 
death, and to stretch it along the deck. 

" Stand by, my lads, to make a swift nm and a strong jerk, 
at your first pull," said Winchester, in a low voice, as he passed 
down the line. "Rapidity is mercy, at such a moment." 

"Good God!" muttered Cufie, "can tiie man die in this 
manner, without a prayer; without even a glance towards 
heaven, as if asking for mercy ?" 

"He ia an unbeliever, I hear, sir," returned Griffin. "We 
have offered him all the religious consolation we could ; but he 
seems to wish for none." 

"Hail the top-gallant yards once more, Mr. Winchester," 
siud Cuffe, huskily. 
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" Pore-top-gallant yard, there !" 

"Sir!" 

" Any signs of the boat — look well into the bay of Naples — 
we fire opening- Campanella now sufficiently to give you a good 
look up towards the head," 

A pause of a minute succeeded. Then the look-out aloft 
shook his head in the negative, as if unwiUing to speak. 
Winchester glanced at Cuffe, who turned anxiously, mounted a 
gun, and strained his eyes in a gaze to the northward. 

" All ready, air," said the first-heutenant, when another 
minute elapsed. 

Cuffe was in the act of raising his hand, which would have 
been the signal of death, when the dull, heavy report of a 
distant gun came booming down from the direction of the 
town of Naples. 

" Stand fast !" shouted Cuffe, fearful the men might get the 
start of him. "Make your mates take their calls from their 
mouths, sir. Two more guns, Winchester, and I am the 



A second gun did come, just as these words were uttered : 
then followed a breathless pause of half a minute, when a third, 
smothered, but unequivocal report succeeded. 

"It must be a salute, sir," Gritfin uttered, inijuiringly. 

" The interval is too long. Listen ! I hope to God we Lave 
had the last !" 

Every ear in the ship Ustened intently, Cuffe holding hia 
watch in his hand. Two entire minutes passed, and no fourth 
gun was heard. As second after second went by, the espreasion 
of the capt^'s countenance changed, and then he waved his 
hand in triumph. 

"It's as it should be, gentlemen," he sad. "Take the 
prisoner below, Mr. Winchester. TJnreeve the rope, and send 
that d d grating off the gun. Mr. Strand, pipe down." 

Eaoul was immediately led beiow. As he passed through 
the after-hatch, all the officers on the quarter-deck bowed to 
him ; and not a man was there in the ship who did not feel the 
happier for the reprieve. 
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Eaodl Yvard was indebted to a piece of forethought in 
Clittoli fijT bis life. But ior tbe three guns fired so opportunely 
from the Foudroyant, the execution couid not have been stayed ; 
and but for a prudent care on the part of the inast«i''s-mate, the 
guns would never have been fired. The explanation is this : 
when Cuffe was ^ving his subordinate instructions how to 
proceed, the possibility of detention struck the latter, and be 
belhongbt him of some "expedient by which such an evil might 
be remedied. At his suggestion then, the signal of the guns 
was mentioned by the captsdn, in his letter to the commander- 
in-ehie^ and its importance pointed out When Clinch reached 
the fleet, Nelson was at Casiel a Mare, and it became necessary 
to follow him to that place by land. Here CKnch found him in 
the palace of Qui-Si-Sane, in attendance on the court, and 
dehvered his despatches. Notliing gave the British admiral 
greater pleasure than to be able to show mercy, the instance to 
the contrary already intioduced, existing as an exception in his 
piivatfl diaracter and his pubhc career; and it is possible that 
an occurrence so recent, and so opposed to his habits, may have 
induced biin the more willingly now to submit to his ordinary 
impulses, and to grant the respite asked with the greater 
promptitude. 

" Your captain tells me here, sir," observed Nelson, after be 
had read Coffe's letter a second time, " little doubt exists that 
Yvard was in the Bay on a love affair, and that his purposes 
"were not those of a spy, after all ?" 
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"Such is the opinion aboard us, my .ord," answered the 
mastet's-mate. " There are an old man and a very charming 
young woman in hh company, who Captain OutFe says were 
in the cabin of this ship, on a visit to your lordship only a few 

Nelson started, and his face flushed. Then he seized a pen, 
and, with the only hand he had, Bcra1«heii a letter, directing a 
reprieve until further orders. This he signed and handed to 
Clinch, saying, as he did so — 

" Get into your boat, sir, and pull back to the frigate as fast 
as poesihle ; God forbid that any man suffer wrongfully !" 

" I b^ your pardon, my lord — but there is not time, noiv, 
for me to reach the ship before the sun set. I have a signal 
prepared in the boat, it is true ; but the frigate may not come 
round Campanella before the last moment, and then ail these 
pans will be lost. Does not Captain Cuffe spe^ of some guns 
to be fired from the flag-ship, my lord ?" 

" He does, air ; and this may be the safest mode of commu- 
nicating, after all. With, this light westerly Mr, a gun will be 
heard a long distance at sea. Take the pen, and write as I 
dictate, sir." 

Clinch seized the pen, which the admiral, who had lost his 
right arm only a few years before, really felt unable to use, and 
wrote as follows : — 

"Sir — Immediately on the receipt of this, you will fire three 
heavy guns, at intervals of hatf-a-minute, as a signal to the 
Proserpine to suspend an execution. 

"To the Commanding Officer of His Majesty's Ship Fou- 
droyant" 

As soon as the magical words of '■ Nelson and Bronte " were 
affixed to this order, with a date. Clinch rcae to depart. After 
he had made his bows, he stood witk his hand on the lock oi 
the door, as if uncertain whether to prefer a request or not. 

" This is a matter of moment, sir, and no time is to be lost," 
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added Nelson. " I feel great anxiety about it, and wist you to 
desire Captjun Cu£Fe to send you back with a report of all that 
has passed, as soon as convenient." 

"I will report your wishes, my lord," answered Clinch, 
brightening up ; for he only wanted an opportunity to speak 
of his own promotion, and this wa? now offered in perspective. 
'* May I tell the commanding officer of the flag-ship to use the 
lower-dect guns, ray lord f" 

"He wiE do that of ids own accord, after reading thsso 
orders ; heavy guns mean the heaviest. Good afternoon, sir; 
for God's sake, lose no time." 

CKnch obeyed this injunction to the letter. He reached tiie 
Foudroyant some lime before sunset, and immediately placed 
the order in her captain's hands. A few words of explanation 
set everything in motion, and the thi'ee guns were fired on the 
side of the ship towards Capri, most opportunely for our hero. 

The half-hour that succeeded, on board the Proserpine, was 
one of gaiety and merriment. Every person was glad that the 
ship had escaped an execution ; and then it was the hour for 
piping down the hammocks, and for shifting the dog-watches. 
Cuffe recovered all his animation, and conversed cheerfully, 
Laving GiifRn for an interpreter, with his two ItaUan guests. 
These last Lad been prevented from paying their visit to tho 
prisoner, on account of the lattcr's wish to be alone ; but the 
intention was now renewed ; and sending below, to ascertain if 
it would be agreeable, they proceeded together on their friendly 
mission. As the two worthies, who had not altogether got 
their sea-legs, slowly descended the kdder, and tiireaded their 
way among the throng of a ship, the discouree did not flag 
between them. 

"Cospetto!" excltumed the podest^; "Signor Andrea, we 
live in a world of wonders ! A man can hardly say whether he 
is actually alive, or not. To think how near this false Sir Smeea 
was to death, half-an-hour since; and now, doubtless, he is as 
much alive, and as merry as any of us." 

"It would be more useful, fiiend Vito Viti," answered the 
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philosophical Tice-governaiore, " to remember bow near those 
who live are alwaja to death, who has only to open bis gates, 
to cause the strongest and fairest to pass at once into the 
tomb." 

" By San Ste&no, but you have a way with you, vice- 
govematore, that would become a cardinal ! It's a thousand 
pities the church was robbed of such a support ; though I do 
think, Signor Andi-ea, if your mind would dwell leas on another 
state of being, it would be more cheerful ; and I may say, more 
cheering to those with whom you discotirse. There are evils 
enough, in this life, without thinking so much of death,'' 

"There are philosophers who pretend, good Vito, that nothing 
that wo see around ua actually baa an existence t that we fartey 
evaything; feney that this is a sea, called the Mediterranean ; 
fimcy this is a ship — yonder is the land ; fancy that we hve ; 
and even fency death." 

" Corpo di Bacco ! Signor Andrea," exclaimed the other, stop- 
ping short at the foot of the ladder, and seiang his companion 
by a button, afrdd he would desert him in the midst of a 
Btrange delusion, "you would not trifle in such a matter with 
an old friend ; one who has known you from childhood ? Faney 
that I am alive!" 

"^i — I have told you only the truth. The imagination is 
very strong, and may easily give the semblance of reality to 
unreal things." 

"And that I am not a podestil in tact, but one only in 

"Just so, friend Vito; and tliat I am only a vice-go vematore, 
too, in the imagination." 

"And that Elba is not a real island, or Porto Ferrajo a real 
town ; and that even all our iron, of which we ieem ^a send so 
much about the world, in good, wholesome ships, is only a sort 
of ghost of solid, substautiai meta! !" 

" Si, si — that everything which appeara to be material, ia, in 
feet, imaginary; iron, gold, or flesh." 

"And then I am not Vito Viti, but an impostor? What a 
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rascally philosophy is this 1 Why, both of ub are aa bad as 
this Sir Smees, if what yon say he true, vice-goTernat«re — or 
make-behevo viee-govematore." 

" Not an impostor, Mend Vito ; for fiiere ia no real being of 
thy name, if thou art not he." 

"Diavolo! A pretty tkeory this, which would teach ths 
young people of Elba that there ia no actual podestfi. in the 
island, but only a poor, miserable, sham one ; no Vito Viti on 
earth. If they get to think this, God help the place, as to order 
and sobriety." 

"I do not think, neighbor, that you fuily understand the 
matter, whieh may be owing to a want of clearness on my part ; 
but, as we are now on our way to visit an unfortunaie prisoner, 
we may as well postpone the discussion to another time. There 
are many leisure momenta on board a ship, to the language of 
which one is a stranger, that might be usefully and agreeably 
reheved by going into the subject more at lai^e," 

" Your pardon. Signer Andrea ; bnt there is no time like the 
present. Then, if the theory be true, there is no prisoner at all 
— or, at ^e most^ an imaginary one — and it can do Sir Smees 
no harm to wsut; while, on the other hand, I shall not have a 
moment's peace until I learn whether there is such a man as 
Vito Viti or not, and whether I am he." 

" Brother Vito, thou art impatient ; these things are not 
learned in a moment; moreover, every system has a be^ning 
and an end, like a book; and who would ever become learned, 
that should attempt to read a treatise backwards f 

" I know what is due to you, Signor Andrea, both on account 
of your higher rank, and on account of your greater wisdom, 
and will say no more at present ; though to keep from thinking 
on a philosophy that teaches I am not a podesta, or you a vice- 
govematore, is more than flesh and blood can bear," 

Ajidrea Barrofaldi, glad that his companion was momentarily 
appeased, now proceeded towards Kaoul's little prison, and was 
immediately admitted by the sentry, who had his orders to that 
effect The prisoner received hk guests courteously and cheer- 



ty Google 



WINO-AND-WIKG. 377 

fiilly ; for we are far from wishicg to represent him as so heroic 
as not to rejoice exceediBgly at having escaped death by hang- 
ing, even though it might prove to be a respite, rather than a 
pardon. At such a moment, the young man could have excused 
a ranch more offensive intrusion, and tlie sudden change in his 
prospects disposed him a little to be jocular ; for truth compels 
us tio add, that gratitude to God entered but little into his 
emotions. The escape from death, lite his capture, and the 
other incidents of his cruise, waa viewed simply as the result 
of the fortune of war. 

Winchester had directed that Eaoul's state-room should he 
supphed with every httle convenience that his situation required, 
and, among other tilings, it had two common ship's stools. One 
of tiiese was given to each of the ItaUans, while the prisoner 
took a seat on the gun-tackle of one of the two guns that formed 
the sides of hia apartment. It was now night, and a mist had 
gathered over the arch above, which hid the stars, and rendered 
it quite dark. Still, Raoul bad neither lamp not candles ; and, 
though they had been offered him, he dechned their use, as he 
had found stranger eyes occasionally peeping through the open- 
ings in the canvas, with the idle curiosity of the vulgar, to 
ascertain the appearance and employments of one condemned 
to die. He had experienced a good deal of annoyance from this 
fechng the previous night ; and the same desire existing to see 
how a ciTminal could bear a respite, he had determined to pass 
bis evening in obscurity. There was a lantern or two, however, 
on the gun-deck, which threw a dim light even beyond the 
limits of the canvas bulkheads. As has been said already, 
these bulkheads extended from gun to gun, so as to admit 
light and sur from the ports, This brought the tackles, on one 
side, into the room ; and on one of these Raoul now look his 
seat. 

Andrea Barrofaldi, from his superior condition in hfe, as 
well aa from Ws better education and nicer natural tact, fiir 
surpassed his companion in courtesy of demeanor. The latter 
would have plunged m medias res at once, but the xion- 
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governatoro commenced a conversation on general matters, 
intending to offer his congratulations for the recent respite 
when he conceived that a suitable occasion should arise. 
This was an unfortunate delay in one respect ; for Vito Viti 
no sooner found that the main object of the Tisit was to be 
postponed, than he turned with eagerness to the subject in 
discussion, wHch had been intemipted in order to enter the 
state-room. 

" Here has the vice-governatore come forward with a theory, 
Sir Smees," he commenced, the moment a pause in the dis- 
course left him an opening — " here has the vice-govematore 
come forward with a theory that I insist the church would call 
damnable, and at which human nature revolts — " 

"Nay, good Vito, thou dost not state the case fairly," 
interrupted Andrea, whose spirit was a little aroused at so 
abrupt an assault. " The theory is not mine ; it is that of a 
certain English philosopher, in particular, who, let it be said, 
too, was a bishop." 

" A Lutheran ! — was it not so, honorable Signore Andrea?— 
a bishop so called ?" 

" Why, to confess the truth, he was a heretic, and not to he 
considered as an apostle of the true church." 

" Aye — I would have sworn to that No true son of the 
church would ever broach such a doctrine. Only ta^acy, 
Mgnori, the number of imaginary fires, tongues, and other 
instruments of torture that would become necessary to carry on 
punishment under such a system I To be consistent, even the 
devils ought to be imaginary." 

" Comment, signori !" exclaimed Kaoul, smiling, and arous 
ing to a sudden interest in the discourse ; " did any English 
bishop ever broach such a doctrine ? Imaginary devils, and 
imaginary places of punishment, are coming near to our revo- 
lutionary France ! After this, I hope our much abused 
philosophy will meet with more respect," 

" My neighbor has not understood the theory of which he 
speaks," answered Andrea, too good a churchman not to fe«l 
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uneasiness at (he direction things were taking ; " and so, worthy 
Vito Vili, I feel the necessity of explaining the whole matter at 
some length. Sir Smees," so the Italians called Raoul, out of 
courtesy still, it being awkward for them, afl«r all that had 
passed, to address him hy his real name — " Sir Smees will 
excuse ua for a few minutes ; perhaps it may serve to amuse 
him to heat to what a flight the imagination of a subtle-minded 

Eaoul ciTJliy expressed the satisfaction it would give him (o 
listen, and stretching himself on the gun-tackle, in order to be 
more at ease, he leaned back with his head fairly within the 
port, while his feet were braced against the inner truck of the 
gun-carriage. This threw him into a somewhat recumbent 
attitude, but it being understood as intended to render what 
was but an inconvenient seat at the best, tolerably comfortable, 
no one thought it improper. 

It is unnecessary for us to repeat here all that Andrea Bar- 
rofaldi thought proper to say in his own justification, and in 
explanation of the celebrated theory of Bishop Berkely, Such 
a task was not performed in a minute ; and, in truth, prolixity, 
whenever he got upon a favorite theme, was apt to be one of 
the vice-govematore's weakness^. He was iiu' from acquies- 
1 the doctrine, though he annoyed his old neighbor 
ly, by presenting the subject in such a way as to 
render it respectable in appearance, if not conclusive in ail- 
ment. To the latter it was pecuUarly unpleasant to imagine, 
even for the sake of argument, that there was no such island 
as Elba, and that he was not its podesta ; and all his personal 
and egotistical propensities came in aid of his official reluc- 
tance, to disgust him thoroughly with a theory that he did 
not hesitate to say, " was an outrage on every honest man's 
nature." 

" There are fellows in the world, Signore Andrea," the straights 
forward podesti m^ed, in continuation of his objections, " who 
might be glad enough to find everything imaginary, as you say 
■ — chaps that cannot sleep of nights, for bad consciences, and to 
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whom it would be a ^at blessing if tlie earth would tlirow 
them overboard, as they say in this ship, and let them fall into 
tie great ocean of oblivion But they are baroni in grain, and 
ought Eot to pass for anythmg material, among honest people. 
Tve tnown several of those rogues at Liiomo, and I dare say 
Napoh is not altogether without them , but that is a yery 
different matter from telimg a hand-i-me and virtuous young 
maiden, that her beauty and modesty are both seeming ; and 
respectable magistrates, that they are as great impostors aa the 
very rogues they send to the prisons; or, perhaps, to the 
galleys," 

To speeches like these, Andrea opposed his explanations and 
his philosophy, until the discussion became animated, and the 
dialogue loud. It is rather a peculiarity of Italy, that one of the 
softest languages of Christendom is frequently rendered harsh 
and unpleasant by the mode of using it. On this occasion, 
cei-tainly, the animation of the disputants did not mitigate the 
e\-il. Griffin happened to pass the spot, on the outside of the 
canvas, just at this moment, and, catching some of the words, 
he stopped to hsten. His smiles and translations soon collected 
a group of officers, and the sentry respectfully dropping a little 
on one side, the deck aitiund the state-room of the prisoner 
became a sort of parquet to a very amusing representation. 
Several of the young gentlemen understood a httle ItaUan, and 
GrifSn translating rapidly, though in an under-tone, the whole 
affair was deemed to be particularly diverting. 

"This is a mm way of consoling a man who is condemned 
lo die," muttered the master ; " I wonder the Frenchman stands 
all their nonsense." 

"Ohl" rejoined the marine officer, "drill will do anything. 
These Revolutionists are so drilled into hypocrisy, that, I dare 
say, the fellow is grinning the whole time, as if perfectly 
delighted." 

Eaoul, in fact, hstened with no little amusement. At first, 
his voice was occasionally heard in the discussion, evidently 
mming at eaciting the disputants ; but the warmth of the latter 
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soon silenced him, and lie was fain to do nothing but listen. 
Shortly after the discussion got to be wann, and just as Griffin 
was collecting his group, the prisoner stretched himsetf still 
further into the poi-t, to enjoy the coolness of the evening breeze, 
when, to his surprise, a hand was laid gently oa his forehead. 

" Hush !" whispered a voice close to his ear, " it is the Ameri- 
can — Ithuel — be cool ; — now is the inomeitt to pull for life." 

Eaoul had too much self-command to betray hia astonishment, 
but, in an instant, every feculty he possessed was on the alert. 
Ithuel, he knew, was a man for exigencies. Esperiecco had 
taught him a profound respect for his enterprise and daring, 
when it became necessaiy to act. Something must certainly b« 
in the wind, worthy of hia attention, or this cautious person 
would not have exposed himself in a situation which would be 
sure to lead to punishment, if detected. Ithuel was seated astride 
of one of the chains, beneath the main-channel of the ship, a 
position whicb might be maintained without detection, possibly, 
so long as it continued dark ; but which, in itself if seen, would 
have been taken as a proof of an evil intention. 

"What would you have, Etooelle?" wliispered Eaoul, who 
perceived that his companions were too much occupied, to observe 
his movements, or to hear his words. 

" The ^j/etalian, and his niece, are about to go ashore. Every- 
thing is ready and understood. I've consaited you might pass 
out of the port, in the dark, and escape in the boat. Keep 
quietr— we shall see." 

Raoul imderstood his respite to be a thing of doubtful termi- 
nation. Under the moat fevorable results, an English prison 
remained in perspective, and then the other side of the picture 
offered the unage of Gthita to his eye ! He was in a tumult of 
feeling, but, accustomed to se!f-<!ommaEd, no osdamation escaped 

" When — cher Etooelle ? when f" he asked, his whisper being 
tremulous, in spite of every effort to command himself, 

"Now — to(h^er-s'we.et—{iov.t-de-suite) — the boat is at the 
,'. and old Giunti'tardi is in her — they are rigging a chair 
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for the gal. — Aye — there she swings off! — don't you hear tho 
eaU?" 

Kaoul did hear the whistle of the hoatswain, which was 
pipmg " lower away" at that very moment. He listened intently, 
as he lay stretched upon the gun-tackles ; and then he heard 
the Bplash in the water, as the hoat was hauled closer to, in 
order to be brought beneath the ehdr. The rattling of oars, too, 
was audible, as Ghita left the seat, and moved aft. " Round in," 
called out the officer of the deck ; after which Carlo Giuntotardi 
was left in quiet possession of his own boat. 

The moment was exceedingly critical. Some one, in aU proba- 
bihty, was watching the boat fiom the deck ; and, though the 
night was dark, it required the iitmost caution to proceed with 
any hopes of success. At this instant, Ithuel again whispered — 

" The time's near. Old Cailo has his order's, and little Ghita 
is ahve to see them obeyed. All now depends on silence and 
activity. In less than five minutes, the boat will be under the 
port," 

Baonl understood the plan ; but it stmck him as hopeless. 
It seemed impossible that Ghita could be permitted to quit the 
ship without a hundred eyes watching her movements; and 
though it was dark, it was far from being sufficiently so, to 
suppose it practicable for any one to join her and not be seen. 
Yet this risk must be taken, or escape was out of the question. 
An order given through the trumpet was encouraging ; it 
announced that the officer of the watch was employed at some 
duty that must draw his attention another way. This was a 
great deal; few presuming to look aside while this functionittT 
was inviting their attention in another direction. Eaoul's brain 
was in a whirl The two Italians were at the height of their 
discussion ; and fi^rtunately, the clamor they made was at the 
loudest. Even the suppressed laughter of the officers on the 
outside of the canvas, was audible to him ; though the disputanU 
could hear nothing but their own voices. Every knock of the 
boat against the ship's side, every sound of the oars, as Carlo's 
foot rattled (hem about, and the wash of the water, was audible. 
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It seemed as if all the interesta of life — tlie future, fJie past, and 
the present, together with the emotions of his whole heart, were 
compressed into that single instant. Ignorant of what was 
expected, he asked Ithuel, in French, the coui'se he ought to 

" Am I to fall head-foremost into the water 1 What would 
you have of lae ?" he whispered. 

" Lie quiet, till I tell you to move, I'll make the signal, 
Captain Rule ; let the Eyetaliana blaze away." 

Baoiil conld not see the water, as he lay with, his head feirly 
in the port ; and he had to tiust entirely to the single sense of 
hearing. Knock, fenoek, knock ; the hoat dropped slowly along 
the ship's side, as if preparing to shove off. All this. Carlo 
Giuntotardi managed exceedingly well. "When he lay imme- 
dialely beneath the main-channels, it would not have been an 
easy thing to see his boat, even had there been any one on the 
look-out. Here he held on ; for he was not so lost to external 
things, as not fully to understand what was expected of him. 
Perhaps he was less attended to by those on deck, from the 
circumstance that no one believed him capable of so much 

"Is everything safe for a movement^ inboard?" whispered 
Ithuel. 

Kaoul raised his head and looked about him. Tliat a group 
was collected around the state-room lie understood by the move- 
ments, the low conversation, and the suppressed laughter ; still, 
no one seemed to be paying any attention to himself. As he 
had not spoken for some time, however, he thought it might be 
weli to let his voice be heard ; and taking care that it sliould 
sound well within the port^ he made one of the light objections 
to the vice-govematore's theory, that he had urged at the 
commencement of the controversy. Tliis was httie heeded, as 
he expected ; hut it served to make those frithaut know that he 
was in his prison, and might prevent an untimely discovery. 
Everything else seemed propitious ; and lying down again at 
his length, his face came witiiin a few inches of Ithuei's, 
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" All safe," he whispered ; " what would you have me do \" 

" Nothing, but shove youiself ahead cai'efiiUy, hy means of 
your feet." 

This Eaoul did ; at firet, as it might be, inch by inch, until 
Ithuel put the end of a rope into his hands, telling him it was 
well faat to the channel above. The rope rendered the reat 
easy ; the only danger now being of too much precipitation. 
Nothing would have been easier than for Raoul to Amg bis 
body out at the port, and to di'op into the boat, but, to escape, it 
was still necessary to avoid observation. The ship was quite 
half ■» leairue from the point of Campanella, and directly abreast 
f t and th was no security to the fii^tives unless they got 

m djstnce the stai-t of any puisueis. This consideration 
ndu d th tmoat caution on the pan of Ithuel ; nor was it 
nti 1 lost n hia friend. By this time, however, Eaoul found 
h wa> mpletely master of his movements, as to be able to 

sivmg his legs out of the port, by a very trifling effort ; then the 
descent into the boat would be the easiest thing imaginable. 
But a pressure fiom the hand of Ithuel checked him. 

"Wait a little," whispered the latter, "tjll the Eyetaliana 
are at it, cat and dog feshion." 

The discussion was now so loud and warm, that it was not 
necessary to lose much time. Ithuel gave the signal, and Raoul 
drs^ed his head and shoulders up by his arms, while he placed 
his feet gainst the gun ; the next moment, he was han^ng 
perpendicularly beneath the m^n-thEuna. To drop lightiy and 
noiselessly into the boat, took but a second. "When his feet 
touched a thwart, he found that the American was there before 
hhn. ■ The latter dragged him down to hia side, and the two 
lay concealed in the bottom of the yawl, with a cloak of Ghita'a 
thrown over their peraons. Carlo Giuntotardi was accustomed 
to the management of a craft like that in which he now found 
himself, and simply releasing his boat-hook from one of the 
chains, the ship passed slowly ahead, leaving him, in about a 
minuto, fairly in her wake, a hundred feet astern. 

So far, everj'thing had succeeded surprisingly. The night 
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was so dark, as to embolden the two fugitives now to rise, and 
to take their seats on the thwarts ; though all this was done 
witi. exceeding caution, and without the least noise. The oars 
were soon out, Carlo took the tiller, and a feeling of exultation 
glowed at the heart of Eaoul, aa lie bent to his ashen implement, 
and felt the boat qnivcr with the impulse, 

" Take it coolly, Captaiii Eule," said Ithuel in a low voice ; 
"it's a long pull, and we are still within ear-shot of the frigate. 
In five minutes more we shall be dropped so &r, as to be beyond 
sight ; tKen we may pull directly out to sea, if we wish," 

Just then the bell of the Proserpine struck four ; the signal it 
was eight o'clock. Immediately after, the watch was called, and 
a stir succeeded in the ship, 

" They only turn the hands up," said Kaonl, who perceived 
that his companion paused, hke one uneasy. 

"That is an uncommon movement for shifting tine watohl 
Wbat is that f 

It was clearly the overhauling of tackles ; the plash of a boat, 
as it struck the water, foilowed. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



It he been seen that a generous sympatliy had taken place 
of hos jle feeling, as respects Raoul, in the minds of most on 
boai'd the Proserpine. Under the influence of this sentiment, 
an order had heen passed through the sentries, not to molest 
their prisoner by too frequent or unnecessary an examination of 
the state-room. With a view to a proper regard to both delicacy 
and watchfulness, however, Winchester had directed that the 
angle of the canvas nearest the cabin-door lantern, should be 
opened a few inches, and that the sentinel should look in every 
half-hour ; or as often as the ship's bell told the progress of time. 
The object was simply to be cert^n that the piisoner was in his 
room, and that he was making no attempt on his own hfe ; a 
8tep that had been particularly apprehended previously to the 
reepite. Now, the whole of the dispute between the two Italians, 
and that which had passed beneath the ship's channels, did not 
occupy more than six or seven minutes ; and the httle cluster of 
officers was still gsuning recruits, when Kaoul was fairly in the 
yawl of his own lugger. At this moment the ship's bell struck 
the hour of eight The marine advanced, with the respect 
of a subordinate, but with the steadiness of a man on post, to 
examine the state-room. Although the gentlemen believed 
this caution unnecessary, the loud voices of Andrea and Vito Vila 
being of themselves a sort of guarantee that the prisoner was in 
his cage, they gave way to a man, fully understanding that a. 
sentinel was never to be resisted. The canvas was opened a 
few inches, the light of the lajitem at the cabin-door shot in. 
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and there sat the vice-govematore and the podesta, gesticulating 
and staring into each other's faces, still in hot dispute ; hut the 
place of Raoul Yvard was empty ! 

Yelverton happened to look into the room with the sentinel. 
He was a young man of strong powers of perception, with all 
the phrenol<^eal humps that are necessary to the character, 
and he saw, at a glance, that the hird had flown. The first 
impression was, that the prisoner had thrown himself into 
the sea, and he rushed on de«k without speaking to those around 
him, made a hurried statement to the officer of the watch, and 
had a quarter-boat in the water in a surprisingly short time. 
His astonished companions helow were less precipitate, though 
the material fact was soon known to them. Griffin gave a 
hasty order, and the canvas bulkhead came down, as it might 
be, at a single jerk, leaving the two disputants in full view, 
utterly unconscious of the escape of their iate companion, sput- 
tering and gesticulating furiously. 

"Halloo! vice^overnatore," cried GrifBn, abruptly, for he 
saw that the moment was not one for ceremony ; " what have 
you done with the Frenchman ?— where is Raoul Yvard f 

" H Signor Sir Smees ! Monsieur Yvard, if you will ? 
Neighbor Yito, what, indeed, has become of the man who 
80 lately sat there ?" 

" Cospetto ! — according to your doctrine, Signor Andrea, 
there never was a man there at all — only the imagination 
of one ; it is not surprising that such a being should be missed. 
But I protest against any inferences being drawn from this acci- 
dent. All Frenchmen are flighty and easily carried away, and 
now that they are no longer ballasted by religion, they are so 
many moral feathers. No, no— let a man of respectable infor- 
mation, of sound principles, and a love for the sdnis, with 
a good, substantial body, like myself vanish only once, and 
then I may confess, it will tell in favor of your logic, vice-gover- 
natore." 

"An obstinate man, neighbor Vito, is a type of the imperfec- 
tions that a — '' 
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"Tour pardon, Signor Barrofeldi," interrupted Griffin, "this 
is not a moment for philosopiiical theories, but for m seamen to 
do our duty. What lias become of Kaoul Yvard— your Sir 

"Signor Tenente, as I hope to fee saved, I have not the 
smaJlest idea ! There he was a minute or two since, seated 
by that cannon, apparently an attentive and much e^fied auditor 
of a discussion we were holding on the celebrated theory of 
a certain bishop of your own country ; which theory, rightly 
considered— mind I say riffhtly corm"rfe«<^— neighbor Vito; for 
the yiew you have taken of this matter is — " 

"Enough of fliia, for the present, Signori"— added Griffin. 
" The Frenchman was in this place when you came here ?" 

"He was, Signor Tenente, and seemed greatly to enjoy 
the discussion in which — 

"And you have not seen him quit you through the canvas, 
or the port ?" 

" Jfot I, on my honor ; I did suppose him too much enter- 
tained to leave us." 

"Ah! Sir Smees has just vanished mto the imt^ation," 
growled the podesti, " which is going home to the great lo^cal 
fiimily of which he is an ideal member ! There being no lugger, 
no coiaah", no sea, and no frigate, it seems to me that we 
are all making a stir about nothing." 

GrifEn did not stop to question further. He was quickly on 
deck, where he found Cuffo, who had just being brought out of 
his cabin by a hurried report, 

"What the d 1 is the meaning of all this, gentlemen 3" 

demanded the latter, in that tone which a commander so natu- 
rally assumes when things go wrong. "Whoever has suffered 
the prisoner to escape may expect to hear from the Admiral 
directly, on the subject." 

" He is not in his state-room, sir," answered Griffin, " and I 
directed the boatswain to pipe away all the boats' crews, as I 
came up the ladder." 

As this was said, boat aft^^r boat was falling, and, in two or 
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three minutes, no less than five were in the water, incliiding 
that ill widcli Yelverton was already rowing round the ship, to 
catch the presumed swimmer, or drowning man. 

"Tiie Frenchman is gone, sir," said Winchester, "and he 
roust have passed out of the port. I have sent one of tie gen- 
tlemen to examine if he is not stowed away about the chains." 

" Where is the boat of the old Itahan and his niece ?" 

A pause succeeded this question, and light broke in upon all 
at the same instant. 

"That yawl Hras alongside," cried GrifEn — "no one was in 
her, however, but Giiuntotardi and the girl." 

" Beg your pardon, air," said a young fore-top-man, who had 
just descended the ri^ng — " I saw the boat from aloft, sir, and 
it hung some time, sir, under the starboard main-chains. — It was 
so dark, I couldn't iairly make it out; but summat seemed to 
be passed into it, from a port. I didn't hke the look of the 
thing, and so our captain just told me to come on deck, and 
report it, sir," 

"Send Ithuel Bolt here, Mr, Winchester — bear a hand, sir, 
and let us have a look at that gentleman." 

It is needless to say that the call was unanswered; and then 
all on board began to understand the mode of escape. OfScers 
mshed into the several boats, and no less than five different 
parties commenced the pursuit. At the same time the ship 
hoisted a lantern, as a signal for the boats to rally to. 

It has been said that the Proserpine, when this incident 
occurred, was off the point of the Campanella, distance about 
half a marine league. The wind was Kght at east, or was what 
is called the land breeze, and the vessel had about three knots 
way on her. The headland was nearly abeam, and she was 
looking up through the pass which separates Capri from the 
main, hauling round into the Bay of Naples, intending to 
anchor in the berth she had left the previous day. The night 
was too dark to permit an object small as a boat to be seen at 
any distance, but the black mass of Capri was plainly viable in 
its outlines, towering into the air near two thousand feet; whila 
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the formation of the coast on tl»e other side might be traced 
with tolerable certainty and distmctnp=a Such was the stat« of 
things when the five hoats mentioned quitted the ship. 

Yelverton had acted as if a man were overboard; or, he had 
not wjuted for orders. "While pulling round the ship alone, he 
caught sight, though very dimly, of the yawl, as it moved in 
towards the bind; and, without communicating with any on 
board, the truth flashed on his mind also, and he gave chase. 
When the other boats were ready, the two that were on the 
outside of the ship pidled off to seaward a short dwtance, to look 
about them in that direction ; while the two others, hearing the 
oars of the light gig in which Yelverton was glancing ahead, 
followed the sound, under the impression that they were in 
pursuit of the yawl. Sudi was the state of things at the com- 
mencement of an exceedingly vigorous and hot pnrsnit. 

As Raoul and Ithuel had been at work, while time was lost 
in doubt in and around the ship, they had got about three 
hundred yai'ds the start of even Yelverton. Their boat pulled 
unusually well ; and being intended for only two oars, it might 
be deemed fiill manned, with two as vigorous hands in it as 
those it had. Still, it was not a match for the second ^g, and 
the four chosen men who composed its crew, which was the 
boat taken by Yelverton, in the hurry of the moment. In a 
pull of a mile and a half, the yawl was certain to he overtaken ; 
and the practised eaiB of Eaou! soon assured him of the fact. 
His own oars were muffled. He determined to profit by the 
circumstance, and turn aside, in the hope that his fleet pursuers 
would pass him unseen. A sheer was accordingly ^ven to the 
boat, and instead of pulling directly towards the land, the 
fugitives inchned to the westward ; the sea appearing the most 
obscure in that direction, oa account of the proximity of Capri. 
This artifice was completely successful. Yelverton was so eager 
in the chase, that he kept his eyes riveted before him, fencying 
fiom time to time that he saw the boat ahead, and he passed 
within a hundred and fifty yards of the yawJ, without in the 
least suspecting her vicinity. Raoul and Ithuel ceased rowing. 
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to permit this escchauge of position, and the former had a few 
Barcastic remarks on the stupidity of hia enemies, as some relief 
to the feelings of the moment None of the English had muf- 
fled oai«. On the contrary, tie sounds of tte regular man-of- 
war jerks were quite audible in every direction ; but so familiar 
were tJiey to the ears of tlie Pi-oserpines, that the crews of the 
two boats tliat came next after Yelverton, actually followed the 
sounds of his oars, under the belief that they were in tie wake 
of the fu^tives. In tlus manner, then, Raou! suffered three of 
the five boats to pass ahead of him. The remaining two were 
so distant aa not to be heard ; and when tlose in advance were 
BufEciently distant, he and Ithue! followed them, with a leisurely 
stroke, reserving themselves for any emergency that might occur. 

It was a fiur race between the gig and the two cutters that 
pursued her. The last had the sounds of the former's oars in 
the ears of their crews to urge them to exertion, it being 
supposed they came from the strokes of the pursued ; while 
Yelvertou was burning with the desire to outstrip those who 
followed, and to secure the prize for himself. This made easy 
work for those in the yawl, which was soon left more than a 
cable's length astern. 

"One would think, Ghita," ssud Raoul, laughing, though 
he had the precaution to speak in an under-tone — " one would 
think that your old friends, the vice-govematore and the 
podesta, commanded the boats iu-shore of us, were it not 
known that they are this very moment quarrelling about tha 
fact whether there is such a place as Elba on this great planet 

" Ah ! Raoul, remember the last dreadful cight-and-forty 
hours ! do not stop to trifle until we are once more fwrly 
beyond the power of your enemies." 

"Peste! — I shall be obEged to own, hereafter, that there is 
Bome generoMty in an Englishman. I cannot deny thdr treat- 
ment, and yet I had rather it had been more ferocious." 

" This is an unkind feeUng : you should strive to tear it fe»n 
your heart." 
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"It's a great deal to allow to an Englishman, CaptMii Rule, 
to allow him gineros'ty," inteiTupted Ithuol. " They're a fierce 
race, and fatten on mortal misery," 

"Mais, bon Etooelle, your back has escaped tJus time ; you 
ought to be thankful," 

" They're short-handed, and didn't like to cripple a topmaa," 
answered he of the Granite State, unwilling to concede any- 
thing to hheral or just sentiments. " Had the ship's comple- 
ment been full, they wouldn't have left aa much skin on my 
back as would cover the smallest sized pincushion. I owe 'em 
no thanks, therefore," 

" Bien ; quant a moi, I shall speak well of the bridge which 
carries me over," said Raonl. " Monsieur Cuffe has given me 
good food, good wine, good words, a good state-room, a good 
bed, and a most timely reprieve." 

" Is not yonr heart grateful to God for the last, dear Eaoui V 
asked Ghita, in a voice so gentle and tender that the young 
man could have bowed down and worshipped her. 

After a pause, however, he answered, as if intentjonally to 
avoid the question by levity. 

« I forgot the philosophy, too," he swd. " That was no 
small part of the good cheer. Ciel ! it was worth some risk 
to have the advantage of attending such a school. Did you 
understand the matter in dispute between the two Italians, 
brave Etooelle V 

" I heerd their ^ye-talian jabber," answered Ithuel ; " but 
supposed it was all about saints' days and eating fish. No 
reasonable man makes so much noise when le is talking 
sense." 

" Pardie — it was philosophy ! They laugh at us French for 
hving by the rules of reason rather than those of prejudice ; 
and then to hear what ihey call philosophy ! You would 
s«trce think it, Ghita," continued Eaoul, who was now light 
of heart, and foil of the scene he had so lately witnessed — " you 
would hardly think it, Ghita, but Signer Andrea, sensible and 
learned as he is, mwntmned that it was not folly to believe in a 
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philosophy which teaches that nothing we see or do actually 
exists, but that everything was mere seeming. In short, that 
we Uve in aa imaginary world, with imaginary people in it ; 
float on ail imaginary sea, and cruise in. imaginary ships." 
"And was all that noise about an idee, Captain Eule !" 
"Si — ^biit men will quarrel about an idea— an imaginary 
thing, Etooelle, as stoutly as about substantials. Hist ! They 
will chase ima^nary things, too, as arc the boats ahead of us at 
this moment" 

"There are others following us,'' observed Carlo Giuntotardi, 
who was more alive to surrounding objects than common ; and 
who, from his habitual silence, oElcn heard that which escaped 
the senses of others. " I have notjced the sound of their oara 

This produced a pause, and even, a cessation in the rowing, 
in order that the two seamen might listen. Sure enough, the 
sound of oars was audible outside, aa well as in shore, leaving 
no doubt that some puKUers were still behind them, This was 
bringing the fu^tives between two fires, as it might be ; and 
Ithuet proposed pulling off at right angles to the course again, 
in order to get into the rear of the whole party. But to this 
Raoul objected. He thought the boats astern were still so dis- 
tant as to enable them to reach, the shore in time to escape. 
Once on the rodts, there could be little danger of being overtaken 
in the darltnes.s. Still, as it was a first object with Raoul to 
rejoin his lugger as soon as possible, after landing Ghita, lie did 
not wish to place his boat in any situation of much risL This 
induced some dehberation ; and it was finally determined to 
take a middle conrse, by steering into the pass between Capri 
and Campanella, in the expectation that when the leading English 
boats reached the point of the latter, fhey would abandon the 
pursuit as hopeless and return to the ship. 

" We can land you, dearest Ghita, at the Marina Grande of 
Sorrento ; then your walk to St. Agata vrill be neither long nor 
painful." 

" Do not mind me, llaoul ; piit me on the land at the nearest 
1/* 



ty Google 



place, and go you to your veKael. God has relieved you from 
this great jeopardy, and your duty is to strive to act as it is evi- 
dent he intends you to do. As for me, leagues will be light, if 
I can only be saljafied that thou art in safety." 

"Angel! — Thou never thinkest of self! But not a foot this 
side of Sorrento will I quit thee. We can puH thither in an 
hour or two ; then I shall feel that I have done a duty. Once 
ashore, Etooelle and I can set oui' little sail, and will run out to 
sea between the two islands. No fear but what we can do that, 
with this land breeze ; af1«r which, a few rockete burned, will 
tell US where to find le Feu-FoUet." 

Ghita again I'emonatrat^d, but in v^n. Raoul persisted, and 
she was obliged to submit. The conversation now ceased ; the 
two men plying the oars diligently, and to good effect. Occa- 
sionally they ceased, and listened to the sounds of the oars in tie 
frigate's boats, all which were evidently collecting in the vicinity 
of the point or cape. By this time the yawl had the extremity 
of the land abeam, and it soon passed so £ir into the Bay as to 
bring most if not all of the pursuers astern. In the darkness, 
with no other guide than the sounds mentioned, and with so 
many pursuers, there was some uncertainty, of course, as to the 
positioa of aJl the boats ; but there was little doubt that most 
of them were now somewhere in the immediate vicinity of 
Campanella. As Raoul gave this point a good berth, and his 
own progress was noiseless, this was bringing himself and com- 
panions, after their recent dangers, into comparative security. 

More than an hour of steady rowing followed, during which 
time the yawl was making swift way towards the Marina Grande 
of Sorrento. After pacing Massa, Eaoul felt no further uneasi- 
ness, and he requested Carlo Giuntotardi to sheer in towards 
the land, where less resistance from the breeze was met with, 
and where it was also easier to know the precise position. 
Apprehension of the boats now ceased, though Ithuel fended, 
from time to time, that he heard smothered sounds, like those 
of oars imperfectiy muffled. Eaoul laughed at bis conceits and 
apprehensions, and, to confess the trutb, he became negligent 
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of his duty, again, in the soothing delight of finding himself 
once more free, in all but heart, in the company of Ghita. In 
this manner the yawl moved ahead, though with materially 
diminished spce4, until, by the formation of the heights, and 
the appearance of the lamps and candles on tiie piano, Ghita 
knew that they were drawing quite near to the indentation of 
the coast on which is situate the town of Sorrento, 

" As soon as my uncle and myself have landed at the Marina 
Grande, Raoul," siud Ghita, " thou and the American will 
be certain to seek thy lugger ; then thou promisest to quit the 
coast?" 

'* Why ask promises of one that thou dost not sufficiently 
respect to think he will keep them ?" 

" I do not deserve this, Raoul ; between thee and me, no pro- 
mise has ever been broken." 

" It is not easy to break vows with one who will neither give 
nor accept them. I cannot boast of keeping such idle feuth as 
this ' Go with me before some priest, Ghita, ask all that man 
ever has or can swear to, and then thou shalt see how a sailor 
can be true to his vow." 

" And why before a priest ? Thou know'st, Eaoul, that, 
in thine eyes, all the offices of the church are mummerj- ; that 
nothing is more sacred with thee, for being sworn to at the altar 
of God, and with one of his holy ministers for a witness 1" 

" Every oath or promise made to Ihee, Ghita, is sacred in my 
eyes. It wanteth not any witness, or any consecrated place, to 
make it more binding than thy truth and tenderness can insure. 
Thou art my priest~-ray altar — my — " 

"Forbear I" exclaimed Ghita, in alarm, lest he should utter 
the name of that holy Being towards whom her heart was even 
at that moment swelling with gratitude for his own recent 
escape from death. " Thou know'st not the meaning of thine 
own words, and might'st add that which would g^ve me more 
psun than I can express." 

"Boat, ahoy!" cried a deep, nautical voice, within twenty 
yards of them, and in-shore ', the haJl coming in the sudden, 
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quick demand that disfinguiahes the call of a man-of-war's- 

A pause of half a minute succeeded, for they in the yawl 
were completely taken by surprise. 

At length Ithiiel, who felt the necessity of saying something, 
if he would not bring the stranger close alongside of them, 
answered in the customary manner of the Italians, 

Clinch, for it was tc, scouring the shore in quest of the 
In^er, on his way back to the Proserpine, gave a growl when 
he found that ho must speak in a foreign tongue, if he would 
continue the discourse ; then he mustered all the ItaUan of 
wliich he was master for the occasion. Having cruised long on 
the station, this was sufBcient, however, for his present pur- 

" la that a boat ii'om Massa or from Capri V he inquired. 

"Neither, S'nore," answered Raoul, afraid to fiust Carlo's 
conscience with the management of such a dialogue. " "VVe 
come round the cape, from St. Agata, and carry figs to 
Napoh." 

" St Agata, aye, that is the village on the heights ; I passed 
a night there myself, in the house of one Maria Giunfotardi — " 

" Who can this be f ' murmured Gliita — " my aunt knows no 



" An Inglese, by his thick speech and accent. I hope bo will 
not ask for figs for his snpper !" 

Clinch was thinking of other things at (hat moment ; and 
when he continued, it was to follow the train of his own 



" Have you seen anything of a barone-looking lugger," 
he asked, " French-rigged, and French-manned, skulking any- 
where about this coast?" 

" Si — she went north, into the Gulf of Gaeta, just as the sun 
was setting, and is, no doubt, gone to anchor under the cannon 
of her countrymen." 

"If she has, she'll find herself m hot water," answered Clinch, 
in English. " We're craft enough up there, to hoist her in and 
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dub her down to a joHy-boat'a size, in a single watch. Did you 
Bee anything of a frigate this evening, near the Point of Campa- 
nella !— An Inglese, I mean ; a tight si s-and- thirty, with three 
new topsails." 

" Si — the light you see here, just in a range with Capri, is at 
her gaff; we have seen her the whole afternoon and evening. 
In fact, ahe towed us kindly round the cape, until we got fairly 
into this Bay," 

" Then you are the people for me 3— -Was there a man hanged 
on board her or not, about sunset ?'' 

This question was put with so much interest, that Raoul 
cursed his interrogator in his heart; imagining that he was 
burning with the wish to learn his own execution. He was 
also now aware that this was the boat which had left, the Pro- 
serpine about noon. 

" I can tell you there was not, s'nore — if that will gladden 
your heart, A man was all ready to be hanged, when Cap- 
tain Cuffe was pleased to order him tahen down,'' 

" Just as three heavy guns were fired up at town — was it not 
Bo3'' Chnch eagerly inquired. 

" Diable ! this man may have lieeu my preserver, after all ! 
— Ton say true, s'nore ; it teas just as three guns were fired up 
at Naples, though I did not know those guns had anything ta 
do with the intended execution. Can yon tell me if they had ?" 

" If they had ! — Why I touched them off with my own 
hands ; they were signals made by the admii'al to spare poor 
Eaoul Yvard, for a few days, at least I am rejoiced to hear 
that all my great efforts to reach the fleet were not in vain. I 
don't hke thk hanging, Mr. Itahan." 

" S'nore, yon show a kind heart, and will one day reap the 
reward of such generous feelings. I wish I knew the name of 
BO humane a gentleman, that I might mention him in my pray- 

" They'll never lancy that Captam Rule said that," muttered 
Ithnel, giinning. 

" As for my name, friend, it's no great matter. They call me 
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Clinch, which is a good fast word to sail under, too ; but it has 
no handle to it, other than of a poor devil of a master's 
mate ; and that, too, at an age when some men carry broad 



This was said bitterly, and in Enghsh ; when uttered, the 
supposed Itahan was wished a " buona sera," and the gig pro- 
ceeded. 

" That is un brave" said Eaoul, with emphasis, as they 
departed. "If ever I meet with Monsieur Cleench, he will 
learn that I do not forget his good wishes. Peste! if there 
were a hundred such men in the British marine, Etooelle, we 
might love it." 

" They're fiery sarpents, Captain Rule, and not to be trusted, 
any on 'em. As for fine words, I might have fancied myself a 
cousin of the king's, if Fd only put my name to their shipping 
article. This Mr. OUnch is well enough in the main ; being his 
own worst inimy, in the way of the grog pitcher." 

" Boat, ahoy !" shouted Clinch again, now about a hundred 
yards distant, having passed towards the cape. Eaoul and 
Ithuei mechanically ceased rowing, under the impression that 
the master's mate had still something lo communicate. 

" Boat, ahoy ! — Answer at once, or you'll hear from me," 
nepeated Clinch. 

" Aye, aye," answered another voice, which, in fact, was Yel- 
verton's ; " Clinch, is that you ?" 

" Aye, aye, sir — Mr. Yelverton, is it not ? — I think I know 
the voice, sir." 

" You are quite right ; but make less noise — who was that 
you hailed a minute or two since ?" 

Clinch began to answer ; but, aa the two gigs were approaching 
each other all the time, they were soon so near as to render it 
unnecessary to speak 1 ud eno gh to be heard at any distance. 
All this time, Ea 1 and Itb el lav on their oara, almost aftaJd 
to stir the water, ind I ten ng vith an attention that was nearly 
breathless. They were sati=tied that the oars of the English 
were now mufBed a s gn that they were in earnest in the pur- 



ty Google 



Biut, and bent on making a thorough search. The two gigs 
coiitd not be more than a hundred yai-ds from the yawl, and 
Itbuel knew that they wero the two iasteat-rowing boata of the 
English fleet— so fest, indeed, that Cufie and his heutenant? had 
made several successful matches with them, ^;ainst the officers 
of <iifferent vessels. 

" Hist !" said Ghita, whose heart was in her mouth. " Oh 1 
Raoul, they come !" 

Coming, indeed, were they ; and that with vast velodty. So 
careful, however, was the slfoke, that they were within two 
hundred feet of the yawl before Raoul and his companion took the 
alarm, and plunged tbeir own oare again into the water. Then, 
indeed, the ^gs might be dimly seen ; though the shadows of 
the land deepened the obscurity of night ao far, as to render 
objeefa at even a leas distance quite indistinct. The sudden- 
ness and imminency of the clanger appeared to arouse all there 
was of life in Carlo Giuntotardi. He steered, and sfeered well, 
being accustomed to the office, by living so long on the coast ; 
and he sheered in for the rocks, with the double view of land- 
ing, if necessary, and of getting still deeper within the shadows. 

It was soon evident the Enghsh gained. Four oars agsdnst 
two were fearful odds ; and it was plainly apparent the yawl 
must be overtakeTi. 

" Oh, uncle ! towards the arch and water-cavern of the 
point," whispered Ghita, whose hands were clasped on her 
breast, as if to keep down her emotions. " That may yet 

The yawl was in the act of whirling round the rocks which 
form the deep cove on which the Marina Grande of Sorrento 
lies. Cai-lo caught his niece's idea, and he kept his tiller hard 
B-port, telling Raoul and Ithuel, at the same time, to take in 
their oars as quick as possible. The men obeyed, supposing it 
was the intention to land and 'take to the heights for shelter. 
But just as they supposed the boat was about to strike against 
some perpendicular rocks, and Raoul was muttering his surprise 
that such a soot should be chosen to land at, it gUded through 
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a low, natural arch, and entetcd a little basin, as noiselessly as a 
bubble floating in a current. The nert minute, the two ^gs 
came whirling round the rocks ; one following tlie shore close 
in, fo prevent the tugitivea from landing, and the other steering 
more obliquely athwart the bay. In still another minute, they 
had passed a hundred yards ahead, and the sound of their 
movemenla was lost, 
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The spot in wMch Carlo Giuntotardi had taken refiige, la 
well known on the Sorrentine shore, as the water-cavern at the 
ruins of Queen Joan'a country-housp. Cavern it is not, though 
the entrance is heneath a low, natural arch — the basin within 
being open to the heavens, and the place resembling an artifi- 
cial excavation made to shelter boats. Let the origin of this 
httle liaven be what it may, art eonld not ha^o devised a more 
convenient or a more perfect refuge than it afforded to our 
fu^tives. Once through the arth, they would have been 
effectually concealed from their pursuers under a noon-day sun ; 
nor would any, who were unacqumnted with the peculiarities 
of the entrance, dream of a boat's lying, as it might be, buried 
in the iwika of the little promontory. Neither Ghita nor her 
unde any longer felt concern ; but the former announced her 
intention to land here, assuring Raoul that she could easily find 
her way into the bridle-path which leads to St Agata. 

The desperate character of the recent chase, aided by his 
late almost miraculous escape from death, joined to the neces- 
sity of parting from his mistress, rendered our hero melancholy, 
if not moody. He could not ask Ghita to shave his dangers 
any longer ; yet he felt, if he permitted her now to quit him, 
the separation might be for ever. Still ho made no objection ; 
but, leaving Ithuel in charge of the boat, he assisted Ghita up 
the funnel-like sides of the basin, and prepared to accompany 
her on her way to the road. Carlo preceded the pair, telling 
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his niece that she would find him at a cottage on tie way that 
was well known to both. 

The obscurity was not so gi'eat as to render the walking very 
difficult, and Raoul and Ghita pursued their course slowly 
along the locks, each oppressed with the same sensation of 
T^et at parting, tiough influenced by nearly opposing views 
for the ftiture. The girl took the young man's arm without 
hesitation ; and there was a tenderness in the tones of her 
voice — as well aa in her general manner — ttat betrayed how 
nearly her heart was interested in what was passing. Still, 
principle was ever uppermost in her thoughts, and she deter- 
mined now to speak plainly, and to the purpose. 

" Raoul," she smd, after listening to some one of those fer- 
vent declarations of love that were peculiarly agreeable to one 
of her affectionate and sincere nature, even when she most felt 
the necessity of repelling the insinuating suit; " there must be 
an end of this. I can never go through again, the scenes I 
have lately witnessed, nor allow you to run such fearful risks. 
The sooner we undeTstand each other, and, I may say, the 
sooner we part, it will be the wiser, and the better for the inte- 
rests of both. I blame myself for suffering the intimacy to last 
so long, and for proceeding so iar." 

" And this is said by a fervent-souled Italian ^rf ! — One of 
eighteen years ; — who comes of a region in which it is the boast 
that the heart is even wanner than the sun ; of a race, among 
whom it is hard to find one—oui, even a poor one — who is not 
ready to sacrifice home, countty, hopes, fortune, nay, hfe itself, 
to g^ve happiness to the man who has chosen her from all the 
rest of her sex." 

"It would seem to me easy to do all this, Baoul. Si — I 
think I could sacrifice everything you have named, to make you 
happy ! Home I have not, unless the Prince's Towers can thus_ 
be called ; country, since the sad event of this week, I feel aa if 
I had altogether lost ; of hopes, I have few in this world, witb. 
which your image has not been connected ; but, those which 
were once so precious to me, are now, I fear, lost ; you know I 
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have no fortune, to tempt me to stay, or you to follow ; as for 
my life, I fear it will soon be very valueless — am sare it will bo 
miserable." 

" Then why not decide at once, dearest Ghita, to throw the 
weight of your sorrows on the shoulders of one strong enough 
to bear them ? You care not for dress or gay appearances, and 
■ can take a brid^oom even with the miserable aspect of a 
lazzarone, when you know the heart is right. You will not 
despise me because I am not decked as I might be for the bridal. 
Nothing is easier than to find an altar and a pries* among these 
monasteries ; and the hour for saying mass is not very distant. 
Give me a right to claim you, and I will appoint a place of 
rendezvous, bring in the lugger So-morrow night, and carry you 
off in tiiumph to our gay Provence ; where you will find hearts 
gentle as your own, to welcome you with joy, and call you 
sister." 

Eaou! was earnest in his manner, and it was not possible to 
doubt his sincerity. Though an air of self-satisfaction gleamed 
in his face, when he alluded to his present personal appoaranee, 
for te well knew all his advantages in that way, in spite of the 
dress of a laazarone. 

" Ui^ me not, dear Raoul," Ghita answered, though, uncon- 
sdously to herself, she pressed closer to his side, and both sadness 
and love were in the very tones of her voice ; " ui^ me not, 
dear Eaoul ; this can never be. I have already told you the 
gulf that lies between us ; you wiU not cross it, to join n 
I cannot cross it, to join you. Nothing but that could si 
us ; but that, to my eyes, grows bioader and deeper every hour." 

"Ah, Ghita, thou deceivest me, and thyself. "Were thy feel- 
ings as thou fenciest, no human inducement could lead thee to 

" It is not a human inducement, Eaoyl ; it is one above earth, 
and all it holds." 

" Peste ! — These priests are scourges sent to torment men in 
every shape 1 They inflict hard lessons in childhood, teach 
asperi^ in youth. Mid make us superstitious and silly in aga. 
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I do not wonder that my brave compatriots drove them from 
France ; tbey did notting but devour like locusts, and deface iho 
beauties of providence." 

" Eaoul, thou art speaking of the ministers of God !" GWta 
observed meekly, but in sorrow. 

"Pardon me, dearest Ghita; I have no patience when I 
remember what a trifle, after all, threatens to tear us asunder. 
Thou pret«ndeat to love me ?" 

" It is not pretence, Raoul, but a deep, and I fear a painful 
reality.'' 

" To think that a girl so frank, with a heart so tender, and a 
soul so true, will allow any secondary thing to divide her from 
the man of her choice !" 

" It is not a secondary, but a primary thing, Raoul ; oh ! that 
I could make thee think so. The question is between thee and 
God — were it aught else, thou might'st indeed prevail." 

" Why trouble thyself about my religion at all 3 Are there 
not thousands of wives who tell their heads, and repeat th«r 
aves, while their husbands think of anything but heaven ? Thou 
and I can overlook this difference ; othere overlook them, and 
keep but one heart between them still. I never would molest 
thee, Ghita, in thy gentle worship." 

" It is not thou that I dread, Eaoul, but myself," answered 
the girl, with streaming ej-es, though she succeeded in suppress- 
ing the sobs that stni^led for utterance. " ' A house divided 
against itself cannot stand,' they say ; how could a heart that 
was filled with thee find a place for the love it ought to bear 
the author of its being ? When the husband lives only for the 
world, it is hard for the wife to think of heaven as she ought." 
Eaoul was deeply t«nebed with the feeling Ghita betrayed, 
while he was ready to adore her for the confiding sincerity with 
which she confessed his^power over her heart. His answer was 
given with seductive tenderness of manner, which proved that 
he was not altogether unwortby of the strange conflict he had 
created in so gentle a breast. 

"Thy God will never desert thee, Ghita," he said; "thou 
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hast nothing to fear as my wife, or that of any other man. 
None but a brute could ever think of molesting thee in thy 
worship, or in doing anght tliat thy opinions I'ender necessary 
or proper, I would tear the tongue from my mouth, before 
reproach, sneer, or argument, should bo used to bring thee 
pain, after I once felt that thou leanedst on me for support. 
All that I have said has come from the wish that ihou would'st 
not misunderstand me in a matter that I know thou think'st 
important" 

"Ah, Raoul, little dost thou understand the hearts of women. 
If thy power is so gi'eat over me to-day, as almost to indine me 
from the most solemn of all my duties, what would it become 
when the love of a girl should turn into the al»orbing affection 
of a wife ! I find it hard, even now, to reconcile the love I 
bear to God, with the strong feeling thou hast created in my* 
heart. A year of wedded life would endanger more than I can 
express to you in words." 

" And then the fear of losing thy salvation is stronger than 
thy earthly attachments ?" 

" Nay, Raoul, it is not that. 1 am not selfish, or cowardly, 
as respects myself, I hope ; nor do I think at all of any punish- 
ment that might follow from a marriage with an imbeliever ; 
what I mc«t apprehend, is being taught to love my God leas 
than I feel I now do, or than, as the creature of hb mercy, I 
ought." 

" Thou speakest as if man could rival the being whom thou 
woTshippeat I have always understood, that the love we bear 
the Dwty, and that we bear each othei', are of a very (Ufierent 
quality. I can see no necessity for their interfering with each 

" Nothing can be less alike, Raoul ; yet one may imp^r, if 
not destroy, the other. Oh ! if thou would'st but believe liiat 
thy Saviour was thy God — if thou could'st but be dead to his 
love, and not active against him, I might hope for better things ; 
but I dare not pledge all my earthly duties to one who is openly 
an enemy of my own great Master and Redeemer." 
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" I will not, cannot deceive thee, Ghita — that I leave to the 
priests. ThoTi know'st my opinions, and roust take me as I am, 
or wholly reject me. This I say, though I feel that disappoint- 
ment, if you peisiat in your cruelly, will drive me to some 
desperate act, by means of which I shall yet taste of the mercies 
of these English." 

" Say not so, Eaoui ; he prudent for the sake of your 
country-" 

" But not for thine, Gliita ' 

" Yea, Eaoui, and for nune alsi I wwh not to conceal how 
much happier I shall be in hearing of jour welfare and peace 
of mind, I fear, though an enem j , :t w dl e^ er give me pleasure 
to learn that thou art victorious But heie is the road, yonder 
the cottage where my uncle widts for me, and we must part. 
Heaven hleaa thee, Eaoui; my prayers will he full of thee. Do 
not — do not risk more to see me ; but, if—" The heari^ of the 
g^rl was so full, that emotion choked her. Raoul listened 
intently for the next word, but he listened in vain. 

" If what, dear Ghita ? Thou wert about to utter something 
that I feel is encoura^ng." 

" Oh ! how I hope it may ba so, my poor Raoul ! I was 
going to add, if God ever touches thy heart, and thou would'st 
stand before his altar, a bchever, with one at tby side who ia 
ready and anxious to devote all to thee but her love of the 
Being who created her, and hor treasures of future happiness, 
seek Ghita ; thou wDt find her thou would'st have," 

Eaoui stretched forth his arras, to clasp the tender girl to his 
bosom ; but, fearfiil of herself, she avoided him, and fled along 
the path, like one terrified with the apprehension of pursuit. 
The young man paused a moment, half inclined to follow ; then 
prudence regained its influence, and he bethought him of the 
necessity of getting to a place of safety while it was yet night. 
The future was still before him, in hope, and that hope led him 
to look forward to other occasions to press his suit. 

Little, however, did Eaoui Yvard, much as he prized her, 
know Ghita Caracdoli. Her nature was full of womanly senai- 
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bilities, it is true, and her heart replete with tenderness for him 
in particular ; but the adoration she paid to God was of that 
lasting character which endures to the end. In all she said and 
felt, she was truth itself; and while no false shame interposed 
to cause her to conceal her attachment, there was a moral 
armor thrown about her purposes that rendered them impregna- 
ble to the assaults of the world. 

Our hero found Ithuel sleeping in the boat^ in perfect secu- 
rity. The Granit* man tboroughly understood his situation, and 
foreseeing a long row before him, ho had quietly Idn down 
ia the Btem-sheet of the yawl, and was taking his rest as tran- 
quilly as he had ever done in his berth on boai-d le Feu-FoUet. 
He was even aroused witJi difficulty, and he resumed the 
oar with reluctance. Before descending the funnel, Raoul had 
taken a survey of the water from the rocks above. He listened 
intently, to catch any sounds that might arise from the English 
boats. But nothing was visible in the obscurity, while distance 
or caution prevented anything fi'om being audible. Satisfied 
(iat all was safe outside, he determined to row out into the bay, 
and, making a drcuit to avoid his enemies, push to the 
westward, in the expectation of iinding his lugger in the offing. 
As there was now a considerable land-breeze, and the yawl was 
lightened of so much of her freight, there was little doubt 
of his being able to effect his purpose, so far as getting 
out of sight was concerned, at least, long ere the return of 
light. 

" Pardie, Etooelle !" Raou! exclaimed, after he had given the 
American jog the third, " you sleep like a friar who is paid for 
saying masses at midnight. Come, mon ami ; now is oui' time 
to move ; all is clear outside." 

"Well, natur' they say ia a good workman. Captain Rule," 
answered Ithuel, gaping and rubbing his eyes ; " and never did 
she turn off a prettier hiding-place than this. One sleeps 
BO quietly in it ! Heigho ! I suppose the ash must be kept 
moving, or we may yet mitw our passage back to France. 
Shove her bows round, Captwn Rule ; here is the hole, which is 



ty Google 



almost as hard fo fiud as it js to ttread a needle witli a cable. 
A good shove, and she will shoot out into the open water," 

Eaoul did as desired. Ithuel touching the tiller, the yawl 
gUded through the opening, and felt the long ground-swell of 
the glorious Bay. The two adventurera looked about them with 
some concern, as they issued fi'om their hiding-place, but the 
obscurity was too deep to bring anything in view on the face of 
the waters. The flashing that occasionally illvuninafed the siuii- 
mit of Vesuvius resembled heat-lightning, and would have 
plainly indicated the position of that celebrated mountain, had 
not its dark outlines been visible, exposing a black mass at the 
head of the Bay. The ragged mountain-tops, behind and 
above Castel a Mare, wore also to be traced, as was the 
whole range of the nearer coast, though that opposite was only 
discoverable by the faint ghmmerings of a thousand lights, that 
were appearing and disappearing, like stars eclipsed, on the other 
side of the broad sheet of placid water. On the Bay itself, litUe 
could be discerned ; under the near coast, nothing, the shadows 
of the rocks obscuring its borders with a wide belt of darkness. 

After looking around them quite a minute in silence, the men 
dropped their oars and began to pull from under the point, with 
the intention of making an offing before they set their little lugs. 

As they came out, the he3\y flap of canvas, quite near, 
startled their ears, and both turned instinctively to loot ahead. 
There, indeed, was a vessel, standing directly in, threatening 
even to cross their very track. She was close on a wind, with 
her krboaivi tecks aboard, and had evidently just shaken eveiy- 
thing, in the expectation of lufEng past the point without tacking. 
Could she succeed in this, it would be in her power to stand on, 
until compelled to go about beneath the very clif& of the town 
of Sorrento. This was, in truth, her aim ; for agwn she shook 
all her sails. 

"Peste!" muttered Eaoul; "this is a bold pilot — he hu^ 
the rocks as if they were his mistress ! We must lie quiet, 
EtoocUe, and let him pass ; else he may trouble us." 

" 'Twill be the wisest, Captain Rule ; though I do not think 
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him an Englishman, Hark ! Hie ripple under his bow ia like 
that of a knife going through a ripo water-melon." 

"Mon Feu-FoHet!" exclaimed Eaoul, rising and actually 
extending his arms aa if to embrace the beloved craft " Etooelle, 
they seek us, for we are much behind our IJme !" 

The stranger drew near fast ; when his outlines became visible, 
there was no mistaking them. The two enormous lugs, the 
little ji^er, the hull almost awash, and the whole of the feiiy 
form, came mistily into view, as the swift bird assumes color and 
proportion, while it advances out of the depth of the void. The 
vessel was but a hundred yards distant ; in another minute she 
would be past. 

" Vive la BepubUque!" sdd Raoul, distinctly, though he 
feared to trust his voice vrith a loud hail. 

Again the canvas flapped, and the tiumpling of feet was heard 
on the lugger's deck; then she came sweeping into the wind, 
within fifty feet of the yawl. Raoul watched the movement; 
and by the time her way was nearly lost, he was alongside, and 
had caught a lupe. At the next instant, he was on board her, 

Raoul trod the deck of his lugger again, with the prid*)f a 
monarch as he ascends his throne. Certain of her sailing 
qualities, and confident of his own skill, this gallant seaman 
was perfectly indifferent to the circumstance that he was environed 
by powerful enemies. The wind and the hour were propitious, 
and no sensation of alarm disturbed the exultation of tiiat happy 
moment. The explanations that passed between him and his 
firstrlieufenant, Pintard, were brief but distinct, Le Feu-Follet 
had kept off the land, with her sails lowered, a trim in which a 
vessel of her rig and lowness in the water would not he visible 
more than five or six miles, until sufficient time had elapsed, 
when she was taken into the Gulf of Salerno, to look for signals 
from the heights of St. Agata. Finding none, she went to sea 
again, as has been stated, sweeping along the coast, in the hope 
of faffing in with intelhgence. Although she could not be seen 
by her enemies, she saw, the three cruisere who were on the 
look-out, and great uneasiness prevailed on board, concerning 
18 
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the fates of the absentees. On the afternoon of that day, tho 
lugger was carried close m with the north-west side of ^hia, 
which island she rounded at dusk, seemingly intending to anchor 
at Baiie, a harbor seldom without alhed cruisers. As the wind 
eame off the land, however, she kept away, and passing between 
Procida and Mysenum, she came out into the Bay of Naples, 
about three hours before meeting with Raoul, with the intention 
of examining the whole of the opposite coaat^ in search of the 
yawL She had seen the hght at the gaff of the Proserpine, and, 
at fitst, supposed it might be a signal from the missing boat 
"With a view to make sure of it, the lugger had been kept away 
until the night-glasses announced a ship ; when she was hauled 
up on a wind, and had made two or three successive half-boards, 
to weatlier the point where her captain lay concealed ; the Marina 
Grande of Sorrento being one of the places of rendezvous men- 
tioned by OUT hero, in his last instructions. 

There was a scene of lively congratulation, and of even pleasing 
emotion, on the deck of the lu^er, when Kaoul so unexpectedly 
appeared. He had every quality to make himself beloved by 
his men. Brave, adventurous, active, generous, and kind-hearted, 
his character rendered him a favorite to a degree that was not 
common even among the people of that chivalrous nation. The 
French mariner will beai' familiarity better than his great rival 
and neighbor, the Englishman ; and it was natural with our hero 
to be frank and free with all, whether above him or below him 
in condition. The temperaments to be brought into subjection 
were not as rade and intractable as those of the Anglo^son ; 
and the off-hand, dashing chatacter of Raoul was admirably 
adapted to win both the admiration and the affections of his 
people. They now thronged about him, without hesitation or 
reserve, each man anxious to make his good wishes known, his 
felicitations heard. 

" I have kept you playing about the fire, camarades" said 
paoul, affected by the proofs of attachment he received ; " but 
we vf ill now take our revenge. There are English boata in chase 
pf me, at this moment, under the land ; we will try to pick up 
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one or two of them, by way of letting them know there is still 
such a vessel as le Feu-Follet." 

An exclamation of pleasure followed ; then an old quarter- 
master, who had actually taught his commander his first lessons 
in seamanship, shoved through the crowd, and put his ques- 
tions witk a sort of authority. 

" Mon capitaine," he said, " have jou been near these Eng- 
lish?" 

" Ave, Benoit ; somewhat nearer than I could wish. To own 
the truth, the reason you have not sooner seen me, was, that I 
was passing my time on board our old friend. La Proserpine. 
Her officers and crew would not lose my company, when they 
had once begun to enjoy it" 

" Peste ! — mow cher capitaine — ^were you a prisoner ?" 

" Something of that sort, Benoit. At least, they had me on 
a grating, with a rope round the neck, and were about to mahe 
me swing off, as a spy, when a happy gun or two from Nelson, 
up above there, at the town, ordered them to let me go below. 
As I had no taste for such amusements, and wanted to see mon 
cher Feu-FoUet, Etooelle and I got into the yawl, and left them ; 
intending to return and be hanged when we can find notliing 
better to do." 

This account required an explanation, which Raoul gave in a 
very few words, and then the crew were directed to go to their 
stations, in order that the lugger might be properly worked. The 
nest nunute the sails were filled on the larboard tack, as before, 
and le Feu-Follet agmn drew ahead, standing in for the cliffs. 

"There is a light in motion near Capri, mon capitwne," 
observed the iirst lieutenant ; " I suppose it to be on board some 
enemy. They are plenty as gulls about this bay." 

" You are very right, Monsieur. 'Tis la Proserpine ; she 
shows the hght for her boats. She is too far to leeward to med- 
dle with us, however, and we are pretty certain there is nothing 
between her and the ships off the town that can do us any 
harm. Are all our hghts concealed ? Let them be well looked 
to, monsievu'." 
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"All safe, mon capitaine. Le Feu-FoUet never shows tei 
lantern until she wishes to lead an enemy into the mire !" 

Eaoul laughed, and pronounced the word "Jon" in the 
emphatic manner pecuhar to a Frenchman. Then, as the lug^r 
was drawing swiftly in towards the rocks, he went on the fore- 
castle himselii to keep a proper look-out ahead ; Itiuel, as usual, 
standing at his side. 

The piano or plain of Sorrento terminates, on the side of the 
bayj in perpendicular clitls of tufe, that vary from one to near 
two hundred feet in height. Those neai' the town are among 
the highest, and are lined mth villas, convents, and other dwell- 
ings, of which the foundations are frequently placed upon shelves 
of rock fifty feet below the adjacent streets. Raoul had been 
often here during the short reign of the Bufo faction, and was 
familiar with moat of the coast. He knew that hia httle iu^er 
might brush against the very loeks, in most places, and was 
satisfied that if he fell in with the Proserpine's boats at all, it 
must be quite near the land. As the night wind blew directly 
down the bay, sighing across the campagna, between Vesuvius 
and Castel a Mare, it became necessary to tack off-shore, as soon 
as le Feu-Follet got close to tiie diffe, where the obscurity was 
greatest, and her proportions and rig were not discernible at any 
distance. While in the very act of going round, and before 
the head-sheets were drawn, Eaoul was startled by a sudden 

"Felucca, ahoy !" cried one, in English, irom a boat that was 
close on the lugger's bow. 

" Halloo !" answered Ithuel, rising an arm, for all near him 
to be quiet 

" What craft's that !" resumed he in the boat. 

" A felucca sent down by the admiral to look for the Proser- 
pine—not finding her at Capri, we are turning up to the anchor- 
age of the fleet again." 

" Hold on a moment, sit, if you please ; PU come on board 
you. Perhaps I can help you out of your difiiculty ; for I 
happen to know something of that ship." 
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"Aye, aye — bear a hand, if you pleaae; for we want to 
make the most of lihis wind while it stands." 

It is singular how easily we are deceived, wlen the mind 
commences by taking a wrong direction. Such was now the 
fact with Mm in the boat, for he had imbibed the notion that 
be could trace t^ie outlines of a felucca, of which so many navi- 
gate those waters, and the idea that it waa the very lu^er ha 
had been seeking, never crossed his mind. Acting under the 
delusion, he was soon alongside, and on the deck of hia enemy. 

"Do you know this geutleman, Etooelle ?" demanded Eaoul, 
who had gone to tlie gangway to receive his visitor. 

" It is Mr. Clinch, tie master's-mafce of the accursed Pi'oae^- 
pine ; he who spoke us in the yawl, off the point yonder." 

" How !" exclaimed Clinch, his alarm being suffidentiy appa- 
rent in hb voice ; '■ have I fallen into the hands of French- 
men !" 

"You have. Monsieur," answered Raoul, courteously, "but 
not into the hands of enemies. This ia le Feu-Follet, and I am 
Raoul Yvai'd." 

"Then all hope for Jane is gone for ever ! I have passed a 
happy day, though a busy one, for I did begin to think ibete 
was some chance for me. A man cannot see Nelaon without 
pulling up, and wislung to be something like him ; but a prison 
is no place for promotion." 

" Let us go into my cabin, Monsieur. There we can converse 
more at our ease ; and we shall have a hght." 

CUnch was in despair ; it mattered not to him whither he 
was taken. In the cabin he sat the picture of a helpless man, 
and a bottie of brandy happening to stand on the table, ha 
eyed it with something hke the ferocity with which the hungry 
wolf may be. supposed to gaze at the lamb ere he leaps the 
fold. 

" Is this the gentleman you mean, Etooelle ?" demanded 
Eaoul, when the cabin-lamp shone on the prisoner's face ; " he 
who was so much rejoiced to hear that hb eneray was not 
hanged ?" 
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" 'Tis the same, Captain Rule ; in the main, he is a good- 
natured officer — one tliat does more harm to himself than to 
any one else. They said in the ship, that he went up to Naples 
to do jou some good turn or other," 

" Bon ! — you have been long in your boat, Mr. Clinch— we 
mil give you a warm supper and a glass of wine — after which, 
you are at liberty to seek your frigate, and to return to your 
own flag." 

Chnch stared as if he did not, or eould not, beheve what he 
heard — then the truth flashed on his mind, and ho burst into 
teirs Thro igh ut that d'lj his feehngs had been m extremes, 
ho[e once m ro openmij i loni, vita of hippness for the 
tUture thi )ugh the len wed confide i e an 1 ad\iw of his cap- 
tain Thus tar he hid d ne well and it wis by striving to do 
Rtll better that he hid fallen mt the hands of the enemy. 
Foi a " ngle moment the beautiful faVnc which reuved hopes 
had been mdustnoualy weaving throughout the day was torn 
mto tatl«rs The bndneis of Piouls manner however, his 
words and th expltnitions ff Itl uel removed i mountain 
from his breast xnd h became qu te uumanned There is 
none so del ased as not to retain gi mmenugs of the bright 
spint th^t IS i.ssoiiated with the grosser part iles of their mate- 
nal nature Chnch had m him the hving consciousness that he 
was capable of better thii gs and he endured moments of deep 
anguish, as the image of the patient, self devoting, ind constant 
Jane rose before his mind's eye to reproach him with his weak- 
nesses. 

It is true that she never made these repreaches in terms ; so 
fat from that, she wouid not even believe the slanders of those 
she mistook for his enemies ; but Clinch eould not always quiet 
the spirit within him, and he often felt degraded as he remem- 
bered with how much more firmness Jane supported the load of 
hope deferred, than he did himselt The recent interview with 
Cuffe had aroused all that remained of ambition and self-respect, 
and ho had left the ship that morning witJi a full and luauly 
determination to refoim, and to make one continued and 
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perseveriug eflbrl to obtain a commission, and with it Jane. 
Then followed capture and the moment of deep despair. But 
liaoul's generosity removed the load, and agdn the prospect 
brightened. 
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CHAPTER _..i. 



long ilrawD hrealh," 



Raoui. soon decided on his couree. \VLile he vias consoling 
Cliach, orders had been sent to Pintard to look for the other gig ; 
but a few minutes' search under the cliffe satisfied those on deck 
that she was not to be found ; and the fact was so reported 
below. Nor could all Ithuel's ingenuity estract from the cap- 
tured boat's crew any available information on the subject. 
There was an esprit de corps among the Proseipines, as between 
their owu ship and le Feu-Follet, which would have withstood, 
on an occasion like this, both threats and bribes ; and he (rf the 
Granite state was compelled to g^ve the matter up as hopeless ; 
though, in so doing, ho did not fail to ascribe the refiisal to 
betray tiieir shipmates, on the part of these men, to EngUsh 
obstinacy, rather than to any creditable feebng. ' The disposition 
to unpute the worst to those he hated, however, was not peculiar 
to Ithuel or his country ; it being pretty certain he would have 
fered no better on board the English frigate, under circumstances 
at all anali^us. 

Satisfied, at length, that the other boat had escaped him, and 
feeling the necessity of getting out of the Bay while it was still 
dark, Kaoul reluctantly gave the order to bear up, and put the 
lugger dead belbre the wind, wing-and-wing. By the time this 
was done, the Ught craft had turned so far to windward as to 
he under the noble rocks that separate the piano of Sorrento from 
the shores of Vico ; a bold promontory, tliat buttresses the sea, 
with a wall of near or quite a thousand feet in perpendienlai 
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height Here she felt the fall force of the land-wind ; and when 
her helm was put up, and her sheets eased off, a bird turning on 
the wing would not have come round more gracefully, and 
scarcely with greater velocitj'. The course now lay from point 
to point, in order to avoid being becalmed within the indenta- 
tions of the coast. This carried the lugger athwai't the cove of 
Son'ento, rather than into it, and, of course, left Tetverton, who 
had landed at the smaller marina, quite out of the line of her 

So swift was the progress of the little craft, that within fifteen 
minutes after bearing up, Kaoul and Ithuel, who again occupied 
their stations on the forecastle, saw the headland where tliey 
had so lately been concealed, and ordered the helm a-pott, in 
order to sheer out and ^ve it a hei'th. Then rock was passed 
after rock, cove after cove, and village after rillage, mitil the 
entrance between Capri and Campanella was again I'eached. 
In sweeping down the shore in this manner, the intention was 
to pick up any boat that might happen to be in the lu^^er'a 
track ; for, while Raoul was disposed to let his prisoner go, he 
had a strong desire to seize any other officers of the fiigate that 
might fall in Lb way. The search was ineffectual, howevw; 
and when the lugger came ont into the open sea, all expectation 
of further success, of this nature, was reluctantly abandoned. 

As le Feu-Follet was now in dangerous proximity to thi'co 
cruisers of the enemy, the moment was one that called for 
decision. Fortunately, the positions of the English vessels were 
known to Baoul, a circumstance that lessened the danger, cer- 
t(unly ; but it would not do to continue long within a league of 
their anchorage, with the risk of the land breezes failing. As 
yet the darkness, and the shadows of the Lind, concealed the 
privateer, and her commander determined, if not literally to 
make hay while the sun shone, at least to profit by its absence. 
With this view, then, he ordered the lugger hove-to, the boat of 
Chnch hauled to the lee gangway, and the prisoners to be all 
brought on deck ; the common men in the waist, and the 
master's mate aft. 

18* 
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" Here I must lose tha pleasure of your company, Monsieur 
Clinch," said Raoul, with a courtesy that may almost be termed 
national. "We are quite as neBr.votre belle Proserpine as is 
safe, and /long for noire belle France. The wind is feir to. 
take us off the coast, and two houra will carry us out of sight, 
even were it noon-day. You will have the complaisance to 
make my duty to Monsieur Ouffe — oui, pardie ! and to ces braves 
Ilalims 1 ho a e 60 mu h ze amis of Sir Sniees ! Touthez-la." 

Eaoul h he 1 for 1 s heart v s light, and sundry droll con- 
ceits danced thru ^h his brain \3 for Clinch, the whole was 
Greek to h m w th the except n that he undei'stood it was the 
intention of the French to t^ke their vessel off the coast, a dr- 
cumstan e that he as n t urry to leatn,- though he would 
have gi en so mu h -j f w 1 ours earlier, to have known where 
to find h T Eaoul s ^enerosty had worked a revolution in 
liis fechngs, how eve , and nothm^, was further fiom his wishes, 
now, than to be employed against the celebrated privateersnian. 
Still, he had a duty to perform to the service of which he was a 
member, another to Jane, and a last to himself. 

" Captain Yvard," said the master's-mate, taking tJie other's 
offered hand, " I shall never forget this kindness on your part ; 
it comes at a most fortunate moment for me. My happiness in 
this world, and perhaps in the world -to come," — an ejaciilalion 
of " bah 1 " involuntarily escaped the listener — " depended on 
my being at liberty. I hold it to be fair, however, to tell you 
the whole truth. I must do all I can to capture or destioy this 
very lugger, as well as any other of the king's enemies, as soon 
as I am my own master again." 

" Boa ! — I like your frankness, Monsieur Clinch, as mudi as 
I like your humanity. I always look for a brave enemy when 
Ji» Anglais comes against me ; if you are ever in the number, 
I shal] expect nothing worse." 

" It will be my duty. Captain Yvard, to report to Captain Cuffe 
where I found the Folly, where I left her, and where I think she 
is steering ! Even youi' armament^ crew, and ail such httle par- 
ticulars, I shall be questioned on ; I must answer h 
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"M/m eher, you are ' honest fellow,' as you Anglws say. T 
wish it was noon-day, that you might better see our deck — Le 
Feu-Follet is not ugly, that she should wish to wear a veil. 
Tea everything, Clinch, mon brave ; if Monsieur Cuffe wish to 
send another [®rty ag^nst our lugger, come in the first boat en 
persontte. We shall aiwaj's be happy to see Monsieun Qhnch. 
As for where we steer, you see our head is towards la: belle 
France ; and there is plenty of room for a long chase. Adiew, 



Clinch now shook bands heartily with all the ofiicera; again 
expressed his sense of the hberalJty with which he was treated, 
and this, too, with emotion ; then he followed his people into 
the boat, and pulled away from the lugger's side, holding his 
course towards the light which was still burning on board the 
Proserpine, At the same time le Feu-Fo!let filled, and soon 
fljsappeared from his Byes in the darkness, running off wing- 
and-wing, and steering west, as if really making the best of her 
way towards the Straits of Bonifeiao, on her road to France, 

But, in fact, Raonl had no such intention. His cruise was 
not up, and his present positio'n, surrounded as he was with 
enemies, was full of attraction' to one of his temperament. Only 
the day before he had appeared in the disguise of a lazzarone, 
he had captured, manned, and sent to Marseilles, a valuable 
store-ship ; and he knew that another was hourly expected in 
tie bay. This was an excuse to his people for temMuing where 
they were. But the excitement of constantiy running the 
gauntlet^ the pleasure of demonstrating the superior sailing of 
his lugger, the opportunitiffl for distinction, and every other 
professional motive, were trifling, as compared with the tie 
which boimd him to, the feeling that unceasingly attracted him 
towards Ghita. "With his love, also, there began to mingle a 
sensation approaching to despair. "While Ghita was so gentie, 
and even tender, with him, he had ever found her consistent, 
and angularly firm in her principles. In their recent dialc^ea, 
some that we have forborne to relate on account of'their peculiar 
diacader, Ohita had expressed her reluctance to trust her &te 
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with one whose God was not her God, with a distjiictneas and 
force (Jjat left no doubt of the aeriousoesis of her views, or of her 
aWity ftt austaJn them in acts. What rendered her resolution 
more impressive, was tJie ingenuous manner with which she 
never hesitated to admit Kaoul's power over Iier afiectiona, . 
leaving no pretext for the common-place supposition that the 
^rl was acting. The conversation of that night weighed heavily 
on the heart of tho lover, and he could not snmmon sufficient 
resolution to part — perhaps tor months — with such an apparent 
breach between him and his hopes. 

As soon as it was known, therefore, that the lugger was liir 
enough at sea to be out of sight from the boat of Clinch, she 
came by tho wind on the larboard tack again, heading up 
towards the celebrated ruins of Psestum, on the eastern Sliore of 
tie Bay of Salerno. To one accustomed to the sea, there would 
not have seemed sufficient wind to urge even that light eratt 
along, at the rate with which she glided, through the water. 
But the land breeze was chained with the damps of midnight ; 
the canvas was thickened &om the same cause ; and the propel- 
ling power had nearly double Its appai'ent force. Ip an hcnir 
after hauling up, lo Feu-Follet tacked, quite eight miles distant 
from tiie spot where she altered her direction, and far enough 
to windward to lay her course in directly for the clitfe beneath 
the village of St. Agata, or the present residence of Ghita. In 
proceeding thus, Raoul had a double intention before him. 
English ships were constantly passing between Sicily, Malta, 
and Naples ; and, as tliose bound nortli would naturally draw 
in with the land at tiiis jioint, his position might enable him to 
strike a sudden blow, with the return of day, should any suita- 
ble vessel;be in the offing next morning. Then he hoped for a 
signal from Ghita at least — and such things- wore very dear to 
his heart; or, possibly, anxiety and affection might bring her 
down to the wat«r-side, when.another interview would be poasi- 
Ue. This was the weakness of passion ; and naoul submitted 
to its power. Tike feebler-mindtd and less resolute men, the herg 
becoming httle better than the \'ulgai' herd undsr its influence. 
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The two or three last days and nights had been hours of 
extreme anxiety and care to the officers and crew of tlie lugger, 
as well as to their commander, and all on hoard hegan to feel 
the necessity of sleep. As for Ithuei, he had been in his ham- 
mock an hour ; and Raoul now thought seriously of following 
his example. Giving his instructions to the young lieutenant 
who was in charge of the deck, our hero went below, and in a 
few minutes he was also lost to present hopes and fears. 

Everything seemed propitious to the lugger and the inten- 
tions of her commander. The wind went down gradually, until 
there was little more than air enough to keep steers^-way on 
the vessel, while the ripple on the water disappeared, leaving 
nothing behind it but the long, heavy grouud-swell that always 
stirs the bosom of the ocean, like the heariug respiration of 
some gigantic animal. The morning grew darker, but the sur- 
face of the gulf was glassy and tranquil, leaving no immediate 
motive for watchfulness or care, 

lliese are the lethargic moments of a seaman's life. Days 
of toil bring nights of drowsiness ; and the repose of nature 
presents a constant temptation to imitate her example. The 
I'eaction of excitement destroys the disposition to indulge in the 
song, the jest, or the tale ; and the mind, like the body, ii dis- 
posed to rest from its labors. Even the murmunQg wash of the 
water, as it rises and lalls against the vessel's sides, sounds like 
a lullaby, and sleep seems to be the one great blessing of esist- 
ence. Under such drcumstaiices, therefore, it is not surprising 
that the watch on the deck of the lugger indulged this neces- 
saiy want. It is permitted to the common men to doze at sucli 
moments, while a few are on the alert ; but even duty, in the 
absence of necessity, fecb its task to be irksome, and difficult of 
performance. Look-out after look-out lowered his head ; the 
young man who. was seated on the arm-chest aft began to lose 
his consciousness of present things, in dreamy recollections of 
Provence, his home, and the ^rl of his youthful admiration. 
The seaman at^the helm alone kept his eyes open, and all hia 
fitculties on the alert This is a station in which vigilance is 
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ever I'equired ; and it somclimes happens in vessels where the rigid 
discipline of a regulai- service does not exist, that others rely so 
much on the circumstance, that they forget their own duties, in 
depending on the due discharge of his, by the man at the wheel. 

Sueb, to a certain degree, was now the feet on boai'd le Feu- 
Follet, One of the best seamen in the lugger ivas at the helm, 
and each individual felt satisfied that no shift of wind could 
occur, DO change of sails become necessary, that Antoine would 
not be there to admonish them of the circumstance. One day 
was so much like another, too, in that tranquil season of the 
year, and in tliat luxurious sea, that all on hoard knew the 
I'^jular mutations that the hours produced. The southerly air 
in the morning, the zephyr in the afternoon, and the land wind 
at night, were as much mattere of course as the rising and set- 
ting of the sun. No one felt apprehension, while all submitted 
to the influence of a want of rest, and of the drowsiness of the 
climate. 

Not 80 with Antoine. His hairs were grey. Sleep was no 
longer so necessary to him. He had much pride of calling, 
too ; was long experienced, and possessed senses sharpened and 
rendered critieal by practice and many dangers. Time and 
again did he turn his eyes towards Campanella, to ascertain if 
any signs of tJie enemy were in sight ; the obscurity preveiited 
anything fi'oni being visible but the dark outline of the high 
and rock-bound coast. Then he glanced his eyes over the deck, 
and felt how completely everything depended on hii own \igi 
lance and feithfulness. The look at the sails and to windward 
brought no cause for uneasiness, however ; and, presuming on 
hia isolation, he began to sing, in suppressed fonca, an air of 
the Troubadours ; one that he had learned in chddhood, m his 
native Umgue dn midi. Thus passed the minute until Antoine 
saw the first gUmmerings of morning, peeping out of the dark- 
nras, that came above the mountain-tops that lay in the vicinity 
of Eboh. Antoine felt solitary; he was not sorry to greet these 
symptoms of a return b> the animation and copimunion of a 
new day. 
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"Hist! mm lieutenant/^' whispered the old mariner, 
Jnwilling to expose the drowsiness of his young superior to 
the gaze of the common men ; " mon limlenanl— 'tis J, An- 

"Eh!— 6aA/ — Oh, Antoim, est-ce-que toi? Bon — what 
would you have, mon ami ?" 

" I hear the surf, I think, mon. luutenant. Listen — is not 
tliat the water striking on the rocks of the shore ?" 

"Jamais I You see the land is a mile from us; this coast 
has no shoals. The captain told us to stand dose in, before we 
hove to or caKed him. Pardie /— Antoine, how the little witch 
has travelled in my watch ! Here we are, within a musket's 
range from the heights, yet there has been no wind." 

" Pardon, mon lieutenant — I do not like that sound of the 
surf; it is too near for the shore. Will you have the kindness 
to step on the forecastle and look ahead, monsieur ? — the light 
is beginning to be of use." 

The young man yawned, stretched his ai-ms, and walked for- 
ward ; the first to indulge himself, the first, also, to relieve the 
uneasiness of an old shipmate, whose experience he respected. 
Stiil his step was not as quick as common, and it was near a 
minut« ere he reached the bows, or before he gained the knight- 
heads. But his form was no sooner visible there, than he waved 
his arms fi'antically, and shouted in a voice that reached the 
recesses of the vessel — 

" Hard up — hard up with the helm, Antoine — ease off the 
sheets, mes en/am!" 

Le Feu-Follet rose on a heavy ground-swell at that moment ; 
in the next she settled down with a shock resembling that 
irhich we experience when we leap and alight sooner than was 
expected. There she lay cradled in a bed of rocks, as immov- 
able as one of the stones around her ; — stones that had mocked 
the billows of the Mediterranean, within the known annaki of 
man, more than three thousand years. In a word, the lugger 
had struck on one of those celebrated islets under the heights 
of St. Agata, known as the Islands of the Sirens, and which are 
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bebeved to liave been commemorated bj the oldest of all tha 
living profene writers, Homer himself. The blow was hardly 
^ven, before Eaoul appeared on deck. The vessel gave up all 
that had life in her, and she was at once a scene of alarm, 
activity, and exertion. 

It is at such a moment as this, that the most useful qualities 
of a naval captmn render themselves apparent Of all around 
him, Raoul was the calmest, the most collected, and the best 
> issue (he orders that had become necessary. He 
sclamations — uttered i:ot a word of reproach — cast 
not even a glance of disapprobation on any near him, Tlie 
mischief was done ; the one tiling needful was to repair it, if 
possible, leaving to the future the cares of disciplme, and the 
dmfribution of rewards and punishments. 

" She is as feat anchored as a cathedral, mon 1 cute ii t 1 e 
quietly observed to the veiy officer through v hose rem =st ess 
(he accident had occun'ed ; " I see no use in tl se sail Takfl 
them in at once ; they may set her further on tl e to k, si o Id 
she happen to hft" 

The young man obeyed, every nerve in his body a^tated by 
the sense of delinquency. Then ho walked aft, cast one look 
around him at the desperate condition of the lugger, and, with 
the impetuosity of character that belongs to his country, he 
■plunged into the sea, from which his body never re-appeared. 
The melancholy suidde was immediately reported to Kaonl. 

" Mori" — was the answer. " Had he done it an hour earlier, 
le Feu-Follet would not have been set up on these rocks, like a 
vessel in a ship-yard — taais, mes enfam, couroffe ! — We'll yet 
see if our beaulaful lu^;er cannot be saved." 

If there were stoicism and bitterness in this answer, there was 
not deliberate cruelty. Kaoul loved his lugger, next to Ghita, 
before all things on earth ; and, in his eyes, the feult of wreck- 
ing her in a calm was to be classed among the unpai'dotable 
sms. Still, it was by no means a rare occurrence. Ships, like 
men, are often cast away by an excess of confidence ; and our 
own coast, one of the safest in the known world for the prudent 
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marinei' to approach, on account of the regularity of ila sound- 
ings, has many a tale to tell of diaasters similai' to this, which 
have occurred simply because no signs of danger were apparent 
Our hero would not have excused himself for such negligence, 
and that which self-love will not induje us to pai'don, will 
hardly be conceded to philanthropy. 

The pumps were sounded, and it was ascertained that the 
lugger had come down so easily into her bed, and lay there 
with so httle ^trjuning of her seams, that she continued tight aa 
a bottle. This left all the hope which circumstances would 
allow, of still saving the vesaeL Raonl neglected no useful 
precaution. By this time the hght was strong enough to 
enable him to see a felucca coming slowly down from Salerno, 
before the wind, or all that was still left of the night air, and he 
despatched Ithnel with an armed boat to seize her, and bring 
her alongside of the rocks. He took this course with the 
double purpose of using the prize, if practicable, in getting his 
own vessel oS, or, in the last resort, of making his own escape, 
and that of his people, in her to France. He did not conde- 
scend to explain his motives, however ; nor did any one 
presume to inquire into them. Eaonl was now strictly a 
commander, acting in a desperate emergency. He even 
succeeded in suppressing the constitutional volubility of his 
countrymen, and in substituting for it the deep, attentive 
silence of thorough discipline ; one of the great causes of his 
ovra unusual success in maritime enterprises. To the want o ' 
this very silence and attention may be ascribed so many of 
those naval disasters which have undeniably befallen a people 
of singular enterprise and courage. Those who wish them well 
will be glad to learn that the evil has been, in a great n 



As soon aa the boat was sent to seize the felucca, the yawl 
was put into the water, and Raonl himself began to sound 
around the lugger. The rocks of the Sirens, as the islets are 
called to this day, are sufficiently elevated above the surface of 
the S(*a to be visible at some distance ; though, lying in a line 
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with the coast, it would not have been easy for the look-outs of 
le Feu-Follet to discern them at the hour when she struck, even 
had they been on the alert. ITio increasing light, however, 
enabled the French fully to ascertain their positaon, and to 
learn the extent of the evil. UTie lugger had been lifted into a 
crevice between two of the rocks, by a ground-swell heavier 
tbmi common ; and though there was deep water all around 
her, it would be impossible to get her afloat a^n without 
lightening. So long as the wind did not blow, and the sea did 
not i-ise, she was safe enough ; but a swell that should force 
the hull to rise and (all, would inevitably cause her to bilge. 
These facia were learned in five minutes after the yawl was in 
the water, and much did Raoul rejoice at having so promptly 
sent Ithuel in quest of the felucca. The rocks were next recon- 
noitred, m order to ascertdn what feeilities they offered to fiivor 
the discharging of the vessel's stores. Some of them were high 
enough to protect articles fi'om the wash of the water, but it is 
ai, al! times difficult to lie alongside of rocks that are exposed to 
the open sea ; the heaving and setting of the element, even in 
calms, causing the elevation of its surfece so much to vary. On 
the present occasion, however, the French found less swell than 
common, and that it was possible to get their stores ashore at 
two or three different points. 

Raoul now directed the work to commence in earnest. The 
lugger carried four boats; viz — a launch, a cutter, the yawl, and 
a jolly-boat. The second had been sent after the felucca, with 
a strong crew in her; but the three others were employed in 
discharging stores, itaoul perceived at once that the moment 
was not one for half-way measures, and that large sacrifices 
must be made, to save the huU of the vessel. This, smd the 
safety of his crew, were the two great objects he kept before 
him. All his measures were directed to that end. The water 
was started in the lugger's hold by staving the casks, and the 
pump were set in motion as soon as possible. Provisions of 
all sorts were cast into the sea, for le Feu-Follet had recently 
supphed herself from a prize, and was a Uttle deeper than her 
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best trim aUowed. In sliort, everything that could be spared 
was thrown overboard, barely a suffidencj* of food and water 
being rebuned to last the people until they eould reach Coreica, 
whither it was their captain's intention to proceed, the moment 
he got hia vessel afloat. 

The Mediterranean has no reguiai' tides, though the water 
rises and falb materially, at irregular inten-als ; either the effect 
of gales, or of the influence of the adjacent seas. This circum- 
stance prevented the calamity of having gone ashore at high 
water, while it also prevented the mariners from profiting by 
any flood. It left them, as they had been placed by the acci- 
dent itself, mainly dependent on their own csertions. 

Under such circimistances, then, our hero set about the 
dischai^ of his responsible duties. An hour of active toil, 
well directed and perseveringly continued, wrought a material 
change. The vessel was small, wlule the number of hands was 
relatively large. At the end of the time mentioned, the officer 
charged with the duty, reported that the hull moved under the 
power of the heaving sea, and that it might soon be expected 
to strike with a force to endanger its planks and ribs. This 
was the sign to cease discharging, and to complete the prepara- 
tions that had been making for heaving the lugger off, it being 
unsafe to delay that process after the weight was aufSeiently 
lessened to allow it. The launch had carried out an anchor, 
and was already returning towards the rocks, paying out cable 
as it came in. But the deptii of the water rendered this an 
anxious service, since thei'c was the danger of dra^ng the 
ground-tackle home, as it is termed, on account of the angle at 
which it lay. 

At this moment, with the exception of the difficulty last 
named, everything seemed propitious. The wind had gone 
down entirely, the southerly air having lasted but a short time, 
and no other succeeding it. The sea was cer^nly not more 
disturbed than it had been all the morning, which was at its 
minimum of motion, while the day promised to be cahn and 
dear. Nothing ytas in aght but the felucca, and she was not 
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only in Ithuel's possession, but she had drawn within half a miJe 
of the rocks, and wgs sweeping atill nearer at each instant. In 
fen minutes she must come alongside. Raoul had ascertained 
that there was water enough, where le Feu-Follet lay, to permit 
a vessel like his prize to touch her ; and many things lay on 
deck, in readiness to be transfeiTcd to this tender, previously to 
beginning to heave. The rocks, too, were well garnished with 
casks, cord^e, shot, ballast, and such other articles as could bo 
come at — the ai'inament and ammunition excepted. These last 
our hero always treated with reli^ous care, for in all ho did 
there was a latent determination resolutely to defend himseE 
But there were no signs of any such necessity's being likely to 
occur, and the officers began to flatter themselves vdth their 
abiUty to get their lugger afloat, and in saiUng trim, before the 
usual afternoon's breeze should set in. In wsuting, therefore, 
for the arrival of the felucca, and, iu order that the work might 
meet with no inteiTuptJon when the men once began to heave, 
the people were ordered to get their breakfests. 

This pause in the proceedings gave Raoul an opportunity to 
look about him, and to reflect Twenty times did he turn his 
eyes ansiously towards the heights of St. Agata, where there 
eiusted subjects equally of attraction and apprehension. It is 
scarcely necessaiy to say that the first was Ghita ; while the 
last arose from the fear that some curious eye might realise 
the lug^r, and report her condition to the enemies known to 
be lying at Capri, only a league or two on the other side of the 
hills. But all was seemingly tranquil there, at that early hour; 
and die lugger making very little show when her canvas was 
not spi'ead, there was reason to hope that the accident was as 
yet unseen. The approach of the felucca would probably betray 
it; though the precaution had been taken to order Ithuel to 
show no signs of naljonal character. 

Eaoul Yvard was a very different man, at this moment of 
leisure and idleness, from what he had been a few houre earUer. 
Then he trod the deck of his little cruiser with some such feel- 
ings as the man who exults in hja strength, and rejoices in hia 
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youth. Now he felt as all are apt to feel who are rebuked by 
misfortunes and disease. Nevertheless, bis character bad lost 
none of its high chivalry ; and even there, as he sat on the 
taffrail of the stranded Feu-Follct, he meditated carrying some 
stout Englishman by surprise and boarding, in the event of his 
not succeeding in getting off the lugger. The felucca would 
gi'eatly aid sucli an enterprise; and bis crew was strong 
enough, as well as suffteiently trained, to promise success. 

On such an expedient, even, was be ruminating, as Ithuel, in 
obedience to an order given through tbe trumpet, brought hia 
prize alongside, and secured her to tbe lugger. The men who 
had accompanied the American were now dismissed to tbeir 
morning's meal, while Eaoul invited their leader to share his 
frugal repast where he sat. As tbe two broke their fests, ques- 
tions were put and answered, concerning what had ogcurred 
during tbe hour or two the parties bad been separated. Raoul's 
tale was soon told; and then be learned with concern tbat 
the crew of tbe felucca bad taken to their boat, and escaped to 
the landing of tbe Searicatojo, on finding that tbe capture of 
their vessel was inevitable. This proved that the character of 
the wreck was known, and left but little hope that tbeir situa- 
tion would not be reported to tbe English, in the course of the 
morning. 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 



all IhlngB nndet he 



The intelligence communicated by Ithuel essentially altered 
Raoul's views of his actual situation. An active man might go 
ftora lie Marinella, at the foot of the Scaricatojo, or the place 
where the crew of the felucca had landed, to the Marina Grande 
of Sorrento in an hour. At the latter beach, boats were always 
to be found, and two hours more would carry the messenger, by 
water, to the ships off Capri, even in a calm. The first of these 
important hours had now elapsed some time ; and he could not 
donbt that vigorous aims were already employed in pulling 
across the few leagues of water that separated the island from 
the shores of Sorrento. The day was calm, it is true; and it 
would be impossible to move the ships ; but two frigates and a 
heavy sloop-of-war might send such a force against him in boats, 
as, in his present situation, would render resbtance next to 

Itaoul ceased eating, and, standing on the taflrail, he cast 
anxious looks around him. His sturdy followers, ignorant of all 
the dangers by which they were environed, were consuming 
their morning's meal with the characteristic indifference to 
danger that marks the ordinary conduct of seaaaen. Even 
Ithuel, usually so sensitive on the subject of English power, and 
who had really so much to apprehend, should he ag^n fall into 
the hands of the Proseipiines, was masticating his food witii the 
keen relish of a man who had been hard at work the whole 
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morning;. All appeared unconscious of tbeiv critical condition; 
and to Raoul it seemed as if the entire j'esponsibiiity rested on 
his own ehoTiliiers, Fortunately, he was not a man to shrink 
from his present duties; and he occupied the only leisure 
moment that would be likely to offer that day, in deliberating 
on his resources, and in maturing his plans. 

The armament still remained in the lugger, hut it was doubt- 
ful if she would float without removing it; and, admitting this 
necessity, the question arose of what was to be done with it, in 
order to render it available, in the event of an attack. Two, or 
even four of the light guns might be worked on the decks of the 
felucca; and here he determined they should be immediately 
placed, with a proper supply of cartridges and shot. Twenty 
men thrown into that light cvsH, which Ithuel reported as soling 
and sweeping well, might prove of the last importance. Then 
one of the islets had a ruin on it, of what was believed to bo an 
ancient temple. It is true, these ruins were insignificant, and 
scaicely visible at any distance ; but, on a close examination, 
and by using some of the displaced stones with judgment, it 
was possible to entrench a party behind them, and make a stout 
resistance against light missiles, or such as boats would most 
probably use. Kaoul got into the yawl, and sculled himself to 
this spot, examining the capabihties with care and judgment. 
After this, his mode of proceeding was matured to his own 
satisfaction. 

The usual time had been consumed, and the hands were 
"turned to;" each officer receiving the orders necessary to the 
discharge of the duty confided to his particular superintendence. 
As Ithuel had captured the felucca, Raoul felt it right to intrust 
him with the command of the prize. He was directed to take 
on board the nmianient and ammunition necessary to a defence, 
to mount the guns in the best manner he could, and to make 
all the other fighting preparations ; while another gang struck 
into the felucca's hold sneh articles from the lugger as it was 
desirable to save. 

Another party^ under the fii'st-lieulenant, landed the remaindei 
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of the light carronades, pieces of twelve pounds ooly, with the 
proper store?, and commenced the arrangements to place them 
in hatfery among the ruins. A small supply of food and water 
was also transferred to this islet 

"While these dispositions were in progress, Raoul himself, 
assisted by his sailing-master, prepared to heave the lugger off 
the rocks. To this, at present the most important duly, our 
hero gave his peisonal inspection ; for it required skill, judg- 
ment, and caution. The physical force of the crew was reserved 
to aid in the attempt. At length everjtliing was ready, and 
the instant had arrived when the momentous trial was to be 
made. ITie lu^er had now been ashore quite four hours, and 
the snn had been up ftiUy three. By this time, Eaoul calculated 
tliat the English, at Capii, knew of his misfortune, and little 
leisure remained in which to do a vast deal of work. The h ands 
were all summoned to the hare, therefore, and the toil of heav- 
ing commenced, 

As soon as the cable got the strain, Raoul felt satisfied that 
the anchor would hold. Fortunately, a fluke had taken a rock, 
a circumstance that could be known only by the result ; hut, so 
long as the iron held together, there was no danger of that 
material agent's failing them. ITie last part of the process of 
lightening was now performed as rapidly as possible, and then 
came the trial-heave at the bars. Every effort was fruitless, 
however, inch being gained after inch, until it seemed as if the 
hemp of the cable were extending its minutest fibres, without 
the hull's moving any more than the rocks on which it lay. 
Even the boys were called to the bars ; hut the united force of 
all hands, the officers included, produced no change. There 
was an instant when Raoul fancied hia best course would be to 
set fire to the hulk, get on board the felucca, and sweep off to 
the southward, in season to avoid the expected visit from the 
English. He even called his officers together, and laid the 
pi'oposition before them. But the project was too feebly urged, 
and it met with too bttle response in the breasts of his auditors 
to be successful The idea of abandoning that beautiful mid 
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faultless littie craft was too painful, while the remotest hope of 
preserving it remained. 

Raoul had measured his hours with the acemacy of a pru- 
dent general. It was now almost time for the English hoata to 
appear, and he began to hope that the iNeapolitans had made 
the great mistake of sending their information to the fleet off 
Maples, rather than carrying it to the ships at Capri. Should 
it prove so, he had still the day before him, and might reljre 
under cover of the night. At all events, the lugger could not 
he ahandoned without an enemy in sight, and the people were 
again called to the bars for a renewed effort. As water might 
be obtained at a hundred points on the coast, and the distance 
to Coraica was so small, the last gallon had been started and 
pumped out, during the recent pause. 

Oui> hero felt that this was the final effort. The hold of le 
Feu-Follet was hterally empty, and all her spare spars were 
floating among the rocks. If she could not be started now, he 
did not possess the means to get her off. The anchor held ; 
the cable, though stretched to the utmost, stood ; and every 
creature but himself was at the hare. The ground-swell had 
been lessening all the morning, and httle aid was now to be 
had from -the rising of the water. Stili, that little must be 
obtained ; without it, the task seemed hopeless. 

"Get ready, men," cried Raoul, as he paced the taffraiJ, "and 
heave at the woi'd. We will wwt for a swell, then strain every 
nerve till something part. Pas encore, mes enfans — pas encore! 
Stand by I — Yonder comes a fellow who will hft us — heave a 
strain— heave harder — heave, body and soul ! — heave, alto- 
gether ! " 

The men obeyed. First they hove a gentle strmn ; then the 
effort was increased ; and, obedient to the order, just as the 
ground-swell rolled under the lugger's bottom, they threw out 
their utmost strength, and the hull started for the first time. 
This was encoura^ng, though the movement did not exceed six 
indtes. It was a decided movement, and was made in the right 
direction. This success nerved tike people to an increased effort. 
19 
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It was probable that, at the next strain, they would throw a 
tenth more impetus into their muscles. Of all this Raoul was 
aware, aod he determined not to let the feeling flag. 

" Encore, mes en/am / " he said. " Heave, and get ready ! 
Be watehful — now's your time! Heave, and lip the planks off 
the lugger's bottom^heave, men, heave ! '' 

This tjme the effort answered to the emei^eney ; the swell 
rolled in, the men threw out their strength, a surge was felt, it 
was followed up by a strain, and le Feii-Follct shot off her bed 
JBto deep water, rolling, for want of ballast, nearly to her ham- 
mo^-cloths. She soon lay directly over her anchor. 

Here wjB sHCcese ! — triumphant success; and that at a mo- 
ment when the most sanguine had begun to despair. The men 
embraced each other, showing a hundred manifestations of 
eitravi^ant joy. The tears came to Raoul's eyes ; but he had 
no opportunity of concealing them, every officer he had pressing 
wound him to exchange fehcitations. The scene was one of 
h^py disorder. It had lasted two or three minutes, when 
Ithael, always cold and calculating, edged his way through the 
throng to his commander's side, and pointed significantly in the 
direction of Campanella. There, indeed, was risible a division 
of the ffltpected boats. It was pulhng towards them, having 
that moment doubled the cape ! 

Ithuel's gesture was too significant to escape attention, and 
every eye followed its direction. The sight was of a nature not 
to be mistaken. It at once changed the current of feeling in all 
who beheld it. There was no longer a doubt concerning the 
nnfiner in which the news of the accident had travelled, or of 
its effect on the English at Capri. In point of fact, the padrone 
of the captured felucca, with a sole eye to the recovery of his 
vsisel, had ascended the Scarieatojo, after landing at the Mari- 
iMlla, at its hat, as fest as his legs could carry him ; had rather 
rtffi, than glided, along the narrow lanes of the piano and the 
hiU-side bi the beach of Sorrento; had thrown himself into a 
buRt, manned by foiir lusty Sorrentine watermen — and Europe 
does Bot contain lustier or bold^; had gone on board theTerp- 
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sichore, and laid Ids case before Sir Frederick Dashwood, igno- 
rant of the person of the real commanding officer among the 
three ships. The young haronet, though neither very wise nor 
very much experienced in his profession, was exceedingly well 
disposed to seek disljnctdon. It immediately occurred to his 
mind, that the present was a f tting opportunity to gain laurels. 
He was second in rank present, and, in virtue of that diiim, he 
fancied that the first could do no more than send him in com- 
mand of the expedition, which he rightly foresaw Cufie would 
order agiunst the French. Bat tliere aivase a difficulty. As 
soon as Sir Frederick tepoi-tcd the nature of the intelligence he 
had received to his senior captain, and his own wish to be 
employed on the occasion, the rights of Winchester interposed 
to raise a question. Cufie was prompt enough in issuing an 
order for each ship to man and arm two boats, making six in 
all, and in giving the necessary detmls, hut he lost some pre- 
cious time in deciding who was fo command. Tliis was the 
cause of delay, and had given rise to certain hopes in Kaoul, 
that fects were subsequently to destroy. In the end. Sir Frede- 
rick prevailed, hb rank giving him a decided advanti^e ; and 
the division of boats that was now approaching was under his 

Raoul saw he had rather more than an hour to spare. To 
fight the felucca, unsupported, against so many enemies, and 
that in a ealm, was quite out of the question, That small, low 
craft might destroy a few of her assailants, but she would 
inevitably be carried at the first onset. There was not time to 
get the ballast and other equipments into the lu^er, so as to 
render her capable of a proper resistance ; nor did even she 
offer the same advantages for a defence, unless in quick motion, 
as the ruins. It was determined, therefore, to make the best 
disposition of the two vessels that circumstances would allow, 
while the main dependence should be placed on the solid 
defences of stone. With this end, Ithuel was directed to haul 
his felucca to a proper beiih ; the first-lieutenant was ordered 
to get as much on board le Feu-Follet as possible, in readiness 
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to profit by events ; while Kaoul himself selecting thirty of his 
best men, commenced preparing the guns on the rocks for 
active service. 

A single half-hour wi'ouglit a material change in the state of 
things, Ithuel had sncceeded in hauhng the felucca into a 
berth among the islets, where she could not easily be approach- 
ed by boats, and where her carronades might be rendered ex- 
ceedingly useful. Much of the ballast vaa again on board the 
lugger, and a few of her stores, sufficient to render her tolerably 
staf^ in the event of a breeze aprin^ng up ; and Raoul had 
directed the two inside guns of the felucca to be sent on board 
her and mounted, that she might assist in the defence with a 
flanking iire. The great difficulty which exists in man^ng a 
force at anchor, is the opportunity that is ^ven the assMlant of 
choosing his point of attack, and by brining several of the 
vessels in a line, cause them to intercept each other's fire. In 
order to prevent this as much as in his power, Eaoul placed 
his two floating-fcatteries out of line, though it was impossible 
to make such a disposition of them as would not leave each 
exposed, on one point of attack, in a degree greater than any 
other. Nevertheless, the arrangement was so made, that either 
a vessel or the ruins might (ud each craft respeetivoly against 
the assault on her weakest point. 

"When his own guns were ready, and the two vessels moored, 
Raoul visited both the lugger and felucca, to inspect their pre- 
parationa, and to say a cheerful word to their men. He found 
most things to his mind ; where they were not, he ordered 
changes to be made. With the lieutenant, his conversation was 
brief, for that officer was one who possessed much esperience in 
this very sort of warfare, and could be relied on. With Ithuel, 
he was more communicative ; not that he distrusted the citizen 
of the Granite state, but that he knew him to be a man of 
unusual resources, could the proper spirit be aroused within 

"Bi'm, Etooelle," he siud, when the inspection was ended, 
" much will depend on the use you make oPth*e two guns." 
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"I know that, as well ^i ■^ou do yiursel^ Captain Rule," 
answered tlie other, biting jft at least two inches fl'oin half a 
yard of pig-tail; "and, whit « mire I know that I light with 
a rope round my neck. The spiteful dcyiU will hardly overlook 
all that's passed; and though it will hp dead ag'iii 'all law, 
they '11 work out their eend" on ua both if we don't work out 
our eends on them. To my mind the last will he the most 
agreeable, as well aa the most just." 

" Bon / — Do not throw away your shot, Etooelle." 

" I — why. Captain Eulc, I 'm cat'rally economical. That 
would be wasteful, and waste I set down for a sin. The only 
place I calculate on throwing tlie shot, is into the fac,o and eyes 
of the Englbh. For my part, I wish Nelson himself was in 
one of them boats — I wish the man no haim ; but I do wish ho 
was in one of them very boats." 

"And, Etooelle, I do nol. It is bad enough aa it is, mtre 
nous; and Nelson is very welcome to stay on boarf his 
Foudroyant; voila! — The enemy is in council; we shall 
soon hear from them. Adieu, mon ami ; remember our two 



Kaoul squeezed Ithuel's hand, and entered his boat. The 
distance to the min was trifling, but it was necessary to make a 
small circuit in order to reach it. "While doing this, the young 
mariner discovered a boat pulling from the direction of the 
maiinella, at the foot of the Scarieatojo, which had got so near, 
unseen, as, at first, to startle him by its proximity. A second 
look, however, satisfied him that no cause of apprehension 
existed in that quarter. His eye could not be deceived. The 
boat contained Ghita and her uncle ; the latter rowing, and 
the former seated in the stem, with her head bowed to her 
knees, apparently in tears. Raoul was alone, sculling the light 
yawl with a, single hand, and he exerted himself to meet these 
unexpected, and, in the circumstances, unwelcome visitore, aa 
far as possible from the rocks. Presently the two boats lay 
side by side. 

" What means this, Ghita !'' the young n 
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vou not see the English, yonda-, at this moiuen making their 
preparations to attack us ? In a few minutes we shall he in the 
midst of a battle, and thou here !" 

" I see it all, now, Eaoul," was the answer, " though we 
did not on quitting the shore : but we would not turn hack, 
having once come upon the Bay. I was the fii'st in St. Agata 
to ihscover the evil that had befallen thee ; from that moment 
I have never ceased to entreat my uncle, mitil he has consented 
fo come hither." 

"With what motive, GhitaT asked Baoul, with sparkUng 
eyes— "at length thou relentest — wilt become my wife! In 
my adversity, thou reraemberest thou art a woman !" 

" Not exactly that, dear Eaoul ; but I cannot desert thee, 
altogether, in this strait The same objection esista now, I fear, 
that has ever existed to our union ; but that is no reason I 
should not aid thee. We have many friends along the heights, 
here, who will consent to conceal thee ; and I have come to 
carry thee and the American to the shore, until an opportunity 
offer to get thee to thine own France." 

" What ! desert ces braves, Ghita, at a moment like this ! — 
Not to possess thy hand, dearest ^rl, could I be guilty of an 
act so base." 

"Thy situatjon is not theira. Tlie condemnation to death 
hangs over thee, Kaoul ; shouldst thou again fall into English 
hands, there will he no mercy for thee." 

" Asses — this is no moment for argument. The English are 
in motion, and there is barely time for thee to get to a safe 
distance ere they begin to fire. Heaven bless thee, Ghita ! 
This care of thine draws my heart to thee closer than ever ; 
but we must now separate. Signor Giuntotardi, pull more 
towards Amalfi. I see that the English mean to attack as from 
fJie side of the land — pull more towards Amalfi." 

"Thou tellest us this in vain, Raoul," Ghita quietly, but 
firmly answered. "We have not come here on an unmeaning 
errand — if thou refusest to go with us, we will remain with thee. 
These prayers, that thou so despisest, may not prove useless," 
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"Ghita — tliis can never be. We are without cover- 
almost witliout defences — our vessel k unfit to receive tbee, 
and this aftmr will be very different from that off Elba. Thou 
would'st not mllin^y distract my mind with care for ibm, at 
such a moment !" 

" We will remain, Eaoul, There may come a moment when 
thou wilt be glad to have the prayers of believers. God leadeth 
us hither, either to talie thee away, or to remain, and look to 
thy eternal welfare, amid the din of war." 

Kaoid gazed at the beautiful enthusiast, witii aa intensity of 
love and admiration, that even her truthful simplicity had never 
before excited. Her mild eyes were kindling with holy ardor, 
her cbeeks were flushed, and something like the radiance of 
heaven seemed to beam upon her countenance. The young 
man felt that time pressed ; he saw no hope of overcoming hw 
resolution, in season to escape the approaching boats ; and it 
might be, that the two would be safer in some nook of the 
ruins, than in attempting to return to tlie shore. Then, that 
never-dying but latent wish to have Ghita with him, suded hia 
hasty reasoning, and he decided to permit the ^rl and her 
uncle to come upon the islet, that he was to defend in 
person. 

Some signs of impatience had begun to manifest thcmaelves 
among hia people, ere Raoul made up his mind to the course 
he would follow. But^ when he landed, supporting Ghita, that 
chivalry of character, and homage to the sex, which dis- 
tinguish the southern Frenchman, changed the current of 
feeling, and their two acquaintances were received with accla- 
mation. The act of self-devotion seemed heroic, and that ia 
always enough to draw appkuse among a people so keenly 
alive to gbrj'. Still, the time to make the necessary dis- 
positions was short Fortunately, the surgeon had taken his 
post on this islet, as the probable scene of the warmest conflict ; 
and he had contrived to make his preparations to receive the 
hurt, in a cavity of the roek behind a portion of the ruin, where 
the person would be reasonably safe. Kaoul saw the advan- 
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tagee of this position, and he led Ghita and her uncle to it 
williout pausing to deliberale. Here he tenderly embraced the' 
girl, a liberty Ghita could not repel at such a moment ; then ho 
tore himself away to attend to duties which had now become 
uigently pressing. 

In point of fact, Sir Frederick Dashwood had made his 
dispositions, and was advancing to the assault, being already 
within the range of grape. For the obvious reason of prevents 
jng the French from attempting to escape to the shore, he chose 
to approach from that side himself— an arrangement that best 
suited Raoul ; who, foreseeing the probability of the course, 
had made his own preparations with an eye to snch an 

Of boats, there were eight in eight, though only seven were 
drawing near, and were in line. Six had strong erews, were 
armed, and were evidently fitted for action. Of these, three 
had light boat^ns in their bows, while the other three carried 
small-arms-men only. The seventh boat was the Terpsichore's 
gig, with its usual crew, armed ; though it was used by the 
commanding officer himself as a sort of ch£val de bataille, in 
the stricter meaning of the term. In other words, Sir Frederick 
Dashwood pnlled through the line in it, to give his orders and 
encourage his people. The eighth boat, which kept aloot; 
quite out of the range of grape, was a shore craft, belon^ng to 
Capri, in which Andrea Barrofaldi and Vito Viti had come, 
expressly to witness the capture or destruction of their old 
enemy. When Eaonl was taken in the Bay of Naples, these 
two worthies fancied that their mission was ended — that they 
might return with credit to Porto Feri'ajo, and again hold up 
their heads, with dignity and selfcomplacency, among the 
functionaries of the island. But the recent escape, and the 
manner in which they had been connected with it, entirely 
altered the state of things, A new load of responsibility rested 
on their shoulders ; fresh opprobrium was to be met and put 
down; and the last acquisition of ridicule promised to throw 
the first proofe of their simplicity and dulnees entirely into the 
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shade. Had not Griffin and Ha associates b 
the affair, it is probable the vice-goveriiatore and t 
would have been still more obnoxioua to censure ; but as things 
were, the sly looks, open jests and oblique inuendoes of all 
they met in the ship, had determined the honest magistrates to 
retire to their proper pursuits on terra firma, at the earhest 
occasion. In the meantime, to escape persecution, and to 
obtain a modicum o( the glory that was now to be earned, they 
had hired a boat, and accompanied the expeditiun, in the cha- 
racter of amateurs. It formed no pstrt of their plan, however, 
lo share in the combat; a view of its incidents being quit* aa 
much, as Vito Vili sti'ongly maintained when his friend made a 
Bugj!;estion to tie contrary, as was necessary to vindicate their 
conduct and courage in tiie judgment of every Elban. 

" Cospetto !" ho exclaimed, in the warmtJi of opposition — 
" Signor Andrea, your propositions are more in the spirit of an 
unreflecting boy, than in that of a discreet vice-go vematore. If 
we fake swords and muskets into the boat, aa you appear to 
wish, the devil may tempt us to use them ; and what does 
either of us know of such things S The pen is a more befitting 
weapon for a mf^lstrate than a keen-edged sword or a foul- 
smelliag piece of fire-arms. I am amazed that your native 
sensibilities do not teach you this. There is an indecency in 
men's mistaking their duties ; and of all things on earth, heaven 
protect me from ialUng into such an error ! A false position is 
despicable." 

"Thou art wai-m, friend Vito, and that without occasion. 
For my part, I think men should be prepared for any emergency 
that may happen. History is full of examples in which civilians 
and scholars — aye, even churchmen — have distinguished them- 
selves by feats of arms, on proper occasions ; and I confess to a 
philosophical cuiiosity to ascertain the sensations with which 
men seek and expose life." 

"That's your besetting weakness, Signor Andrea, and the 

emei^ncy drives me so far to lose sight of the respect that a 

podesti owes to a vice-govematore, as to feel constrained to tell 

19* 
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you as much. Philosophy plays the very de\'i! with your 
judgment With about half of what you posses, the Grand 
Duke couldn't boast of a more sensible subject. As for history, 
I don't believe anything that's in it; more especially since the 
nations of the north have begun to write it. Italy once had 
histories, but where are they now ? For my part, I never heard 
of a man's fighting who was not regulariy bred to ai'ma, unless 
it might be some fellow who had reason to wish he had never 
been bora." 

"I can name you sevei'al men of letters, in particular, whose 
fame as soli^ers is only eeli(«ed by that earned by their more 
peaceful labors, honest Vito ; Michael Angelo Buonarotti, for 
instance, to say nothing of various warlike popes, cardinals, and 
bishops. But we can discuss this matter after tbo battle is over. 
Thou seest the English are already quitting their ships, and we 
shall be in the rear of the combatants." 

" So much the better, Corpo di Bacco ! Who ever heard of 
an army that carries its brains in its head, like a human being ! 
No, no, Signor Andrea ; I have provided myself with a string 
of beads, which I intend to count over, with aves and pafezs, 
while the firing lasts, like a good Catholic. If you ate so hot, 
and bent on making one in this battle, you may proclaim in a 
loud voice one of the speeches of the ancient consuls and gene- 
rals, such as you will find them in any of the old books." 

Vito Vili prevailed. The Vice^overnatore was obhged to 
leave the arms behind him, and this, too, without making any 
great difference in the result of the day's fighting, inasmuch as 
the boatmen employed, in addition to asking a triple price for 
their time and labor, obstinately refused to go nearer to the 
French than half a league. Distant as this was, however, 
Eaoul, while reconnoitring the enemy with a glass, detected the 
presence of the two Elbans, He laughed outright at the disco- 
very, notwithstanding the many serious reflections that naturally 
pressed upon his mind at such a moment. 

But this was not the time to indulge in raeiriment, and the 
countenance of our hero almost immediately resumed its look 
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of care. Now that lie felt certain of the manner in which the 
English intended to aasoul him, he had new orders to give to all 
his subordinates. As has been said, the principal point was to 
make the different guns support each other. In order to do 
this effectually, it became necessary to spring the lugger's 
broadside round more obliquely towards the felucca; which 
accomplished, Raoul deemed his arrangements complete. 

Then followed the pause which ordinarily prevails between 
preparation and the battle. This, in a vessel, is always a period 
of profound and solemn stillness. So important to concert, 
order, and inteUigent obedience, in the narrow compa^ and 
amid the active evolutions of a ship, does silence become at 
such moments, that one of the first duties of discipline is to 
inculcate its absolute necessity ; and a thousand men shall ba 
seen standing in their batteries, ready to ser\-e the fierce en^nes 
of war, without a sound arising among them all, of sufficient 
force to still the washing of the gentlest waves. It is true, the 
French were not now strictly arrayed for a naval action ; but 
they carried into the present conflict the habile and discipline 
of the peculiar branch of service to which they belonged. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



Our battle will be told with greater clearness, if the reader ia 
fumislied with an outline of its order. As has been more than 
once intimated already, Sir Frederick Dashwood had made all 
his preparations to commence ihe assault from the side of the 
land, the object being to prevent a retreat to the shore. Eaoul 
had foreseen the probability of this, and, ivith a 5|}ecial view to 
prevent the two vessels from being easily boarded, he had caused 
both to be placed in auch positions as left low barriers of rocks 
between them and Uiat quarter of the bay, 'fliese rocks were 
portions that were not visible at any distance, being j ust awash, 
as it is termed, or on a level with the surface of the water ; 
offering the same sort of protection f^fainst an attack in boats, 
that ditches afford in cases of assaults on tciTd firmA. This wai 
A material advantage to the expected defence, rtnd our hero 
showed his discrimination in adopting it. On board the felucca, 
which was named the Holy Michael, was Ithuel with fifteen men, 
and two twelve-pound carronades, with a proper supply of small- 
arms and ammunition. The Granite-man was the only officer, 
though he ha4 with him three or four of the lugger's best men. 

Le Feu-Follet was confided to the care of Jules 3?intard, her 
first-heutenant, who had under his immediate owlers some five- 
and-twenty of the crew, to work four more of the caiTonades, 
The lugger had a part only of her ballast in, and something like 
a third of her stores. The remainder of both still lay on the 
adjacent rocks, in waiting for the result of the day. She was 
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Uiought, however, to be sufficiently steady for any service that 
might be exp«cf«d of her while moored, and might even have 
carried whole sail, in light mad*, with perfect safety. All four 
of her guns were brought over on one side, in readiness to use 
in battery in tlic same direction. By this arrangement the 
French essentially increased their means of defence, bringing all 
their artillery into use at the same lime ; an expedient that 
could not have been adopted had they been fought in broadside. 

Eaoul had planted among the ruins tlie remaining four gnns. 
With the aid of a few planks, the breechings, tackles, and other 
appliances of a vessel, this had been easily effected ; and, on 
reviewing his work, he had great confidence in the permanency 
of his pieces. The ruins themselves were no great matter ; at a 
little distance they were scarcely perceptible ; though, aided by 
the formation of the natural rock, and by removing some of the 
BtJjnes to more lavorabie positions, they answered the purpose of 
the seamen sufficiently well. The carronades were placed en 
barbette ; but a falling of the surfece of the rock enabled the 
men to cover even their heads, by stepping back a few feet. 
The danger would be much the greatest to those whose duty it 
would be to reload. 

The surgeon, Carlo (Jiuutotardi, and Ohita, wei'e established 
in a cavity of the rocks, perfectly protected against missiles, so 
long as the enemy continued on the side nest the land, and yet 
within fifty feet of the battery. Here the former made the nsuat 
bloody-looking if not bloody-minded preparations for applying 
tourniquets and for amputating, all unheeded, however, by his 
two companions, both of whom were lost to the scene around 
them in devout prayer. 

Just as these several dispositions were completed, Ithuel, who 
ever kept an eye to windward, called out to Eaoul, and inquired 
if it might not be well to run the yards up to the mast-heads, 
as they would be more out of the way in their places aloft than 
littering the decks. There was no possible objection to the 
measure, it being a dead calm, and both the lugger and the 
felucca swayed their yards into their places, the sails being 
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bent, and hanging in the brails. This is Ihe ordinaiy state of 
craft of the latter rig, though not alwa)'s that of lu^ers ; and 
the Granite-man, mindful that his own gear was down, in 
ornscqueJice of having been lowered hy her former owners 
previously to the capture, bethought him of the ejfpediency of 
getting ererytJiing ready for a run. He wished the lu^or to be 
in an equal state of preparation, it being plain enough that two 
to be pursued would embarrass the English, in a chase, twice as 
much as one. This was the reason of his su^estion ; and he 
felt happier for seeing it attended to. 

On the other side, all preliminary difficulties had been 
disposed of. Captain Sir Frederick Dashwood was in command, 
and Lientenanfa Winchester and Griffiu, after a few open protes- 
tations, certain giiniaces, and divers secret curses, were fan to 
submit. The discussion, however, had produced one result, not 
altt^ther unfavorable to the Proserpines. Cuffe sent four of 
her boats against the enemy, while he restricted the Terpsichore 
to two, including her gig, and the Ringdove to two. Each 
ship sent her launch, aa a matter of course, with a twelve-pound 
boat-gun on its grating. Winchester was in that of the 
Proserpine ; Mr. Stothard, the second of the other frigate, was in 
the Terpsichore's; and McEean, as of right, commanded the 
Ringdove's. Griffin was in the first cutter of his own ship, and 
Chnch had charge of the second. The third was headed by 
Strand, whose call was to have precedence on the occasion. 
The other boats had subordinates fi'om their respective ships. 
All were in good heart; and, while all expected a severe 
struggle for her, knowing the desperate character of their 
enemy, every man in the boats felt confident that the lugger 
was finally to fall into British hands. Still, a grave con- 
sideration of the possible conseqnences to the actors, nwngled 
with the exultation of the more reflecting men among the 



Sir Frederick Dashwood, who ought to have felt the moral 
responsibility of his command, of all the higher officers present, 
was the most indifferent to consequences. Constitutionally 
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b a p rsonal considerations had litUa influence on him ; 

hab tuall nfident of English prowess, he espected yicfory and 

It a m<tter of courae: and, favored by birth, fortune, 

d pa h m tary interest, he gave himself no trouble as to the 
p b 1 tj t failure, certdn {though not avowing that 
cert nt n to himself) that any little mishap would be 

CO d b J th broad mantle of the accident that had so early 
raised him to the ranlt he held. 

Tn making his dispositions for the fight, however. Sir Frede- 
rick had not disdained the counsels of men older and mote ex- 
perienced tlian himself Cuffe had ^ven him much good 
advice, before they parted, and Winchester and Strand had 
been particularly recommended to him as seamen whose sug- 
gestions might turn out to be useful. 

"I send a master's-mate named Clinch, in chaise of one o( 
our boats, too, Dashwood," added the senior captain, as he con- 
eluded his remarks ; " who is one of the most experienced 
seamen in the Proserpine. He has seen much boat-service, and 
has always behaved himself well. A vile practice of drinking 
has kept the ]KPor fellow under ; but he is now determined to 
make an effort, and I beg you will put him forward to-day, that 
he may have a chance. Jack Clinch has the right sort of stufl 
in him, if opportunities offer to bring it out." 

"I flatter myself, Cuffe, that all hands will meet with oppor- 
tunity enough," answered Sir Frederick, in his drawUng way ; 
" for I intend to put 'em all in together, like a thorough pack 
coming in at the death. I 've seen Lord Echo's harriers so 
close, at the end of a long chase, that you might have covered 
the whole with this ship's main-course; and I intend it shall ha 
so with our boats to-day. By the way, Cuffe, that would be a 
pretty figure for a despatch, and would make Bronte smile— 
ha ! — wouldn't it ?" 

" D n the figure, the harrieis, and the despatch, too. 

Dashwood ; first win the day, before you begin to write poetry 
about it. Brontfe; as you call Nelson, has hghtning in him, as 
well as thunder, and there isn't an admiral in the service, whc 
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cares less for blood and private rank than himself. The way to 
make him smile, is to do a thing neatly and well. For God's 
sake, now, bo careful of the men; — we are short-handed as 
it is, and can 't afford such another scrape as that off Porto 
Ferrajo." 

" Never fear for us, Cuffe ; yow '11 never miss the men I shall 
expend." 

Evety captain had a word to say to his officers ; but none 
other worth recording, with the exc«plJon of what passed 
between Lyon and his firstrlieufenant 

" Ye '11 remember, Airohy, that a ship can have a reputation 
tor economy, as well as a man. There's several of our own 
countrymen about the Admiralty just now ; and next to courage 
and enterprise, they liew the expenditures ivith the keenest 
eyes. I 've known an admiral reach a red ribbon just on that 
one quality ; his accounts showing cheaper ships and cheaper 
squadrons than any in the sfurvice. Ye '11 all do your duties, 
for the honor o' Scotland ; but there 's six or seven Leith and 
Glasgow lads in the boats, that it may be as well not to let 
murder themselves, out of a' need. I 've put the whole of the 
last draft from the river guard-ship into the boati, and with 
them there 's no great occasion to be tender. They 're the 
sweepings of the Thames and Wapping ; and quite half of them 
would have been at Botany Bay before this, had they not been 
sent hem." 

" Does the law about being in sight apply to the boats or 
to the sliips, the day, Captain Lyon V 

" To the boats, man ; or who the de'il do you think would 
sairve in them I It's a pitiful f^ir, altogether, as it has 
turned out ; the honor being Uttle more than the profit, I 
opine ; and yet 't will never do to let old Scotia lag astairn, in a 
hand-to-hand battle. Ye 'U remember, we have a name for 
coming to the claymoi'e ; and so do yer best, every mither's son 
o'ye." 

McBcan grunted assent, and went about his work as metho- 
dically as if it were a sum in algebra. The second lieutenant 
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of the Terpsichore was a young Irishman, with a sweet, musical 
voice ; and, as the boats left the ships, he was with difficulty 
kept in tiie line, straining to move ahead, with his face on a 
grin, and his cheers stimulating the men to undue or unreason- 
able efforts. Such ia an outline of the English materials on 
this occasion ; hoth parties being now ready for the struggle. 
K we add that it was already past two, and that all hands 
began to feel some anxiety on the score of the wind, which 
might soon bo espected, the preiiminaiy picture is sufficiently 
sketched. 

Sir Frederick Dashwood had formed his line abont a mi!e 
within the rocks, with one launch in the centre, and one on 
each extremity. That in the centre was commanded by 
O'Leary, his own second-lieutenant; that on the left of his 
force by McBean, and the one on its right by Winchester. 
O'Leary was flanked by Griffin and Chnch, in the Proserpine's 
cutteis, while the intervals were filled by the remaining boats. 
The captain kept moving about iu his own gig, giring his 
directions, somewhat confusedly, beyond a question ; yet with a 
cheerfulness and indifference of air that aided in keeping ahve 
the general ffait£ de coiur. When all was ready, he gave the 
aignd to advance, puUing, for the first half mile, chivalrously in 
advance of the line, with his own gig. 

Kaoul had noted the smallest movement of the enemy with a 
glass, and with grave attention. Nothing escaped his jealous 
watchfulness; and he saw that Sir Frederick had made a 
capita! ejTor in ihs outset. Had he strengthened his centre, 
by putting all his carronades in the same battery, as it might 
be, the chances for success would have been doubled ; but, by 
dividing them, he so far weakened tlioir effect, as to render it 
eeilain no one of the tlu'ce French batteries could be wholly 
crippled by their fire. This, of course, left the difficult task to 
tlie English of pushing up to their hand-to-hand work, under 
the embai-rassment of receiving constant discharges of grape 
and canister. 

The few minutes that intervened between the order to 
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advwiee, and the moment Vhen the boats got within a quarter 
of a mile of the rock, were passed in a profound quiet, neither 
side making any noise, though Raoul had no small difficulty in 
restraining the constitutional impatience of his own men to 
begin. A boat presents so small an object, however, fo artille- 
rists as little skilled aa seamen generally are, who depend more 
on general calculations than on the direct or scientific aim, the 
latter being usually defeated by the motion of their vessels, that 
he was unwilling to throw away even his canister. A French- 
man himself, however, ho could refrain no longer, and he 
pointed a carronade, firing it with his own hand. This was the 
commencement of tlie strife. All the other guns in the ruin 
followed, and the lu^er kept time as it might be by note. 
The English rose, gave three cheers, and each launch dischaiged 
her gun. At the same instant, the two men who held the 
matches in the felucca, applied them briskly (o the vents of 
their respective pieces. To their surprise, neither exploded, 
and, on examination, it was discovered that the priming had 
vanished. To own the truth, he of the Granite state had slily 
brushed his hand over the guns, and robbed them of this great 
easentdal of their force. He held the priraing-horna in hb own 
hands, and resolutely refused to allow them to pass into those 
of any other person- 
It was fortunate Ithuel was known to be such a determined 
hal«r of the English, else might his life have been the forfeit of 
this seeming act of treachery. But he meditated no such 
dereliction of duty. Perfectly aware of the impossibility of 
preventing his men from firing, did they possess the means, 
this deliberate and calculating personage had resorted to this 
expedient to reserve his own effort, until, in his judgment, it 
might prove the most available. Bis men murmured, but, too 
much escited to deliberate, they poured in a discharge of 
musketry, as the only means of annoying the enemy then left 
them. Even Kaoul glanced aside, a little wondering at not 
hearing the felucca's carronades, but percdving her people busy 
with their fire-arms, he believed all right 
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The first discharge, in such an «ffair, is usually the most 
deatmctive. On the present occasitai, the firing was not with- 
out serious eflects. The English, much the most exposed, 
sufi'ered in proportion. Four men were Iiurt in Winchester's 
boat, two in Griffin's, six or eight men in the other launches 
and cuttci's : and one of Sir Frederick's gig-meu was shot 
through the heart — a circumstance which induced that officer 
to drop alongside of a cutter, and exchange the dead body for a 
Unng man. ^ 

On the rocks, but one man was injured. A round-shot had 
hit a atone, shivered it in iragmenta, and struck down a valuable 
Eeaman, just as he was advancing, with a gallant mien, to sponge 
one of the guns, 

" Poor Josef ! " said Raoul, as he witnessed the man's M ; 
" cany him to the surgeon, ■aies braves." 
" Mon Capitaine, Josef is dead." 

This decided the matter, and the body was laid aside, while 
another stepped forward and sponged the gun. At that moment 
Raoul found leisure to walk a yard or two towards the rear, in 
order to ascertain if the cover of Ghita were sufficient. The ^rl 
was on her knees, lost to all around her ; though, could ho have 
read her heart, he would have found it divided between entreaties 
to the Deity and love for himself. 

The lu^er sustained no harm. O'Leaiy had overshot her, 
in his desire to make his missiles reach. Not even a canister 
had lodged in her spais, or torn her sails. The usual lack 
appeared to attend her, and the people on board fought with 
renewed confidence and zeal. Not so with the felucca, however. 
Here the fire of the EngUsh had been the most deatmctive. 
The wary and calculating McBean had given his attention to 
this portion of the French defences, and the consequences par- 
took of the sagacity and discretion of the man. A charge of 
canister had swept across the felucca's decks, more than dera- 
mating Ithuel's small force; for it actually killed one, and 
woimded three of his party. 

But, the din onco commenced, there was no leisure to pause. 
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The fire was kept up with animation on both sides, and men 
fell rapidly. The boats cheered and pressed ahead, the water 
becoming covered with a wide sheet of smoke. 

In moments like this, the safest course for the assailants b to 
push on. This the English did, firing and cheering at every 
fathom they advanced, but suffering also. The constant dis- 
charge of the carronades, and (he total absence of wind, soon 
caused a body of smoke to colleot in front of the rock, while the 
English brought on with them anWher, trailing along the water, 
the effect of their own fire. The Wo shrouds soon united, and 
tlien there was a minute nhen the boats could only be seen 
with indistinctness. This was Ithuel's moment. Perceiving 
that the ten or twelve men who remained to him were engrossed 
with their musketa, he pointed the two carronades himsel;^ and 
piimed them from the honis which he had never quitted. For 
the felucca he felt no present concern. Winchester and all the 
boats in the centre of the English line wore mcst in advance, 
the fire of the ruins urging them to the greatest exertion. Then 
McBean, besides being more distant, could not cross the rock in 
front of the felucca without making a c rcu t, an 1 he must, as 
yet, be ignorant of the existence of the mped me t Ithuel was 
cool and calculating by nature, as veil as b\ 1 ab t ; but this 
immunity from present risk probaHy nc ease 1 the mmediate 
possession of qualities so important n 1 attl H s caiTonades 
were loaded to their muzzles with bags t b llet ind he beck- 
oned to the best seaman of his party to take one of the matches, 
■while he used the other himself, each holding a monkey's-tail in 
one hand, in readiness lo train the light gun, as drcumsfances 
required. The pieces had been depressed by Ithuel himself, in 
the midst of the fray, and nothing remained but to wait the 
moment for using them. 

This moment was now near. The object of the Enghsh was 
to land on the principal islet, and to carry the ruin by storm. 
In order to do this, all the boats of their centre converged in 
their courses to the same point; and the smoke being driven 
off by each joncussion of tha guns, a dark cluster of the enemy 
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diverged from the ragged outline of the vapor, within fifty yards 
of the intended point of landing. Ithuel and his companion 
were ready. Together they ^ghted, and together they fired. 
This unexpected discharge fi-om a qTiarter that had been so 
comparatively sOent, surpiised both friends and foes, and it 
drove a freah mantle of smoke momentai'ily athwart the rock 
and the open space in its front. 

A cry arose from the dense shrond of battle, that differed 
from the shouts of success and courf^e. Physical agony had 
extoi-ted shrieks from the stoutest hearts, and even the French 
in the ruins paused to look for the next act of the desperate 
drama. Raoul seized tJie opportunity to prepare for the espectetl 
hand-to-hand struggle; but it was unnecessary. The cessation 
in the firing was common in both parties, and it gave the vapor 
a minute in which to hft the curtain from the wat^^r. 

When tlie late obstacle was raised high enough to admit of 
a view, the result became evident. All the English boats but 
one had scattered, and were pulhng swiftly, in different direc- 
tions, from the scene of slaughter. By taking this comse, they 
diverted and divided the fire of their enemies ; an expedient of 
which it would have been happier had they bethought them 
earher. The remaining boat was a cutter of the Terpsichore. 
It had received the weight of canister from Ithuel's own gun, 
and of sixteen men it had contained when it left the frigate's 
side, but two escaped. These fellows had thi'own themselves 
info ihe'sea, and were picked up by passing boats. The cutter 
itself came drifting slowly in towards the rock, announcing the 
nature of its fearful cargo, by the groans and cries that arose 
from out its bosom. Eaoul stopped the fire, equally from 
humanity and policy, after a few discharges at the retreating 
boats ; and the first act of the battle closed. 

The breathing time gave both parties a desirable opportunity 
for ascertaining in what positions they were left. Tn the whole, 
the French had lost the services of eleven men ; all, with the 
exception of Ithuel's four, in the ruin. The loss of the English 
amounted to thirty-three, including several ofEcers. The mas- 
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ter's-mate, who had commanded the crippled cutter, lay over its 
stem, flat on his back, with no less than five musketrballs 
through his chest. His passage into another state of existence 
had been sudden as the flight of the electric spark. Of his late 
companions, several were dead also; though most were still 
enduring the pain of fractured bones and bruised nerves. The 
boat itself slowly touched the rocks, raising fresh cries among 
the wounded, by the agony they endui'ed fi'om the shocks of 
rising and falling under the ground-swell. 

Eaoul was too deliberate, and too much collected, not to feel 
his advantage, Ansious to keep his means of further defence 
in the best condition, he directed all the guns to cease, and the 
damages to be repaired. Then he went with a party towards 
the boat that had fallen into his hands. To encumber himself 
with prisoner of any sort, in his actual situation, would have 
been a capital mistake, but to do this with wounded men would 
have been an act of folly. The boat had tourniquets and ofhei- 
similar appliances in it, and he directed some of the French to 
use them on those that wanted them most. He also supplied 
the parched hps of the su&rers with water; when, conceiving 
that his duty was performed, he gave an order to haul the boat 
on one side, and to shove it foirably out of the hne of any com- 
ing conflict. 

" Halloo, Captain Rule !" called out Ithuel, " you are wrong 
there. Let the boat he where it is, and it will answer a better 
turn than another breastwork. The English will scarcely fire 
through their own wounded." 

The look that Eaoul cast towards his auxiliary was fierce, 

even indignant ; but, disregarding the advice, he motioned for 
his own men to obey the order he had ah«ady given them. 
Then, as if mindful of Ithuel's importance, his late timely suc- 
cor, and the necessity of not offending him, he walked to the 
side of the islet nearest to the felucca, and spoke courteously 
Mkd dieerfuUy to him whose advice he had just ti'eated with 
indifference, if not with disdain. This was not hypocrisy, but a 
prudent adaptation of his means to his circumstances. 
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" £im, brave EtooeUe" he ssud, " your bags of bullets were 
ireloome Mends, and they arrived at the light moment" 

" Why, Captain Eule, in the Granite country we are never 
wasteful of oitt means. You can always wait for the white of 
Englishmen's eyes in these affairs. Tliey're spitefiil devils, on 
the whuU, and seem to be near-sighted to a man. They came 
80 clus' at Bunker Hill, onr folks" — 

" jBom," repeated Eaoul, feeling no wish to hear a thrice-told 
tale gone through again, Bunker Hill invariably placing Ithnel 
on a great horae in the way of bribing; for he not only im- 
a^ned that great ^■ictory a New-England triumph, as in fact it 
was, hut he was much disposed to encourage the opinion that 
it was in a great measure " granite." " B<m" interrupted liaou! 
— " Eunkair was good ; — maia, les Roches aux Sirens is bettair. 
If you have more de ees balks load encore." 

" What think you of this. Captain Rule !" asked the other, 
pointing up at a little vane that began to flutter at the head of 
one of his masts, " Here is the west wind, and an opportunity 
offers to be off. Let us take wit, and run !" 

Kaoul started, and gazed at the heavens, the vane, and the 
surface of the sea ; the latter beginning to show a slightly ruffled 
surface. Then his eye wandered towards Ghita. The g^rl had 
risen from her knees, and her eyes followed his every movement. 
When they met his, with a sweet, imploring smile, she pointed 
upwards, as if beseeching him to pay the debt of gratitude he 
owed to that dread Being who had as yet borne him unharmed 
through the fray. He understood her meaning, kissed his hand 
in affectionate gallantry, and tinned towards Ithuel, to pursue 
the discourse. 

" It is too soon," he said. " We are impregnable here, and 
the wind is still too light. An hour hence, and we will all go 
logether." 

Ithael grumbled ; but bis commander heeded it not. The 
judgment of the latter had decided right. The boats were 
rallying within musket-shot, indifferent to the danger, and it was 
evident the attack was to be renewed. To have attempted to 
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escape at such an instant, would have been throwing away the 
great advantage of the ruins, and might have endangered all, 
witJiout benefiting any one. 

In point of feet, Sir Frederick Dasiwood had become keenly 
alive to a sense of the disgrace he was likely to incur, in the 
event of the ships' getting round, and robbing him of the credit 
of capturing the lugger. The usually apathetic nature of this 
young man was thoroughly aroused, and, hke all who are diffi- 
cult to esdte, he became respectable when his enei^es wei* 
awakened. The boats were already collected ; all the disabled 
were put into one of them, and ordered off to the ships; and 
with those that remaned arrangements were made to renew the 
attempt. It was fortunate that Cuffe had sent an expedition so 
strong-handed ; for, notwithstanding the loss, the three launches 
and the cutters eould still muster double the number of tiie 
French. 

This time. Sir Frederick was wiUing to listen to counsel. 
"Winchester, McBeaa, Griffin, and Strand, united in advising 
that the boats should separate, and make their assaults from 
different points. This would prevent the possibility of a recur- 
rence of so concentrated a disaster as that which had already 
befallen them. To the Scotchman was assigned the felucca ; 
the Terpsichore's launch was to assail the lugger ; while the two 
cutters, and the heavier boat of the Proserpine, were to dash in 
at the niins. Sir Frederick still reradned in his own gig, to 
push for the point that might seem to requii'e his presence. 

McBean was the first to fire on this occasion. lie threw a 
TOund^hot irom his carronade into the felucca, aimed by himself, 
and directed with care. It fell upon one of Ithuel's carronades, 
broke it into a dozen pieces, knocked down no less than three men, 
besides injuring othem less severely, and actually drove the gun 
it struck off its slide into the felucca's hold. This was a rough 
commencement, and the result being seen by aR hands, it greatly 
encouff^ied the assailants. Three hearty English cheers followed, 
and Ithuel was so far disconcerted as to fire the remaining gun, 
loaded as before with bullets, at least two minutes too soon. 
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The sea was thiown into a fgam, but not a man in the boats 
was hurt. Then the &e became general ; gun after gun ex- 
ploding ; tlie rattling of small-arms fiUing up the pauses. The 
boats came on with steady, strong pulls of the oai, and this t<jo 
with an impunity that often happens, though difficult to b« ex- 
planed. Several shot fell among tbe ruins, knocking tlie stones 
about, and for a minute or two all the injury was on one side. 
but Pintard and Itbuel felt the security conferred by the rocks 
in their front, and each endeavored to give one effective discharge, 
Ithuel succeeded the best. He repaid McBean in his own coin, 
sending a grist of bullets into the bows of his launch, which ad- 
monished that prudent ofSeer of the necessity of shearing towards 
the islet of the ruins. Pintatd's assailant was brought up by 
the bairier in front, and turned aside also. Then, in the midst 
of a cloud of smoke, sliouts, curses, cries, shrieks, orders, and Hm 
roar of guns, all the English precipitated themselves in a body 
on the principal post, and became the master of the battery id 
the twinkling of an eye. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



In scenes like that just related, it is not easy to collect details. 
All that was ever known beyond the impetuous manner of the 
Msaalt in which the ruins were carried, was in the dire result. 
Half the French on the islet were weltering in their blood, and 
the surface of the rocks was well spiinkled with enemies who 
had not been more fortunate. It had been a desperate onset, 
in which mortification increased natural intrepidity, which had 
been nobly resisted, but in which numbeia had necessarily pre- 
vailed. Among the Enghsh slain was Sir Frederick Dashwood 
himself ; he lay about a yard from his own g^g, with a ball 
directly through his head. Griffin was seriously hurt, but 
Clinch was untouched, on the low rampart, waving an English 
Jack^after having hauled down a similar emblem of the 
French. Ilis boat had first touched the rock, her crew had 
first reached the ruin, and of all in her, he himself had taken 
the lead. Desperately had he contended for Jane and a com- 
mission, and this time Providence appeared to smile on his 
efforts. As for Raoul, he lay in front of his own rampart, 
having rushed forward to meet the party of Clinch, and 
had actually crossed swords with his late prisoner, when a 
musket-ball, fired by the hands of McBean, traversed his 
body, 

" Courage, mes hravex ! ea avant f " he was heard to shout, 
as he leaped the low wall, to repel the invaders — and when he 
lay on the hard rock, his voice was still strong enough to make 
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itself heard, crying — " Lieutenant — nom de Dim — sauve mon 
Feu-Folkt /" 

It is probable that Pintaiii would not have stirred, even at 
this order, had not the English ships been seen, at that instant, 
coining round Campanella, with a leading westerly wind. The 
flap of canvas was audible neai by, too, and turning, he saw the 
Michael falling oiF undir her foresail, and already gathering 
steerage-way. Not a 'lou! was -visible on her decks, Ilhuel, who 
steered, lying so close as to be hid by her waistKjloths. The 
hawsers of the lu^er were cut, and le Feu-FoUet started back 
like an affrighted steed. It was only to let go the brails, and 
her foresail fell. Light, and feeling the breeze, which now 
came in strong puffe, she shot out of the little bay, and wore 
short, round on her keel. Two or three of the English boats 
attempted to follow, hut it was idle. Winchester, who now 
commanded, recalled them, saying that it remained for the 
ships to perform their task. The day had been too bloody, 
indeed, to think of more than securing the pi^esent success, and 
of attending to the hurt. 

Leaving the pai-ty on the islets for a moment, we will follow 
the two vessels in their attempt to escape. Pintard and hia 
companions abandoned Raoul with heavy hearts, but they 
plainly saw him prosti'ated on the rocks, and by the hand 
placed on his side, underetood the desperate nature of his 
wound. Like him, they felt some such interest as one enter- 
tama for a beloved mistress in the fete of the lugger, and 
the words — ''sauve mon Feu-Folkt!" were rin^ng in "their 

As soon as the lugger got round, she set her after-stdl, and 
then she began to glide through the water with the usual knife- 
hke parting of the element under her hows. The course she 
steered took her directly out of the bay, seeming to lead across 
the fore-foots of the English ships. Ithuel did not imitate this 
manoeuvre. He kept more away in the line for Ptestum, 
rightly enough believing that in the greedy desire to overtake 
the Ingger, his own movement wonid pass unheeded. The 
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owner of this waft was still on board the Terpsichore ; but 
every remonstrance, and all the requests he made that his own 
vessel might be followed and captured, were utterly unheeded 
by the lieutenant now in command. To him, as to all others 
in authority, there seemed to be but one thing desirable, and 
that was to secure the lugger. Of course none yet knew of tho 
fatal character of the straggle on the rocks, or of the death of 
the Enghsh leader ; though the nature of the result was suffi- 
ciently understood, by seeing the English Jack flying among 
the ruins, and the two vessels under weigh, endeavoring to 
escape. 

The season was now so far advanced aa to render the old 
stability of the breezes a little uncertam. The zephyr had come 
eai'ly, and it had come fresh ; but there were symptoms of a 
MTOcco about the barometer and in the atmosphere. This 
rendered all in the ships eager to secure their piize before a 
shift of wind should come. Now that there were thi-ee iast 
vessels in chase, none doubted of the final resuSt ; and Cuffe 
paced the quarter-deck of the Proserpine, rabhing his hands 
with delight, a's ho r^arded all the propitious signs of the 

The Ringdove w*i ordered by signal to haul up south-south- 
west, or cImo on a wind, with a view to make such an ofling aa 
would prevent the possibility of the lugger's getting outside of 
the shijis, and gaining the wind of them ; an achievement Cuffe 
thouirht she might very well be enabled to accomplish, could 
she once f^riy come by the wind under circumstances that 
would prevent any of his vessels from brining her under their 
gimi. The Terpsichore was directed to run well into the bay, 
to see that a similar artifice was not practised in that direction ; 
wliile the Proserpine shaped her own course at the angle that 
would intei'cept the chase, should the hitter continue to stand 

It was an easy thing for the French to set all their canvas, 
the hamper of a lugger being so simple. This was soon done ; 
andPintard watched the result with intense interest, well kaow- 
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ing that everyihing now depended on heels, and ignorant what 
might he the effect of her present trim on the sfdling of hia 
heantiful craft. Luckily some attention had heen paid to her 
lines, in striking in the ballast again ; and it was soon found 
that the vesael was hkely to behave well. Pintard thought her 
so light as to he tender; hut, not daring to haul up high 
enough to prove her in that way, it remained a matter of 
opinion only. It was enough for him that she lay so fer to the 
west of south as to promise to clear the point of Piane, and that 
she skimmed along the water at a rale that bade fwr to distance 
all three of her pursuers. Anxious to get an offing, however, 
which would allow him to alter his course at night in more 
directions than one, he kept luffing, as the wind iavored, so as 
sensibly to edge off the land. 

As the two chases commenced their flight quite a mile to the 
southward of the ships, having that much the start of them on 
account of the position of the rocks, it rendered them both tole- 
rably free from all danger of shot at the beginning of the race. 
The course steered by Ithuol soon placed him beyond their 
reach dtc^ether ; and Cuffe knew that httle would be gained, 
while much might bo lost, in making any attempt of this sort 
on the lugger. Consequently not a gun was fired ; bnt the 
result was thrown fairly on the canvas, and on the sailing of the 
respective vessels. 

Such was the state of things at the be^nning of this chase. 
The wind freshened fast, and soon blew a strong breeze ; one 
that drove the ships ahead under clouds of studding-sails and 
stay-sails — tUe latter being much used at that period — at the 
rate of quite ten knots the hour. But neither gained on le 
Feu-Follet The course was by no means fovorable to her, the 
wind being well on her quarter ; still, she rather gained than 
was gained on. All four vessels went off rapidly to the south- 
ward, as a matter of course ; nor was it long before they were 
fo leeward of the felucca, which had both shortened sail and 
hauled up to the eastward, as soon as Ithuel felt satisfied he 
was not to be followed. After a sufficient time had eiaped, 



ty Google 



482 wiNQ- AKD-wiso. 

the Holy Michael tacked, and came out of the bay, crossing the 
■wake of the Terpsichore just beyond gun-shot. Of course, this 
manceuvre was seen from the fiigate ; and the padrone of the 
felucca tore his hair, threw himself on the quavter-deck, and 
played many other desperate antics, in the indulgence of his 
despair, or to excite sympathy : but all in vain ; the lieutenant 
was obstinate, refusing to alter tack or sheet to chase a miserable 
felucca, with so glorious an object in full view before him as the 
celebrated lugger of Raoul Yvatd. As a mat1«r of course, 
Ithuel passed out to sea unmolested; and, it may as well be 
siud here that, in due time, he reached Marseilles in safety, 
where the felucca was sold, and the Granite^seaman disappeared 
for a season. Tliere will be occasion to speak of him only once 
again in this legend. 

The trial of speed must soon have satisfied Kntard that he 
had little to apprehend from his pureuers, even with the breeze 
there was. But rarcomstances favored the In^er. The wind 
hauled materially to the northward, and before the sun set, it 
enabled the French to nm off wing-and-wing, still edging from 
the land. It now began to blow so heavily as to compel the 
ships to reduce their light canvas. Some time before the night 
set in, both frigates and the sloop were under main-top-gallant- 
smIs only, with top-mast and loner studding-sails on each side. 
Le Feu-Follet made no change. Her ji^er had been taken in, 
as soon as she kept dead away, and then she dashed ahead, 
under her two enormous lugs, confident in their powers of en- 
durance. The night was not very dark ; but it promised to 
carry her beyond the vision of her pursuers even before eight 
bells, did the present difference in swhng continue. 

A stern chase is proverbially a long chase. For one fast 
vessel to outs^l another a single mile in an hour, is a great 
superiority ; and even in such circumstances, many hours must 
elapse ere one loses sight of the other by day. The three 
English ships held way together surprisingly, the Proserpine 
leading a little ; while le Feu-Follct might possibly have found 
herself, at tiie end of a six hours' chase, some four miles in ad 
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vance of lier, three of which she had gained since keeping off, 
wing-and-wing. The lightness of the little craft essentiidly aided 
bev. The canvas had leas weight to drag after it ; and Pin- 
lard observed that the hull seemed to skim the waves, as soon 
as the sharp stem had divided them, and the water took tie 
bearings of the vessel. Hour after hour did he sit on the bow- 
sprit, watching her progress ; a crest of foam scarce appearing 
sdiead, before it was glittering under the lugger's bottom. Oeca- 
sionally, a pursuing sea cast the stern upwards, as if about to 
throw it in advance of the bows; but le Feu-Follct was too 
much accustomed to this treatment io be disturbed, and she 
ever rose on the billow. Eke a bubble, and then the glancing 
arrow scarce surpassed the speed with which she hastened for- 
ward, as if to recover lost time. 

Cuffe did not quit the deck until the bell struck two, in the 
middle watch. This made it one o'clock. Yelvertou and the 
master kept the watehes between them, but the captain was 
always near with his adrice and orders. 

"That craft seems fiister when she gets her smIs wing-and- 
wing than she is even close-hauled, it seems to me, Yelverton," 
observed Cuffe, after taking a long look at the chase with a 
night-gkss ; " I begin to be afraid we shall lose her. Neither 
of the other ships does anything to help us. Here we are all 
three, dead in her wake, following each other like so many old 
maids going to church of a Sunday morning." 

" It would have been better. Captain Cuffe, had the Ringdove 
kept moro to the westward, and the frigate further east Fast 
as the lu^er is with her wings spread, she's faster with them 
jammed up on a wind. I expect every moment to find her 
sheering off to tlie westward, and gradually getting us in her 
wake on a wind. I fear we should find that worse work than 
even this, sir.'' 

"I would not lose her now, for a thousand pounds ' I do 
not see what the d — I Dashwood was about, that ho lid not 
secure her when he got possession of the rocks. I shall rattle 
him down a little, as soon as we meet." 
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Cuffe would have been shocked hfid he known tliat the body 
of Sir Frederick Dashwood waa, juat at that moment, going 
through the melancholy process of being carried on board a 
two-decker, up at Naples, the captain, of which was his kinsmac. 
Bnt he did not know it, nor did ho learn his death for more 
than a week ; or after the body had been interred. 

"Take the glass, Yclverton, and look at her. To me she 
gi'ows very dim — she must bo leaving us iast. Be careful to 
not« if there are any signs of an intention to sheer to the westr 

" That can hardly be done without jibing her forward lug 
— hang me. Captain Cuffe, if I can see her at all. Ah I here she 
is, dead ahead as before, but as dim as a ghost, I can barely 
make out her canvas — she is still wing-and-wing, d— n her, 
looking more like the spectre of a craft than a real thing. I 
lost her in that yaw, sir — I wish you would try, Captain Cuffe — 
do my best, I cannot find her again." 

Cuffe did try, but witliout success. Once, indeed, he fended 
he saw her, but ftirther examination satisfied him it was a mis- 
take. So long had he been gazing at the same object, that it 
was easy for the illusion to pass before his mind's eye, of ima- 
gining a dim outline of the httle lugger flying away, like the scud 
of the heavens, wing-and-wing, ever seeming to elude his obser- 
vation. That night he dreamed of her, and tiiere were haply 
five minutes during which his wandering thoughts actually por- 
trayed the process of taking possession, and of manning the 

Previously to this, however, signals were made to the other 
ships, ordering them to alter their courses, with a view to me<t 
anticipated changes in that of le Feu-Follet. Lyon was sent to 
the westwiffd, the Terpsichore a litfle easterly, white the Pj'oser- 
pine herself ventured so far as to st«er southwest, after two 
o'clock. But a sudden and i-iolent shift of wind came an hour 
before day. It was the expected — nay, the announced sirocco, 
and it brought the lugger to windward beyond all dispute. 
The south breeze came strong from the first puff; and, while 
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\t did not amount to a gale unti! the afternoon of the next day, 
it blew heavily, in squalls, after the first hour. 

When the day dawned, the three ships were out of Mght of 
each other. The Proseipine, which we shall accompany, as our 
old acquaintance, and an actor in what is to succeed, was under 
double-reefed topsails, mth her head up as high as west-south- 
west, laboring along through the troughs of the seas left by 
the late Ti'amontana. The weather was thick, rain and drizzle 
coming in the squalls, and there were momenta when the water 
could not be seen a cableVlength from the ship ; at no time 
was the usual horizon fiurly visible. In this manner the frigate 
struggled ahead. Cuffo univilUng to abandon all hopes of success, 
and yet seeing little prospect of its accomplishment. The look- 
outs were aloft, as usual, but it was as mnch for form as for any 
great use they were likely to be, since it was seldom a man 
could see iurther from the cross-trees than he conld from the 
deck. 

The officers, as well as the men, had breakfasted. A species 
of snllen discontent pervaded the ship, and the I'ccent kind feel- 
ings towards Raoul Yvard had nearly vanished in disappoint- 
ment. Some began to gi'umble about the chances of the other 
ships falling in with the lugger, while others swore " that it 
mattered not who saw her ; cateh her none could, who had not 
an illicit understanding with the Father of Lies. She was well 
named the Jack-o'-Lantem ; for Jack-o'-Lantem she was, and 
Jack-o'-Lantem would she ever prove to be. As well might a 
false fire be followed in a meadow, as such a craft at sea. They 
might think themselves fortunate if the officeiB and people sent 
against her in the boats ever got back to their own wholesome 
ship again." 

In the midst of such prognostics and eomplainte, the captain 
of the fore-top shouted the words ' sail ho !' The usual inquiry 
and answer followed, and the officere got a glimpse of the object. 
The stranger was distant half a league, and he was seen very 
iniMstinctly on account of the haze ; but seen he was. 

'"Tis a xebec," growled the masSer, who was one of the 
20* 
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grumblers of the dav — " a fellow with his hold crammed with a 
wjne that would cover the handsomest woman's fece in Lunnun 
with wrinkles." 

"By Jupiter Ammon!" Cuffe exclaimed, "'tis le Feu-Folly, 
or I do not know an old aiMjiiaintanee. Quartermaster, hand 
me the glass — not that, the shorter glass is the hest^" 

" Long or short, youll never make thai out," muttered the 
master. " The Folly has more folly about her than I give her 
credit for, if we g«t another look at her this summer." 

"What do you make of him, Captain Cuffe ?" Yelverton 



"Just what I told you, sir — 'tis the lugger — and— I cannot 
be mistaken, — Aye, by J ove, she is coming down before it, wing- 
and-wing, again ! That's het play, juat now, it would seem, 
and she does not appear t« have got enough of it yet" 

An attentive look satisfied Yelverton that his commander waa 
right. Even the master had to conte=s his error, though he did 
it ungraciously and with reluctance It was the lu.fger, of ^ 
certainty, though so dimly seen as to render it diflicult at mo 
ments, to trace her outlines at all. She w is runmnsf m a hne 
that would carry her astern of the fngite ibout i mde, ^d she 
was rather more than thrice that distance to windward. 

'* She cannot see us," said Cutfe, thoughtfully. " Beyond a 
doubt she thinks us to windward, and is endeavoring to get out 
of our neighborhood. We must get round, gentlemen, and 
now is a favorable moment. Tack ship, at once, Mr. Yelverton 
—I think she 11 do it." 

ITie pjiperimcnt was made, and it succeeded. The Pi-oserpino 
worked beautifully, and Yelverton knew how to himior her to 
a nicety. In fi^e minutes the ship was round, with everything 
trimmed on the other tack ; — close-reefed mizen, and double- 
reefed fore and main-top-sails — a reefed main-sail, with other 
sails to suit. As she was kept a rap full, or a Uttle oS; indeed, 
to prevent the lu^er flom slipping past, she might have gone 
from five to six knots. 

The next five minutes were intensely interesting to the people 
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of the Proserpine. The weather hecame thicker, and all traces 
of le Feu-FoUet were lost Still, when Inst seen, she was wing- 
and-wing, flying rather than siuling down towards their own 
track. By Oaffe's calculatioa, the two vessels would nearly 
meet in leas than a quarter of an hour, should neither alter her 
course. Several guns were got ready, in preparation for auch a 
rencontre. 

" Let the weather hold thick a few minutes longer, and we 
have her!" cried Gaffe. "Mr. Yclverton, you must go dowa 
and see to those guns yourself. Plump it right into her, if 
you're ordered to fire. The fellow has no hamper, and 
stripping him must be a matter of pure acddent. Make it too 
hot for him on deck, and hell have to give up, Raoul Yvard 
or thed— 1!" 

" There she is, sir !" shouted a midshipman from a cat-head— 
for everybody who dared had crowded forward to get an early 
look at the chase. 

There she was sure enough, wing-and-wing, as before. The 
dolness of the lugger's look-outs has never been explained, as 
a matter of course; hut it was supposed, when aU the dreum- 
stances came te be known, that most of her people were asleep, 
te recover from the recent extraordinaiy fatigue, and a night m 
which all hands had been kept on deck, in readiness to make 
sail ; the vessel having but some tiiirty souls in her. At length 
the fligate was seen, the weather hghting, and it was not an instant 
too soon. The two vessels, at that critical instant, were about 
half a mile apart, le Feu-FoUet bearing directly ofl^ the 
Proserpine's weather-bow. In the twinkling of an eye, the 
former jibed; Hien she was seen coming to the wind, losing 
suffident ground in doing so, to bring her just m a range with 
the two weather chase-guns. Cuffe instMitly gave the order to 
open a fire. 

" What the d— 1 has got into her !" excl^med the captmn,— 
■•she topples Uko a mock mandarin,— she used to be as stiff as 
a church ! "What can it mean, sir 1" 

The ma8t«r did not know, but we may say that the lugger 
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was flying light, too much so for the canias she carried, for, in 
such heavy weather, there was not time to shorten sail. She 
lurched heavily under the sea that was now getting up, and a 
squall striking her, her lee guns were completely buried. Just 
at this moment tlie Proserpine belched foitii her flame and 
smoke. The shot could not be followed, and no one knew 
where they struck. Four had been flred, when a squall 
succeeded that shut in the chase, and, of course, the firing was 
suspended. So severe was this momentary effort of the African 
gales, hot, drowsy, and deadening as they are, that the Proser- 
pine started her miaen^top-sMl sheets, and clewed up her main- 
course, to save the spai'. But the tack was instantly boai'ded 
^in, and the top-sail set. A gleam of sunshine succeeded, 
but the lugger had disappeared 1 

The sun did not remain risible, and that faintly, more than a 
ounute ; still, the eye could range several miles, for thrice that 
period. After this the horizon became more limited, but no 
squall occurred for a quarter of an hour. When the lugger 
was missed, the Proserpine was heading up within half a point 
of the spot at which she was supposed to Ije. In a short time 
she drove past this point, perhaps a hundred fathoms to 
leeward of it. Here she tacked, and sti'etching off a sufficient 
distance to the southward and westward, came round again, 
and heading up east-south-east, was thought to sweep along 
over the empty track. Not a sign of the missing vessel was 
discovered. The sea had swallowed all, lugger, people, and 
hamper. It was supposed that, owing to the fact that so many 
light articles had been left on the rocks, nothing remained t« 
float All had accompanied le Fen-Follet to the bottom. Of 
boats there were none, these being at the islet of the ruins, and, 
if any seaman swam oft m the despenite attempt to save his life 
in the midst of tht, ciuldion of waters he did not succeed, 
or was overlooked by the English in thtir 'jjarcli. The ktter, 
indeed, may have miscalculate! their distances, and not have 
passed within a cable s length f the pla<:<\ whore the rictims, 
if any such there were still sti-uggled for c\ atence. 
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Cuffe, and all around him, were forcibly struck with so 
nnlooked-for and so dire a calamity. The loss of a vessel, 
under such chcumstances, produces an effect like a andden 
death among companions. It is a fate all may meet with, 
and it induces reflection and sadness. Still, the English did 
not give up the hope of rescuing some unfortunate wretch, 
elin^ng lo a spar, or supporting himself by supernatural efforts, 
for several hours. At noon, however, the ship squared away 
and ran for Naples before the wind, being drawn aside 
from her course by another chase, in which she succeeded 
better, capturing a aloop-of-war, which she earned in several 
days later. 

The firat act of Cuffe, on anchoring in the fleet, was to go on 
board the Foudroyant, and report himself and his proceedings 
to the rear-admiral Nelson had heard nothing of the result, 
beyond what had occurred at the islets, and the separation of 
the ships. 

" Well, Cuffe," he said, reaching out his remaining hand 
kindly to his old Agamemnon, as the other entered the cabin— 
" the fellow has got off, after all ! It has been a bad business 
altogether, but we must make the best of it. Where do you 
fency the Ingger to be?" 

Cuffe expkined what had happened, and put into the 
admiral's hand an ofRcial letter, expldning his recent 
success. With the last Nelson was plea.wd — at the fii'st 
sm'pnsed. After a long, thoughtfiil panse, he went into the 
after-cabin, and returned, thronnng a smal!, jack-like flag on the 
floor. 

" As Lyon was cruising about," he said, " and his sloop waa 
pitching her cat-heads under, this thing was washed upon a 
spare anchor, where it stuck. It's a queer flag. Can it have 
had any connexion with the lugger ?" 

Cuffe looked, and he immediately rec(^ised the httle ala e 
ala jack, that the Italians had described to him in their many 
conversations. It was the only vestige that was ever found of 
the Wing-and-Wing. 
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CHAPTER XXX 



We must return to the rocks, and the melancholy scene they 
offered. Our pui^oses will be answered, however, by aclvancing 
the time into the evening, omitting many things that the 
I'eader can imagine without our relating them. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that Andrea Barrofaldi and 
Vito Viti took no part in the Hoody transactions we have 
related. When all was over, however, they drew near to 
the rocks, and, sitting in their boat, contemplating the sad 
Bpectacle presented ivithin the nan'ow compass of the islet 
of the iTiins, the following short dialogue occurred between 

"Vice-govematore," demanded the podesta, pointing to the 
place where Sir Frederick lay, a motionless corpse, Eaoul bleed- 
ing, and others were writhing under their wounds — " do you 
call this reaUty, or is it a part of that damnable doctrine which 
is enough to set the whole earth by the ears, and to turn men 
into tigers and hawks V 

"I foar, neighbor Vito, this will only prove too true. I 
Bee the bodies of Sir Dashwood and Sir Smeea; and God 
knows how many more have this day departed for the world of 
spirits." 

" Leaving behind them only a world of shadows," muttered 
Vito Viti, even that melancholy spectacle faihng to draw his 
thoughts altogether from a discussion that had now lasted near 
four-and-twenty hours. But the moment was cot propitious 
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to aigument, and the two Italians landed. This was within 
lialf an hour after the simple had ceased ; and our intentions 
are to advance the time to the moment mentioned in the 
opening of this chapter. 

We must give here, however, a rapid stetch of tie proceed- 
ings that narrowed down the view to that we intend shortly to 
lay before the reader. As soon as there was leisure, Winchester 
made a survey of the field of battle. He found many of hia 
own men slain, and more wounded. Of the French on the islet, 
quite half were hnrt ; but the mortal wound received by their 
leader was the blow that all lamented. The surgeon soon pro- 
nounced Raoul's case to be hopele^ ; and this declaration was 
heard with regret even by generous eiicmies. The defence had 
been desperate ; it woidd have succeeded, had it been within the 
scope of possibility for so few courageous men to repel double 
their numbers of those who were equally brave. Boti sides had 
fought for honor; and, when this is the case, victoiy generally 
awaits the strongest 

As soon as it was perceived that all the "ihips were liLel} to 
be led far to leeward in chase, the English officers ftit the ne 
cessity of acting for themselves. The medicil men had been 
busy from the first, and in the course of a cou] le of hours all 
had been done for the wounded that present circumstances 
would allow. The amputations were few anieich vessel having 
sent a surgeon, these were all made whale the other ■ippliance'! 
had been sueceasfiilly used in such cises -is would be benefited 
by them. The day was drawing new a cljse nnd the distance 
from the fleet was so great as to call for exertion 

As soon, therefore, as the uninjured men were refreshed and 
the wounded eared for, the latter were f ut mto the Hunches m 
the best manner they might be, and the cutters toifc them m 
tow. One had no sooner received ita meiancholj freight, than 
it left the islets, on its way to the hosjatal ship of the fleet The 
othera succeeded, in turn ; the unhurt French willingly offering 
to assist in the performance of this pious duty. At length, but 
three boats remained. One was Sir Frederick's gig, which 
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Winchester had kept for his own particular use; another was 
the yawl of Andrea Barrofeldi ; and the third, the little craft in 
which Carlo Giuntotardi had come from the shore. Of the 
French, DO one remained hut the surgoon of the lugger, Raoui'a 
Htewavd and personal attendant, and Eaoul himself. If to these 
be added the two Italians and their oarsmen. Carlo and his 
niece, with Winchester and his boat's crew, we enumerate all 
who now remained at the rocta. 

By this time the sun had sunk below the adjacent hills, and 
it was necessary to decide on some course. Winchester con- 
sulted the surgeon as to the expediency of removing his patient. 
Could it be done, it had better he done soon. 

"J/bw lieutenant^ answered this persont^e a httle drily, 
" mon. brave capitaine has hut a short time to hve. Ho has 
entreated to he left here, on the scene of his glory, and in the 
company of that female whom he so well loved— maw — you 
are the victors" — shrugging his shoulders — " and you will do 
your own pleasure." 

Winchester colored and hit his lips. The idea of torturing 
Raoul, either in body or mind, was the last intention of one so 
humane, hut he felt indignant at the implied suspicion. Com- 
manding himself; notwithstanding, he howed courteously, and 
intimated that he would remain himself, with his prisoner, unljl 
^ were over. The Frenchman was suiprised, and when he 
read the sympathy of the other in the expression of his coun- 
tenance, he felt regret for his own distrust, and still more at 
having expressed it. 

" Mais, Monsieur ^^ he answered " night will soon come — you 
may have to pass it on the rocks." 

" And if we do, doctor, it is no more than we seamen are used 
to. Boat-service is common duty with us, I have only to wrap 
myself in my cloak, to enjoy a seaman's comfort." 

This settled the matter, and no more was said, ITie surgeon, 
a man accustomed to the exerdse of such resources, soon managed 
to make his dispositions for the final scene. In clearing the 
lugger, a hundred light articles had been thrown on the islet on 
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which she had touched, and among others were several rude 
mattresses of the seamen. Two or thre« of these were procured, 
placed on the smoothest surface of the rock, and a bed fonued 
for Raoul, The medical man and the seamen would hare 
erected a tent with a sail, but this the wounded man forbade. 

"Let me breathe the free sur," he said — " I shall me but 
little of it ;— let that litUe be free." 

It was useless to oppose such a wish ; nor was there any 
motive for it The air was pure, and little need be apprehended 
from the night, in behalf of Ghita, surrounded as they were by 
the pure watera of the occmi. Even when the Tramontana 
came, although it was cool, its coolness was not unpleasant, the 
adjacent hill sheltering the islets from its immediate influence. 

The English seamen collected some fuel fi'om the spare spars 
of the lugger, and lighted a fire on the rock where they had 
been found. Food of all sorts was abundant, and several casks 
of water had been struck out whole, as provision against a siege. 
Here they made coffee, and cooked enough food for the wants 
of all the party. Tlic distance prevented their disturbing those 
who remained near Kaoul; while the light of Uie fire, which was 
kept in a cheerful blaze, cast a picturesque glow upon the 
group around the dying man, as soon as the night had fairly 
set in. It superseded, too, the necessity of any lamps or torches. 

We pass over all the first outpourings of Ghita's anguish, when 
she learned the wound of liaoul, her many and fervent prayers, 
and the scenes that took place duiing the time that the islet 
was stin crowded with the combatants. More quiet houis suc- 
ceeded when these last were gone ; and as the night advanced, 
something like the fixed tranquilhty of settled despair followed 
(he first emotions. When ten o'clock an-ived, we reach the 
moment at which we wish to rdse the curtain once more, in 
order to present the principal actors in the scene, 

Eaoul lay on the summit of the islet, where his eye could 
range over the mild waters that washed the rock, and his ear 
iaten to the murmurings of his own element. The Tramontana, 
as usual, had driven all perceptible vapor from the Btmosphere, 
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and the vault of heaven, in its cerulean blae, and spangled with 
thousands of stars, stretched itself above him, a glorious harhin- 
ger for the future, to one who died in hope. The care of Ghita 
and the att^ndanls had collected around the spot so many little 
comfoits, as to give it tie air of a room suddenly divested of 
sides and ceiling, hut hahitable and useful. Winchester, fatigued 
with his day's work, and mindftil of the wish that Raoul might 
BO naturally feel to he alone with Ghita, had lain down on a 
mattress, leaving orders to be called should anything occur; 
while the surgeon, conscious that he could do bo more, had 
imitaled his example, mating a similar request. As for Carlo 
Giuntotardi, he seldom slept ; he was at his prayera in tie ruins, 
Andrea and the podesta paced the rock to keep themselves 
warm, eUghtly regretting the sudden burst of humanity which 
had induced them to remdn. 

Kaoul and Ghita were alone. Tlie former lay on Ms hack, 
his head bolstered, and his fece upturned towards the vault of 
heaven. The pain was over, and life was ebbing fest. Still, the 
mind was unshackled, and thought busy as ever. His heart 
was still fuU of Ghita ; though his extraordinary situation, and 
more especially the glorious view before his eyes, blended cer- 
tain pictures of the future with his feelings, that were as novel 
as he found them powerful. 

With the girl it was different. As a woman, she felt the 
force of this sudden blow in a manner that she found difficult 
to hear. Still, she blessed God that what had oecuired, hap- 
pened in her presence, as it might he ; leaving her the means 
of acting, and the efficacy of prayer. To say tJiat she did not 
yet feel the hvehest love for Kaoul, all that tenderness whi(^ 
constitutes so large a portion of woman's nature, would be ua- 
true ; but her mind was made up to the worst, and her thoughts 
were of another stat« of being. 

A long pause occurred, in which Raoul remained steadfastly 
garing at the starry canopy above. 

" It is remarkable, Ghita," he said, at length, " Oiat I — Kaoul 
Yvard — the corsair — the man of wars and tempests — fierce 
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CMnbats and hair-breadth escapes — should be dying here, od 
tliia rock, with all those stare looting down upon me, as it might 
be, from your heaven, seeming to smile upon me !" 

"Why not ^our heaven, as well as mine, Raoul?" Ghita 
answered tremulously. " It is as vast as He who dwells in it — 
whose throne it is — and can contain all who love him, and seek 
his mercy." 

" Dost thou think one like me would be received into his 
presence, Ghita V 

"Do not doubt it — free from all error and weakness 
Himself, his Holy Spirit delights in the penitent and the 
sorrowful. Oh! dearest, dearest Baoul, if thou would^st but 
pray !" 

A gleam like that of triumph glowed on the face of the 
wounded man ; and Ghita, in the intensity of her expectation, 
rose and stood over him, her own features filled with a momen- 
tary hope. 

" Mon Feu-Follet 1" exclaimed Raoul, letting the tongue reveal 
the transient thought which brought tiie gleam of triumph to 
his countenance. " Thou, at least, hast escaped ! These Englkh 
will not count thee among their \-ictiins, and glut their eyes on 
thy charming proportions!" 

Ghita felt a chill at her heail She fell back on her seat, 
and continued watehing her lover's countenanee with a feehng 
of despair, though inextinguishable tenderness was still crowding 
around her soul. Eaoul heard the movement ; and turning his 
head he gazed at the girl for quite a minute, with a portion of 
that intense admiration that used to gleam from his eyes m 
happier momenta. 

" It is better as it is, Ghita," he said, " than that I should 
live without thee. Fate has been kind in thus ending my 
misery." 

" Oh ! Eaoul ! there is no fete hut the holy will of 
God. Deceive not thyself at this awful moment; bow 
down thy proud spirit in bumihty, and turn to Him for 
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"Poor Ghita — ■V\ell, thne s not the only nnocent mind 
by milKona that hith been tran m lied ly pneste ■md I 
suppose, what hath o cmenced tl th be^n n n will last 1 11 
tie end." 

"The beginn g i d tl e enl ae loth w Ih bod Rio 1 
Since the comni emcnt ft e 1. h he e talli hei 1 hs 
which have br gl t about tl tr A of thy hfe— the sad eaa of 
this very hour." 

"And dost ttou think he will pardon all thy cai'e of one so 
unworthy V 

Ghita bowed her head to the mattress oyer ivhich ste leaned, 
and buried her face in her hands. "When the minute of 
prayer that succeeded was over, and her jace was ^n rjused 
with the flush of feeling tempered by innocence on it, Raoiil 
was lying on hia back, his eyes riveted again on the vault of 
heaven. His professional pursuits had led him further into the 
study of astronomy than comported with his general education ; 
and, addicted to speculation, its facts had often seized upon his 
iancy, though they had failed to touch his heart Hitherto, 
indeed, he had fallen into the eomnion error of hmited 
research, and found a confirmation of his suspicions in the 
asauraed grasp of his own reason. The dread moment that 
was so near could not fdl of its influence, however ; and that 
unknown future over which he hung, as it might be, suspended 
by a hair, inevitably led his mind info an inquiry after the 
unknown God. 

" Dost thou know, Ghita," he asked, " that the learned of 
France tell us that all yonder bright stars are worlds, peopled 
most probably like this of our own, and to which the 
earth appears but as a star itself and that, too, of no great 
mi^itude ?" 

"And what is this, Raoul, to the power and majesty of Him 
who created the universe S Ah ! think not of the things of hia 
hand, but of Him who made them !" 

" Hast thou ever heard, my poor Ghita, that the mind of man 
hath befn able to invent instruments to trace the n 
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all tliese worlds, and hath power eve 
inga with accuracy, foi' ages to coaie ? 

" And dost thou know, my poor Itaoui, what this mind of 

"A part of his nature— t!ic highest quality; that which 
malteth him the lord of earth." 

" His highest quality — and that which maketh him lord of 
earth, in one sense, truly ; but, after all, a more fragment — a 
Bpot on the width of the heavens — of the spirit of God himself. 
It is in this sense that ho hath been made in the image of 
his creator." 

" Thou fhink'st tlien, Ghita, that man js God, after all." 
" Eaoul !— Raoul ! if thou would'st not see me die witli thoo, 
interpret not my words in this manner !'' 

" Would it, then, be so hard to quit hfe in my company, 
Ghita? To me it would sepin supreme felicity were our places 
to be changed." 

"To go whitht-v.' Ila.'it Ihoii bethought thee of this, my 
beloved 1" 

Raoul answered not fot some time. His eyes were fastened 
on a bright star, and a tumult of thoughts began to crowd upon 
his brain. There are iiiomeHt& in the life of every man when 
the mental rision obtains clearer liews of remote conclusions, 
equally in connexion with the past and tte future, as there are 
days when an atmosphere purer than common more readily 
gives up its objeeta to the physical oigani,— leaving the mind 
momentarily the master, almost without control. One of these 
gleams of truth passed over the faculties of the dying man, and 
it could not be altogether without its fruits, Raoul's soul was 
a^tated by novel sensations. 

"Do thy priests fency that they who have known and loved 
each other in this life," he asked, "mill know and love each 
other in that which they (ancy is to come?" 

" The life that is to come, Eaoul, is one al! love, or one all hatted. 
That we may know each other I try to hope ; nor do I see any 
reason for disbelieving it. My uncle is of opinion it must be so." 
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"Thy uncle, GLita? What, Carlo Giuiitotardi— he who 
eeemeth never to think of things around him — doth a mind 
hke hia dwell on thoughte as remote and sublime as this V 

"Little dost thou know or understand him, Raoul. His 
mind seldom ceases to dwell on thoughts like these ; this is 
the reason why earth, and all it contains, seem so indif- 
ferent." 

Raoul made no answer, but appealing to suffer under the 
paia of liis wound, the feeUnga of woman so far prevailed over 
Ghita's tender nature that she had not the heart to press even 
his salvation on him at such a moment She offered him 
soothing drinks, and nursed him with unabated care ; and 
when there seemed to be a cessation to his sufferings, she s^n 
passed minutes on her knees, her whole soul absorbed in his 
future welfare. An hour passed in this manner, all on or 
near the rock sleeping, overcome by fatigue, but Ghita and the 
dying man. 

"That star haunts me, Ghita!" Raoul at length muttered. 
" If it be really a world, some all-powerful hand must have 
created it. Chance never made a world, more than chance 
made a ship. Thought — mind — intelhgenee must have governed 
at the formation of one as we!! as of the other." 

For months Ghita had not known an instant as happy as 
that. It appeared as if the mind of llaoul were about to 
extricate itself from the shallow philosophy so much in 
fashion, and which had hitherto deadened a nature so kind, 
an intellect ordinarily so clear. Could his thoughts but once 
take the right direction, she had strong confidence in the 
distinctness of their views, but nuKt of ail in the goodness of 
the Deity. 

" Raoul," she whispered, " God is there, as he is with us, on 
this rock. His spirit is everywhere. Bless him !— bless him in 
thy soul, my beloved, and be for ever happy !" 

Raoul answered not His face was upturned, and hb eye 
still remained riveted on that particular star. Ghita would not 
disturb him, but liking his hand in hers, she once more knelt 
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and resumed her prayers. Minute passed after minute, and 
neither seemed disposed to speak. At length Ghita became 
woman again, and bethought her of her patient's bodily wants. 
It was time to administer the liquids of the surgeon, and she 
advanced to hold them to his lips. The eye was still fastened 
on the star, but the lips did not meet her with the customary 
smile of love. They were compressed, as when the body was 
about to mingle in the strife of a battle, a sort of stem resolution 
being settled on them. Eaoul Yvard was dead. 

The dbeovery of the truth was a fearful moment to Ghita. 
Not a living being near her had the consdousness of her 
situation, all being bound in the sleep of the weaiy. The firat 
feeling was that which belonged to her sex. She threw herself 
on the body, and embraced it wildly, giving way to those 
pent-up emotions which her lover, in his moody humors, 
was wont to accuse her of not possessing. She kissed the 
forehead, the cheeks, the pallid, stern lips of the dead ; and, for 
a time, there was the danger that her own spirit might pass 
away in the paroxysm of her grief. But it was morally 
impossible for Ghita to remain long under the influence of 
despiur. Her gentle spirit had communed too long and too 
closely with her Heavenly Father, not to resort to his support 
in all the critical moments of life. She prayed, for the tenth 
time that night, and arose irom her knees calm, if not absolutely 



The situation of Ghita was now as wildly picturesque as it 
was moving ta her inmost spirit. ' All around her still slept, 
and that, to the eye, as profoundly as he who was only to rise 
again when the sea and the land g^ve up their dead. The 
excitement and exertions of the past day produced their 
reaction, and seldom did sleep exercise a more profound 
influence. The fire was still burning bright on the islet of the 
gig-men, casting its rays ftiirly athwart the ruins, the different 
sleepers in them, and the immovable body of the dead. At 
momenta, gusts of the Tramontana, which was now blowing 
fresh, descended so low as to fan the flames, when the g'are 
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that succeeded s«emed to give a startling reality to all that 
surrounded the place. 

Still the girl was ixio highly sustained to be mored with any- 
thing but her loss, and her restless inquietude for the departed 
spirit. She saw that even her uncle slept, leaving her truly 
alone with Kaoul. Once a feeUng of desertion came over her, 
and she was inclined to arouse some of the sleepers. She did 
approach the spot where the surgeon lay, and her hand was 
raised to stir him, when a flash of light shot athwart the pallid 
countenance of Eaoul, and she perceived that his eyes were still 
open. Drawing near, she bent over the body, gaang bng and 
wistfully into those windows of the soul that had so often 
beamed on her in manly tenderness, and she felt like a miser 
with his hoarded gold, umvilling to shai'e it with any other. 

Throughout the hvelong night did Ghita watch by the body 
of her well-beloved, now han^ng over it with a tenderness no 
change could cxtinguisli, now besie^ng heaven with her pray- 
ers. Not one awote to interfere with the strange happiness she 
felt in those pious offices, or to wound her sensibilities by the 
surprise or the sneers of the vulgar. Ere the day came, she 
closed the eyes of Eaoul with her own, bands, covered his body 
with a French ensign that lay upon the rock, and sat, patient 
and resigned, awaiting the moment when some of the others 
might be ready to wd her in performing the last pious offices 
in behalf of the dead. As a Eomanist, she found a holy conso- 
lation in that beautiful portion of her church's creed that admits 
of unceasing petition for the souls of the dopai'ted, even to the 
latest hour of earthly things. 

Winchester was the first to stir. Starling up, he appeared 
to be astonished at the situation inwhich he found himself; bul 
a glance around told the whole truth. Advancing towards 
Ghita, he was about to inquire after the welfare of Eaoul, when 
struck by the expression of her seraphic countenance, he turned 
to the body, and read the truth in the appropriate pall. It 
was no time for self-upbrai dings, or for reproaches to others; 
but arousing the sleepers, in a subdued and respectful man 
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ner, he gave to the place the quiet and seeming sanctity of a 
chapel. 

Carlo Giuntotardi soon after hegged the dead body from the 
conquerors. There was no motive for denying the request, and 
it was placed in a boat and towed to the shore, accompanied by 
all who had remained. The heavy sirocco that soon succeeded 
drove the waves atliivart tlie islet of the ruins, effectually erasing 
its stains of blood, and sweeping every ti'aoe of le Feu-Follet, and 
of the recent events, into the sea. 

At the foot of the Scaricatojo the seamen conatnicted a rude 
bier, and thus they bore tlie dead up that wild and yet lovely 
preiapice, persevering in their good work until they reached the 
cottage of Carlo Giuntotardi's sister. A little procession accom- 
panied the body from the firet, and Ghita being universally 
tnown and respected among the simple inhabitants of those 
heights, when it entered the street of St. Agata it had grown 
into a line that included a hundred believers. 

The convent, the empty buildings of which still crown the 
summit of one of the adjacent hills, was then in existence as a 
religious community ; and the influence of Carlo Giuntotardi 
was sufficient to procure its offices in behalf of tlie dead. For 
three days and nights did the body of Raoul Yvard, the unbe- 
hever, lie in the chapel of that holy fraternity, his soul receiving 
the benefit of masses ; then it was committed to holy ground, 
to await the summons of the last trump. 

There is a strange disposition in the human breast to with- 
hold praise from a man when living, that is freely accorded to 
him when dead. Although we believe that envy, and its 
attendant evil detraction, are [Peculiarly democratic vices, mean- 
ing thereby that democracy is the most fertile field in which 
these human tailings luxuriate, yet is there much reason to 
think that our parent nation is preeminent in the exhibition 
of the peculiarity first mentioned. That which subsequently 
aw£d1«d Napoleon, after hia imprisonment and death, was now 
exhibited in the case of Itaoul Yvard, on a scale suited to ha 
condition and renown. From being detested in the English 
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fleet, he got to be honored and extolled. Now that he was 
dead and harmless, his seamanship could be praised, his chival- 
ry emulated, and hia courage glorified. Winchestei', McBean, 
O'Learj, and Clinch, attended his ftineral, quite as a matter of 
course. They had proved tliemselves worthy to be there ; but 
many others' insisted on being of the party. Some came to get 
a last look of so celebrated an adventurer, even in his coiEn ; 
others to say they had been present ; and not a few to catch a 
glimpse of the girl whose romantic but innocent passion had 
got to be the subject of much discourse in the ships. The result 
was such a procession, and such funeral honoi's, as threw the 
quiet Uttle hamlet of St. Agata into commotion. All noted the 
particulars, and all were pleased but Ghita, On her, these 
tardy compliments failed of their effect, her soul being en- 
grossed with the great care of petitioning heaven in behalf of 
the deceased. 

Andrea Barrofaldi and Vito Viti, too, figured on this occa- 
sion ; the latter taking care to let all who would listen under- 
stand how closely he had been connected with " Sir Smees ; " 
no longer viewed as an impostor, but honored as a hero. He 
even created a little difficulty in claiming a precedency for the 
toffa over arms on the occasion; well knowing that if the 
vice-govematore got a conspicuous place in the ceremony, the 
podesta could not Ml to be near at hand. The matter was 
settied entirely to Andrea's satisfaction, if not to that of his 
friend. 

To confess the truth, Nelson was not sony for what had 
occurred. When he learned the desperate nature of Raoul's 
defence, and heard some trdta of his liberal conduct on various 
occasions, he felt a generous regret at his death ; but he thought 
even this preferable to escape. When Cuffe got in, and brought 
the report of the lugger's fete, though he would have preferred 
her capture, the common sentiment settled down into a feeling 
that both lugger and commander had fared as well as a priva- 
teer and her people usually merited. 

Afl a matter of course, those concerned in the capture, and 
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■who survived the afftiir, reaped some advantage from theii suo- 
c«as. England seldom fails in the duty of conferring rewards, 
more especially in her marine. "When Cook returned from his 
i^nowned voyages, it was not lo meet with persecution and 
neglect, but credit and justice. Nelson knew tow to appreciate 
that spirit and enterprise which were so often exercised by him- 
self. As for Sir Frederick Dashwood, little could be done 
besides giving his name an honorable place on the list of those 
who had fallen in battle. His heir wore mourning, seemed 
filled with sorrow, and inwardly rejoiced at being a baronet 
with some thousands a year. Lyon got his ship; and fi'om 
that moment ho ceased to consider the chase and all- connected 
with le Feu-Follet an unprofitable thing. Airchy followed him 
to fho Terpsichore, with visions of prize-money before his eyes, 
which were tolerably realized in the couise of the succeeding 
five years. 

"Winchester was promoted into the Ringdove, and Griffin 
became first of the Proserpine. This, of course, made Yelverton 
second, and left one vacancy. Thus far the orders had been 
made out, when Cuffe dined with the admiral, by invitation, 

"One of my olgects in having you here to-day, Cuffe," 
observed Nelson, as they sat together over their wine, the cabin 
cleared, " was to say something about the vacant berth in your 
gun-room ; and the other was to beg a master's-mafe of you, in 
behalf of Berry, You remember that some of your people were 
received on board here before you got in, the other day S " 

" I do, my lord ; and I meant lo make my acJinowledgments 
lor the iavor. The poor fellows had a warm time of it at the 
rocks, aad deserved comfortable berths after it was over," 

" I believe we gave them as much ; at least, I tnow few suffer 
in this ship. "Well, there was a mate among them, who is a 
httle advanced, and who is likely to stick where ho is, by what 
I learn. We want just such a man for the hold, and I have 
promised my Captain to speak to you about him. Don't let 
him go if there's any reason for wishing to retain him ; but wo 
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have three seamen ready to cschange against him ; good fellows, 
too, they tetl me." 

Cufle picked some nuts, and appeai-ed a little at a loss for a 
reply. Nelson saw this, and he fancied the other reluctant to 
ijive up his mate. 

"Well, I see how it is," he said, smiling. "We must do 
without him, and you will keep your Mr. Clinch. A thorough 
officer in a ship's hold is an advantage not to be thrown away; 
and I suppose, if Hotham had asked such a thing of old 
Agamemnon, he might have whistled for the iavor. Tlie deuce 
is in it, if we do not get as good a mate somewhere !" 

" It's not that, my lord— you're welcome to the man, though 
a better in his station cannot be had. But, I was in hopes his 
recent good conduct, and his long services, might give him a hft 
into the vacant gun-room berth. ' 

The admiral appeared sui'prised, while he did not seem to be 
exactly pleased. 

" It has a hard loot, I grant you, Cuffe, to keep a poor devil 
ten or fifteen years in the same station, and this, too, after he 
has served long enough for a commission, I was a captain ten 
years younger than this Mr. Clinch must be to-day, and it does 
seem hard ; and yet I doubt not it b just I have rarely known 
a midshipman or a mate passed over, in this way, that there was 
not some great fault at the bottom. We must think of the 
service, as well as of generosity." 

" I confess all this, my lord— and yet I did hope poor Clinch's 
dehnquenciea would at length be foi'gotten." 

" If there are any particular reasons for it, I should hke to 
hear them." 

Cuffe now related all that had passed between himself and the 
master's mate, taking care to give Jane a due place in hia 
liistory. Nelson began to twiteh the stump of his arm, and 
by the time the story was told, Chnch'a promotion was settled. 
An order was sent forthwith„to the secretary, to make out the 
ordeis, and Cuffe cai'ried them back with him to the Proserpine 
■hat night, when he returned to h's own ship. 
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All Nelson's promotdons were confirmed by the Admiralty, 
pretty raucli aa a matter of.course. Among others ivas that of 
Clinch, who now became the junior lieutenant of the Proserpine. 
This elevation awakened new feelings witiin liim. He dressed 
better; retrained from the bottle; paid more attention to his 
mind ; improved in manners, by keeping better company ; and, 
in the course of the nest twelvemonth, had made rapid advances 
towards resijectability. At the end of that time, the ship was 
sent home ; and Jane, in her imagination at least, received the 
reward of all her virtuous constancy, by becoming his wife. 
Nor did Cuffo cease his friendly offices here. He succeeded in 
getting Clinch put in command of a cutter; in which he cap- 
tured a privateer, after a waiin action, within a month. This 
success procured him a gun-brig, and with her he was still more 
fortunate ; actually cutting out, with her boats, a French sloop- 
of-war, that was not half manned, it is tnie, but which was still 
considered a handsome prize. For this afiair he got the sloop; 
thus demonstraOng the caprice of fortune, by whose means he 
found himself a commander in less than three years after he had 
been a mate. Here he stuck, however, for a long time, rmtil he 
got another sloop in fair fight, when he was posted. From that 
moment^ we have lost sight of liim. 

Cuffe being sent into the Gulf of Genoa, shortly after, seized 
the opportunity to restore the rice-govematore and his friend to 
lieir native island. The iame of their deeds had preceded them, 
esa^erated, aa a matter of course, by the tongue of rumor. It 
was understood that the two Elbans were actually in tte fight 
in which liaoul Yvard fell ; and, there being no one to deny it, 
many even believed that Vito Viti, in particular, had killed 
the corsair with his own hand. A discreet forbeaiance on the 
part of the podesta always kept th^ matter so completely 
involved in mystery, that we question if any traveller who should 
visit the Island, even at this day, would be able to learn more 
tiian we now tell the reader. In a word, the podestii, for ever 
after, passed for a hero, through one of those mysterious processes 
by which men sometimes reach fame ; quite as much, perhaps, 
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